
KENHORST BOROUGH COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
June 4, 2026 


President Gagliardo called the June 4, 2026, Council Meeting at the Community Center, to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was taken. Those present were Mayor Hatzas and Council Members Anthony Avilla, Kerry Grassley, Nathan Kreider, and Crystal Wanner. Absent were Roger Weidenheimer and Scott Stamm. 
Also in attendance: Cindy Castner, Borough Manager, Michael J. Gombar, Jr. Esq., Solicitor, Pamela Stevens, Engineer, Systems Design Engineering, Inc., Lt. Contreras and Officer Ryan Smith, Reading Police Department. Absent was Dwayne Hart, Fire Chief/Public Works Superintendent.
Taking minutes was Tara Mountford, Secretary/Treasurer.

President Gagliardo called for a moment of silence after the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The following Borough residents were present: Bill Tetterton.

President Gagliardo opened the meeting to public comment. Mr. Tetterton addressed Council regarding a neighborhood safety issue, neighborhood property maintenance compliance matters, and concerns related to excessive speeding and reckless driving on New Holland Road, particularly near the pool area where children cross the street. He cited two recent incidents as examples of the concern and requested increased police presence in the area as a deterrent measure to help prevent accidents. Officer Smith stated that he will address the speeding concerns and the Borough Manager will address the property maintenance issues.

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
· Approval of Minutes:  President Gagliardo called for a motion to approve the minutes of the May 5th Workshop and May 7th Council meetings. Councilman Grassley made a motion to approve the minutes, with Councilman Avilla offering a second. The motion was approved unanimously. 

BOROUGH REPORTS
· Mayor’s Report: Mayor Hatzas reported that total fines collected for the month of May amounted to $203.38. He also relayed concerns received from several residents regarding a group of teenagers operating e-bikes within the Borough. According to the reports, the individuals have been engaging in disruptive and unsafe behavior, including antagonizing motorists, using profane language, attempting to impede traffic, and intentionally cutting off or slowing vehicles. Mayor Hatzas further noted that Councilman Weidenheimer, who was absent from the meeting, had reported concerns regarding motorists disregarding the no left turn restriction at the intersection of New Holland Road and High Boulevard. Lt. Contreras of the Reading Police Department offered assistance in addressing these traffic and public safety concerns.

· Reading Police Department Report:   Lt. Contreras of the Reading Police Department presented the police activity report for the month of May. Officer Ryan Smith also provided a report regarding a recent enforcement detail conducted by him and Officer Morar at New Holland Road and High Boulevard.

· Kenhorst VFD Report: Chief Hart provided a written report indicating 38 calls for the month of May. 

· Financial Report:  President Gagliardo called for a motion to accept the Treasurer and Financial reports for May. Councilman Avilla made a motion to accept with Councilman Grassley offering a second. The motion was approved unanimously.


· Codes & Emergency Services: President Gagliardo stated that he is interested in looking at pricing for codes services.

· Personnel: No report. 

· Property & Buildings: No report.

· Sanitation: No report.

· Streets:  Councilman Grassley confirmed the UGI activity continues. 


MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
· Parks & Playground:  President Gagliardo asked if Councilwoman Wanner and Debbie Wanner, have set a date for the flag-raising ceremony at the Borough War Memorial. Councilwoman Wanner reported that the event is tentatively scheduled for July 2 at 6:30 p.m.

President Gagliardo stated that he would provide Councilwoman Wanner with the contact information for the Girl Scouts, who may wish to participate in the ceremony. He also requested that Councilwoman Wanner email the finalized date and time to the Borough Manager so that all Council members can be notified.

· Sanitary Sewers & Stormwater:   President Gagliardo stated that maintenance had been discussed at the Workshop Meeting and referenced the email Ms. Castner had sent to Council regarding the matter. Ms. Castner confirmed that no maintenance had been missed and explained that two cleanings were completed during the previous year and that one additional cleaning is scheduled to be conducted this year.

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS

· Solicitor’s Report: Solicitor Gombar reported that an Executive Session was held following the Workshop Meeting on June 2 to discuss personnel and contract matters. He also presented Council with a codes-related issue and stated that he expects to provide an update at the next Council Meeting in July. Solicitor Gombar further noted that all other matters are included on the Agenda. 
 
· Engineer’s Report: Pamela Stevens of Systems Design Engineering, Inc. informed Council that the 1300 block of Liberty Avenue will not be able to be included in this year’s paving project due to permits that were already in place with UGI for base repairs. Ms. Stevens also gave her professional opinion on the dangers of mid-block crosswalks and stated that she cannot support the Berks Nature crosswalk project. 

· Borough Manager’s Report: Ms. Castner reminded Council that Pool Day will be held on Sunday, June 14, at Ken Grill Pool. Admission will be free throughout the day. Pizza will be provided from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and additional activities will include the Borough fire truck and ice pops. Ms. Castner will continue to promote the event on the Borough’s Facebook page.

Ms. Castner reviewed sewer and trash account delinquencies with Council and explained the process for identifying delinquent accounts and pursuing collection efforts. She noted that managing collections can be challenging for office staff and asked Council to consider the future use of a collection agency to assist with delinquent account collections. She and Solicitor Gombar will discuss an appropriate dollar threshold for placing property liens on delinquent accounts.






OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· Berks Nature Crosswalk:  President Gagliardo stated that Council needed to decide whether to authorize a June 30 meeting to consider the Berks Nature crosswalk request or take action to deny the request at the current meeting. Councilman Grassley made a motion to deny the crosswalk request, seconded by Councilwoman Wanner. The motion failed by a vote of 3–2.

President Gagliardo requested a motion to authorize advertising of a June 30th voting meeting about the Berks Nature project. Councilman Kreider made the motion, seconded by Councilman Avilla. The motion was approved by a vote of 4–1. Ms. Castner asked Council members to provide, by the end of the week, a list of information they would like obtained from Berks Nature at the June 9th meeting. She explained that this would help ensure Council has the information necessary to make an informed decision when the matter is brought to a vote. 

· Street Cut Fees:  President Gagliardo asked for a motion to amend the Resolution for the official Borough Schedule of Fees for street cuts. Councilwoman Wanner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Grassley. The motion was approved unanimously.

· Change for Street Project:  President Gagliardo asked for a motion to remove Liberty Avenue from the 2026 street project. Councilman Grassley made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Wanner. The motion was approved unanimously.

· Truck Parking in the Borough:  Following Council discussion, President Gagliardo requested a motion to authorize advertising a proposed amendment to the Borough's truck parking ordinance. Councilman Grassley made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Wanner. The motion was approved unanimously. 

· Extension of Burn Ban:  At the recommendation of the Fire Chief Hart and Mayor Hatzas, President Gagliardo requested a motion to extend the burn ban. Councilman Grassley made the motion, seconded by President Gagliardo. The motion was approved by a vote of 4–1. 

· Bid of USG for Flow Metering, Splitting Equally with Cumru Township:  President Gagliardo asked for a motion to approve the bid of Co-Stars vendor, USG, for monitoring of the flow meters. Councilman Grassley made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Wanner. The motion was approved unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
· Authorizing Code Inspections on Saturdays:  Following Council discussion, President Gagliardo asked for a motion to table this matter until next month’s meeting. Councilman Kreider made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Wanner. The motion was approved unanimously.

FINAL REMARKS AND REMINDERS
· Next Workshop Meeting – Tuesday June 30th, 2026, at 7:00 PM

· Next Council Meeting – Thursday July 2nd, 2026, at 7:00 PM.




ADJOURNMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk220579583]With no further business Council adjourned at 8:14 PM with a motion by Councilman Kreider, seconded by Councilman Avilla.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tara K. Mountford
Secretary/Treasurer
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