- J
s oAl 3
. - / > 5
& 0 4
"- k ‘ I’i | e
L \ 4

Vesl o,

QA Il

$

@ il \\ Wil
4% nlidl ) !
TR s ;

‘I
MATTHEW 25:21
. b,s & El
e

I ] ¥ |

November 15, 2026

EPIPHANY

LUTHERAN CHURCH



25TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled

with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the
parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world

filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the

good news of Christ’s coming among us.
PRELUDE

Piano Solo

THE GATHERING
WELCOME

OPENING SONG

Come Now Is The Time To Worship
by Brian Doerksen
CHORUS
Come, now is the time to worship
Come, now is the time to give your heart
Come, just as you are to worship
Come just as you are before your God, Come

VERSE 1
One day every time tongue will confess you are God
One day every knee will bow
Still the greatest treasure remains for those
Who gladly chose you now.

CHORUS

VERSE 2
Willingly we choose to surrender our lives
Willingly our knees will bow
With all our heart soul mind and strength
We gladly choose You now
Repeat Chorus

CHORUS



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose compassion never
slumbers.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence For Reflection

-

Holy God,

C: we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your invitation. We
prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. We trust the voice of our shame and
fear, which keeps us from entering fully into relationship with you and others. We
are not awake to the coming of your reign. Rouse us and rescue us, that we may
enter into your joy. Amen.

L: Inherit the riches of God’s grace. # Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy. You are

forgiven. Blessed are you.

C: Amen!

THE PEACE

We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ's peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be with you” or similar
words.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you
give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

THE WORD
JESUS LOVES ME

Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;

little ones to him belong.

they are weak, but he is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me (X3)
the Bible tells me so.

CHILDREN'S SERMON



A RESPONSIVE READING PSALM 90:1-8 [9-11] 12

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12)

L: Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.

C: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, from
age to age you are God.

L: You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.”

C: For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a watch
in the night;

L: you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass:

C: in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered.

L: For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath.

C: Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your
countenance.

L: When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

C: The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; yet the sum of
them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone.

L: Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation?

C: So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

A SECOND READING 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the
day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, brothers and sisters, are not in
darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we
are not of the night or of darkness. So, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and
be sober, for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

L: This is the word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia (ELW Setting X)
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THE GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who
await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.
(Congregation standing)
L: The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew, in the twenty fifth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
At once the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents. In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went
off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents,
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that
[ reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give
it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance, but
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” ””

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS & A MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord of Light (ELW 688)

Text by Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953; Music by Abbot's Leigh
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APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

A: United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

Each petition shall conclude with:

A:  God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

the Prayers conclude:

A: Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus, your

beloved.
C: Amen.

THE MEAL

THE OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING Prelude in C Major BWV 846
by J.S. Bach



THE OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

with your pres - ence,

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we
offer, and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

A:

C:

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P
C
P
C:
P
C

. The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the Lord.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: It is right to give our thanks and praise!
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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HOLY COMMUNION

We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table. All
means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles.
Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the bread.
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of
Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen.

Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of open
communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing.

Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with an usher if you know
of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them.
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COMMUNION SONG By Your Hand You Feed Your People

Text by Susan R. Briehl; Music by Marty Haugen
COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God'’s grace until life
everlasting.

C: Amen.

THE SENDING
THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son #, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

SENDING SONG Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ (ELW 674)

Text by Fred Kaan; Music: Jamaican folk tune, adapted by Doreen Potter
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BLESSED & SENT TO SERVE

A: This little light of mine...

C: I'm gonna let it shine!

A:  We have been created in God’s image, we have been filled with the Holy Spirit, and now we are sent out
to use our God-given talents to make a difference in God’'s world. May we never underestimate our call
from God and the impact we can make. Together we change the world. May we dedicate ourselves to
this holy work until...

C: Everyone knows that God loves them!

A: Go in peace. Encourage one another.
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on your way out for those
that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards of our environment and resources.

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing. We also utilize images from our services and
activities on our website. If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an email to
communications@epiphanysuwanee.org.
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