The First Gospel
Part 2
Genesis 3:15

Intro: The first mention of the Gospel is in Genesis 3:15 where God promises a deliverer
to fix what is wrong with us and the world, what hurts us and the world. In inexplicable grace,
God doesn’t turn his back on a rebellious world but sets a plan in motion to reconcile everything:
‘to restore, with more.’

Last week we saw the reason ‘why’ Jesus came. The ‘why’ question is one an unbelieving world
can’t answer. The answer is that we live between the tears of a fallen world, illustrated in Ezra 3

and the tears of a redeemed world, seen in Revelation 21. It’s the difference between

a) A soldier departing for war
b) The children returning home for Christmas

c) A loved one’s funeral
d) A baby’s birth

e) Good Friday
f) Easter Sunday

It all begins with -
First: The Divine Initiative: God Breaks Into Our Ruin - “/ will put enmity...”
1. Judgment spoken directly to the serpent

a) God addresses Satan, not Adam or Eve.
b) He does not negotiate. He declares.

We are not dualists. We don’t think there are two equal, divine powers fighting about lordship of
creation. God alone is sovereign and Satan is a created being and defeated enemy.



2. Enmity as God’s gracious interruption
Grace begins when God disrupts sinful peace with evil.
The Hebrew word “enmity” (72°X, ‘évah) describes a state of continual warfare between two
parties whose purposes cannot be reconciled. In Genesis 3:15, God declares that He Himself will
place enmity between the serpent and the woman, and between the serpent’s offspring and hers.
This means:

e The conflict is divinely initiated, not accidental.

e God has a cure for what ails us.

e It is moral and spiritual, not merely emotional.

e It is enduring, continuing throughout history.

o It anticipates a climactic confrontation, fulfilled in Christ.

3. The first movement of salvation

a) God begins redemption before Adam speaks.
b) His initiative reveals sovereign mercy.

IMP: Salvation starts with God’s action, not human repentance.

APP: Trust the God who pursues us before we seek Him. He entered the garden. He spoke first.
He promised salvation before Adam asked for it.

Second: The Human Line: God Will Act Through the Woman - “...between you and
the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring...”

1. It’s areversal of the serpent’s strategy

a) The serpent targeted the woman.
b) God chooses the woman as the channel of victory.

Satan said, “I’ll take a woman without the man and ruin the human race. God said, “I’ll take a
woman without the man and save the human race.”

2. 1It’s a line of conflict throughout history
a) “Offspring” can mean collective descendants.
“Offspring” refers to a collective group. At its broadest level, zera ‘ means descendants or seed. It
can refer to a whole line of people who come from someone. In this context it contrasts all of

God’s people and those aligned with the serpent’s rebellion (John 8:44). Also, the long-standing
conflict between the people of God and the forces of evil throughout history.



3. Offspring also refers to a specific individual

Hebrew allows zera “ to be either collective or singular, and biblical authors often exploit this
flexibility. Genesis 3:15 ultimately narrows to one particular descendant, a future Deliverer who
will deal the fatal blow to the serpent.

Paul affirms this kind of singular meaning when he interprets “seed” (sperma) christologically in

Galatians 3:16 - Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say,
“And to offsprings, ” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is
Christ.

4. The theological meaning
“Offspring” also means “seed,” which a woman does not have. So, this hints at a virgin birth.

a) Implied in Genesis 3:15
b) Explicit in Isaiah 7:14 —

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel

c) Fulfilled in Mary

Matthew 1:18-23 — Now the birth of Jesus Christ'¥ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with

child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel.

“Offspring” in Genesis 3:15 describes:

e an ongoing spiritual lineage formed by faith and allegiance to God,
o ahistorical conflict between righteousness and rebellion,
e and a Messianic promise fulfilled in Christ, the One who crushes the serpent’s head.

5. The promise narrows through Scripture

a) Seth (Gen 4:25).

b) Noah (Gen 5-9).

¢) Abraham (Gen 12:1-3).
d) Judah (Gen 49:10) —
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e) David (2 Sam 7:12-14).
f) The Virgin’s Son (Isa 7:14; Matt 1:23).

IMP: God chooses to work redemption through frail humanity to demonstrate his glory and
grace.

2 Corinthians 4:7 - But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us.

Third: The Coming Champion: A Singular Son Will Win the Ultimate Battle -
“...He shall bruise your head...”

1. “Offspring can be” plural or singular. But Moses makes it singular in “He...”

a) The promise points to one man.
b) The Old Testament anticipates a single Messiah.

2. Head-crushing victory

a) A blow to the head means final defeat.
b) The serpent’s power will end.

T - Revelation 12 encapsulates the history of the OT.
T — Revelation 20:1-10. The end of the conflict

Note: Last Sunday our CG discussed Kirk Cameron’s embracement of annihilationism. You can
read about it here.

Revelation 20:10 — “forever and ever” = eis tous aionas ton aionon = eternity without end

Revelation 1:18 - When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on
me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am
alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.

Forevermore = eis tous aionas ton aionon = eternity without end

Revelation 11:15 - Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.

John uses the exact same Greek phrase in Rev 1:6; 1:18; 4:9, 10; 5;13; 7:12; 10:5; 11:15; 14:11;
15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5

What does this mean? It means if annihilationist redefine “forever and ever” for judgment, they
must also redefine:
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e God’s eternal life

o Christ’s eternal reign

o the saints’ eternal joy

o the eternal worship of heaven

Note: At the end of Sermon Notes is a summary of how John’s use of = eis tous aionas ton
aionon, annihilates annihilationism.

3. Fulfilled in Christ

a) Jesus binds the strong man (Mark 3:27).

b) Jesus destroys the works of the devil (1 John 3:8).
¢) Jesus triumphs at the cross (Col 2:15).

d) Jesus crushes Satan under our feet (Rom 16:20).

IMP: The promised Redeemer accomplishes real victory, not symbolic triumph in his life, death,
resurrection and exaltation.

APP: Follow Jesus as the One who defeats evil. Sin, temptation, and Satan do not hold the final
word in your life.

Fourth: The Wounded Deliverer: Victory Through Suffering - “...and you shall
bruise His heel.”

1. A real wound

a) Not a crippling blow, but a painful strike.
b) The serpent attacks, but does not, cannot conquer.

In Isaiah 14, Satan said five I will’s:

e [ will ascend to heaven

o [ will raise my throne above the stars of God

e [ will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north
e [ will ascend above the height of the clouds

o [ will make myself like the most high

But only God can say, “I will.”

Isaiah 14:12& 15-17 - How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are
cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! .... But you are brought down to Sheol, to
the far reaches of the pit. Those who see you will stare at you and ponder over you: ‘Is this the
man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world like a desert and
overthrew its cities, who did not let his prisoners go home?’



Luke 4:18 - The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed...

Note: We stand in and share in Christ’s victory.
2. The cost of redemption

a) The promised Son will not win easily.
b) His victory will come through suffering and death.

APP: We should expect a life cruciformed like Jesus’ victory. Christ wins through sacrifice.
Christian discipleship follows the same pattern.

3. The cross fulfills this prophecy

a) Satan enters Judas (Luke 22:3).
b) The crucifixion appears to be the serpent’s triumph.
¢) Yet the Messiah rises and crushes the serpent’s power.

Romans 1:4 — [Jesus] was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection from the dead...

IMP: God saves not by avoiding suffering but by triumphing through it. This sets a precedent for
all redemption.

Fifth: The Gospel Pattern Established in Eden

Victory comes through a Redeemer.

Redemption requires suffering.

God pursues His people before they pursue Him.
Christ stands as the center of the entire biblical story.
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APP: All three devotions, for individuals, couples and families will help you live out these
truths. I hope you will use them this week.

Let’s place our hope in the final crushing of all evil. Every sorrow, temptation, and injustice
points forward to the day when Christ ends the serpent’s works forever.

Conclusion: The Bible story goes like this

God Acts — “I will put enmity...”

God Chooses — “...between your offspring and her offspring...”
God Sends — “He shall bruise your head...”

God Wins — “...you shall bruise His heel.

=



It’s God’s story. It’s your story. It’s our story. It’s the story of everything.

A Long Note About Annihilationism

A Theological Summary of “Forever and Ever” in Revelation
The phrase &ig tovg aidvos Td@v aidvev (“forever and ever”) is one of Revelation’s most
important theological markers. John employs it strategically to define the ultimate destinies of
God, Christ, the redeemed, and the wicked. Its usage forms a cohesive eschatological vision: the
future is eternal, and eternity is determined by one’s relationship to the Lamb.
Revelation uses the phrase in three major theological categories:

1. The Eternal Being and Rule of God and the Lamb
Key texts: Rev 1:6, 1:18; 4:9-10; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 15:7; 22:5

Whenever Revelation speaks of God’s nature or Christ’s reign, it uses “forever and ever” to
emphasize:

» God’s eternal life

“He lives forever and ever” (Rev 4:9-10; 15:7).
God is not simply everlasting but the ground of all duration.

* God’s eternal dominion

“Glory and dominion forever and ever” (Rev 1:6; 5:13).
His kingship transcends time and continues unchallenged.

* Christ’s eternal reign

“He shall reign forever and ever” (Rev 11:15; cf. 22:5).
This fulfills Psalm 2, Daniel 7, and the promise of an everlasting Davidic throne.

Theology: Revelation grounds a// of history’s meaning in the eternal existence and kingship of
God. Eternity is not a duration we enter—it is the divine life that reigns over all creation. The
throne stands forever; therefore the victory of God is unassailable.

2. The Eternal Worship and Joy of the Redeemed. Key texts: Rev 5:13; 7:12; 22:5
The redeemed join the heavenly host in praise that is described as lasting “forever and ever.”

» Worship is eternal

Blessing, honor, and glory are ascribed to God eternally (Rev 5:13; 7:12).



* The redeemed reign eternally
“They will reign forever and ever” (Rev 22:5).
Theology: Eternal life is not merely endless existence but unending communion—an eternal
participation in the life, reign, and joy of God. The final destiny of God’s people is described
with the same phrase used for God’s own eternal life, highlighting the astonishing gift of union
with Christ.

3. The Eternal Judgment of the Wicked
Key texts: Rev 14:11; 19:3; 20:10
The phrase also marks the permanence and irreversibility of judgment.

* Eternal torment of the wicked
“The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever” (Rev 14:11).

* Eternal destruction of Babylon

“Her smoke goes up forever and ever” (Rev 19:3).
* Eternal punishment of Satan, the Beast, and the False Prophet

“They will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev 20:10).

Theology: Revelation teaches a symmetrical eschatology: the same phrase that describes God’s
eternal reign describes the eternal punishment of the wicked.

So:
e The saved experience eternal joy.
o The wicked experience eternal judgment.
e God reigns eternally over both outcomes.

This makes the phrase central to Revelation’s doctrine of final judgment.
4. The Narrative Role: Bookmarking the End of the Story
The phrase appears at every major turning point in the book:
e Revelation 1: Christ’s eternal life frames the entire vision.
e Revelation 4-5: God’s eternal kingship grounds heaven’s worship.
e Revelation 11: Christ’s eternal reign is announced at the sounding of the seventh trumpet.

e Revelation 14-20: Eternal destinies (salvation and judgment) are revealed.
o Revelation 22: The eternal reign of the saints concludes the story.



The theology is deliberate: Time as we know it collapses into eternity at the throne of God.
History ends, but the reign of God does not.

5. Canonical Theology: Completing Genesis 3 and Psalm 2
Revelation’s use of “forever and ever” completes the Bible’s story:

Genesis - The curse of death (Gen 3) is answered with the eternal reign of the redeemed (Rev
22:5).

Psalms - The eternal rule promised to the Davidic king (Psalm 2; 45; 72; 89) is realized in
Christ’s reign forever.

Daniel - The Son of Man receives “an everlasting kingdom” (Dan 7:14), fulfilled in Rev 11:15.

Gospels - Jesus claims an eternal kingdom (Matt 28:18), and Revelation shows it established
forever.

Revelation is the consummation of every biblical promise of and for eternity. Well glory!!!
6. Summary: The Theology of “Forever and Ever” in Revelation
The phrase &ig tovg aidvos Td@v aidvev functions theologically to declare:

God’s victory is eternal. His life, throne, and reign will never end. The destiny of the redeemed is
eternal. Their life, worship, and reign share in Christ’s eternity. The judgment of the wicked is
eternal. The same language of eternal duration is used for God’s reign and for the punishment of
evil. The story of Scripture culminates in eternity.

Revelation closes the narrative arc begun in Genesis by restoring God’s people to eternal life in
God’s presence.

“Forever and Ever” in Revelation

When Revelation uses the phrase “forever and ever,” it is telling us how the story ends—not
simply with an event, but with an eternity. John reserves this phrase for three great truths that
anchor all Christian hope.

1. “forever and ever” declares the eternal reign of God and the Lamb. From the
opening vision to the final chapter, God is described as the One who lives forever, rules forever,
and receives worship forever. Christ is the King whose kingdom has no end. This phrase reminds
us that history is not drifting. God’s throne is eternal, unshakable, and sovereign over every
moment of our lives.

2. “forever and ever” describes the eternal joy of the redeemed. The saints worship
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forever, they reign with Christ forever, and they share in His life forever. Revelation’s promise is
not just that we will live endlessly, but that we will live endlessly with God, participating in His
joy, His presence, and His glory. Our eternity is fellowship, worship, and reigning with the
Lamb.

3. “forever and ever” marks the final defeat of evil. The same phrase used for God’s
eternal reign is used for the eternal judgment of Satan, the Beast, and all who remain in rebellion
against God. Evil does not get the last word. The devil’s power ends forever, Babylon falls
forever, and the justice of God stands forever.

Put together, the message is unmistakable: God’s reign is eternal, God’s people are eternal, and
God’s victory over evil is eternal.

Revelation lifts our eyes from the chaos of this world to the throne of the One who rules forever
and ever. It reminds us that every sorrow has an expiration date, but every joy in Christ does not.
Eternity belongs to God, and by His grace, it belongs to all who are in the Lamb.

Category Eternal Life Eternal Judgment
Primary Phrase ljore}/?r and ever” (gig ToVG aidvag F?reverfmd ever (glg Tovg
TV 0LOVOV) aldvog TOV aidvoV)
Rev 1:6; 1:18; 4:9-10; 5:13; 7:12; 110, AN
Texts 11:15: 22:5 Rev 14:11; 19:3; 20:10
Subject(s) God, the Lamb, the redeemed Satanz the Beast, the False Prophet,
the wicked
Nature of Eternity J oy, l}fe, communion, worship, Torment, destruction, separation,
reigning judgment
Posture Reigning with Christ (22:5) Tormented day and night (20:10)
Image Light (21:23); throne (22:1-5); Smoke rising (14:11; 19:3); lake of
gety singing (5:13) fire (20:10)
L Toward God — face-to-face Away from God — complete
Direction . .
fellowship exclusion
Promise “They will reign forever and ever”  “They will be tormented forever
(22:5) and ever” (20:10)
Certainty Guaranteed by the Lamb’s victory =~ Guaranteed by the Lamb’s victory
. . Full restoration of Eden; eternal Final defeat of evil; eternal justice
Theological Meaning . . . :
communion with God against rebellion
Connection to God’s , . 1o. ~~.cn Matches God’s eternal justice
Nature Shares God’s eternal life (1:18; 22:5) (14:11: 20:10)

So, all of this means John’s use of “forever and ever” (gig Tovg aidvog TOV aidvVOV) in
Revelation for both God’s eternal life and the eternal torment of the wicked is one of the
strongest exegetical arguments against annihilationism and for eternal conscious punishment.



1. Revelation uses the exact same phrase for God’s eternal existence and the wicked’s
eternal punishment.

Applied to God:

e “He lives forever and ever” (Rev 4:9-10; 10:6; 15:7).
e “To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever” (Rev 1:6).

Applied to Christ:
e “He shall reign forever and ever” (Rev 11:15).
e “Iam alive forever and ever” (Rev 1:18).

Applied to the redeemed:
e “They will reign forever and ever” (Rev 22:5).

Applied to the punishment of the wicked:
e “They will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev 20:10).
e “The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever” (Rev 14:11).
e “Her smoke goes up forever and ever” (Rev 19:3).

Observation: Revelation knows only one “forever and ever’—not a different one for salvation
and another for judgment.

If annihilationist redefine “forever and ever” for judgment, they must also redefine:
e God’s eternal life
o Christ’s eternal reign
o the saints’ eternal joy
o the eternal worship of heaven
because the phrase is identical.
Annihilationism must either:
1. Make eternal life finite,
or
2. admit that the phrase does not mean “finite duration.”

Either option collapses the system.

2. The parallelism is intentional and theological, not accidental.

11
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Revelation’s structure shows deliberate symmetry:

God Wicked
Lives forever and ever (4:10) Tormented forever and ever (20:10)
Reign forever and ever (11:15; 22:5) Smoke rises forever and ever (14:11; 19:3)
Worship lasts forever and ever (7:12) Judgment lasts forever and ever (20:10)
John means for the reader to see these as parallel eternal destinies.

You cannot negate one side without negating the other side.

3. Revelation intensifies the eternity of judgment by adding “day and night.”
Revelation 20:10 adds: “day and night forever and ever.”
This doubling of imagery emphasizes unceasing, ongoing consciousness.

This phrase appears elsewhere in Scripture only for:

e God’s unceasing heavenly worship (Rev 4:8)
e The unceasing activity of spiritual beings (Rev 7:15)

It never implies cessation.

If “day and night forever and ever” meant “until they cease to exist,” then:
e God’s worship would cease.
e Spiritual beings would cease.

Again, the parallel collapses annihilationism.

4. The smoke imagery reinforces ongoing reality, not extinction.

Revelation 14:11 and 19:3 use language echoing Isaiah 34:10, where “smoke forever” represents
enduring divine judgment.

But Revelation goes further:

e “The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever” (14:11).
The smoke is of their torment, not of their remains.
If the wicked were annihilated, their smoke could rise, but:

o their torment would not rise,

o their torment would not be ongoing,
o there would be no “day and night” anything,



e and no ongoing subjects of divine judgment.

The grammar demands ongoing conscious experience.
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5. The strongest argument: Revelation 20:10 includes the devil, beast, and false prophet.

“They will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”
Even annihilationists admit that Satan is not annihilated.
Therefore,

o Ifthe devil is tormented forever and ever,

e and humans receive the same punishment (14:11; 20:15),

e then human punishment must also be eternal.

Revelation gives no indication that one group experiences eternal torment while the other is
annihilated.

Conclusion: Revelation decisively defeats annihilationism
To deny eternal conscious punishment in Revelation, a person must:

o redefine “forever and ever” in a way that destroys God’s eternity,

o sever the structural parallels John intentionally builds,

o ignore explicit “day and night” language,

e and deny the continuity between Satan’s punishment and human punishment.

Because the phrase “forever and ever” is used with identical force for:

e God’s eternal life

o Christ’s eternal reign

o the saints’ eternal joy

o the wicked’s eternal torment

Revelation’s eschatology is symmetrical, consistent, and clear: the annihilationist interpretation

cannot survive the exegesis of the text.

Those in Christ will enjoy God forever.
Those who reject Christ will face judgment forever.

CG Leaders: If you want, today or at some time in the future, you could discuss this issue with

your CG using this guide:
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Eternal Life vs. Eternal Judgment in Revelation
Intro: Revelation ends the biblical story by showing two eternal destinies, one of joy in
the presence of God, and one of judgment separated from God. John uses the same phrase,
“forever and ever,” to describe both. This week we explore what this means and why it matters
for faith, mission, and holiness.
Scripture Readings
Eternal Life:
e Revelation 5:13
e Revelation 7:12
e Revelation 11:15
e Revelation 22:1-5
Eternal Judgment:
e Revelation 14:9-11
e Revelation 19:1-3
e Revelation 20:10-15
First: God’s Eternal Reign and the Saints’ Eternal Joy. Read Revelation 22:1-5.

1. What stands out to you in John’s description of eternity for God’s people?

2. Revelation describes the redeemed as reigning “forever and ever.” How does that
expand your understanding of eternal life?

(Eternal life is not just living forever, but sharing in Christ’s joy, rule, and presence.)

3. Why is it important that Revelation grounds our eternity in God’s eternal nature (“He
lives forever and ever”)?

Theological Insight: Revelation shows eternal life not as an endless stretch of time but as endless
fellowship with God. The redeemed inherit God’s own life and joy.

Second: The Reality of Eternal Judgment. Read Revelation 14:9-11 and 20:10-15.

1. How does Revelation describe the final judgment? What words or images are
strongest?

2. Why do you think John uses the same phrase, “forever and ever,” for both eternal life
(22:5) and eternal judgment (20:10)?



15

3. How does the reality of eternal judgment shape your understanding of God’s holiness
and justice?

Theological Insight: Revelation presents eternal judgment as the full and final defeat of evil. The
permanence of judgment shows the seriousness of sin and the perfection of God’s justice.

Third: Why These Truths Matter for Us Today
1. How should knowing the two eternal destinies affect the way we live right now?
2. How should these truths shape our witness to our neighbors, coworkers, and families?
3. What comfort does eternal life give you in the middle of suffering or disappointment?
Fourth: Gospel Connection
The cross is where eternal destinies are decided.
At Calvary:
e Jesus took judgment so we could receive life.
e He suffered our penalty so we could share His joy.
e He endured wrath so we could inherit glory.
Eternity is not earned. It is given to all who trust the Lamb.
Conclusion: Why Revelation uses the same phrase “forever and ever” for Heaven and Hell
e To show God’s eternity is the measure of all reality.
e To reveal both salvation and judgment as final and irreversible.
e To magnify Christ’s work as the dividing point of destinies.
Consider leading your CG in these prayers as you conclude your discussion.
o Praise God for His eternal reign and eternal love.
o Confess areas where fear or apathy has dulled you eternal perspective.

o Pray for boldness to share Christ with others in light of eternity.
e Ask God to make His eternal promises your daily strength.
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CG Questions: Genesis 3:15

OBSERVATION
What does the text actually say?

Read Genesis 3:14—15. What repeated words, contrasts, or surprises do you notice in the
passage? (Example: “T will,” “enmity,” “offspring,” “He,” two wounds of differing
severity.)

Who is God speaking to in v. 15? Why is it significant that God addresses the serpent—
not Adam or Eve?

What two lines or groups are introduced in v. 15? How does the text describe their
relationship? (Enmity, ongoing conflict, a collective line vs. a singular “He.”)

What two wounds are described? Which is fatal and which is temporary?

(“He shall bruise/crush your head... you shall bruise His heel.”)

INTERPRETATION
What does the text mean?

What does the word “enmity” mean and why is it an act of grace for God to create it?
How does the phrase “I will” show God’s initiative in salvation, even before Adam
repents or speaks? (Grace breaks into the ruin.)

How does the sermon show that “offspring” (zera“) can refer to both a collective group
and a single individual? (Collective = God’s people vs. serpent’s people; Singular =
Messiah.)

Why is Genesis 3:15 often called the “First Gospel”? What does it reveal about the
coming Redeemer?

How does the sermon connect Genesis 3:15 to the virgin birth of Christ (Isa 7:14; Matt
1:18-23)?

Why is the serpent’s head-crushing described as final victory while his striking of the
heel is temporary?
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CORRELATION

How does the rest of Scripture and the whole story of redemption illuminate this passage?

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Where do we see the “offspring” promise narrowing through Scripture—from Seth to
Noah to Abraham to David to Christ?

How does Revelation 12 portray the long conflict between the serpent and the woman’s
offspring? (Cosmic retelling of Gen 3:15.)

Read Revelation 20:10. How does the final defeat of Satan fulfill Genesis 3:15?

(Head crushed, eternal destruction of serpent.)

How does the use of “forever and ever” in Revelation confirm that Christ’s victory is
permanent and Satan’s defeat is irreversible? (Same Greek phrase for God’s eternity, the
saints’ reign, and the wicked’s judgment.)

How does the cross (Luke 22; Col 2:15; 1 John 3:8) show both the serpent’s strike and
the Son’s triumph?

APPLICATION
How should this truth shape our lives; faith, hope and love

Where do you need to remember that salvation begins with God’s initiative, not your
performance? (He spoke first... He sought Adam... He promises before repentance.)
How does knowing God works through frail humanity (“jars of clay”’) encourage you to
trust Him in weakness? (2 Cor 4:7)

Where in your life are you experiencing the “enmity” God has placed between you and
sin? (Conviction, struggle, conscience, spiritual battle.)

What specific temptation or fear must you face with confidence because Christ has
already crushed Satan’s head?

How does the pattern of the cross, victory through suffering, reshape the way you
approach hardship, disappointment, or spiritual battle this week?

How does Genesis 3:15 give hope when we face injustice, grief, or the brokenness of the
world? (Christ will crush the serpent fully and finally.)
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MONDAY - “I Will Put Enmity” — Genesis 3:15a

THINK, God’s first gospel word in Scripture is not spoken to Adam or Eve but to the serpent.
Before repentance appears, before Adam speaks, God announces His intention: “/ will put
enmity.” The first move toward redemption is God’s, not ours. What a joy!

REFLECT. Enmity is grace. Left to ourselves, we would make peace with sin. But God disrupts
that false peace and awakens holy conflict. The unrest (conviction) you feel in temptation is not
failure, it is evidence that God has acted and is acting in your heart.

APPLY. Where do you sense God creating enmity in you, new resistance to old sins, new
conviction where there once was indifference? What will you do about this?

PRAY. “Father, thank You that You moved toward me first. Create holy enmity in my heart
wherever sin lives unnoticed. Do not let me make peace with what You oppose.”

TUESDAY. “Your Offspring and Her Offspring” — Genesis 3:15b

THINK. The word “offspring” (zera ) refers both to a collective people and to a single, ultimate
descendant. God divides humanity into two lines: the serpent’s and the woman’s line.

REFLECT. Your life is never isolated. Oh my What a thought. You belong to one of two
stories, one of two families, one of two kingdoms. Unity with God’s people is rooted in this
ancient promise.

APPLY. How does seeing yourself as part of God’s covenant people reshape the way you
endure temptation or spiritual conflict today? How are you accessing that community to help you
in your battle with sin?

PRAY. “Lord, thank You for making me part of the line that belongs to Christ. Help me live
today like a redeemed person representing you and my spiritual family.”
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WEDNESDAY. “He Shall Bruise Your Head” — Genesis 3:15¢

THINK. The promise narrows to one man. One “He.” One champion. One Hero. One who will
crush the serpent’s head decisively.

REFLECT. Christ’s victory is not partial or precarious. The serpent’s head is crushed. His
power broken, his fate sealed. Every spiritual battle you face is fought in the shadow of a
triumph already won. Don’t let sin have the victory in you. Live in Christ’s victory.

APPLY. Where do you need to stand in Christ’s victory today rather than your own strength?

PRAY. “Jesus, thank You that You are the promised Offspring who crushed the serpent. Help
me walk in Your victory and not in my weakness.”

THURSDAY. “You Shall Bruise His Heel” — Genesis 3:15d

THINK. The Redeemer wins through suffering. The serpent wounds Him, but the wound is
temporary, not fatal.

REFLECT. Our salvation came not by Christ avoiding suffering but by entering it. The cross is
the pattern of discipleship, victory through humility, strength through weakness, glory through
obedience.

APPLY. Where is Christ inviting you to embrace a cruciform posture, patient endurance,
obedience, humility, instead of demanding ease? In whatever situation, follow Jesus!

PRAY. “Lord Jesus, teach me the way of the cross. Use my wounds to deepen my dependence
on You and the expression of your life in me.”

FRIDAY. “The Gospel in Eden” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. Genesis 3:15 forms the blueprint of the gospel: God acts, God chooses, God sends, God
wins.

REFLECT. The Bible’s entire story flows from this seed promise. Every page pulls the thread
forward until it reaches Jesus. This means your story, your struggle, your disappointment, your
hope, is rooted in something God promised before the world had time to repair itself.

APPLY. How does knowing the gospel began in Eden, and was fulfilled at the cross, steady
your heart in this season of your life?

PRAY. “Father, thank You that the gospel is older than my sin and stronger than my weakness.
Align my heart to Your story today. Help me to live in your victory.”
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MONDAY. “God Acts First” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. Before Adam speaks, God moves. Grace initiates.
REFLECT. Healthy marriages are built not merely on equality or preference but on grace that
initiates. Someone moves first toward reconciliation, forgiveness, or tenderness because God

moved first toward us.

APPLY. Where do the two of you need to imitate God’s initiative this week, beginning a needed
conversation, offering forgiveness, or pursuing emotional closeness? You go first!

PRAY “Father, help us reflect Your initiating love. Make our home a place where each of us
moves first in your grace.”

TUESDAY. “Enmity With Sin, Not Each Other” — Genesis 3:15
THINK. God creates enmity, not between the couple, but between the couple and the serpent.

REFLECT. Marriage weakens when spouses make peace with the wrong enemy. Your spouse is
not your adversary. The serpent is. Remember that when you are tempted to think otherwise.

APPLY. Where has the enemy tried to turn your frustration against your spouse instead of
against sin, pride, or misunderstanding? Repent of that and go first in grace.

PRAY. “Lord, unite our hearts against sin, not against each other. Give us discernment to see the
real enemy.”

WEDNESDAY. “The Offspring Promise and Our Legacy” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. God works redemption through a family line.



21

REFLECT. Marriage is more than companionship. It contributes to God’s redemptive work in
the world, shaping a home that reflects Christ. Your marriage and home can be a Gospel outpost.

APPLY. What practices can strengthen your spiritual legacy: prayer together, Scripture,
hospitality, rhythms of blessing?

PRAY. “Father, make our home an active part of Your redemptive line and story. Let us see our
our marriage as a witness of Christ’s love and then shape it into that form.”

THURSDAY. “The Wounded Redeemer and Sacrificial Love” — Genesis 3:15
THINK. The serpent wounds the Savior; love suffers to save.
REFLECT. Marriage thrives when spouses choose sacrificial love over self-protection.
Christlike love absorbs inconvenience, discomfort, and even hurt to pursue reconciliation and
flourishing. How are you doing that? Or are you doing otherwise?
APPLY. What is one sacrificial act each of you can offer the other today?
PRAY. “Jesus, teach us love that mirrors Yours, humble, patient, and willing to pay a cost.”

FRIDAY. “Living in the Victory of the Cross” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. Christ crushed the serpent’s head. Your victory has already been secured.
REFLECT. Marriages lose hope when couples forget they live under Christ’s victory. Fear,
shame, and old patterns do not have the final word. You are saved by and live in grace. Rejoice

in that and then live out of it.

APPLY. What recurring, defeating patterns do you need to bring into the light of Christ’s
victory as a couple?

PRAY. “Lord, anchor our marriage in Christ’s triumph. Give us courage to live in grace, trusting
you and not ourselves. Grant us the unity of such gospel hope in every season.”
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MONDAY. “God Spoke First” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. God didn’t wait for Adam and Eve to fix themselves. He came to find them.
REFLECT. Teach your children that God always moves toward us first when we sin, when we
hide, when we’re scared. Remind them we cannot fix ourselves. This is why we should not to run
from God but fo God.

APPLY. Ask: “Why do we run from God?” & say, “Let commit to running to God.”

PRAY. “God, thank You that You always come find us. Help our family trust Your love and run
toward you when we sin.”

TUESDAY. “God Makes Us Hate Sin” — Genesis 3:15
THINK. God put enmity between the serpent and the woman.
REFLECT. Define enmity (from the sermon notes) and then explain to your children that when
they feel bad about sin, that is God helping them, not shaming them. Conviction is a proof we are

Christians and God is calling us back to himself.

APPLY. Ask: “How has God been convicting you this week?”” or “What wrong things has God
been helping you say no to this week?”’

PRAY “Lord, give our family hearts that love Jesus and hate sin.”
WEDNESDAY. “The Promise of a Rescuer” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. God promised a child who would one day defeat the serpent.



23

REFLECT. Point your children to Jesus as the promised Hero, God’s Rescuer sent long before
Easter or Christmas. Remind them that even you, as parents, need Jesus as your Savior.

APPLY. Ask: “What do you love most about Jesus as our Rescuer?”

PRAY. “Thank You, Jesus, for coming to save us. Help us follow You with happy hearts.”
THURSDAY. “Jesus Was Hurt to Save Us” — Genesis 3:15

THINK. The serpent bruised Jesus’ heal.

REFLECT. How did the serpent bruise Jesus? Share with your children that Jesus allowed
Himself to be hurt so he can feel and heal their hurt.

APPLY Ask: “What should I do with my sin? With my hurt?”
PRAY. “Jesus, thank You for being wounded so we could be healed.”

FRIDAY. “Jesus Wins Forever” — Genesis 3:15 / Revelation 20
THINK. Jesus didn’t just get hurt. He survived and he crushed the serpent’s head.

REFLECT. Your children need to know: evil does not win. Jesus wins forever. And everyone
who trusts Him shares in that present and eternal victory.

APPLY. Ask: “What fears can we give to Jesus because He has already won?”

PRAY. “Lord, help our family live with confidence that Jesus wins forever. Make our home full
of His joy.”



