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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do
with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is
the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and

Arabesque No. 1
Claude Debussy

reconciliation.
PRELUDE
THE GATHERING
WELCOME
OPENING SONG All Creatures Worship God Most High (ELW 835)
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ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity,® one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
C: Amen.

A: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith. Let us confess our sin to God.

A:
C:

A:

C:

Silence For Reflection
Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
hove to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through # Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

THE PEACE

We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ's peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be
with you” or similar words.

P:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P
C:
P
C

. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
THE WORD
THIS IS THE DAY

This is the day (2x)

that the Lord Has made! (2x)

We will rejoice (2x)

and be glad in it! (2x)

This is the day that the Lord Has made!
We will rejoice and be glad in it!

This is the day (2x)

that the Lord has made!
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CHILDREN'S SERMON

A READING FROM EZEKIEL 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God'’s warnings to the people.
Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack
unnecessary.

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth,
you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I
will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them: As I live, says the Lord
God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

A RESONSIVE READING PSALM 119:33-40
| desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35)

L: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.

C: Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my
heart.

L: Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.

C: Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.

L: Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.

C: Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you.

L: Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.

C: Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.

A SECOND READING FROM ROMANS 13:8-10

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put
on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia (ELW Setting IV)
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THE GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 18:15-20

(Congregation standing)

L: The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew, beginning in the eighteenth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring
relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to his disciples] “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the
two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again,
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS & A MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY

N

God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603)
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APOSTLES" CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
A: Reminded of God's gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.

Each petition shall conclude with:

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

the Prayers conclude:

A: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

MISSION MOMENT: ILAG DELEGATION VISIT

THE MEAL

THE OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING Take My Life and Let it Be
Peter Hilliard



THE OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray together.

C: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts!

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise!



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table.
All means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the
side aisles. Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may
dip the bread. Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for
you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen.

Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of
open communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing.

Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with an usher if you
know of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION SONG For the Bread Which You Have Broken (ELW 494)

COMMUNION BLESSING

(Slides only)

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace until life

everlasting.
C: Amen.

THE SENDING

THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son #, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSED & SENT TO SERVE

A: This little light of mine...

C: I'm gonna let it shine!

A: Too often we seem to simplify what it means to follow Jesus, as if following Jesus makes our lives easier.
When Jesus called the first 12, it was anything but the promise of an easier life. There are many aspects
of the Christian life that are challenging, forgiving is one of those things. It is tough but it makes the
world a better place. May we do what we can to reflect Jesus in all that we say and do. We do this so
that...

C: Everyone knows that God loves them!

>

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on your way out for
those that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards of our environment and

resources.

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing. We also utilize images from our services and
activities on our website. If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an email to

communications@epiphanysuwanee.org.
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	September 6, 2026
	FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
	PRELUDE
	Arabesque No. 1
	Claude Debussy


	THE GATHERING
	WELCOME
	OPENING SONG
	All Creatures Worship God Most High (ELW 835)

	ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
	A:   Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
	C:   Amen.
	A:   Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith. Let us confess our sin to God.
	A:   Compassionate God,
	C:   we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
	hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
	Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
	hove to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
	another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.
	A:   Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation,
	but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
	C:   Amen.

	THE PEACE
	P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.
	C:   And also with you.

	GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
	P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
	C:   And also with you.
	P:    Let us pray.
	C:   O God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
	help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
	toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
	Amen.


	THE WORD
	THIS IS THE DAY
	This is the day (2x)
	that the Lord Has made! (2x)
	We will rejoice (2x)
	and be glad in it! (2x)
	This is the day that the Lord Has made!
	We will rejoice and be glad in it!
	This is the day (2x)
	that the Lord has made!


	CHILDREN’S SERMON
	A READING FROM
	EZEKIEL 33:7-11
	So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
	  Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

	A RESONSIVE READING
	PSALM 119:33-40
	L: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.
	C: Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart.
	L: Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
	C:  Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.
	L: Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.
	C: Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you.
	L: Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
	C: Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.

	A SECOND READING FROM
	ROMANS 13:8-10
	Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
	L: This is the word of the Lord.
	C: Thanks be to God.

	GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
	Alleluia (ELW Setting IV)

	THE GOSPEL READING
	MATTHEW 18:15-20
	(Congregation standing)
	L:   The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew, beginning in the eighteenth chapter.
	C:  Glory to you , O Lord.
	L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
	C: Praise to you, O Christ.
	Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.


	PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS & A MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION
	HYMN OF THE DAY
	APOSTLES’ CREED
	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
	I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

	PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	A:   Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
	A:   Hear us, O God.
	C:   Your mercy is great.
	A:  Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we
	need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
	C:  Amen.

	MISSION MOMENT: ILAG DELEGATION VISIT

	THE MEAL
	THE OFFERING
	MUSICAL OFFERING
	Take My Life and Let it Be
	Peter Hilliard


	THE OFFERTORY
	Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)

	OFFERING PRAYER
	A:   Let us pray together.
	C:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
	are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and
	our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

	THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
	P:    Lift up your hearts!
	C:   We lift them to the Lord.
	P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise!

	WORDS OF INSTITUTION
	LORD’S PRAYER
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
	thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
	and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
	and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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