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NOVEMBER 23, 2025 
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REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY 

WELCOME 

THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                   

THE PEACE 

 We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be 
with you” or similar words. 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
 forever. 
C:   Amen. 
A: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

                                                                                                                              Silence For Reflection 

A: Faithful God, 

C:   you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We 
 are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of 
 your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We  
 reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.  
 Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, 

 and bring us to new life. Amen. 
A: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are  
 forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
C: Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                             All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
  Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

L: For the peace from above, and for our 
  salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the 
 well-being of the church of God, and for the
 unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
 Lord. 

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer 
 here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
 the Lord. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray together, 
C: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing 
 is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
 live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

THE WORD 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
 for the Bible tells me so; 
 little ones to him belong, 

 they are weak, but he is strong. 
Refrain  

2 Jesus loves me! he who died
 heaven's gates to open wide;
 he will wash away my sin, 

 let his little child come in.  
Refrain 

Refrain 
 Yes, Jesus loves me,
 yes, Jesus loves me,

 yes, Jesus loves me,
 the Bible tells me so. 

Jesus Loves Me 



6 

A RESPONSIVE READING FROM       PSALM 46 
 

  In I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10)  
 

L:   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C:   Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the  
  mountains shake in the depths of the sea;  
L:   though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
C:   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation 
  of the Most High. 
L:   God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.  
C:   The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts 
  away. 
L:   The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
C:   Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought 
  upon the earth; 
L:   behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters 
  the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
C:   “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; 
  I will be exalted in the earth.” 
L:   The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

L:  This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

A READING FROM             JEREMIAH 23:1-6 
 

  Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers have 
caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a 
restored Judah.  
 

 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself 
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any 
be missing, says the Lord. 
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  
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MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION ON THE GOOD NEWS                                   

THE GOSPEL READING               LUKE 23:33-43 
              (Congregation standing) 
 

L:  The Holy Gospel of St. Luke, beginning in the twenty-third chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 
people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, com-
ing up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been con-
demned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done noth-
ing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” He re-
plied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ.  

PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS                              

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                         
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was     
 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he 
  rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting.  Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                           Strange King (DATH 61) 
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STEWARDSHIP MISSION MOMEMNT                  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 
 in need.   
 

Each petition shall conclude with: 
 

A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

The Prayers conclude: 
 

A:  We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
  love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C:   Amen. 

THE MEAL 

THE OFFERING                                                   

MUSICAL OFFERING                   

THE OFFERTORY                                   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray, 
C:  God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill 

  them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 
  Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed  
  body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table. All 
means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles. 
Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the 
bread. Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you. The 
blood of Christ, shed  for you. The communicant may say: Amen. 
 Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of open 
communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing. 
 Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with  an usher if you 
know of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace 
 until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 

THE SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

COMMUNION MUSIC                            For the Bread Which You Have Broken  
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SENDING SONG                                                                      Lift High The Cross 
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POSTLUDE                                                                                       

DISMISSAL 

A:   Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  

BLESSED AND SENT TO SERVE 
 

A: This little light of mine… 
C: I’m gonna let it shine! 
A: Jesus Christ is our king who reigns in our lives. The world may try to convince us to set 
 our hearts on earthly powers, but we know that no one loves and cares for us like Jesus. 
 We set our hearts on him, trusting in Jesus’ promises to us as we act as his hands and feet 

 in the world. We will continue to proclaim all Jesus has done and continues to be for us 
 until…   
C:  Everyone knows that God loves them! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on 
your way out for those that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards 
of our environment and resources.  

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing.  We also utilize images from our services and  
activities on our website.  If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an 
email to communications@epiphanysuwanee.org. 
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Ministers: The People of God 
Pastor: Chris Hermansen 

Minister of Youth: Kris Perkola 

Director of Worship and Music:  
Worship Production: Steve Belfield 

Worship Accompanist: Anna Keiserman, Ph. D. 

1350 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  Suwanee, GA 30024 
(770) 831-1966 ~ info@epiphanysuwanee.org 

www.epiphanysuwanee.org   

Sunday Worship Services 
9:00 am & 11:00 am (in-person and online) 

 Text EPIPHANYGA to 73256 

 Use your bank's online bill pay feature to set     
up recurring giving  

 Mail a check to Epiphany 

 Drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 

For the Bread Which You Have Broken 
Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855–1930, alt. 
Music: Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, Nürnberg, 1631;  
arr. William Smith Rockstro, 1823–1895  
Text © 1925 Robert Jeffreys Jr., admin. Augsburg Fortress  
Music: Public Domain 

Financial Giving Options 

Copyrights 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
Setting Four Holy Communion Liturgy 
Copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
Published by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers  

Lift High The Cross 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 
1874-1956 
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947  
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
Arr. By Bruce Greer; The Instrumental Hymnal 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship,  
admin. Augsburg Fortress  

OneLicense A-701882  
CCLI License #2933416 

Strange King 
Text: Ray Makeever  
Music: Ray Makeever  
Copyright: Augsburg Fortress, OneLicense 

Jesus Loves Me  
© Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain  
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 

All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name  
Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4;  
Music: Oliver Holden, 1765-1844; Adp. by John Rippon; Arr. 
by Bruce Greer; The Instrumental Hymal © 1987 WORD 
MUSIC (a div. of WORD, INC.) 
Text: Public Domain 


