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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

WELCOME 

THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                   From Every Stormy Wind That Blows 
                                                                     Tune “Retreat” by Thomas Hastings, 1842  
                                 Arr by Evelyn R. Larter, ASCAP 

 Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face 
a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we 
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread 
and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.  

OPENING SONG                                           10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 
                                                                                                     by Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman 

CHORUS 
 

VERSE 1 
The sun comes up It's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass And whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing When the evening comes 
 

CHORUS 
 

VERSE 2 
You're rich in love And You're slow to anger 
Your name is great And Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons For my heart to find 
 

CHORUS / INSTRUMENTAL 
 

VERSE 3 
And on that day When my strength is failing 
The end draws near And my time has come 
Still my soul will Sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years And then forevermore 
 

CHORUS / END 

CHORUS 
Bless the Lord O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 
 

END 
Yes, I will worship Your Holy name. 
Lord, I worship Your holy name. 
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ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                  
A: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  
C:   Amen. 
A: Let us confess our sin to God.  
 

                                                                                                                              Silence For Reflection 

A: Compassionate God,  
C:   we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free  
 ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
 burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
 Amen.  
A: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
 give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are  
 forgiven. Rest in God’s love.   
C: Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 

We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be with 
you” or similar words. 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
 Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. 
C: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be  
 afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters 
 from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 and Lord. Amen. 
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THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

A READING FROM                 1 KINGS 19:9-18 
 

 On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—
Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand 
Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.  
 

 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
   Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have  
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 

  He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks 
in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not 
in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice 
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous 
for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my 
life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint 
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand 
in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  

This Is The Day 

This is the day (2x) 
that the Lord Has made! (2x) 
We will rejoice (2x) 
and be glad in it! (2x) 

This is the day that the Lord Has made! 
We will rejoice and be glad in it! 
This is the day (2x) 
that the Lord has made! 
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A RESPONSIVE READING        PSALM 85:8-13 
 

  I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)  
 

L:   I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people  
  and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
C:  Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may 
  dwell in our land. 
L:  Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each 
  other. 
C:  Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look  
  down from heaven. 
L:  The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 
C:  Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 

L:  This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                  Alleluia (ELW Setting IV)                    

THE GOSPEL READING             MATTHEW 14:22-33 
               (Congregation standing) 
 

L:  The Holy Gospel of St. Matthew, beginning in the fourteenth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

   [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And 
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He 
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he  
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PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS AND MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION                     

cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
  

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ.  

HYMN OF THE DAY                                   Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                      
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he 
  rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting.  Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
 all of God’s creation.  

Each petition shall conclude with: 
 

A:  Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

The Prayers conclude: 
 

A:   Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the  
  name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C:  Amen. 

MUSICAL OFFERING                              I Will Arise and Go to Jesus
                                  by Joseph Hart (1759) 
                      Arr. Carol Troutman Wiggins [ASCAP] 

THE MEAL 

THE OFFERING                                                   
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray together.  
C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
 in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your  
 abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with 
 us now and forever. Amen.  

P:   Lift up your hearts! 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

THE OFFERTORY                                     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 



9 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LAMB OF GOD 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table. All 
means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles. 
Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the 
bread. Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you. The 
blood of Christ, shed  for you. The communicant may say: Amen. 
 Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of open 
communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing. 
 Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with  an usher if you 
know of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them. 
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THE SENDING 
THE BENEDICTION  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace 
 until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG                Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 
                          (Slides only) 

SENDING SONG          What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (ELW 774) 
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 If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on 
your way out for those that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards 
of our environment and resources.  

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing.  We also utilize images from our services and  
activities on our website.  If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an 
email to communications@epiphanysuwanee.org. 

POSTLUDE 

BLESSED AND SENT TO SERVE  
 

A: This little light of mine...  
C: I’m gonna let it shine!  
A:  A world without “storms” would be an amazing thing, but we know that isn’t the case. It’s 
  not “if” the storms will rage but when. Thankfully we have a God who will never abandon 
  us no matter how strong the storm. God may even send us to stand with someone when 
  they are enduring difficult times. May we always say “yes” to this invitation. We say yes so 
  that…  
C:   Everyone knows that God loves them! 
A:   Heaven has come near. Go, share the  good news!  
C:  Thanks be to God! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Ministers: The People of God 
Pastor: Chris Hermansen 

Minister of Youth: Kris Perkola 
Director of Worship and Music: Heather Hart, DMus 

Worship Production: Steve Belfield 
Church Administrator: Bonnie Bradberry 

1350 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  Suwanee, GA 30024 
(770) 831-1966 ~ info@epiphanysuwanee.org 

www.epiphanysuwanee.org   

Sunday Worship Services 
9:00 am & 11:00 am (in-person and online) 

 

 Text EPIPHANYGA to 73256 

 Use your bank's online bill pay feature to set     
up recurring giving  

 Mail a check to Epiphany 

 Drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 

Financial Giving Options 
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