
PO Box 411, Alice, TX 78333 • 

PARISH STAFF 
Administrator   Fr. James Thoompunkal, HGN  
Deacon   Emede Gonzalez 
Faith Formation Director   Diana Martinez  
Bookkeeper  Hilda B. Fonseca 
Parish Secretary  Delicia S. Rodriguez 
Lector/EMHC Coord.  Cindy Sandoval 
English Music  Noe & Marisa Cadena 
Spanish Music Director  Sandra Gonzalez 
Sacristan Coordinator  Angie Sendejo 
RCIA/RCIC Coordinator  Rachel Munoz  
Youth Director  Dora Yvonne Riojas  
Altar Server Coordinator  Larissa Gonzalez 
Bulletin Editor  Hilda B. Fonseca 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  5:30 pm OLG, Spanish 
Sunday  7:25 am SNDA 
  9:30 am OLG, English 
  11:30 am OLG, English 
Monday & Tuesday   6:00 pm 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri.   12:05 pm 
ADORATION Tuesday  after 6:oo pm Mass 
CONFESSION  Saturday  4:00-5:00 pm, or by appointment 
 
PARISH OFFICE 1300 Guerra St., Phone: 361-664-2953 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9:00 am-12:00 
noon and 2:00-5:00 pm (Closed every Tuesday) 

Our Mission Statement 

To honor the Lord as Servants of Christ and 
Stewards of the mysteries of God by spreading 
his message of Love, Hope, Faith and Respect. 
In trusting his message, our diverse community 
will always remain  united and be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, to encourage and support the devel-
opment of the Sacramental Life and by being a 
community open to others that are coming in 
search of Christ’s love and teachings. 

Last Sunday we heard from the gospel, how Peter made 
the great profession of faith: "You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." Jesus praised him, called him the rock 
upon which He would build His Church, and entrusted 
him with the keys of the Kingdom. But today's Gospel 
presents a startling contrast. The same Peter who had just 
been called "blessed" now hears Jesus say: "Get behind 
me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are think-
ing not as God does, but as human beings do." How 
could Peter move so quickly from being praised to being 
rebuked? The answer reveals one of the greatest lessons of 
the Christian life: it is possible to believe in Jesus and 
still misunderstand His mission. It is possible to confess 
Him with our lips while resisting the way He calls us to 
live. This Gospel invites us to understand what it truly 
means to follow Christ. 
 
Matthew tells us: "From that time on, Jesus began to 
show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer greatly... be killed, and on the third day be 
raised." This is the first time Jesus openly predicts His 
Passion. Until now, the disciples have seen only success. 
Crowds follow Jesus. Miracles amaze the people. The sick 
are healed. The hungry are fed. 
 
Everything seems to point toward earthly triumph. But 
Jesus now reveals another path. The road to glory passes 
through Calvary. The crown comes after the Cross. The 
Resurrection comes after suffering. The disciples expected 
a Messiah who would overthrow the Romans. Jesus re-
veals a Messiah who will conquer sin and death through 
sacrificial love. God's ways are very different from human 
expectations. 
 
Peter immediately protests. "God forbid, Lord! No such 
thing shall ever happen to you." Peter loves Jesus. His 
words come from affection. He cannot bear the thought of 
Jesus suffering. His mistake is not his love. His mistake is 
believing that love can exist without sacrifice. Peter wants 
a Messiah without a Cross. Many Christians today make 
the same mistake. We want blessings without trials. Vic-
tory without struggle. Success without sacrifice. For-
giveness without repentance. Resurrection without Calva-
ry. We often pray, "Lord, remove every difficulty." But 
Jesus says, "Follow Me through the difficulty." 
 
Jesus' response shocks us. "Get behind me, Satan!" 
Jesus is not saying Peter is possessed. Rather, Peter is 
unknowingly repeating the temptation Jesus had already 
rejected in the desert. Remember the devil's temptation? 
"Take the easy path." "Avoid suffering." "Choose power 
instead of sacrifice." Peter now suggests exactly that. 
Jesus recognizes that anything which tries to separate Him 
from His Father's will, even if spoken by a friend must be 
rejected.  
 
Jesus says, "Get behind me." That is where disciples 
belong. Not in front of Jesus telling Him where to go. Not 
beside Him trying to negotiate His mission. But behind 
Him, following His lead. Sometimes we try to tell God 
how He should run our lives. We pray, "Lord, this is how 
You should solve my problem." "This is when You should 
answer my prayer." "This is the path You should choose 
for me." 
But disciples do not lead Christ. Christ leads His disciples. 

Gospel Reflection 

Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 30, 2026 



August 30, 2026 
Mass Intentions 

Saturday, August 29, 2026 
Vigilia del Vigesimosegundo Domingo del  
Tiempo Ordinario 
5:30p.m.   OLG Parishioners 
 

Sunday, August 30, 2026 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30a.m.   SNDA Parishioners 
 
 9:30a.m.   †  Raul Villagran (10th Ann.) 
                   †  Maria Elena Garza 
 
11:30a.m.  †  Gilberto Escobar (B-day Rem.) 
                  Healing for Derek Galindo 
 

Monday, August 31, 2026 
6:00p.m   OLG Parishioners 
 

Tuesday, September 01, 2026 
6:00p.m.   OLG Parishioners 
 

Wednesday, September 02, 2026 
12:05p.m.   OLG Parishioners 
 

Thursday, September 03, 2026  
Saint Gregory the Great,  
Pope and Doctor of the Church 
12:05p.m.   OLG Parishioners 
 

Friday, September 04, 2026 
12:05p.m.  †  Jose David “Tractor” Garza (27th Ann.) 
 

Saturday, September 05, 2026 
Vigilia del Vigestimotercer Domingo del  
Tiempo Ordinario 
5:30p.m.   †  Jesus Reyes Cruz (7th Ann.) 
                   †  Jesse Gonzalez 
 

Sunday, September 06, 2026 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30a.m.   SNDA Parishioners 
 
 9:30a.m.   †  Jesse Gonzalez 
                   †  Reyes B. Villanueva (B-day Rem.) 
                   †  Jose Salvador Anguiano 
                   †  Santos Hernandez 
                   †  Ovidio Escamilla (6th Ann.) 
                   †  Maria Elena Garza 
                   †  Henry Hill 
 
11:30a.m.  †  Juan Moscot 
 
 
 
 
 

August 16, 2026 

OLG 
 Envelope Collections                    2,116.00 
 Loose Collections                     1,479.76 
 Childrens’ Collections                                     00.00 
 Total                      3,595.76 
  
 Second Collections: 
 New Restroom                                        0.00 
 Faith Formation           925.00 
 Catholic Schools                                                2.00 
 Bishop Appeal                                                    0.00                           
 Total 2nd Collections                              $   927.00 

 
SNDA 

 Collections                               308.00 
 Bishop’s Sharing Appeal                                  00.00 
 Total Deposit                    $  308.00 
 
 
 
 




