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Grace Notes ~ July 15, 2026

Ordination at GSS Women's Book Group
Wrap Someone in Prayer! Men's Book Group
Getting to Know Dcn Michael Prayer List
What is EfM? This Week's Happenings
Diocesan Youth Council Blood Drive at St. Michael's

The Ordination of The Rev. Michael Fenn

Wednesday, July 15 at 5:30 pm

The Rev. Michael Fenn will be ordained as a Priest by
Bishop Kym Lucas at Grace and St. Stephen's on
Wednesday, July 15 at 5:30pm with a reception to
follow in the Parish Hall. All are invited and
encouraged to attend.

The Episcopal Church (along with Orthodox churches

and Roman Catholicism) follows the ancient pattern of

the three-fold order for ordinations of deacon, priest, bishop. It is a treasured tradition
that reminds the Church (and clergy) that all ordained ministry is rooted and grounded
in service and proclaiming the Gospel.

Wrap Someone in Prayer!

Prayer shawls are available for distribution on the Blaik library
table. Any GSSE parishioner may give a shawl to anybody
(recipient does not need to be a parishioner). Please fill in the
giver and recipient information in the shawl ministry records
book when you pick up a shawl. If desired, you can request
prayers by the Daughters of the King, also in the records book.

Consider delivering a prayer shawl to comfort someone who is:

Undergoing medical procedures, chemotherapy, infusion therapy
In the hospital, nursing home, assisted living, or in hospice care
Suffering physically, mentally, spiritually
Needs comfort and healing

¢ Celebrating a birth, wedding, etc.

We blessed 3 new shawls on Sunday and have several available in the library.
Donations are gratefully accepted so we can purchase additional yarn.

Prayer Shawl Ministry next meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month, at 4 pm in the
Blaik library. Please join us for fellowship, knitting, crocheting, or other hand crafts
(snacks provided). For additional information, please contact Pat Wallace.



mailto:patcoswal0621@gmail.com

Appreciation: Pat would like to thank all the folks who are knitting and/or crocheting
shawls.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet tomorrow, Thursday, July 16th at 4pm in
the Blaik Library. All are welcome to join us!

Getting to Know The Rev. Michael Fenn

) Meet The Rev. Michael Fenn!

We're excited to welcome Deacon Michael
as our new Assistant Rector at Grace and
St. Stephen's! Over the next few weeks,
we'll be sharing a series of articles to help
you get to know him a little better—from
his journey to ministry and his favorite
hobbies to fun facts, meaningful memories,
and what he's most looking forward to in
this new chapter with our parish family.
Welcome, Deacon Michael—we're glad
you're here!

Favorite Scripture

My favorite piece of scripture is 1 John 4:19, which reads "We love because he first
loved us". I appreciate the simplicity and beauty of it. As well as its powerful
theological statement that our love--in ministry and throughout our lives--is a
reflection of God's love that originates all other kinds of love. It is the scripture which
I paraphrase to end my sermons "in the name of the One who first loved us", and it
will feature in my ordination service!

What is Education for Ministry?

Education for Ministry (EfM) lives at the School of Theology of
the University of the South in Sewane, Tennessee. Although the
word Ministry is capitalized, the program is to help the members
go out into the world- trying to minister in small ways. It is a
unique, small-group formation program based on study and
T &/ practice in theological reflection. It helps participants all over the
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e Connect with others in a faith-based community of curious

explorers.

¢ Reflect and respond to our scripture and great theological thinkers and leaders.
¢ Reflect weekly on how God may be speaking to you about your faith journey.
¢ Discover your unique gifts and how they might serve God.
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EfM “Classic”

EfM Classic is divided up into four years of study. When you sign up, you are not
committed to all four years.

Year 1- The Old Testament

Year 2- The New Testament

Year 3- Church History

Year 4- Ethics and Spirituality

EfM Wide Angle One Year Program

For those who are curious about EfM or are EfM graduates, you may want to try this
new one-year course. In Wide Angle, you will get to read some wonderful books
written by authors like Rachel Held-Evan, Rowan Willimas, and Joan Chittister.

Where Grace and St. Stephen’s will have an EfM group that will begin in September.
When The EfM group will meet on Monday mornings from 9:00 to 11:30.




If you would like to know more about EfM or Sewanee Theological Seminary, you
can visit their website. Questions? Contact Martha Basenberg

Diocesan Youth Council Applications Now Open

Would you like to have a voice in your

ministry? Would you like leadership, speaking,
and event planning experience? Apply for the
diocesan youth council (YOCO) and join this

dynamic team that has a voice in all youth
YOUTH COUNCIL ministry in Colorado. We meet regularly to plan

all retreats and overnight events, and promote

youth ministry at the Annual Convention of the
Episcopal Church in Colorado. We also have a ton of fun. Youth Council members
have input on YES Trips locations and content, pilgrimages, and one-day mission
events. YOCO is an opportunity for youth who are active in their church ministries
and youth group, have a firm foundation in their faith, and are ready for a larger voice
in their own ministry. Please submit your applications by July 27; announcements
will be made by July 30. The first YOCO meeting will be held August 15, 9:00 am to
3:00 pm, all other information will be shared upon acceptance. We look forward to
reading your applications.

Women’s Book Group Summer Reading

U T Db Oty M s i Please join us in reading the biblical fiction
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book The Secret Magdalene by Ki Longfellow

This book will be discussed in its entirety on
August 25th at 10am in Blake Library.

Ki Longfellow's "The Secret Magdalene" offers
a mesmerizing account of Mariamne of Magdal
Eder (known as Mary Magdalene) and her
. " astonishing journey from ardent pupil to
\ teacher and companion of the most famous man

MAGDALENE ~in history - Jesus of Nazareth. Much has been

LY written about Mary Magdalene but Ms

" == Longfellow's book is perhaps the most worthy
addition to the fiction canon of her life, both in
its breathtaking scope, meticulous research, and
expert mixture of Gnostic philosophy with grand historical fiction. Framed as the
narrative scrolls of Mariamne, she tells her story with wit, sensitivity and spirit, from
her travels with her father's ward Salome into Alexandria, where they absorb
mysterious religious philosophies, to their return to Jerusalem and their life-altering
relationships with Jesus and John the Baptist and Mariamne's emergence as a prophet
in her own right. Eschewing the legend of redeemed prostitute and delving far beyond
the traditional Biblical tale, Longfellow immerses us in the daily life, travails, and
spiritual awakening of an intelligent woman and leader, whose mystic appeal
continues to enthrall us centuries after her death.

Men’s Book Group: How Should Christians Approach AI?

This summer, men’s book club tackles how we as Christians should approach artificial
intelligence (AI). We'll read and discuss critiques from leaders in different traditions,
including the Archbishop of Canterbury, as well as arguments from pro-Al optimists.
We'll then dedicate ourselves to reflecting upon Pope Leo’s new encyclical, Magnifica
Humanitas—a physical copy of which will be provided to all group members.



https://theology.sewanee.edu/education-for-minsitry/
http://marthabase@comcast.net/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScd0LmnOIkxxzB0t7Y--464QWxhhNmzN25yp4WmDo11nA6KrA/viewform

The group meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each
month at 6pm at Goat Patch Brewing, 2727 N Cascade
Ave. Contact Phil Hensel for details.
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Prayer List

Those in crisis of health or circumstance:
Rejoice in hope; be patient in Debbie Barents, Kristin Brown, David Buckley,
affliction; persevere in prayer. Ed Quinn, KJ Ramsey, Anne Trinajstich
ROMANS 12:12

Those who are celebrating joyfully: Rebekah &
Mason Marriott on their marriage at GSS on July
7th

Those in need of ongoing prayer: Ted Arnn, Gail
Ash, Sallie Beattie, Bob Black, Judy Couchman,
Stuart Eyman, Eunice Ferguson, Staci Fox, Barb
Good, John Hough, Annika Johnson, Maggi
Johnson, Sheilah Johnson, Dorothy Kipp, Al
Larson, Alex Lindberg, Leigh MacHaffie, Devon Mack, John McVicker, Debra
Millsap, Sinnikka Pember-Coulter, Elizabeth Phillips, Melody Pugh, Edie Reichert,
Frank Shelton, Kitty Taylor, Carol Townsley, Jill Wasinger, Pam White, Susan Willet,
Alice, Jennifer, Nancy, Nick H., Oliver & Family, Piper, Wes

Those in harm’s way: William Brown, Mark Jaskot, Frederich Jones, Bill Mack,
Rachel Pearson, Adam Tahyar, Thomas Ward, Nicholas Wolf

This Week's Happenings

Wednesday 7/15
¢ The Ordination of The Rev. Michael Fenn, 5:30pm,
Nave with reception to follow in Parish Hall

Thursday 7/16
e Morning Prayer, 9am, on Facebook
¢ Centering Prayer, 11am, Blaik Library
¢ Prayer Shawl Ministry, 4pm, Blaik Library

Friday 7/17
¢ Chanted Noonday Prayer, 12pm, St. Stephen's
Chapel

Saturday 7/18
¢ Men's Bible Study, 8am, Weir Conference Rm

Sunday 7/19

Noisy Sunday Offering benefitting Grace Gardeners at both services
Rite I Holy Eucharist, 8am, Nave

Nursery Available, 9am -12pm

Rite ITI Choral Eucharist, 10:30am, Nave
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¢ Welcome Reception for Richard Gray, Director of Music Ministry, 12pm,
Parish Hall

Monday 7/13
¢ Noonday Prayer with the Anglican Rosary, 12pm, St. Stephen’s Chapel

Tuesday 7/14
e Morning Prayer, 9am, on Facebook
e Salsa Dancing with Lambarado, S5pm Salsa Beginners, 6:15 Salsa Level 2,
Parish Hall
¢ Vestry Meeting, 6pm, Weir Conference Rm

St. Michael's Neighborhood
Blood Drive
St. Michael's

Episcopal Church
ParishHall
7400 Tudor Rd
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
Wednesday, July 22, 2026

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
For an appointment call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or visit RedCrossBlood.org.
Use sponsor code: StMichaelsEpiscopalCO

121 - AROT - 255851

Bring a photo ID or your blood donor card, or two other forms of ID.

You can save up to 15 minutes when you donate blood by using RapidPass!
Visit RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass for more information.
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{EEAE.  Give blood July 13 to 31 for a Fandango Movie Reward
'E - e by email to see a movie on us! rcblood.org/July

Scan to be directed to
RapidPass®
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to schedule
an appointment.

1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

merican National Red Cross | 517301-3 CW
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