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Checklist: Non-Parishioner Weddings at St. Felix & St. Agnes
St. Felix and St. Agnes Catholic Parishes welcome visitors utilizing area wedding reception venues who desire to have a Nuptial Mass or Blessing at St. Felix or St. Agnes. *Baptized Catholics are required to be married in the Catholic Church (cf. Can. 1117), and the parishes are happy to help couples fulfill this obligation, so that their marriage may be grounded and rooted in Christ.
To that end, visiting couples must complete the following steps to have a wedding at St. Felix or St. Agnes: 
· Contact the parish office (651-565-3931) more than six months in advance after becoming engaged to explore potential wedding dates.
· The parishes charge a one-time fee of $700 for the use of either church for a wedding. This fee must be paid before the weekend of the wedding.
· After contacting the parish office, contact your local parish to begin marriage/pre-Cana preparations according to the norms of your local diocese. (This preparation must be completed, regardless of differences in diocesan requirements.)
· If you need help finding your local parish, you can search for parishes using the USCCB’s Parish Finder.
· Once your marriage preparations have been completed at your local parish, your local parish will submit your marriage file to your diocese, who will then submit it to the Diocese of Winona-Rochester (unless you live elsewhere in the diocese).
· Visiting couples must also obtain a marriage license in the state of Minnesota. Marriage licenses are valid for 6 months from the date of issuance.
· Couples should wait until completing their marriage/pre-Cana preparations before applying for a Minnesota marriage license, as couples who complete these preparations receive $75 off their marriage license fee.
· More information on completing this paperwork can be obtained by contacting Fr. Tom through the parish office.
· Couples visiting from elsewhere in Minnesota may obtain a marriage license through their local county government office and simply bring it with them when they come to either parish for their ceremony.
· Couples visiting from out of state are encouraged to obtain their marriage license through the Wabasha County Recorder’s Office.
· If a couple is bringing their local priest to perform the Nuptial Mass or Blessing at the parishes, that priest must do the following:
· (If coming from out of state) Register as a Marriage Officiant in the state of Minnesota. More information on registering can be found on through the state of Minnesota e-Licensing website. Registration can be completed by contacting the Wabasha County Recorder’s Office.
· (If coming from out of state or a different diocese) Send a letter of suitability (letter of good standing) from his local diocese to the Diocese of Winona-Rochester.
· Letters of suitability can be sent via email to Fr. Will Thompson, Vicar General, at vicargeneral@dowr.org, or via mail to Diocese of Winona-Rochester, Attn: Fr. Will Thompson, Vicar General, 2907 Jeremiah Ln. NW, Rochester, MN 55901.
· Discuss with the visiting couple whether or not he will be present for a rehearsal the evening before.
· If the couple still wishes to have a rehearsal without their priest present, please contact Fr. Tom through the parish office.
· Select readings with the visiting couple and submit that information to the parish office. 
· Lastly, if the visiting couple is looking for assistance with music for the Mass, flowers, photography, etc., please see the list of recommended vendors on the parish website:
· Any additional questions or concerns can be directed to the parish office at the number above. 



*The parishes are also willing to work with couples to have existing civil marriages convalidated (made valid) in the Catholic Church, which would involve similar preparations to those outlined above. For more information, contact Fr. Tom through the parish office.
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