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THROUGH GOD
PSALM 119:126

THE ALEPH
It is time for the LORD to act,

for your law has been broken.
o




Doing Right While Waiting for God
Psalm 119:121
“I have done what is just and right; do not leave me to my oppressors.”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life begins with a man who believes he’s
done the right thing and yet finds himself suffering anyway. The psalmist has acted with justice
and righteousness, but that hasn’t kept others from treating him unjustly. So he does what the
blessed life has repeatedly taught us to do. He takes his life to God. He can control whether he
does what is right. He can’t control what others do in response. He has to entrust that to the Lord.

Think

Ayin begins with a really striking statement: “/ have done what is just and right.” The
word translated “just” (va¥n, mispat) belongs to the vocabulary of justice and right judgment that
we’ve encountered throughout Psalm 119. The word translated “right” (p7%, sedeq) speaks of
righteousness, of what conforms to the standard of what is right. Together, the words emphasize
that the psalmist believes he has acted properly in the situation he’s describing.

The psalmist isn’t claiming sinless perfection. We already know that throughout this
psalm he has prayed for mercy, acknowledged his tendency to wander, and repeatedly asked God
to teach and sustain him. Here his claim is more specific. In the matter before him, his
conscience is clear. He has tried to do what is just and right. And yet he has “oppressors.”That
combination is important. We sometimes assume that doing what’s right should protect us from
painful consequences. If we obey God, treat people fairly, tell the truth, and make the right
decision, we expect things to turn out well. Often they do. But Scripture never promises that
righteousness will always receive an immediate righteous response from other people.

Joseph did what was right when he refused Potiphar’s wife, and he went to prison. Daniel
faithfully served the king, and jealous men plotted to have him thrown into a lions’ den. Jesus
lived a perfectly righteous life, and men crucified Him. Doing right and being treated right aren't
always companions in a fallen world. Notice, though, what the psalmist does with the injustice:
“do not leave me to my oppressors.” He brings it to God. The verb translated “leave” (o, niiah)
can carry the idea of leaving, abandoning, or giving someone over. The psalmist is asking God
not to abandon him to the power of those who would mistreat him. He doesn’t say, “I have done
what is just and right, so now I'll make sure they get what they deserve.” He asks God to defend
him.

This doesn’t mean Scripture prohibits us from confronting wrongdoing, seeking justice,
correcting falsehood, or using appropriate means to protect ourselves and others. The psalmist’s
concern is deeper. He knows that his ultimate vindication doesn’t rest in his own hands. He can
act justly. He can do what’s right. But he can’t control the outcome. God must take care of that.
And that introduces one of the central themes of Ayin. By verse 126, the psalmist will pray, “/t is
time for the LORD to act.” He knows there are things he’s responsible to do and things only God
can do. Importantly, the blessed life requires knowing the difference.



Reflect

There’s a particular kind of pain that comes from being hurt after you’ve genuinely tried
to do the right thing. When we know we’ve done wrong, at least we can understand why
consequences have followed. But when our conscience is clear, and we’re still misunderstood,
criticized, rejected, or mistreated, we may find ourselves asking, “Lord, why did this happen
when I was trying to do what was right?”

Psalm 119:121 doesn't promise that righteousness will prevent that experience. It teaches
us what to do when it comes. Keep doing what’s right, and entrust what you can’t control to
God. That requires faith because we usually want vindication quickly. We want
misunderstandings corrected, motives clarified, accusations answered, and wrongs made right.
Sometimes God does that quickly. Sometimes He doesn't. There may even be circumstances in
which full vindication doesn't come in this life.

So, think about this. Is there a situation in your life where you’ve tried to do what is just and
right but haven't received a just and right response? Has the way others responded tempted you
to abandon the very righteousness you were trying to practice?

And here is where the gospel meets us. No one could ever say “I have done what is just and
right” more completely than Jesus. He “committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth”
(1 Peter 2:22). Yet He was falsely accused, mocked, beaten, and crucified. And what did He do?
Peter tells us that “when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him
who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23). Jesus trusted His Father when righteousness brought suffering
rather than relief. At the cross, He also bore the judgment for all the times we haven’t done what
is just and right. Then God raised Him from the dead, demonstrating that evil wouldn’t have the
final word. And now, by His Holy Spirit, He is forming within us the character of Christ so that
we can continue doing what’s right even when doing right costs us something.

Apply

Think about a situation today in which someone else's response to you is troubling you.
Before concentrating on what that person has done, begin where the psalmist begins. Ask
yourself honestly, “Have I done what is just and right?” 1f the answer is no, you know what to
do. Confess what you've done, make whatever correction is possible, and seek forgiveness where
necessary. But if, after honest examination before God, your conscience is clear, resist the
temptation to take control of everything that happens next. Do whatever faithfulness requires of
you, and then entrust the outcome to God.

You don't have to answer every criticism, correct every misunderstanding, or force
everyone to see the situation as you see it. There are things you can do, and there are things only
God can do. Your responsibility is faithfulness. God can be trusted with the rest.

And remember this. Doing what’s right doesn't guarantee that others will treat you right,
but it allows you to place what happens next into the hands of the God who always judges
rightly.



Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, You see every circumstance completely. You know where I’ve acted rightly, and You
also know where my motives, words, and actions have fallen short. Give me the humility to
confess what is mine to confess and the courage to continue doing what is just and right even
when obedience is costly.

By Your Holy Spirit, keep me from bitterness, retaliation, and the desire to control how
others respond to me. When I’'m misunderstood or treated unjustly, help me entrust myself to
You. Give me wisdom to know what faithfulness requires of me and faith to leave in Your hands
what only You can make right.

Thank You for Jesus, who always did what was just and right and yet suffered unjustly
for sinners like me. Thank You that He entrusted Himself to You, bore my sin on the cross, and
rose again. Form His righteousness and trust within me so that whatever others may do, I will
continue walking the path of the blessed life with You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Asking God to Guarantee the Outcome
Psalm 119:122

“Give your servant a pledge of good, let not the insolent oppress me.”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life continues the psalmist’s prayer for
God’s protection. In the previous verse, he asked God not to leave him to his oppressors. Now he
asks for something even more personal: “Give your servant a pledge of good.” He wants
assurance that God will ultimately bring good out of what he’s facing. He doesn’t know how the
situation will turn out, but he knows the God into whose hands he has placed it. If only he saw
the cross, he would know God can take the worst thing and work it out for good.

Think

The opening words of verse 122 are unusual: “Give your servant a pledge of good.” The
word translated “pledge” comes from the Hebrew verb (27y, ‘a@rab), which can mean to give
security, become surety for someone, or guarantee an obligation. The idea is familiar to us. A
person who cosigns a loan pledges that if the borrower can’t pay, the cosigner will assume
responsibility. The psalmist is asking God, in effect, “Lord, guarantee my good. Take

responsibility for what happens to me.”” That’s a remarkable prayer.

Notice how naturally it follows verse 121. There the psalmist said, “I have done what is
just and right; do not leave me to my oppressors.” He has done what he can do. He has tried to
act justly and rightly. Now he asks God to take responsibility for what he can’t do.

There’s an important distinction there. Faithfulness doesn’t mean that we’re responsible for
every outcome. We’re responsible to obey God, speak truthfully, act justly, love others, and do
what He has given us to do. But there comes a point when we reach the limits of our
responsibility and ability. We can do what’s right. We can’t guarantee what happens next.

So the psalmist asks God to do what he can’t do for himself: “Give your servant a pledge of
good.”

The expression “for good” doesn’t necessarily mean that the psalmist expects God to
make his circumstances immediately pleasant. Throughout Psalm 119, he has experienced
affliction, opposition, disappointment, and suffering. He already knows that the blessed life isn’t
a trouble-free life. He’s asking God to guarantee that his enemies won’t have the final word over
him.

Then notice how he describes himself: “your servant.” That expression occurs twice in this
stanza, here and again in verse 124. In verse 125 he will say it even more directly: “I am your
servant.” The repetition matters. The psalmist’s confidence isn’t based merely on his
circumstances. It grows out of his relationship with God. He belongs to the Lord. There’s both
humility and security in those words. Humility says, “I am Your servant. You are the Master.”
Security says, “I am Your servant. I belong to You.” Because he belongs to God, he can entrust
his future to God.

Then the second half of the verse returns to the threat introduced in verse 121: “let not the
insolent oppress me.” The word translated “insolent” (2°71, zédim) refers to the proud or



presumptuous. We’ve met these people before in Psalm 119. They are those whose pride leads
them to disregard God and mistreat those who seek to follow Him. But the psalmist doesn’t
answer their pride with his own power. He asks God to intervene. That gives us the movement of
the first two verses of Ayin. The psalmist does what’s right, asks God not to abandon him, and
then places the outcome in God’s hands. He’s learning that faithfulness includes both doing what
God has given us to do and trusting God with what only He can do.

Reflect

Most of us are more comfortable with the first part of that than the second. We want to do what’s
right, but then we also want to manage the results. We want to make sure people understand our
motives. We want to control how others respond. We want to know how everything will turn out
before we’re willing to release it into God’s hands. But there are no guarantees that life will
unfold according to our plans. The psalmist understands that. That’s why he asks God to be his
pledge.

There’s something wonderfully freeing about recognizing the boundary between our
responsibility and God’s. There are things God has given us to do, and we should do them
faithfully. But there are also outcomes we simply can’t control. We can’t control another
person’s heart. We can’t determine tomorrow’s circumstances. We can’t guarantee that people
will treat us fairly. We can’t make every wrong come right. But God can be trusted with all of
that.

So, think about this. What are you presently trying to guarantee for yourself? Is there
some outcome you’re trying to control because you’re afraid of what might happen if you simply
place it in God’s hands?

And here is where the gospel meets us. We needed someone to do far more than
guarantee that our present circumstances would turn out well. We needed someone to stand for
us before God. Jesus became the guarantor of what we could never secure for ourselves.
Hebrews says that “Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant” (Hebrews 7:22). He
gave Himself for us at the cross, bore our sin, rose from the dead, and secured our eternal good.
That doesn’t mean everything that happens to us will feel good. The cross itself reminds us of
that. But it does mean that for those who belong to Christ, no circumstance can overturn the good
God has ultimately promised us. By His Holy Spirit, God is even at work within the difficult
things we can’t understand, conforming us to the image of His Son and carrying us toward the
good that image-bearing carries with it.

Apply

Identify something in your life whose outcome you’re presently trying to control. Perhaps
it involves a relationship, your family, your work, your health, a decision you’ve made, or a
circumstance you desperately want to resolve. Ask yourself first, “What has God given me to
do?” If there’s an act of obedience required, do it. If there’s a conversation you need to have,
have it. If there’s something you need to correct, correct it. If faithfulness requires patience, wait.



Then ask a second question: “What am I trying to do that only God can do?” That may
be the harder question. Turn that part of the situation over to Him. Pray the words of the
psalmist: “Give your servant a pledge of good.” This side of the cross, we see that God has
already done that. After that, you may not know what God will do, when He’ll do it, or how
He’ll do it. But you know that you belong to Him.

And remember this. You’re responsible for faithfulness. You don’t have to carry the
burden of guaranteeing the outcome. You can entrust that to God because the Bible is the record
of His faithfulness.

Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, I am Your servant, and I belong to You. You know the circumstances I’m facing
and the outcomes I can’t control. Forgive me for the times I’ve tried to carry responsibilities that
belong to You alone.

By Your Holy Spirit, give me wisdom to know what You’ve called me to do and faith to
entrust everything else to You. Help me act justly, walk faithfully, and then release the outcome
into Your hands. When I’m afraid of what others may do or what tomorrow may bring, remind
me that my life is secure in Your care.

Thank You for Jesus, who gave Himself for me, rose from the dead, and secured the
eternal good I could never secure for myself. He has modeled this life for me and become the
guarantor of a better covenant. This is why Your promises find their “Yes” in Him. Teach me to
rest in what Christ has accomplished and trust You with what I can’t control. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



Waiting Until Your Eyes Grow Weary
Psalm 119:123
“My eyes long for your salvation and for the fulfillment of your righteous promise.”
Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life reminds us that waiting for God can
become exhausting. The psalmist has asked God not to leave him to his oppressors and to
guarantee his good. But nothing in the stanza suggests that God has acted yet. So the psalmist
waits, and he has waited so long that he describes his eyes as growing weary. Yet those weary
eyes are still looking in the right direction. He continues looking to God for salvation and
trusting Him to fulfill what He has promised.

Think

The opening words of verse 123 are vivid: “My eyes long for your salvation.” The verb
translated “long” (793, kalah) can mean to be finished, spent, consumed, or exhausted. The ESV
captures the sense with “/ong,” but the picture is stronger than simply wanting something very
much. The psalmist has been looking and waiting so long that his eyes are wearing out.

We’ve encountered almost identical language earlier in Psalm 119. In verse 82 the psalmist said,
“My eyes long for your promise, I ask, ‘When will you comfort me?’” Then in verse 123 he again
describes eyes exhausted from watching and waiting. The repetition tells us something about the
blessed life that we may not particularly like. Sometimes God makes His people wait longer than

they want to wait.

Think about the image. You’re waiting for someone to arrive. You look down the road.
You look again. Every movement catches your attention. Every sound makes you wonder
whether this is finally the moment. Eventually your eyes become tired from looking.
That’s the psalmist.

But notice what he’s looking for: “your salvation.” The Hebrew word (v, yesii ‘a)
speaks of salvation, deliverance, or rescue. In the immediate context, the psalmist is apparently
waiting for God to deliver him from the oppression mentioned in verses 121-122. He’s done
what is just and right. He’s asked God not to abandon him. He’s asked God to pledge his good.
Now he watches for God to act. That helps us see the progression of Ayin. In verse 121, the
psalmist does what’s right. In verse 122, he entrusts the outcome to God. In verse 123, he waits.
And waiting may be the hardest part.

We often find it easier to do something than to wait for God to do something. Action
gives us a sense of movement and control. Waiting reminds us that there are things we simply
can’t accomplish for ourselves. But the psalmist isn’t waiting for an undefined possibility. He is
also looking “for the fulfillment of your righteous promise.” Literally, he longs for God’s word of
righteousness. God has spoken, and because the One who spoke is righteous, His promise can be
trusted.

The word “righteous” matters. The psalmist’s confidence doesn’t rest in his ability to
predict when God will act. It rests in the character of the God who has promised. God’s Word is
righteous because God Himself is righteous. He won’t lie, forget, deceive, or fail to do what He



has said. So biblical waiting isn’t passive resignation. It’s actually really active. The psalmist’s
eyes are still looking toward God. They may be tired eyes, but they’re waiting eyes. They’re
believing eyes. And sometimes, faith is hard work.

Reflect

Some seasons of waiting are short. Others seem painfully long. We wait for an answer to prayer.
We wait for a relationship to change. We wait for direction. We wait for healing. We wait for a
prodigal to come home. We wait for a burden to lift. We wait for God to make something right
that has been wrong for far too long. And somewhere in the waiting, our eyes can grow tired.

Perhaps that’s where you are today. You haven't stopped believing in God. You haven't
abandoned His Word. You’re simply tired of looking down the road and wondering when He’s
going to act. Psalm 119:123 gives you permission to say that. The psalmist doesn’t pretend that
waiting is easy. His eyes are exhausted. But weariness hasn’t become unbelief. He’s tired of
waiting, but he hasn't stopped watching. That distinction matters. Faith doesn’t mean we never
become weary. Faith means that when we become weary, we continue looking toward the One in
whom our hope rests.

So, think about this. What have you been waiting for God to do? Have you been waiting
long enough that your eyes have grown weary? And has your weariness caused you to begin
looking somewhere else for what you’ve been waiting for God to provide?

And here is where the gospel meets us. For centuries God’s people waited for the
salvation He had promised. Generation followed generation, and still the Messiah didn’t come.
Then, “when the fullness of time had come,” God sent His Son (Galatians 4:4). God hadn’t
forgotten His promise. At precisely the right time, Jesus came. Then Jesus lived the perfect
waiting life, the one we haven’t lived, died for our faithless waiting, waited on God for three
days in the tomb and rose again from the dead. In Him, God has already accomplished the
salvation toward which all His promises pointed. And yet Christians still wait. We wait for
Christ to return, for our bodies to be raised, for sin and death to be finally defeated, and for
everything broken by the fall to be made new. Paul describes us as those who “wait for it with
patience” (Romans 8:25), which is another way of saying, “with tired eyes.” Yet by His Holy
Spirit, God keeps our weary eyes fixed on Christ and assures us that the God who fulfilled His
promise in His Son will fulfill every promise that remains.

Apply

Identify something you’ve been waiting for God to do. Be honest about how the waiting
has affected you. Are you disappointed? Frustrated? Tired? Have you begun to wonder whether
God has forgotten you or whether you misunderstood what you thought He would do?

Bring that weariness to Him. You don’t have to pretend that waiting is easier than it is. The
psalmist didn’t.

But then pay attention to where your eyes are looking. Waiting has a way of tempting us to look
for alternatives. When God seems slow, we may try to force an outcome, manufacture an answer,



or find somewhere else to place our hope. Instead, return to what God has actually promised in
His Word. Don't build your hope around something God never promised to do. Build it around
what He has said and who He has revealed Himself to be. Then keep looking toward Him.

Your eyes may become tired. Your timetable may pass. Your questions may remain unanswered
for longer than you imagined. But keep looking.

And remember this. Weary eyes can still be believing eyes. God’s delay never means that
God has forgotten His righteous promise.

Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, You know what I’ve been waiting for and how tired I sometimes become while I
wait. You know the prayers I’ve prayed repeatedly and the answers I’ve hoped would come
sooner. Forgive me for the times my weariness has caused me to doubt Your goodness or look
somewhere else for what only You can provide.

By Your Holy Spirit, keep my eyes fixed on You. Give me patience when Your timing is
different from mine and wisdom to distinguish between what I want and what You have actually
promised. When my eyes grow weary, strengthen my faith so that I continue looking toward You
and trusting Your righteous Word.

Thank You for Jesus, the Savior You promised and sent in the fullness of time. Thank
You that through His death and resurrection my salvation is secure and that He will come again
to complete everything You have promised. Until that day, keep my weary eyes believing and
looking toward You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



According to Your Steadfast Love
Psalm 119:124

“Deal with your servant according to your steadfast love, and teach me your statutes.”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life turns the psalmist’s attention from
what’s happening around him to what God is doing within him. He’s still waiting for God to deal
with his oppressors, but now his prayer becomes wonderfully personal: “Deal with your servant
according to your steadfast love, and teach me your statutes.” The psalmist wants God to act
against what is wrong, but while he waits, he also wants God to continue teaching him what is
right.

Think

Verse 124 begins with an important request: “Deal with your servant according to your
steadfast love.” The word translated “steadfast love” is the familiar Hebrew word (797, hesed).
We’ve encountered it repeatedly during our pilgrimage through Psalm 119. It describes God’s
faithful, covenant love, the love by which He commits Himself to His people and remains
faithful to them.

Notice what the psalmist doesn’t say. He doesn’t say, “Deal with me according to what [
deserve.” He says, “Deal with your servant according to your steadfast love.” That distinction
matters. Just three verses earlier, the psalmist said, “/ have done what is just and right” (v. 121).
He believes he has acted rightly in the situation he’s facing. But when he asks God to deal
personally with him, he doesn’t make his own righteousness the basis of his request. He appeals
to the character of God. That’s humility. That’s a good gospel perspective. There’s a great
difference between saying, “Lord, in this situation I believe I’ve done what’s right,” and saying,
“Lord, therefore You owe me something.” God doesn’t owe anyone anything and the psalmist
knows it. That’s why he does the first. He doesn’t do the second. He wants God to deal with him
according to hesed, God’s everlasting, steadfast love which is ultimately grounded in what Jesus
has done, not what we do.

And notice again that he describes himself as God’s “servant” three times in four verses.
That explains the second half of the verse: “and teach me your statutes.” This may be one of the
most striking prayers in Ayin. There are plenty of people around the psalmist who need
correcting. Yet his prayer is: “Teach me.” He doesn’t become so preoccupied with what God
needs to do in other people that he stops asking what God wants to do in him. That’s an
important mark of spiritual maturity. That progression is beautiful. He asks God to love him
according to His covenant faithfulness and teach him according to His revealed Word. The
servant of God needs both God's love and God's instruction.

Reflect
It’s much easier to ask God to change someone else than to ask Him to keep changing us.

That becomes especially true when we believe we’re right. If someone has mistreated us, our
attention naturally moves toward what’s wrong with them. We rehearse what they said. We think



about what they did. We imagine what they should have done differently. And before long, our
spiritual energy becomes focused almost entirely on someone else’s need for correction.

The psalmist refuses to let another person’s wrongdoing stop his own spiritual growth.

“Teach me your statutes.”

There’s great freedom in that prayer because you may not be able to change the person
who’s troubling you. You may not be able to change the circumstances surrounding you. You
may not even know when God intends to act. But God can continue changing you while you
wait. In fact, some of God’s deepest teaching takes place while we’re waiting for Him to change
something we desperately want changed.

So, think about this. Is there someone whose faults have occupied so much of your attention that
you’ve stopped asking what God might want to teach you? When you pray about a difficult
person or situation, do your prayers consist mainly of asking God to change them, or do you also
pray, “Lord, teach me”?

And here is where the gospel meets us. Jesus perfectly lived as the Father’s servant. He
could say, “I always do the things that are pleasing to him” (John 8:29). Even though many
people acted incorrectly around him, He never needed correction for sin, and He perfectly
submitted Himself to His Father’s will, even when that obedience led to the cross. And the cross
shows us the steadfast love to which the psalmist appeals. God’s steadfast love for sinners like us
ultimately led Him to give His Son for us. Jesus died for all the times we’ve resisted God’s
instruction, insisted on our own way, and concentrated on the sins of others while ignoring our
own. He rose again to give us new life, and now by His Holy Spirit, God continues teaching us,
correcting us, and forming the character of Christ within us.

Apply

Think about one difficult situation in your life right now, especially one involving
another person. You may already have a clear idea of what you think that person needs to learn.
Set that aside for a moment and pray the words of verse 124: “Deal with your servant according
to your steadfast love, and teach me your statutes.”

Then ask God specifically, “What do You want to teach me through this?” Perhaps He
wants to teach you patience. Perhaps humility. Perhaps courage, forgiveness, wisdom, restraint,
perseverance, or a deeper dependence upon Him. Perhaps He needs to correct something in you
that you haven't yet seen. Open His Word with a teachable heart. Don't allow another person’s
wrongdoing to become an excuse for stopping your own growth.

And remember this. When you’re surrounded by people who need God to change them,
don't forget that you still need God to change you.

Pray

If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.



Father, deal with me according to Your steadfast love. Thank You that I don't have to
approach You on the basis of my worthiness but can come as Your servant, trusting Y our faithful
love for me.

By Your Holy Spirit, keep my heart teachable. When I’m frustrated by the actions of
others, keep me from becoming so focused on what they need to learn that I stop listening to
what You want to teach me. Open my eyes to Your Word, give me humility to receive it, and
continue shaping my thoughts, attitudes, words, and actions according to Your will.

Thank You for Jesus, who perfectly submitted Himself to Your will and gave Himself on
the cross for my sin. Thank You that He rose again and that through Him I know Your steadfast
love. Continue forming His character within me as Y ou teach me to walk the path of the blessed
life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Give Me Understanding
Psalm 119:125
“I am your servant, give me understanding, that I may know your testimonies!”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life continues the psalmist’s humble
response to the wrongdoing around him. He’s surrounded by people who disregard God and His
Word, but he doesn’t assume that everyone else is the only one who needs help. In the previous
verse he prayed, “teach me your statutes.” Now he follows with another request: “give me
understanding.” The psalmist knows that belonging to God doesn’t mean he’s arrived. Because
he’s God’s servant, he wants to understand his Master’s Word more deeply.

Think

Verse 125 begins with a simple declaration: “I am your servant.” We’ve already seen the
word “servant” twice in Ayin. In verse 122, the psalmist prayed, “Give your servant a pledge of
good.” In verse 124, “Deal with your servant according to your steadfast love.” Now he makes
the relationship explicit: “/ am your servant.” That’s three times in four verses and that repetition
tells us something important about how the psalmist sees himself. He isn’t autonomous. He
doesn’t belong to himself. He belongs to God.

And that’s why the next words follow so naturally: “give me understanding.” The
Hebrew verb translated “give me understanding” (1°2, bin) carries the idea of discerning,
perceiving, or understanding something rightly. The psalmist isn’t merely asking for more
information. He wants the ability to understand God’s Word so that he can see things as God
sees them. That’s the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7) and an important distinction. It’s
possible to know what the Bible says without understanding how its truth should shape the way
we think and live. We can accumulate biblical information without developing biblical wisdom.
The psalmist wants more.

So the psalmist prays, “Give me understanding, that [ may know your testimonies!”
Notice also that he asks God to give him understanding. He doesn’t assume that intelligence,
education, experience, or careful study alone will be enough. Those things have value. We
should read carefully, study diligently, think deeply, and use every resource God has given us.

But ultimately, if we’re going to understand God’s Word rightly, we need God’s help.
That’s why the psalmist prays in a way we have repeatedly witnessed throughout Psalm 119:
“Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law” (v. 18). “Teach me, O
LORD, the way of your statutes” (v. 33). “Give me understanding, that I may keep your law” (v.
34). And now: “Give me understanding, that I may know your testimonies!” The psalmist never
seems to reach the point where he thinks, “I’ve studied God’s Word long enough. I've got this.”
The more he knows, the more he realizes how much he needs God to teach him. That’s spiritual
maturity.

And notice how verses 124 and 125 belong together: “teach me your statutes.” “give me
understanding.” The psalmist isn’t satisfied merely to possess God’s Word. He wants God’s
Word to possess his thinking. That becomes especially important in the context of Ayin. The



psalmist is surrounded by people who are breaking God’s law. In the next verse he’ll say, “I¢ is
time for the LORD to act, for your law has been broken.” But before he asks God to act against
the lawlessness around him, he asks God to deepen his understanding of the Word within him.
That order matters.

Reflect

There’s something dangerous about becoming so familiar with Scripture that we stop
approaching it as learners. We’ve read the passage before. We know the story. We’ve heard
sermons about it. We may even have taught it to someone else. And familiarity can quietly
convince us that we already understand everything God wants us to see. The psalmist won’t let
us become that comfortable. “I am your servant; give me understanding.” The longer we walk
with God, the more natural that prayer should become. There’s always more to learn because
there’s always more of our thinking that needs to be brought under the authority of God’s Word.

And notice again the relationship between servanthood and understanding. A servant
needs to know what his master wants. If I belong to God, then understanding His Word isn’t
merely an intellectual exercise. I want to know what He has said because I want to know how He
wants me to live. His glory and my good are synonymous so while God is deserving of the praise
from a life well-lived, it is also to our advantage to know how to live and live accordingly.

So, think about this. When you open the Bible, do you still approach it as someone who
needs God to give you understanding? Or has familiarity with Scripture sometimes caused you to
read it without really expecting God to teach you anything new?

And here is where the gospel meets us. Jesus was the perfectly obedient Servant of the
Father. He knew His Father’s will and always did what pleased Him. Yet Jesus also willingly
entered our human condition and lived in complete dependence upon His Father. He obeyed all
the way to the cross, where He died for all the times we’ve ignored, misunderstood, or disobeyed
God’s Word. Then He rose again and gave His Holy Spirit to His people to enable them to
follow Him. Jesus promised that the Spirit would guide His disciples into truth (John 16:13). The
same Spirit who inspired the Scriptures now lives within every believer, opening our minds to
understand God’s truth and changing us through it. We don’t come to God’s Word alone.

Apply

Before you read the Bible today, stop before you begin and pray the words of verse 125:
“I am your servant,; give me understanding.” Don't begin with the assumption that because
you’ve read the passage before, you already know everything God wants you to see. Use the
Observe, Interpret, Correlate and Apply method. What does the text say? What does it mean?
Where else in the Bible can I find support for my understanding? How can God apply this to my
life? And when you encounter something you don’t understand, don't become discouraged. Let
your lack of understanding become an invitation to prayer and deeper study.



Most importantly, remember why you want understanding in the first place. Biblical
knowledge isn’t an end in itself. We want to understand God’s Word because we’re His servants
and we want to know and obey the One to whom we belong.

And remember this. The mature Christian never outgrows the prayer, “Give me
understanding.” The more we know God’s Word, the more we realize how much we still need
God to teach us.

Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, I am Your servant. I belong to You, and I want to know Your Word so that I can
know You more deeply and live according to Your will. Forgive me for the times I've
approached Scripture carelessly, as though I already knew it all.

By Your Holy Spirit, give me understanding. Open my eyes to Your truth, correct the
places where my thinking doesn’t agree with Yours, and give me wisdom to apply what You
teach me. Keep my heart humble and teachable no matter how long I walk with You or how
much of Your Word I learn.

Thank You for Jesus, Your perfectly obedient Servant, who died for my sin and rose
again to give me life. Thank You that through Him You’ve given me Your Spirit. Continue
teaching me, changing me, and forming the mind of Christ within me as I walk with You on the
path of the blessed life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



It Is Time for the LORD to Act
Psalm 119:126
“It is time for the LORD to act, for your law has been broken.”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life brings us to what may be the key
verse in Ayin. The psalmist has tried to do what’s just and right. He’s asked God to protect him,
waited until his eyes have grown weary, and asked God to keep teaching him. Now he looks at
what’s happening around him and cries, “I¢ is time for the LORD to act.” God’s law is being
broken, and the psalmist knows he can’t fix everything that’s wrong. There comes a point when
only God can act, when only God can do what only God can do.

Think

The opening words of verse 126 are unusually direct: “/t is time for the LORD to act.”
The Hebrew word translated “time” (ny, ‘et) refers to an appointed or appropriate time. The
psalmist looks at the disregard for God’s law around him and concludes that the situation calls
for divine intervention, saying, “Lord, it’s time.”

There’s almost an audacity to the prayer. Who are we to tell God when it’s time for Him
to act? But the psalmist isn’t commanding God. He’s praying. He’s bringing before God what he
sees and asking the Lord to intervene. Scripture gives us other prayers with the same kind of
urgency. “How long, O LORD?” appears repeatedly in the Psalms. Habakkuk asks, “O LORD,
how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?”” (Habakkuk 1:2). Revelation pictures the
martyrs crying, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge?” (Revelation
6:10).

Faith doesn’t prevent us from asking God when He’s going to act. And notice why the
psalmist believes the time has come: “for your law has been broken.” The verb translated
“broken” (113, parar) can mean to break, frustrate, violate, or make void. The psalmist isn’t
simply bothered because people have offended his personal preferences. His concern is that
they’ve disregarded what God has said. That’s important in the context of the stanza. The first
verses of Ayin are personal. In verse 121, he speaks of “my oppressors.” In verse 122, he asks
God not to let the insolent oppress him. In verse 123, his eyes are weary waiting for deliverance.
But by verse 126, his concern has widened. He isn’t merely saying, “Lord, act because people
are hurting me.” He’s saying, “Lord, act because people are dishonoring You.” Something has
happened in the psalmist as he’s waited. His concern has moved beyond his own comfort to
God’s glory.

There’s another important truth here. The psalmist understands the limits of his own ability. He
can do what’s just and right (v. 121). He can ask God for protection (v. 122). He can wait for
God’s salvation (v. 123). He can ask God to teach him (vv. 124-125).

But he can’t make everything right. God must act. That’s a lesson we sometimes have difficulty
learning. We see things that are wrong, and we want to fix them. There are certainly times when
God calls us to speak, confront, serve, protect, correct, or act. Faithfulness isn’t passivity.

But we aren’t God. We can’t change every heart. We can’t correct every wrong. We can’t stop
every act of evil. We can’t make everyone honor God’s Word. And we certainly can’t bring



history to its appointed conclusion. There are things only God can do. The psalmist knows that,
so he prays, “It is time for the LORD to act.”

Reflect

There are moments when we look at the world around us and understand this prayer

immediately. We see people celebrating things God calls sin. We watch truth treated as though it
were merely a matter of personal preference. We see injustice, violence, exploitation, dishonesty,
and suffering. We watch people disregard God’s Word and sometimes openly mock it.
And we may find ourselves saying, “Lord, it’s time for You to act.” There’s nothing wrong with
longing for God to make things right. Jesus taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Every time we pray those words, we’re asking
God to bring this rebellious world into complete conformity with His righteous will.

But verse 126 also forces us to ask an uncomfortable question. We’re often deeply
troubled when other people break God’s law. Are we equally troubled when we do? It’s easy to
look at a culture that disregards Scripture and say, “Lord, act.” It’s much harder to open
Scripture and say, “Lord, show me where I'm disregarding what You 've said.” That’s why the
order of Ayin matters so much. Before the psalmist says, “It is time for the LORD to act,” he has
already prayed, “teach me your statutes” (v. 124) and “give me understanding” (v. 125). He
wants God to deal with the rebellion around him, but he’s first invited God’s Word to deal with
him.

So, think about this. When you see God’s Word disregarded around you, does it move
you only toward frustration with the world, or does it also deepen your own desire to know, love,
and obey what God has said?

And here is where the gospel meets us. At the cross, it appeared that lawlessness had
won. The only perfectly righteous Man who ever lived was betrayed, falsely accused,
condemned, mocked, beaten, and crucified. Jesus’ enemies seemed to have succeeded. Then God
acted. On the third day, He raised His Son from the dead. The resurrection declared that sin, evil,
injustice, and death won’t have the final word. And it points us toward the day when God will act
finally and completely. Jesus will return. Every wrong will be exposed. Every injustice will be
judged. Every enemy will be defeated. Everything sin has broken will be made right. Until then,
God hasn’t left us alone. The risen Christ has given us His Spirit and sent us into the world with
the gospel. We proclaim the good news through which God is already rescuing people from the
kingdom of darkness and bringing them into the kingdom of His beloved Son.

Apply

Think about something happening around you that makes you want to pray, “Lord, it’s
time for You to act.” Then pray it. Tell God what troubles you. Ask Him to intervene. Ask Him
to defend the oppressed, restrain evil, change hearts, vindicate truth, and cause His will to be
done. But don’t stop there.



Ask Him whether there’s something He wants you to do. Perhaps you need to speak.
Perhaps you need to serve. Perhaps you need to defend someone who’s being mistreated.
Perhaps you need to share the gospel. Perhaps you need to pray and patiently wait.

And then ask the question Ayin has already taught us to ask: “Lord, what do You want to change
in me?” We can’t make everything right. We were never meant to carry that burden. We’re
called to be faithful with what God has placed before us and trust Him with what only He can do.

And remember this. When it seems that God is slow to act, He isn’t not acting. The One
who determines the time also determines when it’s time to act for everyone to see.

Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, I look at things that are wrong in this world and sometimes wonder how long
You’ll allow them to continue. Your Word is disregarded, people are hurt, truth is rejected, and
sin often appears to prosper. There are times when my heart cries with the psalmist, “/t is time
for the LORD to act.”

By Your Holy Spirit, keep my concern for the sins of others from blinding me to my
own. Teach me Your statutes and give me understanding. Show me where You’re calling me to
act, give me courage to be faithful there, and keep me from trying to carry responsibilities that
belong to You alone.

Thank You for Jesus. When evil appeared to triumph at the cross, You raised Him from
the dead. Thank You that He’s coming again and that a day is coming when You’ll finally make
everything right. Until then, help me faithfully love, learn, and live Your Word while trusting
You to act in Your perfect time. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Better Than Fine Gold
Psalm 119:127
“Therefore I love your commandments above gold, above fine gold.”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life shows us how the psalmist responds
when the people around him reject God’s Word. In the previous verse he said, “It is time for the
LORD to act, for your law has been broken.” We might expect the rejection of God’s Word to
discourage him. Instead, it deepens his affection for it. “Therefore I love your commandments
above gold, above fine gold.” When others treat God’s Word as worthless, the psalmist treasures
it all the more. Remember, you can love everyone but everyone should not have the same
influence in your life.

Think

Verse 127 begins with an important word: “7Therefore.” The psalmist connects his love
for God’s commandments directly to what he’s just said in verse 126, “It is time for the LORD to
act, for your law has been broken. Therefore I love your commandments above gold, above fine
gold.” That’s a remarkable response. God’s law is being broken, which increases his love for it.
People around him are disregarding what God has said, so he treasures it all the more.

The rejection of God’s Word by others doesn’t weaken his commitment to it. It strengthens his
appreciation for it, refusing to let others to determine the value of the Word for him.

Then the psalmist gives us a comparison: “I love your commandments above gold, above
fine gold.” Gold represented wealth, security, power, and everything money could provide. “Fine
gold” intensifies the comparison. He isn’t comparing God’s commandments with something
worthless. He compares them with something people consider exceedingly valuable and says,
“I’d rather have God’s Word.” We’ve heard this language elsewhere in Scripture. Psalm 19 says
that God’s rules are “more to be desired...than gold, even much fine gold” (Psalm 19:10).
Proverbs says of wisdom, “My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold” (Proverbs 8:19).

The comparison forces us to think about what we really value. Gold can purchase many
things, but it can’t tell us why we’re here. Gold can provide comfort, but it can’t give us peace
with God. Gold can make life easier, but it can’t make us holy. Gold can provide some security
for tomorrow, but it can’t tell us what happens when tomorrow never comes. God’s Word can
tell us what gold never can. It tells us who God is, who we are, what’s gone wrong with us, how
we can be reconciled to God, how we should live, and where history, where we, are going. No
amount of gold can do that.

Notice also that the psalmist says, “I love your commandments.” He doesn’t merely obey
them. He loves them and that distinction matters immensely. Obedience can sometimes be
external. We can do what’s required while wishing the requirement were different. But Psalm
119 teaches us that the blessed life involves the affections as well as the actions. So the psalmist
treasures God’s commandments above fine gold.



Reflect

We live in a world that constantly tells us what we should value. Money. Success.
Recognition. Comfort. Experiences. Influence. Possessions. Security. None of those things is
necessarily wrong. But none of them can bear the weight of becoming our greatest treasure.

This is why Jesus asked a penetrating question: “For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). Imagine having all the gold you could ever
want and still not knowing God. Imagine gaining everything this world calls valuable and
reaching the end of your life without possessing the truth that leads to eternal life. The psalmist
has made his choice. “Above gold, above fine gold.”

But there's another challenge in this verse. How do we respond when people around us
increasingly reject the truth we treasure? We could become angry. We could become frightened.
We could become bitter. We could slowly begin adjusting our convictions so that we don't
appear quite so different from everyone else. The psalmist gives us another response: Love
God’s Word more.

So, think about this. If someone watched the way you spend your time, make your
decisions, use your resources, and respond when Scripture conflicts with what you want, would
that person conclude that God’s Word is more valuable to you than gold?

And here is where the gospel meets us. The greatest treasure God’s Word reveals to us is
Jesus Christ. Jesus said that the Scriptures “bear witness about me” (John 5:39). From beginning
to end, the Bible unfolds God’s plan to redeem sinners through His Son. Peter describes our
redemption in language that fits Psalm 119:127 beautifully. We weren’t ransomed “with
perishable things such as silver or gold,” but “with the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18—
19). Gold couldn't redeem us. Fine gold couldn't purchase forgiveness. All the wealth in the
world couldn't reconcile one sinner to God. Jesus did what gold could never do. He gave Himself
for us, rose from the dead, and gives eternal life to everyone who trusts Him. And by His Holy
Spirit, God changes our hearts so that we increasingly treasure Christ and the Word that reveals
Him more than anything this world can offer.

Apply

Ask yourself a simple question today. What do I really treasure? Don't answer too
quickly. Look at your calendar. Look at what occupies your thoughts. Look at what excites you.
Look at what you're afraid of losing. Look at what you pursue when you have choices about how
to use your time. Then consider how you approach God’s Word. Do you merely believe the
Bible is important, or do you treasure it? Do you make room for it? Do you listen when it
corrects you? Do you value what it says even when the people around you don't?

And if you find that your love for God’s Word has cooled, don't merely resolve to read
more pages. Ask God to renew your affection for His truth. Ask Him to help you see again the
treasure He has placed in your hands.



And when you hear God’s Word dismissed, distorted, or disregarded, don't let someone
else’s rejection of Scripture determine your relationship with it.
Let it make you treasure His Word all the more.

And remember this. The world’s rejection of God’s Word can never diminish its value. Things
like gold eventually perishes. God’s Word stands forever.

Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, thank You for giving me Your Word. Forgive me for the times I’ve treated what
You’ve said as ordinary or allowed the things of this world to become more precious to me than
Your truth. You know how easily my heart can be drawn toward things that promise happiness,
security, and satisfaction but can never give me what only You can provide.

By Your Holy Spirit, deepen my love for Your Word. When others disregard it, keep me
from becoming discouraged or ashamed. Help me treasure Your commandments above gold,
above fine gold. Give me a heart that delights in hearing Your voice and willingly submits to
what You’ve said.

Thank You for Jesus, the greatest treasure Your Word reveals. Thank You that I wasn't
redeemed with silver or gold, but with His precious blood. Fix my heart on Christ, and teach me
to treasure Him and the Word that points me to Him above everything this world can offer. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.



Every Precept Is Right
Psalm 119:128
“Therefore I consider all your precepts to be right; I hate every false way.”

Today’s step on our pilgrimage into the blessed life brings Ayin to a strong conclusion.
The psalmist has watched people break God’s law, and their rejection of it has clarified his own
commitment. In verse 127 he said that he loves God’s commandments more than fine gold. Now
he goes even further: “I consider all your precepts to be right.” He doesn’t reserve the right to
decide which parts of God’s Word he’ll accept. God has spoken, and the psalmist has settled the
matter. What God says is right. Therefore, every way that contradicts God’s way is false.

Think

Verse 128 begins, like verse 127, with the word “Therefore.” That repetition ties the
conclusion of Ayin directly to verse 126. The psalmist sees people breaking God’s law, and he
responds in two ways. He loves God’s Word more, and he commits himself to God’s Word more
completely. The expression translated “/ consider...to be right” comes from the Hebrew verb
(", yasar), which carries the idea of being straight, upright, or right. The psalmist is saying that
he regards God’s precepts as the straight path, the right way to go.

But don't overlook one small word: “all.” “I consider all your precepts to be right.”” That’s an
enormous statement. The psalmist doesn’t say, “I consider the precepts I understand to be right.
He doesn't say, “I consider the precepts I agree with to be right.” He doesn't say, “I consider the
precepts that fit comfortably with the values of my culture to be right.” He says, “all your
precepts.”

2

That means God’s Word stands in judgment over us. We don't stand in judgment over
God’s Word. Of course, that doesn't mean every passage of Scripture is equally easy to
understand. Peter acknowledged that some things in Paul’s letters were “hard to understand” (2
Peter 3:16). Faithful Christians sometimes disagree about how particular passages should be
interpreted and applied. We should study carefully, listen humbly, and make sure we haven't
confused our interpretation with the authority of Scripture itself. But once we understand what
God has said, the question is no longer whether we approve of it. God is right.

That conviction is increasingly important in a world that often begins somewhere else.
Our culture frequently asks, “How does this make me feel?” “Does this fit my experience?”
“Does this agree with what people now believe?” “Does this allow me to live the way I want to
live?”

The psalmist begins with God, writing, “I consider all your precepts to be right.” And
that explains the second half of the verse, saying, “I hate every false way.” The word “hate” may
sound strong to us, but Psalm 119 has already used it. At the beginning of Samekh, the psalmist
said, “I hate the double-minded, but I love your law” (v. 113). Here again, love and hatred stand
beside one another. The more deeply he loves what’s true, the more strongly he rejects what’s
false.



But notice what he says he hates: “every false way.” He doesn't say, “I hate everyone who
walks in a false way.” He hates the way. Christians are never given permission to despise people
who reject God’s truth. Jesus tells us to love even our enemies. We should long for those
walking false ways to turn from them and discover the life found in Christ. But loving people
doesn't require us to pretend that false ways are true ways. In fact, genuine love sometimes
requires us to say that a path is false because we care about the person walking down it. A road
doesn't become safe because everyone decides to call it safe. A false way doesn't become right
because it becomes popular. God determines what’s right. And His precepts mark the straight
path.

Reflect

There’s a subtle temptation every Christian faces when reading the Bible. We can begin
dividing Scripture into the parts we gladly accept and the parts we wish God hadn't said. We like
verses about grace, mercy, forgiveness, hope, and heaven. Then we encounter something that
challenges our desires, confronts our behavior, contradicts our assumptions, or places demands
on us that we'd rather avoid. That’s where verse 128 becomes personal and why the psalmist
says, “I consider all your precepts to be right.”

The real test of whether we believe the Bible isn't what we do when Scripture agrees with
us. The test often comes when Scripture disagrees with us. When that happens, somebody has to
change. And it won't be God. That doesn't mean we shut down our minds, refuse to ask
questions, or pretend difficult passages aren't difficult. We should bring our questions to
Scripture. We should study. We should wrestle with the text. We should ask whether we've
understood it correctly. But underneath all that study is a settled conviction that if God has said
it, God is right. That conviction gives us stability in a world where definitions of right and wrong
continually change. We don't have to reconstruct morality every generation. We don't have to
determine truth by opinion polls, social pressure, or personal preference. God has spoken.

So, think about this. Is there anything God has clearly said that you find yourself
resisting? Is there some part of His Word you obey reluctantly, explain away, or wish were
different? Are there places where you’re asking Scripture to conform to you rather than allowing
Scripture to conform you to God?

And here is where the gospel meets us. Jesus didn't merely teach the right way. He is the
way. He said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Every one of us has walked
false ways. Isaiah says, “All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned, every one, to his
own way” (Isaiah 53:6). But that verse continues by telling us what God did about our
wandering: “the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Jesus took the guilt of our false
ways upon Himself at the cross. He died for our rebellion and rose again to give us new life. And
now His Holy Spirit is changing our desires, teaching us to love what God loves, reject what’s
false, and walk increasingly in the way that’s right.

Apply



Take the little word “all” seriously today. Ask yourself whether you really believe that all
God’s precepts are right, including the ones that confront you personally. Perhaps God’s Word
challenges the way you speak to someone. Perhaps it confronts your attitude toward money,
sexuality, forgiveness, marriage, anger, pride, honesty, or another area of your life. Perhaps
there’s a command you've been explaining away because obedience would be difficult.

Don't begin by asking, “Do [ like this?” Ask, “Has God said this?”
Then ask the Holy Spirit to bring your thinking, desires, and behavior into agreement with God’s
Word. And be equally careful with the second half of the verse. Hate false ways without learning
to hate the people who walk in them. Speak truth clearly, but speak it with the heart of someone
who knows that apart from God’s grace, you'd still be wandering too. The world around us will
continue changing its mind about what’s right. We don't have to. And we shouldn’t, for
everyone’s sake.

And remember this. The blessed life doesn't ask God’s Word to adjust to our way. It
allows God’s Word to keep adjusting us to His.

Pray
If you are unsure how to pray about this, consider praying something like this.

Father, I believe that all Your precepts are right. Forgive me for the times I’ve treated my
preferences, desires, or opinions as more trustworthy than what You’ve said. Show me where
I’ve resisted Your Word, and give me the humility to admit when my thinking needs to change.

By Your Holy Spirit, teach me to love what You love and reject every false way. Give
me wisdom to understand Your Word correctly, courage to obey it when obedience is difficult,
and compassion for those who are walking paths that lead away from You. Keep truth and love
together in my life.

Thank You for Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life. Thank You that when I went
my own way, He bore my sin on the cross and rose again to give me new life. Keep conforming
me to His image and lead me in Your right way until the day I see Him face to face. In Jesus’
name, Amen.
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