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Introduction: We live in an age that celebrates change in technology, medicine, politics, 

and even morality. It gives us the impression that nothing is permanent.  

 

But the instability that troubles us most may not be what happens around us but what happens 

inside us.  

 

•  Our minds change.  

•  Our emotions fluctuate.  

•  Our confidence rises and falls.  

•  Our health weakens.  

•  Our relationships disappoint us.  

•  Our circumstances shift.  

•  Our plans unravel.  

•  Our faith wavers.  

 

Every one of us has experienced moments when we have longed for something unchanging.  

 

APP: God uses each of these instances to remind us that we were never created to build our lives 

upon things that constantly change. 
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Psalm 119:89-96 speaks directly into that longing. At first glance, this stanza appears to be a 

collection of beautiful statements about God's Word. But if we read it carefully, we discover 

something more profound. The psalmist is taking us on a journey.  

 

1 - He begins in heaven, where God's Word is forever established. He then brings us into 

the painful realities of life on earth, where that same Word sustains him through affliction and 

opposition.  

 

2 - Finally, he steps back and reflects upon all that he has learned, concluding that 

everything in this world has limits except the limitless wisdom of God.  

 

In other words, this is not merely a stanza about the Bible. It is a stanza about the God who has 

chosen to make Himself known through His Word. 

 

That is an important distinction. 

 

Sometimes we speak about Scripture in such a way that we almost separate it from the God who 

gave it. The psalmist doesn’t do that. For him, the Word is precious because through it he comes 

to know the Lord Himself.  

 

• Every promise reveals God's faithfulness.  

• Every command reveals His holiness.  

• Every precept reveals His wisdom.  

 

The Scriptures are not an end in themselves. They are God's gracious self-disclosure to His 

covenant people. 

 

That is why the stanza begins where it does. "Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the 

heavens." 

 

• The psalmist does not begin with himself. 

• He does not begin with his circumstances.  

• He begins with God. 

 

That is one of the great marks of spiritual growth (and we are watching this happen with the 

psalmist).  Our natural instinct begins with our experience. We ask,  

 

• "How do I feel?  

• What is happening to me?  

• Why has this circumstance entered my life?"  

 

The psalmist teaches us to start somewhere else. Before we interpret our circumstances, we need 

to first remember who God is. 

 

IMP: That is the movement of this stanza. 
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• It begins with God's transcendence. 

• It moves to God's nearness. 

• It ends in worship. 

 

And it teaches us a truth that every believer desperately needs to hear: 

 

The God who established his Word in heaven  

has given that Word to sustain you here and now.  

 

That is the journey these eight verses invite us to take. 

 

First: God's Word Comes from Above Us.  89–91 

 

Forever, O LORD, your word 

    is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
90 Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

    you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 
91By your appointment they stand this day, 

    for all things are your servants. 

 

a) The first sentence sets the tone for everything that follows. 

 

"Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens." 

 

Forever. - The psalmist deliberately places our attention beyond time before he says anything 

about time.  

 

• Before he talks about earth, he talks about heaven.  

• Before he speaks about our instabilities, he reminds us God’s Word is permanent. 

 

That is because: 

 

• If God is uncertain, everything else will be uncertain. 

• If His character changes, His promises become unreliable. 

• If His purposes can be frustrated, then our confidence can never be secure. 

 

But none of those things is true. 

 

The word translated "forever" points beyond the passing flow of history. But the Bible is 

enduring because the One who spoke it into existence is enduring. 

 

b) Notice also where His Word is established - "It is firmly fixed in the heavens." 

 

That is not simply geography. The heavens represent God's throne, His sovereign rule over all 

things. The psalmist says that God's Word has the same stability as God's reign. It is settled 

because God Himself has settled it. 
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This means that the authority of Scripture does not depend upon whether our culture accepts it. 

Truth has never been determined by majority vote. 

 

The Bible does not become true because a civilization believes it, nor does it become false 

because a civilization rejects it. Its authority rests upon the God who speaks, not upon the people 

who hear. 

 

That has enormous implications for the church. Every generation is tempted to reshape God's 

Word into something more acceptable to its own culture.  

 

• Sometimes the pressure comes from political power.  

• Sometimes it comes from intellectual pride.  

• Sometimes it comes from the desire simply to avoid being canceled. 

 

But Psalm 119 reminds us that God's Word does not originate on earth. It comes from heaven. 

So, it stands over every culture rather than beneath it. 

 

The church of Jesus has always been healthiest when it has remembered that simple truth. 

  

c) Verse 90 continues the thought - "Your faithfulness endures to all generations…”  

 

Notice how the psalmist moves effortlessly from God's Word to God's character. That is because 

the two can never be separated.  

 

• God's promises are trustworthy because God is trustworthy. 

• The permanence of Scripture stems from the permanence of the One who speaks it. 

 

d) The psalmist then points to creation as visible evidence of that faithfulness – “you 

have established the earth, and it stands fast." (90b) 

 

Every sunrise, every changing season, every harvest, every orbit of every planet silently testifies 

that God continues to uphold the world He has made. Creation is not self-sustaining. At every 

moment it depends upon the faithful will of its Creator. 

 

e)  Verse 91 brings the thought to its climax - "By your appointment they stand this day, 

for all things are your servants." 

 

• Everything serves Him. 

• The stars serve Him. 

• The seas serve Him. 

• The nations serve Him. 

• History itself serves Him. 

• Nothing exists independently of God’s sovereign command. 
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APP: Now notice the remarkable implication. The God who governs galaxies is about to speak 

to a suffering believer. That is the transition the psalmist wants us to feel. The Word that rules 

heaven is the same Word that enters the deepest valleys of your life. 

 

If we only had verses 89 through 91, we might conclude that God is infinitely exalted but 

unimaginably distant. 

 

The next verses teach us otherwise. The God who reigns above us is also the God who walks 

beside us through every affliction. And that changes everything. 

 

Second: God's Word Comes Beside Us.  92–95 

 

If your law had not been my delight, 

    I would have perished in my affliction. 
93 I will never forget your precepts, 

    for by them you have given me life. 
94 I am yours; save me, 

    for I have sought your precepts. 
95 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, 

    but I consider your testimonies. 

 

a) There is an important transition in this stanza that is easy to overlook. 

 

The psalmist has been speaking about heaven. He has lifted our eyes to God’s eternal throne. He 

reminded us that God established His Word forever, that His faithfulness extends to every 

generation, and that He commands all creation. 

 

Then, almost without warning, he returns to the painful realities of everyday life - "If your law 

had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction." (92) 

 

That transition is intentional. The psalmist is answering a question that thoughtful believers have 

always asked.  

 

“If God's Word is forever fixed in heaven, what difference does that make in the middle of my 

suffering? What comfort is there in God's transcendence when I am living with grief, 

disappointment, uncertainty, or pain?”  

 

The answer is found in these verses. 

 

• The God who reigns above us is not distant from us. 

• His Word does not remain enthroned in heaven. 

• It comes beside His people. 

 

This is one of the beautiful tensions that runs throughout Scripture.  

 

IMP: God is infinitely exalted above His creation, yet He is intimately present with His people.  
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- Solomon could say, "Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you" (1 

Kings 8:27).  

 

- Yet David could also say, "The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the 

crushed in spirit" (Psalm 34:18).  

 

- Isaiah saw the Lord "high and lifted up" upon His throne (Isaiah 6:1), yet  

 

- That same prophet later said, "Thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who 

inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 'I dwell in the high and holy place, and also 

with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit'" (Isaiah 57:15). 

 

The greatness of God has never prevented His nearness. In fact, it is because He is the sovereign 

Lord of heaven that He is able to sustain His people on earth. 

 

Notice what the psalmist actually says - "If your law had not been my delight, I would have 

perished in my affliction." (92) 

 

Throughout Psalm 119 we have watched this man suffer.  

 

• He has been slandered.  

• He has been mocked.  

• The proud have opposed him.  

• The wicked have sought to destroy him.  

 

There have been moments when he confessed that his soul was clinging to the dust and moments 

when he felt as though he were wasting away with longing. 

 

Now he looks back over those experiences and makes a remarkable confession – " If your law 

had not been my delight, I would have perished." (92) 

 

It’s the Bible that has made the difference by helping him reinterpret his experiences.  

 

He is not speaking merely of physical survival. He is describing what would have happened to 

his faith. Left to himself,  

 

• the weight of affliction would have overwhelmed him.  

• His courage would have failed.  

• His hope would have withered.  

• He would have been crushed beneath the burden. 

 

But something prevented that from happening. 

 

• Not his own resolve. 

• Not his own strength. 

• Not his own wisdom. 
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• God's Word sustained him. 

 

IMP: There is an important distinction here that we must not miss. The psalmist does not say 

that God's Word kept him from affliction. He says it kept him in affliction.  

 

That is often how the grace of God works. 

 

We naturally pray for changed circumstances, and there is nothing wrong with that. We should 

pray for healing. We should pray for deliverance. We should pray that God would remove trials 

when it is His will. Sometimes He does. 

 

But many times, His greater work is not changing our circumstances but changing us within our 

circumstances. 

 

ILL: Think about Joseph -  

 

• God could have prevented the betrayal. 

• He could have kept Joseph out of the pit. 

• He could have spared him from slavery or prison. 

 

Instead, He sustained Joseph through every one of those experiences until Joseph could finally 

say to his brothers, "You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Gen 50:20). 

 

Or consider Paul –  

 

Three times he pleaded with the Lord to remove the thorn in his flesh. The Lord did not remove 

it.  

 

Instead, He gave Paul something better - "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). 

 

• The grace of God did not eliminate Paul's weakness. 

• It transformed the way Paul experienced it. 

 

That is exactly what the psalmist is describing. The Word of God did not remove every burden. 

It gave him strength to bear the burden without losing heart. 

 

b) Notice, however, that he says something even more surprising - "If your law had not 

been my delight..." (92) 

 

Why delight? Why not simply say, "If your law had not been my guide," or, "If your law had not 

been my instruction"? Because the deepest sustaining power of God's Word is not merely that it 

informs our mind. It captures our heart. 
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That word "delight" has appeared again and again throughout Psalm 119, and every time we 

encounter it, we are reminded that biblical obedience is never merely external. God has always 

desired more than conformity. He desires affection. 

 

• That is why the greatest commandment begins with love. 

• The heart always determines the direction of life. 

• We persevere in what we treasure. 

 

ILL: A husband or wife remains faithful over decades because love transforms duty into joy.  

 

ILL: Parents gladly lose sleep for their children because love transforms sacrifice into privilege. 

 

In the same way, we continue returning to God's Word because we have learned to treasure the 

God who speaks. 

 

That is why affliction often deepens rather than diminishes our love for Scripture. 

 

When life is comfortable, we sometimes read the Bible casually. When life falls apart, every 

promise becomes precious. Every verse becomes bread for a hungry soul. 

 

Many of you could testify to that this morning.  

 

• There are passages of Scripture that became yours in a hospital room.  

• Others became precious beside a graveside. 

• Some of you have verses marked in your Bible because God met you there during a 

dark season of your life. 

• The circumstances eventually changed. 

• The Word remained. 

• And because the Word remained, so did your faith. 

 

c) The psalmist continues - "I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have 

given me life." (93) 

 

He won’t forget because he remembers experiencing the life-giving power of God's Word. 

 

Throughout Scripture, forgetting God is rarely an intellectual failure. It is a spiritual one.  

 

• Israel did not forget because they lost information.  

• They forgot because other loves crowded God from the center of their hearts. 

 

The psalmist refuses to allow that to happen. He remembers because he knows that the God who 

sustained him yesterday will sustain him tomorrow. 

 

d) Then we come to what I believe is the emotional center of the stanza - "I am yours; 

save me, for I have sought your precepts." (94) 
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Those three words are astonishing in their simplicity - "I am yours." In Hebrew - ָאֲנִי לְך  – 

literally, “Yours I am.” 

 

Note: (There is no explicit verb "am" here. As is common in Hebrew, the verb "to be" is 

understood in the present tense. So, it reads “Yours I,” and the translators supply "am": "I am 

yours." 

 

This means our greatest security is not found in understanding every circumstance. It is found in 

knowing God is our God.  

 

e) Only then does the psalmist return to his enemies - "The wicked lie in wait to destroy 

me, but I consider your testimonies." (95) 

 

• The danger has not disappeared. 

• The wicked are still plotting. 

• The opposition is still real. 

• But something has changed. 

• His attention. 

• His enemies are looking for an opportunity to destroy him. 

• He is looking to God's testimony. 

 

That is one of the great battles of the Christian life.  

We become like whatever captures our attention. 

 

Fear fixes our eyes upon the threat. 

Faith fixes our eyes upon the Lord. 

 

The psalmist has learned to lift his eyes from the schemes of men to the promises of God. 

And because he has learned to do that, he is able to stand. 

 

Transition: Years of walking with God have now taught the psalmist something unexpected. He 

has discovered that affliction has limits. Enemies have limits. Even the greatest achievements of 

this world have limits.  

 

But the more he meditates on God's Word, the more he realizes it has no boundary. It never 

reaches the end of its wisdom because it continually reveals the infinite greatness of the God who 

speaks. That is where he takes us in the last verse. 

 

Third: God's Word Leads Us Beyond Ourselves.  96 

 

I have seen a limit to all perfection, 

    but your commandment is exceedingly broad. 

 

The last verse is one of the most profound observations in the entire psalm. 

 



 10 

At first glance, it almost appears disconnected from the previous verses. The psalmist has spoken 

about God's eternal Word, His faithfulness, affliction, delight, covenant, and opposition.  

 

Then he concludes with these unexpected words - "I have seen a limit to all perfection, but your 

commandment is exceedingly broad." (96) 

 

Far from being disconnected, this is the conclusion to everything he has been saying. 

 

a) Notice how the verse begins -  "I have seen..." 

 

This is the language of experience. The psalmist is not speaking like a philosopher.  

 

• He is speaking as an old pilgrim.  

• He has lived long enough to observe the world carefully.  

• He has watched people come and go.  

• He has witnessed victories and defeats.  

• He has seen prosperity and adversity.  

• Time has taught him something that youth rarely understands.  

• Everything in this world has boundaries. 

 

b) The word translated perfection is broader than our English word often suggests. It 

refers to that which is complete, excellent, beautiful, or impressive.  

 

The psalmist is saying, "I have looked at the very best this world has to offer." 

 

• He has examined human wisdom. It has limits. 

• He has observed political power. It has limits. 

• He has watched military strength. It has limits. 

• He has seen wealth accumulated. It has limits. 

• He has admired beauty. It has limits. 

 

Even the greatest human accomplishments eventually reveal themselves to be finite. 

 

That is not cynicism. It is wisdom. 

 

IMP: One of the distinguishing marks of biblical wisdom is learning the difference between 

appreciating God's gifts and expecting God's gifts to do what only God can do. 

 

• We were never meant to build our identity upon careers because careers end.  

• We were never meant to build our security upon health because health declines.  

• We were never meant to build our hope upon governments because governments 

change. 

• We were never meant to build our happiness upon possessions because possessions 

wear out.  
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• We were never meant to build our significance upon success because success is 

fleeting.  

• We were never meant to build our peace upon finances because wealth can disappear 

overnight.  

• We were never meant to build our confidence upon our abilities because our strength 

eventually fails.  

• We were never meant to build our joy upon circumstances because circumstances are 

always changing.  

• We were never meant to build our acceptance upon the opinions of others because 

people's approval is fickle.  

• We were never meant to build our future upon earthly relationships because every 

relationship is touched by sin and loss.  

• We were never meant to build our trust upon our own understanding because our 

wisdom is limited.  

• We were never meant to build our ultimate home on this world because this world is 

passing away.  

 

Nothing apart from God can bear the weight of ultimate expectation or dependence. Weakness, 

sin, and mortality touch every created thing.  

 

• The older we become,  

• the more experiences we have,  

• the more we endure,  

• the more we lose,  

• the more we realize that every created thing eventually reaches its limits. 

 

That realization can lead in one of two directions. 

 

• It can produce despair. 

• Or it can produce faith, hope, and love for God. 

 

GOSPEL: For the unbeliever, the discovery of life's limits often becomes a reason for cynicism. 

If we consider this world as all there is, then every disappointment serves as another reminder 

that our deepest longings will remain unfulfilled on this earth. 

 

But the believer reaches an entirely different conclusion. Every limitation in creation points 

beyond creation to the infinite Creator. 

 

IMP: The psalmist has not become disillusioned with life. He has become captivated by God. 

(Well, glory!) 

 

That is why the second half of the verse is so beautiful - "But your commandment is exceedingly 

broad." (96b) 

 

• What a remarkable contrast. 
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• Like a flat world, everything else has an edge, an end.  

• God's Word does not. 

 

The Hebrew word translated broad carries the idea of spaciousness, vastness, and immeasurable 

expanse.  

 

Earlier in Psalm 119, the psalmist used this same imagery when he said, "I shall walk in a wide 

place” (45).  

 

• There the emphasis was freedom.  

• Here the emphasis is inexhaustibility. 

 

The more he studies God's Word, the more he realizes he has not reached the bottom of it. That 

is because the Scriptures ultimately reveal the infinite God. 

 

• Finite books can be mastered. 

• The Bible cannot. 

• Not because it is confusing. 

• But because its Author is inexhaustible. 

 

• A child can read the Gospel of John and come to saving faith in Christ. 

 

• A seasoned Christian can spend fifty years studying the same Gospel and still 

discover fresh depths of God's wisdom and grace. 

 

Neither has it exhausted its riches. That is because the Bible is not merely information. It is 

revelation.  

 

It continually unfolds the character, wisdom, holiness, justice, mercy, and glory of the God who 

inspired it. And the more we know Him, the more we discover there is still to know. 

 

That explains something every mature Christian eventually experiences. 

 

When we first become believers, we often approach the Bible looking primarily for answers. 

 

• How do I make this decision? 

• How do I overcome this temptation? 

• How do I handle this problem? 

 

Those are good questions. But as we mature, something changes. Our greatest desire is no longer 

simply to solve problems. It is to know God. 

 

We discover that the greatest gift Scripture gives us is not merely direction for life. It is 

communion with the living God. 
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The Bible ceases to be a manual. 

It becomes a meeting place. 

 

The more we read it, the more we stand in awe of the One who speaks, and that is where the 

psalmist has arrived.  

 

IMP: After all, the whole point of the Bible is not to know only the Bible but the God of the 

Bible.  

 

• He began by telling us that God's Word is eternally fixed in heaven. 

• He ends by confessing that after a lifetime of meditation he still has not reached its 

end. 

 

That is because every page of Scripture keeps drawing him beyond the page itself to the God 

whose glory can never be exhausted. 

 

Summary: Do you see the journey of this stanza? 

 

• It began in heaven. 

• It moved into affliction. 

• Now it ends in worship. 

 

That is what God's Word always does. 

 

• It lifts our eyes above ourselves. 

• It steadies us in the trials beneath us. 

 

Then it fills our hearts with wonder at the greatness of the God who speaks. 

 

Fourth: And This Is Where the Gospel Meets Us 

 

This movement reaches its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

 

The psalmist began with the Word that is "forever...fixed in the heavens." (89) 

 

Centuries later, John deliberately echoes that same truth when he opens his Gospel: "In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (John 1:1-2). 

 

AMAZING: The eternal Word, who was forever with the Father, did what no one could have 

imagined. He came down. 

 

• The Word fixed in heaven entered earth. 

• The transcendent God became Immanuel, "God with us." (Matt 1:22-23). 

 

Do you see how perfectly Christ fulfills the movement of this stanza? 
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• The God who reigns above us came to walk beside us. 

• The One who upholds the universe entered our suffering. 

• The One whose Word governs the stars experienced hunger, weariness, rejection, and 

sorrow.  

 

Yet,  

 

• Where we have failed to delight perfectly in God's law and God Himself, Jesus 

delighted in His Father's will without wavering.  

• Where we have forgotten God's commands, He fulfilled them completely.  

• Where we have wandered, He remained perfectly faithful. 

 

Then, at the cross, the obedient Son bore the judgment deserved by disobedient sinners. The Son, 

who could truly say, "I am the Father's," was forsaken so that all who trust in Him could forever 

say, "Yours I am.” 

 

And now, the same Spirit who inspired the Scriptures,  

 

• illumines them,  

• comforts us through them, and  

• progressively writes God's truth upon our hearts.  

 

The Word that came from heaven continues to sustain God's people until the day faith becomes 

sight. 

 

That is why this stanza is not merely an invitation to read the Bible more faithfully. It is an 

invitation to know Christ more deeply. For every page of Scripture ultimately leads us to Him. 

 

Conclusion: This stanza reflects the journey of every growing Christian.  

 

• When we are young, we are often captivated by what is impressive. 

• As we mature, we become grateful for what is enduring. 

 

Life has a way of teaching us that everything in this world eventually reaches its limit.  

 

• Strength fades.  

• Success is fleeting.  

• Possessions wear out.  

• Even the best experiences become treasured memories rather than present realities. 

 

But the Word of God never grows old. 

 

• The God who spoke it never changes. 

• The Christ to whom it points never fails. 

• And the Spirit who applies it never abandons His people. 
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So where is your life anchored today?  

 

• If it is anchored in circumstances, your peace will rise and fall with those circumstances.  

• If it is anchored in your own strength, it will weaken as your strength weakens.  

• If it is anchored in your health, it will falter when your body fails.  

• If it is anchored in your finances, it will fluctuate with the markets.  

• If it is anchored in your career, it will be shaken when your work changes.  

• If it is anchored in the approval of others, it will disappear as quickly as their opinions 

change.  

• If it is anchored in political leaders, it will sway with every election.  

• If it is anchored in your emotions, it will drift with every changing feeling.  

• If it is anchored in your plans, it will be unsettled whenever life takes an unexpected turn.  

• If it is anchored in your family alone, it will be pierced by the disappointments and 

sorrows of life.  

• If it is anchored in this world, it will eventually be swept away because this world is 

passing away.  

• If it is anchored in anything that can change, it will never provide lasting security.  

 

But if your life is anchored in the unchanging Word of the unchanging God, you possess a 

foundation that neither time, trials, nor death itself can shake.  

 

And if your life is anchored in the eternal God who has made Himself known through His eternal 

Word, then you possess something this changing world can never take away. 

 

The journey of Psalm 119:89-96 is the journey of the Christian life. 

 

• It begins with the God who is above us. 

• It is sustained by the God who walks beside us. 

• And it ends with our hearts filled with wonder before the God whose greatness has no 

end. 

 

"Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens." 

 

May it be just as firmly fixed in our hearts. 
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Observation 

(What does the text say?) 

 

1. According to verses 89–91, what truths does the psalmist emphasize about God's Word, 

God's faithfulness, and God's rule over creation?  

2. What kinds of hardships does the psalmist describe in verses 92–95, and what keeps him 

from perishing in the midst of them?  

3. What does the psalmist mean when he says, "I am yours; save me"? Why do you think 

this statement is placed in the middle of the stanza?  

4. What contrast does the psalmist make in verse 96 between "all perfection" and God's 

commandment?  

5. How does the overall movement of the stanza progress from heaven to affliction, to 

worship?  

 

Interpretation 

(What does the text mean?) 

 

6. Why does the psalmist begin with God's unchanging Word instead of his own suffering? 

What does this teach us about interpreting life's circumstances?  

7. The sermon distinguishes between God's transcendence and His nearness. Why are both 

truths essential to the Christian life?  

8. The psalmist says God's law was his "delight," not merely his guide. What is the 

difference between obeying God's Word out of duty and delight?  

9. What does verse 96 teach us about the limits of everything in this world and the limitless 

nature of God's wisdom?  
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10. How does John's description of Christ as the eternal Word fulfill the movement of Psalm 

119:89–96?  

 

Correlation 

(What other text support this one?) 

 

11. How does Psalm 119:89–91 relate to Isaiah 40:8 and Matthew 24:35 concerning the 

permanence of God's Word?  

12. Solomon declared that "heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain" God (1 Kings 

8:27), while Isaiah says God dwells with the humble (Isaiah 57:15). How do those 

passages reinforce the truth that God is both exalted and near?  

13. How do Joseph's testimony in Genesis 50:20 and Paul's experience in 2 Corinthians 12:9 

illustrate the sermon's point that God often sustains us through affliction rather than 

removing it?  

14. How does John 1:1–14 deepen our understanding of the eternal Word that is "firmly fixed 

in the heavens"?  

15. The sermon says every created thing has limits, but God does not. What other passages of 

Scripture point us away from trusting creation and toward trusting the Creator?  

 

Application 

(How can God change me by this?) 

16. What are you most tempted to anchor your life in besides God? How have you 

discovered the limits of that foundation?  

17. Can you identify a season when God's Word sustained you through suffering instead of 

removing the suffering? What did God teach you during that time?  

18. Which of God's gifts are you most tempted to expect to do what only God can do? How 

can you enjoy those gifts without making them your ultimate hope?  

19. The sermon reminds us that mature believers increasingly seek not merely answers but 

God Himself. Would you say your time in Scripture is primarily about solving problems 

or knowing the Lord more deeply? Why?  

20. This week, what would it look like for you to anchor your heart more intentionally in the 

unchanging Word of the unchanging God rather than in circumstances that are constantly 

changing? 
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