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Life from the Dust
Psalm 119:25-32
(Daleth)

Intro: As we come to the fourth section of Psalm 119, we discover a noticeable shift in
tone.

e In Aleph, the psalmist celebrated the blessed life of walking in God’s ways.
e In Beth, he showed us how to obtain it by hiding God’s Word in our hearts
e In Gimel, he reminds us that a pilgrim mentality leads to the blessed life.

But sometimes, the journey becomes difficult. Sometimes obedience becomes costly. Sometimes
the traveler grows weary. That is where Daleth begins.

The psalmist who was confidently walking with God in the previous sections now finds himself
in the dust (v. 25). The language is striking. He is no longer describing the blessedness of God’s
path or the wonder of God’s truth. He is describing weakness, exhaustion, sorrow, and a
desperate need for revival.

But this is not a departure from the themes of the first three sections. It is their inevitable
continuation.

e Anyone who seeks to walk in God’s ways, treasure God’s Word, and live as a pilgrim in
a fallen world will eventually encounter seasons of weariness.

e The question is not whether we will find ourselves in the dust. The question is where we
will look when we do.



In these verses, the psalmist teaches us that

e the same Word that guides the believer also revives the believer.
o the same Word that directs our steps also strengthens our hearts when we can scarcely
take another step.

Daleth is the testimony of a weary saint who discovers that God’s Word not only shows us the
way to live, it gives life to those whom life has brought low.

Big Idea: When we, as God’s pilgriming people, are weak, weary, and near the dust, God uses
his Word to revive, strengthen, teach, and direct them. This enables us to live the blessed life.

First: The Bible Revives the Weary Soul (vv. 25-28)

a) My soul clings to the dust (v. 25)
Several biblical themes converge in the word dust.

1 - Dust reminds us of our creation
Genesis 2:7 - Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground...

Dust reminds us that we are creatures, not creators. We are dependent beings. We are not self-
sufficient.

2 - Dust reminds us of the Fall and death
After Adam sinned, God said, For you are dust, and to dust you shall return. (Genesis 3:19)

So, dust becomes a symbol of mortality. It reminds us that we were created from something as
common and simple as dust and that death entered the world through sin.

When the psalmist says his soul clings to the dust, he may be expressing a sense of being close to
death, exhausted by affliction (we don’t know the source but could it be v 23), or overwhelmed
by the effects of life in a fallen world.

3 - Dust is a symbol of brokenness
Throughout Scripture, people like Job sit in dust when mourning, grieving, or repenting.
o Job sat “in ashes” after being struck by Satan (Job 2:8).
e Tamar put ashes on her head after she was violated (2 Samuel 13:19).

e Mordecai wore sackcloth and ashes after hearing of the plan to kill the Jews (Esther 4:1).
e The people of Nineveh sat in ashes in repentance after Jonah’s preaching (Jonah 3:6).



4 — Dust is a metaphor for judgement
Jeremiah describes Jerusalem sitting in the dust after judgment.

Lamentations 2:10 - The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on the ground in silence; they have
thrown dust on their heads and put on sackcloth...

The image is one of being brought low.
e Pride is gone.
o Strength is gone.
e A person has reached the end of herself or himself.
5 - Dust Is Associated with Defeat
Psalm 72:9 - May desert tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust!
So, to be in the dust is to be conquered, humbled, and powerless.
6 - Dust Is the Realm of the Grave
Several passages connect dust with death and burial.
Daniel 12:2 - Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake...
7 - God Lifts People from the Dust
This is one of Scripture’s great themes.
After Samuel was born Hannah sang - He raises up the poor from the dust. (1 Samuel 2:8)
The psalmist declares - He raises the poor from the dust. (Psalm 113:7)
o Here, the psalmist is at a very low point of his life.
e He is in the realm of weakness, mortality, discouragement, and perhaps even despair.
o But here he learns that God specializes in lifting people from places of weakness, shame,

and death.

And he knows where life comes from. He does not ask for better circumstances first. He asks for
life according to God’s Word.

Importantly, this verse echoes the larger biblical story:
e Humanity was formed from dust.

e Sin returned humanity to dust.
e God raises people from the dust.



o Ultimately, God will raise the dead from the dust through Christ.
But here, the psalmist uses a word — clings — that means —
e To stick to

e To adhere to
e To cleave to

e To hold fast
e To remain attached

It’s used of:

a) Marriage- A man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife...
(Genesis 2:24)

b) Covenant Loyalty to God - You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and
hold fast to him... (Deuteronomy 10:20)

How does God do this? Look at the next three verses
b) Give me life me according to your word (v. 25)
c) Teach me your statutes (v. 26)

d) Make me understand your precepts (v. 27)

Per vs 25-27, dependence is one of the major themes of Psalm 119 and the psalmist sees God’s
word as the antidote to sorrow, depression, heartache, despair, etc.

e) My soul melts...strengthen me in my sorrow (v. 28)

1 - “melts” = The Hebrew verb is dalap (777), and its basic meaning is to drip, leak, trickle
away, or waste away little by little.

The imagery is vivid. Think of:
e A leaking roof that steadily drips.
o Water slowly running away.

o Something gradually dissolving or wasting away.

The psalmist’s is not just hurting him. It is draining him. You’ve felt that, as though day after
day just drains the life from you.

2 — And yet, this is a great verse. How has God strengthened you in your sorrow. What
particular Bible verses strengthen you in your weakness?



Second: The Word Directs the Faithful Heart (vv. 29-30)

a) Remove false ways from me (v. 29)
When life presses us into the dust, it is tempting to use whatever means are at our disposal to
escape sorrow or heartache. We can behave contrary to God’s Word. We sometimes worry about
seeing what comes out when we are squeezed because we’ve seen it before. This is why the
psalmist prays,

b) Graciously teach me your law (v. 29)

Notice vs 29a & b. He doesn’t create a vacuum. He doesn’t just ask to be saved from “false
ways” (29a). He fills it with God’s Word (29b).

c) Ihave chosen the way of faithfulness (v. 30)
d) I setyour rules before me (v. 30)

What a great testimony these two verses are. God has made us responsible, moral creatures who

can and should choose him with every choice we make. We have to take accountability for our
choices, reactions, etc.

Third: The Word Enlarges the Obedient Life (vv. 31-32)
a) Icling to your testimonies (v. 31)
Verse 25 reads, My soul clings to the dust.
The psalmist is attached to the wrong thing.

Dust represents weakness, mortality, sorrow, and perhaps even the nearness of death. His soul
feels stuck to the ground. He cannot lift himself.

But by verse 31, the psalmist writes, / cling to your testimonies.
This is important because the object of attachment has changed.

The movement of the stanza is from:

o Clinging to dust
e To clinging to God’s Word

The pilgrim begins this section face down in the dust and ends it holding fast to God’s
testimonies.

There is almost a hidden question running through the stanza.



IMP: What are you attached to? What is most meaningful to you? What carries the most weight
in your life?

The human heart always clings to something.

Some people cling to circumstances.
Some cling to political outcomes.
Some cling to retirement.

Some cling to fear.

Some cling to bitterness.

Some cling to success.

Some cling to comfort.

Some cling to discouragement.

The psalmist discovers that life comes when he transfers his grip from the dust to God’s
testimonies.

Point: In verse 25, the psalmist’s soul is glued to the dust. In verse 31, his heart is glued to

God’s Word.
Christianity is not about learning how to cling harder.
1t is learning what is worthy of your grip.
b) Let me not be put to shame (v. 31)

The word ‘shame’ here means,

©)
d)

To be disappointed

To be disgraced

To be confounded

To have one’s hopes proven false

In the Old Testament, shame is often more than an inward feeling of embarrassment. It is
the experience of being exposed, disappointed, or publicly shown to have trusted in the
wrong thing.

I will run in the way of your commandments (v. 32a)

For you enlarge my heart (v. 32b)

The final verse of the Daleth section brings the stanza to a remarkable conclusion.

The psalmist began with his soul clinging to the dust.
He was weak, discouraged, and in desperate need of God’s reviving grace.
Yet by verse 32, the picture has changed dramatically.

He now declares, “I will run in the way of your commandments.” The image is no longer one of
weakness and immobility but of energy, freedom, and joyful obedience.



So, as we learned earlier, the Christian life is not merely about avoiding sin or reluctantly
complying with God’s commands. God’s purpose is to bring His people to the place where
obedience becomes the eager pursuit of a heart that delights in Him.

The verb “run’ is significant.

o Walking suggests steady progress, but

e running suggests eagerness, determination, and delight.

e The psalmist is not dragging himself along the path of obedience.
o Heis eagerly pursuing it.

1 John 5:3 - For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome.

The believer who has tasted God’s goodness does not merely tolerate God’s will; he increasingly
desires it. The psalmist knows that obedience is not a prison but a pathway to the blessed life. It
is not a restriction of life but the proper expression of life.

Yet the psalmist knows that this kind of obedience does not originate within himself. He does not
say, “I will run because I have become disciplined,” or “I will run because I have finally found
sufficient determination.”
Instead, he does so because God has “enlarge(d) my heart.” The source of spiritual vitality is not
human effort but divine action. God Himself must do something within the believer that enables
such joyful obedience.
The phrase “enlarge my heart” carries the idea of

e making room,

e expanding capacity,

e removing constraints.

This is one of the great principles of biblical sanctification.

¢ God does not merely give commands;
e He changes hearts.

The law can direct our steps, but only God can enlarge the heart.
The believer’s progress in holiness is not ultimately the result of greater willpower but of God’s
transforming work within. As God enlarges the heart, obedience becomes increasingly natural,

joyful, and wholehearted.

The same God who revives the soul in verse 25 is the God who enlarges the heart in verse 32.



Run, John, run, the Law commands,
But gives us neither feet nor hands.
Far better news the Gospel brings,
1t bids us fly and gives us wings.
Jason Meyer in The End of the Law.: Mosaic Covenant in Pauline Theology, (B&H 2010).

Fourth: And This is Where the Gospel Meets Us
a) The Father Commands This

The Father commands His people to walk in His ways, trust His Word, and delight in His
commandments. He calls us to live the blessed life revealed throughout Psalm 119.

b) The Son Fulfills This

Jesus is the only pilgrim who never found Himself in the dust because of His own sin. Yet He
willingly entered the dust for us. He took upon Himself our weakness, our sorrow, and ultimately
our death.

In Gethsemane He was overwhelmed with sorrow.
At Calvary He entered the dust of death itself.
Psalm 22:15 (the Psalm of the cross) - You lay me in the dust of death.

e Where we have failed to delight in God’s Word, Christ delighted perfectly.
e  Where we have wandered, Christ obeyed perfectly.
e  Where we have clung to lesser things, Christ clung perfectly to His Father’s will.

c) The Spirit Enables This
The same Spirit who raised Christ from the dead now lives in us. He

e revives weary souls,

e teaches God’s truth,

o enlarges our hearts, and

e enables us to run in the way of God’s commandments.

e The Christian life is not self-improvement.

o It is resurrection power at work in weak people.

e The Spirit takes those who cling to the dust and teaches them to run in the path of
obedience.

Conclusion: The movement in every section is important, and this one is no different. The
Daleth story is one of grace. The man who begins the stanza glued to the dust ends the stanza



running in the path of God’s commandments. What changed? God gave him life according to His
Word. He will do the same for you.
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The Wav to the Blessed Life -

Observation

What repeated requests does the psalmist make in verses 25-28?

What words and phrases describe the psalmist’s condition at the beginning of the stanza?
What does the psalmist ask God to do according to His Word in verses 25, 27, and 28?
What contrast do you notice between verse 25 (“My soul clings to the dust”) and verse 31
(“I cling to your testimonies’)?

What actions does the psalmist take in verses 29-30?

How does the stanza end in verse 32, and how is that different from how it begins?

Interpretation

What do you think the image of “clinging to the dust” communicates about the psalmist’s
spiritual and emotional condition?

Why does the psalmist repeatedly ask for life, understanding, teaching, and strength from
God’s Word instead of merely asking for his circumstances to change?

What does verse 28 teach us about the relationship between sorrow and God’s
strengthening grace?

Why do you think the psalmist prays, “Remove from me false ways,” before affirming
that he has chosen the way of faithfulness?

What is the significance of moving from clinging to the dust (v. 25) to clinging to God’s
testimonies (v. 31)?
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What does the phrase “you enlarge my heart” teach us about the source of joyful
obedience?

Correlation

How does Genesis 2:7 help us understand the significance of dust in verse 25?

How does Genesis 3:19 deepen the meaning of the psalmist’s cry when he says his soul
clings to the dust?

Read 1 Samuel 2:8 and Psalm 113:7. What do these passages teach about God’s habit of
lifting people from the dust?

How does Psalm 22:15 connect the language of dust to the suffering of Christ?

Read Romans 8:11. How does the Spirit’s work of resurrection help us understand the
revival and strengthening described in this stanza?

How does 1 John 5:3 help explain the psalmist’s statement, “I will run in the way of your
commandments”?

Application

Have you experienced a season when your soul felt as though it was “clinging to the
dust”? What made that season difficult?

When discouragement, grief, disappointment, or exhaustion come, where are you most
tempted to look for relief?

What “false ways” are believers, are you, often tempted to embrace when life becomes
painful?

What specific passages of Scripture have strengthened you during seasons of sorrow or
weakness?

What are some things people commonly cling to besides God’s Word? How do those
things ultimately disappoint?

What would it look like this week for you to move from merely enduring God’s
commands to running in the way of His commandments?

In what area of life do you most need God to enlarge your heart so that obedience
becomes more joyful and wholehearted?

This is Where the Gospel Meets Us

The sermon emphasized that Jesus entered “the dust of death” for us. Why is that
important for understanding Psalm 119:25-32?

Where do you see Jesus perfectly fulfilling what the psalmist longs for in this passage?
How does Christ’s perfect obedience encourage believers who feel weary, weak, or
defeated?

Why is Christianity more than self-improvement or greater determination?

How does the Holy Spirit revive weary believers today?

Which part of the gospel gives you the most encouragement when you find yourself “in
the dust™?



32. How does the gospel move us from clinging to the dust to clinging to Christ and His
Word?

CG Leader Closing Thought: As you know, the movement of each section is important to
understanding it. From the first to the last verse of each section, the psalmist is going
somewhere. He’s teaching us something he doesn’t want us to miss. This is easily seen in this
passage. The psalmist begins face down in the dust and ends running in God’s ways. God’s
Word not only shows us the path; God Himself gives life, strength, understanding, and a new
heart, as well as ability to walk it...to run in it. The gospel assures us that the God who raises
people from the dust is still at work in His people today. Help your CG apply that truth.
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