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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that
the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to
the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our
individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

PRELUDE It is Well With My Soul
by Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Arr. Yu-Shan Tsai, ASCAP

THE GATHERING

WELCOME
OPENING SONG Come Now is the Time to Worship
by Brian Doerksen
CHORUS
VERSE 1

One day every time tongue will confess you are God
One day every knee will bow
Still the greatest treasure remains for those

Who gladly chose you now.
CHORUS

CHORUS Come, now is the time to worship
Come, now is the time to give your heart
VERSE 2 Come, just as you are to worship

Willingly we choose to surrender our lives Come just as you are before your God, Come

Willingly our knees will bow
With all our heart soul mind and strength
We gladly choose You now

CHORUS



ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity,# one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen.

A: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence For Reflection

A: Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore
us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

A: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love.

C: Amen.

THE PEACE

We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’'s peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be
with you” or similar words.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.

Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




THE WORD

THIS IS THE DAY

This is the day (2x)

that the Lord Has made! (2x)

We will rejoice (2x)

and be glad in it! (2x)

This is the day that the Lord Has made!
We will rejoice and be glad in it!

This is the day (2x)

that the Lord has made!

CHILDREN'S SERMON
A READING FROM ISAIAH 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s
deliverance will come soon and will never end.

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were
hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug.

Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed
him and made him many.

For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of
song.

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice
for a light to the peoples.

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.

Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the
earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be
forrever, and my deliverance will never be ended.




A RESPONSIVE READING ROMANS 12:1-8

In response to God'’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and
viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit's renewing work. God’s
grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the
body of Christ.

[ appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God'’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate,
in cheerfulness.

L: This is the word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia (ELW Setting IV)
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THE GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 16:13-20
(Congregation standing)

L: The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew, beginning in the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the
living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or
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one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. [ will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS & A MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596)
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
creation.

Each petition shall conclude with:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

the Prayers conclude:

A: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

THE MEAL
THE OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING Be Thou My Vision and Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing



THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray together.

C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

©

Lift up your hearts!

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise!



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table.
All means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the
side aisles. Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may
dip the bread. Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for
you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen.

Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of
open communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing.

Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with an usher if you
know of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them.
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COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION BLESSING

Rock of Ages
(Slides only)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God's grace until life

everlasting.
C: Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P:

THE SENDING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son #, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

SENDING SONG

We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSED & SENT TO SERVE

A: This little light of mine...

C: I'm gonna let it shine!

A: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God! On this foundational statement of faith, Jesus builds
the church. Jesus is working through us, his church, to break down the gates of hate and oppression,
division and strife, to help build a world that is more compassionate and just. We continue to do this
work alongside our Lord until. ..

C: Everyone knows that God loves them!

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on your way out for
those that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards of our environment and

resources.

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing. We also utilize images from our services and
activities on our website. If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an email to

communications@epiphanysuwanee.org.
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	August 23, 2026
	THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
	PRELUDE
	It is Well With My Soul
	by Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
	Arr. Yu-Shan Tsai, ASCAP


	THE GATHERING
	WELCOME
	OPENING SONG
	Come Now is the Time to Worship  by Brian Doerksen
	CHORUS
	VERSE 1 One day every time tongue will confess you are God One day every knee will bow Still the greatest treasure remains for those Who gladly chose you now.

	CHORUS
	VERSE 2 Willingly we choose to surrender our lives Willingly our knees will bow With all our heart soul mind and strength We gladly choose You now

	CHORUS
	CHORUS Come, now is the time to worship Come, now is the time to give your heart Come, just as you are to worship Come just as you are before your God, Come



	ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
	A:   Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
	C:   Amen.
	A:   Let us confess our sin to God.
	A:   Compassionate God,
	C:   we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
	your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore
	us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
	A:   Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
	In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
	C:   Amen.

	THE PEACE
	P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	C:   And also with you.

	GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
	P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	C:   And also with you.
	P:    Let us pray.
	C:   O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life.
	Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
	minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

	THE WORD
	THIS IS THE DAY
	This is the day (2x)  that the Lord Has made! (2x)  We will rejoice (2x)  and be glad in it! (2x) This is the day that the Lord Has made!  We will rejoice and be glad in it!  This is the day (2x)  that the Lord has made!

	CHILDREN’S SERMON
	A READING FROM
	ISAIAH 51:1-6
	Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug.
	Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.
	For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.
	Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples.
	I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.
	Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be  forrever, and my deliverance will never be ended.


	A RESPONSIVE READING
	ROMANS 12:1-8
	In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.
	    I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
	  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
	L:   This is the word of the Lord
	C:   Thanks be to God

	GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
	Alleluia (ELW Setting IV)

	THE GOSPEL READING
	MATTHEW 16:13-20
	L:   The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew, beginning in the sixteenth chapter.
	C:  Glory to you , O Lord.
	At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

	Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or

	PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS & A MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
	HYMN OF THE DAY
	My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596)
	APOSTLES’ CREED
	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
	I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

	PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	A:   With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s
	creation.
	A:   Merciful God,
	C:  receive our prayer.
	A:   Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son,
	Jesus Christ our Lord.
	C:  Amen.


	THE MEAL
	THE OFFERING
	MUSICAL OFFERING
	Be Thou My Vision and Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing


	THE OFFERTORY
	Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)

	OFFERING PRAYER
	A:   Let us pray together.
	C:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
	and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
	this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

	THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
	P:    Lift up your hearts!
	C:   We lift them to the Lord.
	P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise!

	WORDS OF INSTITUTION
	LORD’S PRAYER
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
	thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
	and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
	and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

	HOLY COMMUNION
	LAMB OF GOD
	COMMUNION SONG
	Rock of Ages

	COMMUNION BLESSING
	P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace until life
	everlasting.
	C:  Amen.


	THE SENDING
	THE BENEDICTION
	P:    The Lord bless you and keep you.
	The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
	The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
	In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit.
	C:  Amen.

	SENDING SONG
	We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576)
	Sunday Worship Services  9:00 am & 11:00 am (in-person and online)
	Ministers: The People of God  Pastor: Chris Hermansen  Minister of Youth: Kris Perkola  Director of Worship and Music: Heather Hart, DMus  Worship Production: Steve Belfield  Church Administrator: Bonnie Bradberry


	FINANCIAL GIVING OPTIONS
	TEXT EPIPHANYGA TO 73256
	USE YOUR BANK'S ONLINE BILL PAY FEATURE TO SET UP RECURRING GIVING
	MAIL A CHECK TO EPIPHANY
	DROP IT IN THE OFFERING PLATE ON SUNDAY
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