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PARKWOOD ANNUAL GARAGE SALE IS BACK! 

SATURDAY JULY 24TH 

9AM—4PM 

Got stuff you no longer want?  

Register early for the sale & get  

your place on the map! 

For more Information &  

Registration  

Contact Skye @ 360-477-2580  



 

 

     It Isn’t a Bluebird! 

              By Ida Domazlicky and Jane Nicholas 

 

 

 

 

If you think you just saw a Mountain or Western Bluebird in Parkwood, look again.  Bluebirds are possible here, but 

birders here this week found a less common blue bird—the Lazuli Bunting.  In the Sequim area, buntings are an 

uncommon find, with a pair seen some years near the Fish Hatchery.  And yet, some parts of Parkwood offer the 

perfect nesting territory, an open field with brushy edges. And sure enough, a Lazuli Bunting pair has found Park-

wood! 

 

The Lazuli Bunting is named for a blue mineral, lapis lazuli, which is rare.  In fact, the color blue is quite rare in all of 

nature, because only a handful of natural plants and animals produce blue pigment.  Instead, the blue that we see 

results from the scattering of light rays by surfaces of the rock or organism.  Similarly, the sky appears blue be-

cause as the white light enters our atmosphere, its various frequencies are scattered.  Blue, the shortest frequen-

cy, is bounced around more and thus we see it. Perhaps because blue is so uncommon in nature, people world-

wide are likely to have blue as their favorite color.   

 

How can you tell our different blue birds apart? Male Mountain Bluebirds are a beautiful pale turquoise-blue in 

back and belly.  They are sometimes seen in spring at Three Crabs beach.  Western Bluebirds, uncommon near Se-

quim, wear a deeper blue on the back and, like Eastern Bluebirds, have a wash of chestnut on the belly.  Both have 

thin, sharp bills. Our current blue visitor, the Lazuli Bunting, is slightly smaller.  The male’s head, throat, back and 

wings are a vibrant sky blue with chestnut patches. The wings have two white bars. The breast wears a pumpkin 

wash above a pale belly.  Unlike the bluebirds, the Lazuli has a thick, finch-type bill. It is the bird pictured above, on 

the cover of one of the best field guides to birds.  

 

When found near the east side of Parkwood, our male was literally “singing in the rain.” His song is sweet and 

slurred, with a slight buzz near the end.  (Hear it by downloading the free Audubon Bird Guide app, which will also 

give you many other tools for learning bird identification.)  The female or a fledgling male—virtually identical—was 

nearby.  She needs to be inconspicuous while incubating her eggs, so she is definitely NOT blue.  Instead, she has 

dark wings on a grayish body that has a bit of a chestnut wash. 

 

It is likely that Lazuli Buntings are nesting in or near Parkwood this summer.  (As always, please don’t approach a 

nest, since our attention can alert local predators to the nest’s location.) The female sits on the bluish-green eggs 

for about two weeks. Both parents feed the nestlings until they fledge.  At that point, the female may start another 

nest alone, while the male continues to feed the fledglings for a few days.  Come late July, the buntings will begin 

to long for western Mexico, where they spend the winter in flocks.  They’ll make that amazing migration by late 

August and, with any luck, at least a few will return to us here in Sequim.  But for now, keep an eye out for blue! 



Hello Parkwood.  Happy 4th of July summer is here. Thank you one and 
all for being part of the earthquake drill. It was a eye opener with many 
things to review and improve on. Over all it was a great success and we 
will do more of these in the future. One of the main issues was radio’s, 
some things have been taken care of while others we need more practice 
and will work hard on that. The next general meeting will be on July 9 at 
10am in the clubhouse. There will be a full body evaluation of a patient as 
this was issue with some of the teams during the drill. There will also be a 
question and answer period. Be safe and prepared this summer.  
 
David Goose PERT commander. 
 

“ I’ve come to believe that community is whoever comes  
running when the alarm is sounded “ 

“Fell in love with this view the first time I entered the park. “  



AFTER  

Fun Facts about July: 

July was named after the famous Roman general Julius Caesar by the Roman senate; as it was the 
month he was born in. Julius Caesar was a formidable military general and statesman who was largely re-
sponsible for changing the Roman Republic into the Roman Empire. The month was previously called 
Quintilis (Latin for fifth) as it was the fifth month of the 10-month-long ancient Roman calendar. 

As the second month of Summer, July is, on average, the warmest month of the year in the northern hemi-
sphere. Its southern hemisphere equivalent is January. 

In early July, a period of time called the “dog days of summer” begins. Historically they were observed 
within Ancient Roman and Greek astrology and were connected with bad luck, mad dog attacks, unex-
pected thunderstorms, heat, and drought. They gained their name as “dog days” as they were connected 
with the star Sirius, which is part of the Canis Major (Greater Dog) star system. Nowadays, “the dog days” 
refers to when the hottest days of summer begin.  

Coincidentally, it was in July that the rabies vaccine was first successfully given to a patient. The French 
microbiologist Louis Pasteur administered the vaccine to a nine-year-old called Joseph Meister on July 6, 
1885. The child had been bitten by a rabid dog, and Louis Pasteur, unsure whether the vaccine would be 
successful, decided it was worth testing. Fortunately for the boy, it worked!  

On July 5, 1946, the world’s first bikini was unveiled in the famous Piscine Molitor swimming pool in Paris. 
Just in time for the heat of summer, the bikini was modeled by showgirl Micheline Bernardini. While two-
piece forms of swimwear previously existed, none used as little fabric as the bikini.  

Julius Caesar wasn’t the only military genius born in July. Alexander the Great was another important his-
torical figure who changed the shape of the world and was born somewhere around July 20, 356 BC. Other 
famous people born in July include Frida Kahlo, Franz Kafka, Marcel Proust, and Nelson Mandela.  

The Anglo-Saxons had multiple names for the month of July, including Maed-monath and Hey-monath. Re-
spectively, these translated into “the flowering of meadows” and “hay month.” 

July isn’t just the month for Independence Day, though. There are plenty of other great holidays observed 
around the world! July 2

nd
 is World UFO Day, while July 3

rd
 is Stay out of the Sun Day. In the US, July 6

th
 is 

a pretty delicious day, as it’s National Fried Chicken Day! At the end of the month, we also have Interna-
tional Tiger Day on July 29

th
.  

On July 25, 1909, Louis Bleriot became the first man to fly an aircraft from one country to another success-
fully. He took off from the coast of France and landed across the channel near Dover, England.  

July 16, 1945, was another big day for the world and a step down a very dark period of history. It was on 
this day in Alamogordo, New Mexico, that the first atomic bomb was detonated. The bomb was called “Fat 
Boy,” and its explosion sure was fat – the mushroom cloud was 41,000 feet (12.5 kilometers) high!  

July was an important time for the space race of the ’60s. The first crewed mission to the moon, the Apollo 
11 Mission, launched on July 16, 1969. Four days later, on July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong made history by 
taking the first step on the moon while declaring, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for man-
kind!”.  

The birthstone of July is the ruby, considered by many to be the king of gems. At one point in time, it was 
considered to protect warriors on the field of battle if it was embedded in their armor. Nowadays, as a birth-
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