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REFORMATION SUNDAY 

WELCOME 

THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                      Amazing Grace 

                                                                          Arranged by Rich Heffler 
                             Violin Solo, Heather Hart 

THE PEACE 

 We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be 
with you” or similar words. 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.  
C:   Amen. 
A: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

                                                                                                                              Silence For Reflection 

A: Merciful and loving God, 
C:   we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 
 about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
 and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
 found. Amen. 
A: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
 sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are  
 forgiven!  
C: Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                                             A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a bulwark never failing; 
 our helper frees us from the flood 
 of mortal ills prevailing. 
 For still our ancient foe, 
 forsworn to work us woe, 
 with guile and dreadful might  
 is armed to wage the fight: 
 on earth there is no equal.      

2 If we in our own strength confide, 
 our striving turns to losing; 
 the righteous one fights by our side, 
 the one of God’s own choosing. 
 You ask who this may be: 
 Christ Jesus, it is he, 
 the Lord of hosts by name. 
 No other God we claim! 
 None else can win the battle. 

3 Though all the world with devils fill 
 and threaten to devour us, 
 we tremble not, we trust God’s will: 
 they cannot overpow’r us. 
 Though Satan rant and rage, 
 in fiercest war engage, 
 this tyrant’s doomed to fail; 
 God’s judgement must prevail! 
 One little word shall triumph. 

4 God’s Word shall stand above the pow’rs, 
shall end all their thanksgiving. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, 
for God with us is living. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
though all of these be gone, 
they yet have nothing won. 
The kingdom’s our forever! 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
  Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

Kyrie 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

L: For the peace from above, and for our 
  salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the 
 well-being of the church of God, and for the
 unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
 Lord. 

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer 
 here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
 the Lord. 



5 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray together, 
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
 church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
 steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 
 against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

THE WORD 

Jesus Loves the Little Children 

Verse 1 
Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world. 

Every color, every race, 
all are covered by His grace. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

Verse 2 
Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world. 

Stranger, friend, and neighbour too, 
He loves them as He loves you. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                         

A READING FROM         JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
 

  The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To 
know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only 
because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.  
 

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity 
and remember their sin no more.  

A READING FROM           ROMANS 3:19-28 
 

  Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make 
themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine 
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For 
no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by 
the Law and the Prophets, the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ  
Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. 
He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; it was to demonstrate at the present time his own right-
eousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 
 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? 
No, rather through the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law.  
 

L:  This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL READING                  JOHN 8:31-36 
              (Congregation standing) 
 

L:  The Holy Gospel of St. John, beginning in the eight chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They  
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  
 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ.  

PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS                              

SONG OF THE DAY                                     My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
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MISSION MOMEMNT  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all  
 creation.  
 

Each petition shall conclude with: 
 

A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

The Prayers conclude: 
 

A:   We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus 
  Christ our Lord.  
C:   Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was     
 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he 
  rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting.  Amen. 

THE MEAL 
THE OFFERING                                                   

MUSICAL OFFERING                          Sheep May Safely Graze 
                      Johann Sebastian Bach 
                    Arrg. for violin and piano by Len Rhodes 
                      Violin Solo, Heather Hart 

THE OFFERTORY                                   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  Let us pray, 
C:  Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.                  
 Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who 
 richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are 
 suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table. All 
means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles. 
Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the 
bread. Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you. The 
blood of Christ, shed  for you. The communicant may say: Amen. 
 Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of open 
communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing. 
 Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with  an usher if you 
know of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them. 
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COMMUNION MUSIC                     The Church of Christ in Every Age 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace 
 until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 
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THE SENDING 
THE BENEDICTION  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

SENDING SONG                                                                         Reformation Song 
                Words and Music by Tim Chester and Bob Kauflin 
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POSTLUDE                                                                                       

DISMISSAL 

A:   Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  

BLESSED AND SENT TO SERVE 
 

A: This little light of mine… 
C: I’m gonna let it shine! 
A: God now sends us out with a message the world is longing to hear. Too often we feel 
 trapped, we worry we aren’t good enough, we chase after things that dont make our lives 
 better. Today we celebrate the greatest gift the world has ever received; grace. May we 
 celebrate this gift, may we share it with others. May we remember that God extends this 
 grace to us because God loves us. We tell this story until…  
C:  Everyone knows that God loves them! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on 
your way out for those that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards 
of our environment and resources.  

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing.  We also utilize images from our services and  
activities on our website.  If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an 
email to communications@epiphanysuwanee.org. 
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Ministers: The People of God 
Pastor: Chris Hermansen 

Minister of Youth: Kris Perkola 
Director of Worship and Music:  

Worship Production: Steve Belfield 
Worship Accompanist: Anna Keiserman, Ph. D. 

1350 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  Suwanee, GA 30024 
(770) 831-1966 ~ info@epiphanysuwanee.org 

www.epiphanysuwanee.org   

Sunday Worship Services 
9:00 am & 11:00 am (in-person and online) 

 

 Text EPIPHANYGA to 73256 

 Use your bank's online bill pay feature to set     
up recurring giving  

 Mail a check to Epiphany 

 Drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 

The Church of Christ in Every Age 
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company,  
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
MUSIC: Public Domain 

Financial Giving Options 

Copyrights 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
Setting Four Holy Communion Liturgy 
Copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Published by Augsburg Fortress, Publishers  

Reformation Song 
© Sovereign Grace Praise 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License. CCLI Song # 7088632 

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship,  
admin. Augsburg Fortress  

OneLicense A-701882  
CCLI License #2933416 

Sheep May Safely Graze 
Copyright © 2018 Len Rhodes Music Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.  
www.lenrhodesmusic.com 

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
MUSIC: Arranged by Bruce Greer © 1987 WORD MUSIC (a 
div. of WORD, INC.)  All rights reserved.  
TEXT: Public Domain 

Jesus Love the Little Children 
© Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain  

Amazing Grace                                   
© 2011 by Richard t. Heffler, Jr. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

A Mighty Fortress 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; 
tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890, alt. 
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
MUSIC: Last stanza setting orch. by Bruce Greer and Richard 
Kingsmore Choral ending by Bruce Greer 
Arr. © Copyright 1997 by Integrity's Hosanna! Music and Word 
Music (a div. of WORD MUSIC). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 


