KENHORST BOROUGH COUNCIL
JULY 3, 2025 MEETING MINUTES

President Roger Weidenheimer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and roll-call. Present: Mayor Nickolas Hatzas and Council members Anthony Avilla, Jeffrey Smith, Vincent Gagliardo, and Kerry Grassley. Absent: Scott Stamm and Pete O’Brien.
Also in attendance: Cindy Castner, Borough Manager, Michael J. Gombar, Jr., Esq., Solicitor, and Sgt. Steve Butler and Officer Ryan Smith, Reading Police Department. Absent: Fire Chief/Public Works Superintendent, Dwayne Hart and McCarthy Engineering

Taking minutes was Tara Mountford, Secretary/Treasurer.
___________________
An Executive Session was held prior to the Council meeting that ran from 6:00 PM to 6:24 PM.


President Weidenheimer stated that the first order of business was for Council to vote on approving Michael J. Gombar, Jr., Esq. of the law firm Masano Bradley, as the Borough’s new Solicitor. President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to appoint Solicitor Gombar. Councilman O’Brien made the motion and Councilman Grassley offered a second. Motion passed unanimously and Solicitor Gombar thanked Council and took his seat for the remainder of the meeting.


The following residents of the Borough and members of public were present: Nathan Kreider and Charles and Sylvia Clauser.

President Weidenheimer opened the floor for any persons wishing to be heard.   Charles and Sylvia Clauser brought the following before Council: Mr. Clauser was following up on issues previously brought to Council. He thanked Council for the tree cleanup to date and asked if there was a timeline for removal of the tree stumps that remain. Ms. Castner stated that while there isn’t an exact date, the plan is to finish all of the tree removals first, then begin the removal of the stumps. 

Mr. Clauser also inquired if there has been any follow up to the drainage issue at Commonwealth Boulevard and Tyrone Avenue. Ms. Castner stated that Mr. Hart, PWS, had a discussion with McCarthy Engineering about it but neither are present at the meeting to give a response. She said she would reach out to Mr. Clauser when she has been given the outcome of that discussion.

Mr. Clauser then thanked Council for the new monitoring of speeding on Commonwealth Boulevard and asked what the next steps would be. Ms. Castner stated that the Borough has put signs up and have reports that indicate patterns, but are waiting for the police to finish the speed training with the Borough’s daytime officer. She believes that training will finish at the end of July, at which time he can begin to issue speeding tickets.

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
· Approval of Minutes: President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to accept the REVISED minutes from the June 3rd workshop meeting and the June 5th council meeting. Councilman Grassley made a motion to approve the minutes, with Councilman Smith offering a second. Motion passed unanimously. 


BOROUGH REPORTS
· Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Hatzas reported the total of the fines collected in June was $998.59 and also expressed a sincere thank you to former Fire Chief Ron Yeity and Borough resident Randy Barrell for placing flags once again this year at the Borough’s Memorial. Mayor Hatzas reported receiving concerns from two separate residents regarding close calls at the intersection of New Holland Road and Harding Avenue, related to turning in both directions. Discussion indicated that illegally parked cars in the yellow zone, which block visibility, are at least partly to blame. Mayor Hatzas stated that the road is supposed to be monitored by PennDOT and also requested that the police keep an eye on people parked illegally along that stretch of road.

· Reading Police Department Report:  Sgt. Steven Butler, filling in for Lt. Contreras, reported that during the month of June, there were parking issues related to the Lancaster Avenue paving project but it was otherwise a routine month. He asked Council if there was anything that they wanted to address. President Weidenheimer inquired about the police schedule for July 4th and the weekend, and Sgt. Butler provided the schedule.  Councilman Gagliardo asked who would handle enforcement of fireworks violations, and Sgt. Butler provided clarification on who would be covering the Borough. Councilman O’Brien asked if there would be traffic assistance after the Community Days fireworks as had been done in previous years. Ms. Castner noted that she requested coverage for the Borough a month ago, but acknowledged that staffing shortages due to officer vacations could pose a challenge.

· Kenhorst VFD Report:  In Chief Hart’s absence, President Weidenheimer reported a total of 50 calls for the month of June. 

· Financial Report:   President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s and financial reports for June. Councilman O’Brien made a motion with Councilman Stamm offering a second. Motion passed unanimously. 

· Codes & Emergency Services: Councilman O’Brien reminded the public that fireworks are not legally permitted anywhere in the Borough and urged residents to contact the Reading Police non-emergency number to report any violations.

· Personnel:  No report. 

· Property & Buildings:  No report.

· Sanitation:  No report.

· Streets: Councilman Grassley reported that there are two streets’ projects underway, and that curb painting is continuing at intersections.


MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
· Parks & Playground:  Councilman Stamm reported that the Borough’s pickleball courts are being used heavily and that the nets are starting to show wear. He also reported that there have been incidents of people utilizing the baseball field and leaving empty alcohol containers behind. He is requesting signage addressing this issue so that the police can issue citations when necessary.

· Sanitary Sewers & Stormwater:  Councilman Avilla reported that the ventilation system at the pump station is installed and working and that we’re waiting on electrical connectors that are on backorder. He also stated that 1,215 linear feet of sewer pipes have been found to be faulty through Liberty Ave, Brooke Boulevard, and Daniels Avenue, and that they are being lined by Sewer Specialty Services.

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS

· Solicitor’s Report:  No report.

· Engineer’s Report: President Weidenheimer referred Council to the Engineer’s report provided by McCarthy Engineering for review.

· Borough Manager’s Report:  Ms. Castner reported that she is currently assisting a resident with an ongoing issue. She also reported that the tree project is underway and that the office has received calls from concerned residents. Ms. Castner also addressed the Mayor’s inquiry regarding the church on High Boulevard. 


OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· Appointing of New Borough Solicitor:  Reference first order of Business.

NEW BUSINESS

· Public Works Monthly Reports:  Ms. Castner stated that Councilman Gagliardo requested regular reports from Public Works. She added that Councilman Grassley said West Reading’s Public Works department submits monthly reports to their Council. Ms. Castner also mentioned that, based on her research, many other Boroughs do the same. She stated she would move forward with the process for next month’s meeting, pending Council’s approval. President Weidenheimer sought confirmation of consensus, which was duly noted. 

FINAL REMARKS AND REMINDERS
· Next Workshop Meeting – Tuesday August 5th, 2025 at 7:00 PM

· Next Council Meeting – Thursday August 7th, 2025 at 7:00 PM

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business Council adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Tara K. Mountford
Secretary/Treasurer
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