
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Canadian Centre for Caregiving Excellence Awards Room 217 for 
Exceptional Contribution 

Port Perry, ON – November 27, 2025 - The Room 217 Foundation has received the Outstanding 
Achievement Award at the Canadian Caregiving Summit in Ottawa on Monday November 3. 
Presented to “an organization making an outstanding contribution to raising awareness of the 
experiences and challenges of caregivers in Canada,” the award recognizes Room 217’s national 
leadership in advancing music-based approaches to care. 

Founder and Executive Director, Bev Foster, reflected on the significance of the moment. 
“Who could have imagined that what began as a response to the experience of my father’s death in 
Room 217 at the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital in 2002 would touch so many lives more than 20 years 
later? This award belongs to the many people who have joined my husband, Rob, and me in 
building a movement that is tangible, effective, and economical. We deeply appreciate everyone 
who has contributed to realizing the vision of making music an integral part of care in Canada.” 

The Room 217 Foundation extends its sincere gratitude to the Canadian Centre for Caregiving 
Excellence and the Azrieli Foundation for this meaningful acknowledgment. 

About the Canadian Caregiving Summit 
The Canadian Caregiving Summit is a national conference hosted by the Canadian Centre for 
Caregiving Excellence, a program of the Azrieli Foundation. This two-day event brings together paid 
and unpaid caregivers, system leaders, policy makers, researchers, and advocates from across 
Canada’s healthcare, disability, aging, and community-care sectors. Its central mission is to 
elevate caregiving as a national priority and to collaboratively shape a more inclusive, sustainable, 
and human-centred vision for care in Canada. 
 
About the Room 217 Foundation 
The Room 217 Foundation is a music-based health arts organization located in Port Perry, serving 
communities across Canada. The Foundation provides training, resources, and certification 
programs that equip caregivers to integrate music intentionally into healthcare and community 
settings. With an evidence-informed approach that bridges arts and health, Room 217 empowers 
caregivers to enhance quality of life and wellbeing through music, supporting a more 
compassionate, person-centred care experience. 
 
Media Contact 
Tanya Albis, Business Support Manager 
Email: talbis@room217.ca 
Phone: 844-985-0217 
For more information about the Room 217 Foundation, visit www.musiccare.org 
 
Image attached – “Bev Foster, Room 217 Foundation Founder and ED, with Liv Mendelsohn, ED of 
the Canadian Centre for Caregiving Excellence at the Canadian Caregiver Summit in Ottawa.” 
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