
Members of our parish families who are 
recovering in the hospital & at home, for 
their strength and patience each day, and 
for all those who ask for our prayers for 
health or other issues. John Alberternst, 
Pat Beard, Ana Cantrell, Steve Crawford,                   

Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman,                    
Garland Edwards, Jean Fields,                   

Gabriel Frey, Jerry Fyke, Ed Gagen,             
Karen Grabowski, John Grubb, Eugene Henson, P.J. Hereford, James Hodge, 
Gene Jolliff, Pat Kalous, Val King, Barrett Korte, Denny Korte, Gerry Korte, 

Randy Korte, Steve Korte, David Kuehn, Sue Luber, Christopher Marti,          
Taylor Marti, Barry May, Alex McCall, Eleanor Munie, Cody Neal,                 

Marcia Rowe, Gunner Sadler, Abby Schrage, Bill Schroeder,                     
Suzanne Steinbring, Brenda Usher, Marie Weis, Rich Weis, Ginny Werner, 

Dean Wernle, Melanie Wernle, Paige Wernle.  
For Our parishioners in nursing homes:                                         

Delmar Knebel, Harold Schwarz, Barbara Weiss, Margie Zurliene and             
special people in our families.                                                                                                                                          

For those currently serving in the military:                                          

Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Ensign Eli Jones, Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, 
Solon McGill, Lt. Abigail Mesaros, Jerritt Mettler, Jimmy O’Boyle,              

Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Schuster, Joseph Schatte, Greg Spina,           
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Sgt. Zach Weiss.                                                                               

If you would like to have someone added or removed from the    
prayer list please call the parish office.   

                                                †   Mass Intentions  †       

Mon.  (Sept.14) 8:00am   (IC)     No Mass                                                                                               
Tues.  (Sept.15) 8:00am  (St.G) † All Souls                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Wed.   (Sept.16)     8:00am   (IC)  † Jim Haberer — Int. of Bill & Denise Trickey                                                                                                                                  
Thur.   (Sept.17)  8:00am  (St.N) † Gloria Williams — Int. of Mark Williams                                                   
Thur.   (Sept.17)  6:00pm   (IC) For the People of Immaculate Conception, St. Nicholas & St. Gertrude 
Fri.     (Sept.18)  8:00am   (IC)  † Barbara Korte —Int. of Keith Korte                                                                                                      
Sat.    (Sept.19) 4:30pm  (St.N) † Living & Deceased of the Kuehn Family —Int. of David Kuehn                                         
Sun.   (Sept.20) 8:00am  (St.G)  † Ronnie & Bonnie Rutz — Int. of Dennis & Barbara Tabor                        
Sun.    (Sept.20)      10:00am   (IC) † Ruth Schroeder —Int. of Bill & Denise Trickey                                                                       
      † Ed & Ann Plocher — Int. of Jerry Klostermann                  

In my parish, there was once a new employee who frequently told me she was sorry for various imperfections in her 
work. It could be a little tiring. I finally told her, “You know, you don’t have to say “sorry” so often.” She looked me 
right in the eyes and said “Father, you’re right. I’m sorry.” Her ear-to-ear grin betrayed that she enjoyed the irony— 

and that she would keep asking for forgiveness as often as she needed it.                                                                              
The Gospel reading this week proclaims to us that God, in Jesus, delights in numerous requests for, and the granting 

of, forgiveness. To Peter’s question, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus responds, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.” In other words, Peter, stop 

counting. Christian life should be marked by a commitment to frequent forgiveness. God never tires of forgiving us. 
His limitless love has overcome the power of vengeance, hatred, and division. We tap into that each and every time 
we ask for forgiveness or extend it to another. How beautiful our hearts become when they become accustomed to 

frequent forgiveness! How joyful and attractive become our marriages, families, and parish communities!                   
How light our souls feel when unburdened by the habit of keeping score.                                                                                                  

Challenge: Name one thing, small or large, for which you could ask forgiveness from someone in your life. Then do it.  
— Fr. John Muir 

Budget Goal        $1,276.00 

Weekly Surplus/Deficit           $539.00 

Support Needed (budget)      $12,760.00 

Support Actual      $14,044.00 

Surplus/Deficit YTD       $1,284.00 

Budget Goal        $1,524.00 

Weekly Surplus/Deficit           $149.00 

Support Needed (budget)      $15,240.00 

Support Actual        $10,753.00 

Surplus/Deficit YTD       $-4,48700 

Budget Goal   $2,920.00 

Weekly Surplus/Deficit    $1,534.02 

Support Needed (budget)  $29,200.00 

Support Actual    $26,273.59 

Surplus/Deficit YTD   $-2,926.41 

Liturgical Ministers  for Sept. 19 & 20 2026                               

Sat. Sept. 19 @ 4:30PM @ St. Nicholas 
Reader: Kelsey Bentlage  
Music: Roger Frey, Barb Zaloga, &                  
 Colleen Lozier   
Euch. Min.: Doris Eilers & Joyce Schlemper  
Server: Pat Kalous 
 
Sun. Sept. 20 @ 8:00AM @ St. Gertrude 
Reader: Chad Korte                                      
Music: Roger Frey & Randy Eckstein                                      
Sacristan: Wendy Essenpreis                           
Euch.Min.: Larry & Tina Luitjohan, &                    
      Carole Sauls                                 
Ushers: Bryan Rutz & Kevin Schwarz 
Servers: Aubrey Barr & Elizabeth Schwarz  
     
Sun. Sept. 20 @10:00AM @ IC    
Reader: Mary Bergman                                       
Music: Prairie Travelers                                       
Servers: Emma Winte & Jack Williamson      
Euch. Min.: Barry Otto, Tim Schuette &                   
        Evelyn Knebel          

We have all been the wicked servant. We have 
denied others the same forgiveness and grace 

shown to us. This week, let us find new ways to 
make  the love and mercy of God manifest in                

the lives of those we meet.  

“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we 
die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die,      

we are the Lord’s.” – Romans 14:8 

This is the essence of stewardship – everything we 
have and everything we are is a gift from God.          
We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely 
“stewards” of the gifts that God has given us,                  

especially our very own lives. Pray to God, daily, and 
ask Him how He is calling you to the live the life that 

He intended for you. 

IC Collection          9/6/26 

Envelopes/Loose        $4,454.02   

Sister Parish                 $45.00 

Church in Africa                 $45.00 

Catholic University                 $62.00 

Building Fund                 $80.00 

STG Collection        9/6/26 

Envelopes/Loose       $1,673.00   

Sister Parish              $60.00 

Church in Africa              $25.00 

Catholic University              $25.00 

Maintenance Account             $170.00 

Next Immaculate Conception Council 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday,    

September 15th at 7PM. 

STN Collection        9/5/26 

Envelopes/Loose         $1,815.00   

Sister Parish                $30.00 

Church in Africa                $50.00 

Catholic University               $80.00 

Pray for Holy Marriages 
Candace Luitjohan and Mitch Campbell  
Please join us in prayer for the upcoming            

marriage of Candace & Mitch. 
Lord God, the source of all love, the wise plan of 

Your providence has brought these                            
two together. 

As they prepare themselves for the sacrament of 
marriage and pray for Your grace, grant that, 

strengthened by Your blessing, they may grow in 
their respect for one another and cherish each  

other with a sincere love. Amen. 
They will be married at Immaculate Conception                                    

on November  7th, 2026 
Please keep them and all those discerning                        

Holy Marriage in your prayers. 

We welcome Christopher Dilks, Autumn Kalous &                
Mitch Campbell into Full Communion of the                          

Catholic Church.  Thanks Be To God!!  
Please keep Autumn, Christopher & Mitch in your prayers. 

Cemetery                $100.00 Candles                  $62.00 

Start the school year with a special Blessing for all 
students and catechists!                                               

Join us next Sunday, September 20th at 10am for 
a special Mass at IC with music from the              

Prairie Travelers acoustic trio! There will be         
donuts in the parish hall after Mass.                            

All are welcome!                                  

FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

Prayers are requested for the 
repose of the soul of                    

Harold Meskil,                  
husband of                                  

Marilyn (Schultz) Meskil,             
of our parish family. We extend 

our heartfelt sympathy to                   
Harold’s family and friends.                    

Eternal rest grant unto him,    
O Lord… 

St. Gertrude Altar Society meeting will be 
held on Monday, September 21st at 

7PM. All ladies of the parish are welcome 
and encouraged to attend!  

Mass for Peace will be celebrated on Thursday, 
September 17th at IC. Adoration at 5:30PM           

and Mass at 6PM.  

 

  St. Nicholas Blood Drive at St. Nicholas 
Parish Hall on Tuesday, September 22nd                        

1:00 to 6:00 PM  Please visit                       
RedCrossBlood.org and enter                  

STNICHOLASCHURCH to schedule.  



+Bishop 

Thomas  John Paprocki 

Diocese of springfield 

in illinois 

† 
  Rev. Callistus Osiaga   

Pastor 

  

Sonya Curry 

secretary          

Immaculate Conception—Pierron 

Mailing Address:               
PO Box 410 

Pierron, IL  62273 
 

E-mail Address: 
icpierron@parish.dio.org 

Website: 
www.icstnstg.org  

Office: 618-669-2391 
Rectory: 618-654-2789 

 
  Office Address:  

401 E State Street,          
Pocahontas 

Office Hours:                  
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm 

Fridays  9am to 1pm 

 Mass Times 
Immaculate Conception 

Wed. & Fri. —8:00am 
Sunday —10:00am 

 
Saint Nicholas 

Thursday — 8:00am           
Saturday — 4:30pm 

        
Saint Gertrude 

Tuesday — 8:00am 
Sunday — 8:00am 

Saint Nicholas -  Pocahontas 

24th Sunday in ordinary time   September 12 & 13, 2026  

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork 

  Pray For Our Seminarians 
Devin Flach 

Pastoral Internship 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary  

From September 23 to               
November 1, we are uniting 

with many others for another 
major simultaneous pro-life 

mobilization – the 40 Days for 
Life campaign. The mission of 

40 Days for Life is to bring together the Body of Christ 
in a spirit of unity during a focused 40 day campaign 

of prayer, fasting and peaceful activism, with the              
purpose of repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn 

hearts and minds from a culture of death to a culture of 
life, thus bringing an end to abortion. We (Immaculate 
Conception, St. Gertrude & St. Nicholas parishes) chose 

to Adopt a Day in the 40 Days for Life Granite City    
campaign to end the demand for abortion. We were 

assigned Sunday, September 27th as our adopted day, 
and we need many prayer warriors to join us in this 

important mission. We will need prayer warriors to pray 
with us at the facility in Granite City, and we need some 
praying from work, home, etc. too. In order to sign up 
for an hour or two of prayer on Sept. 27, 2026, please 

call or text Denise Trickey at 618-358-3954. 40 Days for 
Life works because prayer works!                                         
Thank you for standing up for life! 

Sign up for Called and Courageous 
Women’s Conference in Springfield       

What is preventing you from trusting God 
more deeply?                                               

Life is full of highs and lows, and it can be 
hard to see where God is in the middle of it 

all. At this year’s Catholic Women’s              
Conference, discover how to trust God in 
the messy, real moments of everyday life. 
Learn how your emotions influence your 
spiritual life and how to challenge the lies 

that lead to self-criticism, comparison, and 
discouragement. You’ll leave with practical 
tools to learn how to recognize God in your 

daily life, grow in prayer, and live with 
greater confidence in your identity as a 

beloved daughter of God. No matter what 
your season of life – single, married,          

divorced, widowed, young adult, or retired 
– you’ll find encouragement, community, 

and hope.                                          
When? Saturday, October 10. Christ the 
King parish Center, Springfield. Women 

ages 18+. Cost $30. For the full schedule, 
speaker information, and registration,  

visit go.dio.org/cac. Even if you are on the 
fence about God, remember: God is not on 

the fence about you. Questions?                
Contact Gracie Ortiz at gortiz@dio.org or 

217-321-1124. 

Grantfork Historical Society            
Rummage Sale 

Grantfork Auction Barn 

  Thurs, Sept 17 11 am -7 pm 

  Fri, Sept 18   8 am- 5 pm 

  Sat, Sept 19  8 am - Noon 

Household, Furniture, Décor and More                          

Donation Drop off Accepted                                     

(No books, clothing or electronics) 

Mon, Aug 31  9 am - Noon 

Sun, Sept 13  Noon – 4 pm 

Mon, Sept 14  9 am – 1 pm 

For Rummage sale questions, call or text                

Aimee at 618-604-2452                                                          

Bake Sale Items Needed on Thurs,  

Sept 17 and Fri, Sept 18 only                                                        

Contact Emily Schwarz at 618-675-3386 

for bake sale questions 

We are excited about the upcoming            
Beatification of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen,  

a beloved priest, bishop, & evangelist whose 
life inspired millions to encounter Christ. 
Held on Thursday Sept. 24 at 2pm at the 

Dome of America’s Center in St. Louis. There 
may still be tickets available by going to                

celebratesheen.com 

http://www.icstn-church.com
mailto:gortiz@dio.org

