
KENHORST BOROUGH COUNCIL
AUGUST 7, 2025 MEETING MINUTES

President Roger Weidenheimer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and roll-call. Present: Mayor Nickolas Hatzas and Council members Anthony Avilla, Vincent Gagliardo, Kerry Grassley, Scott Stamm and Pete O’Brien. Absent: Jeffrey Smith
Also in attendance: Cindy Castner, Borough Manager, Michael J. Gombar, Jr., Esq., Solicitor, Dwayne Hart, Fire Chief/Public Works Superintendent, Jim McCarthy, McCarthy Engineering, and Lt. Contreras and Officer Ryan Smith, Reading Police Department.

Taking minutes was Tara Mountford, Secretary/Treasurer.
___________________

The following residents of the Borough and members of public were present: Patrick Kozak.


PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
· President Weidenheimer noted that an Executive Session was held after the July 1st workshop meeting to discuss contracts.

· Approval of Minutes: President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to accept the minutes from the July 1st workshop meeting and the July 3rd council meeting. Councilman Grassley made a motion to approve the minutes, with Councilman Gagliardo offering a second. Motion passed unanimously. 


BOROUGH REPORTS
· Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Hatzas reported the total of the fines collected in July was $268.82. Mayor Hatzas also mentioned that he witnessed a near head-on accident on the 1000 block of New Holland Road recently and that the 1000 and 1100 block of New Holland Road is not wide enough to allow for parking on both sides of the road. He stated that this has been discussed many times over the past 10 years and remains a problem. Mayor Hatzas wants to make it known that the Borough has done its due diligence by bringing the issue to the State’s attention and that no action has been taken by the State to remedy the issue to date.

· Reading Police Department Report:  Lt. Contreras was unable to provide a report for the month of July due to absence. Lt. Contreras notified Council of a door-to-door scam, and Officer Smith provided a report regarding a theft incident. Councilman Grassley noted that the scam may be related to individuals attempting to exploit the Federal Government’s requirement for Water Authorities to identify pipe locations. He clarified that such communication is typically conducted by mail, and that Water Authority representatives do not go door-to-door. He recommended that this information be shared with the community. Ms. Castner asked Lt. Contreras to forward the relevant details to her so she could post them on the Borough’s Facebook page.

· Kenhorst VFD Report:  Chief Hart’s reported a total of 68 calls for the month of July and that the chicken barbecue made $3,106.96 in profit.





· Financial Report:   President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s and financial reports for July. Councilman Gagliardo made a motion with Councilman Grassley offering a second. Motion passed unanimously. 

· Codes & Emergency Services:  No report.

· Personnel:  No report. 

· Property & Buildings:  Councilman Avilla reported that the Borough is in talks with Bodden Construction regarding potential Council Room updates, and a cost estimate will be provided in the near future.

· Sanitation:  No report.

· Streets: Councilman Grassley reported that the Crowder Avenue project is scheduled to begin the week of August 11, and that all affected residents have been notified. The project is expected to be completed by Friday, August 15, barring any delays. He also reported that the State will begin work on the handicap ramps on New Holland Road.


MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
· Parks & Playground: Councilman Stamm reported that the pickleball and basketball courts will be power washed by the company that installed them within the next few weeks and that the pickleball court net will also be repaired.

· Sanitary Sewers & Stormwater:  Councilman Avilla reported additional issues at Woodcrest following the recent rain events. He noted that McCarthy Engineering recommended conducting a video inspection of the pipes to assess their condition. 

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS

· Solicitor’s Report: Solicitor Gombar stated that the major items that he worked on for the past month are on the Agenda.

· Engineer’s Report: Jim McCarthy stated that they had the pump manufacturer go out and look at the situation at the Pump Station and that they have the figures for the pumps and rails. He stated that the upgrade would cost roughly $350K without upgrading the electric service and generator, and roughly $500K if electric service and generator upgrading is required. They are also proposing to remove the muffin monster and replace it with chopper pumps. Mr. McCarthy went on to explain that Pump #1’s discharge pipe is not sealing properly and requires a new elbow. As a precaution, they are also obtaining pricing to replace the elbow on Pump #2, which was manufactured at the same time. Mr. McCarthy expects to have cost figures by next month. President Weidenheimer noted that grant funding is available for these upgrades and repairs and emphasized the importance of acting now, given the lengthy grant application process.

· Borough Manager’s Report: Ms. Castner reported on the most common complaints currently being received in the Borough. These include:

· High grass and weeds
· Abandoned vehicles
· Renter-related concerns
· Neighbor-to-neighbor disputes
· Noise complaints



Ms. Castner stated that she has reached out to Alvernia University regarding the arrival of new students and that the Borough and the University will remain in close communication with regards to the associated parking situation. Ms. Castner has also requested that the police prioritize parking enforcement once the term begins on August 17th. 

OLD/UNFINISHED BUSINESS
· Wingate Terrace Extension: President Weidenheimer opened discussion on the Wingate Terrace 90-day extension request. Following deliberation by the Council, it was agreed that the matter would be revisited at the September 2nd workshop meeting, with representatives from Wingate Terrace asked to attend. A vote on the request is scheduled to take place during the September 4th Council meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS

· Rail Service:  Ms. Castner reported that the Borough was contacted by a lobbying group seeking support for passenger rail service discussions in the region. The group submitted a letter requesting support for the project. After Council discussion, President Weidenheimer called for a motion to approve the letter of support; however, no motion was made.

· Change in Insurance Brokers:  President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to change from the Borough’s health insurance broker, Power Kunkle to Tompkins Financial. Councilman Gagliardo made a motion with Councilman Grassley offering a second. Motion passed unanimously. 

· Salary Increases for Mayor & Council President:  President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to approve an update to the Borough ordinance to reflect a salary increase for the Mayor and Council President. Councilman Grassley made a motion with Councilman Gagliardo offering a second. Council votes were 3 yeas to 3 nays. Mayor Hatzas voted yea, breaking the tie. Motion passed. Solicitor Gombar clarified that this motion was to authorize the preparation of the ordinance for advertisement and that official action will take place at the September 4th Council meeting.

· Salary Increases for Council:  President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to authorize the preparation of the ordinance for advertisement to reflect a salary increase for Council. Councilman Grassley made a motion with Councilman Gagliardo offering a second. Council votes were 3 yeas to 3 nays. Mayor Hatzas voted yea, breaking the tie. Motion passed.

· Salary Increase for Tax Collector: President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to authorize the preparation of the ordinance for advertisement to reflect a salary increase for the Tax Collector. Councilman Grassley made a motion with Councilman Gagliardo offering a second. Council votes were 5 yeas to 1 nay. Motion passed.

· Tax Collector Compensation: President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to authorize the preparation of the ordinance/resolution for advertisement to reflect a change in compensation for the Tax Collector. Councilman Grassley made a motion with Councilman Gagliardo offering a second. Council votes were Motion passed unanimously.

· Property Maintenance Inspector: President Weidenheimer asked for a motion to approve to advertise for a part-time Property Maintenance Inspector. Councilman Gagliardo made a motion with Councilman Grassley offering a second. Motion passed unanimously. 


FINAL REMARKS AND REMINDERS
· Next Workshop Meeting – Tuesday September 2nd, 2025 at 7:00 PM

· Next Council Meeting – Thursday September 4th, 2025 at 7:00 PM

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business Council adjourned at 7:54 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Tara K. Mountford
Secretary/Treasurer
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