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GOOD FRIDAY 
Even the name of the day seems off, Good Friday. What is good about this day? A day when an innocent 
man is killed.  A day when an innocent man was betrayed by a follower and abandoned by his friends. A 
day when we nail to a tree the very source of life. What is good about today?   

As morbid as it seems to celebrate this day, can we fully appreciate the victory of Easter without exposing 
ourselves to the darkness of this day, a darkness that we are all a part of? This service is anything but fun. 
This service is filled with guilt, judgment and darkness, but the light shines in the darkness and the  
darkness will never overcome the light. This divine, perfect light shines into our darkness. 

Throughout this service we hear the final words of Jesus and the words of those who would stop at nothing 
to make sure that he did not live to see another day.  As the story unfolds candles are extinguished,  
reminding us of the darkness that overshadowed the sun that day. As the final candle is extinguished we 
remember the anguish of Christ's death, and the slamming of the Bible symbolizes the stone that was 
rolled in front of the tomb. This death seems so final. Is this the end? 

This year we are confronted with our own association to Jesus' death.  Long before he was betrayed, ar-
rested, and executed Jesus reminded the crowd that no one was perfect and that everyone had sinned.  In 
the iconic Sermon on the Mount, after the beatitudes, Jesus takes the law and expands it so that everyone 
is condemned by it. Jesus says its not just about murder but how we feel about others, how we treat them, 
and what we say about them that reveals our brokenness.  Maybe I haven't killed someone but I have  
certainly talked about them behind their back, thought horrible things about them, and insulted them. I 
am guilty.  Maybe I haven't been unfaithful but I have objectified people. I have seen people as things 
instead of as my family in Christ.  I am guilty.  Jesus doesn't do this in hopes of complete devastation, but 
that everyone would understand their need for forgiveness.  If there were those in the crowd who thought 
they were without sin, Jesus was talking to them. If there were those in the crowd who didn't think they 
needed to be forgiven, this was for them. And this is for us. We live in a world that labels one offense more 
serious than the other, but in God's eyes any and all brokenness needs forgiveness. So how does Jesus'  
sermon convict us? Maybe my actions haven't been as offensive as Judas, Pilate, and Caiaphas, but I am 
not without sin. I, too, am guilty.  

What is good about Good Friday? It is good for us because today we see how much God loves us. 
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MUSICAL OFFERING                                                                        See How He Dies!
                                                                                                                                                      Choir                                                      

THE GATHERING 
WELCOME 
 

     (Sanctuary Doors are Closed, Congregation Gathers In Front of Closed Doors.) 

P:  Welcome believers and faithful as we bare witness to the rite of Good Friday. 
A:  Life and death stand side by side as we enter Good Friday. In the Gospels, Jesus reveals 
 the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. 
P: Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the 
 ancient bidding prayer, as Christ's death offers life to all. We gather in the solemn 
 devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed 
 the tree of life. 

       (Congregation Enters the Sanctuary In Silence.) 

A RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP 

P:  All you who pass this way, 
C:  Look and see the shadow of sin. 
P:  All you who pass this way, 
C:  look and see the weight of the world. 
P:  All you who pass this way, 
C:  look and see the suffering of our Savior. 
P:  All you who pass this way, 
C:  look and see the sorrow of Jesus Christ. 
P:  Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. 

THE WORD 
SEQUENCE I 

JUDAS & THE SLAVE 

A READING FROM             LUKE 22:39-53 

  He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples  
followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not come into 
the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 
prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me, yet not my will but yours be 
done.” [[Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he 
prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 
ground.]] When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping  
because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may  
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PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C:  Dear God, Maybe I haven't betrayed you like Judas, but I have certainly  
  been found sleeping when I should have been acting.  I was found sleeping 
  when I wasn't caring for those who were hurting.  I was found sleeping  
  when I was more concerned about myself than others.  I was found sleeping 
  when I didn't act because I was a coward.  Please forgive me.  

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 not come into the time of trial.” 
  While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the 
twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it 
with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” When those who were around him saw 
what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” Then one of them 
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” 
And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the 
temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs as though I were a rebel? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not 
lay hands on me. But this is your hour and the power of darkness!”  

REFLECTION 

SEQUENCE II 
THE HIGH PRIESTS HOUSE & THE COUNCIL 

REFLECTION HYMN                                         It Happened on That Fateful Night 

A READING FROM             LUKE 22:54-62 

  Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house. But  
Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard  
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REFLECTION HYMN                                                                     Ah, Holy Jesus 

and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, 
stared at him and said, "This man also was with him." But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do 
not know him." A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of them." 
But Peter said, "Man, I am not!" Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, "Surely 
this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean." But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what 
you are talking about!" At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The 
Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said to him, "Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times." And he went out 
and wept bitterly. 

PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C: Dear God, I haven't been Judas, but I have been Peter.  Maybe I didn't deny 
 you directly, but I denied you when I didn't live out my faith.  I lingered at a 
 distance because of cowardice, and instead of boldly living out my faith, I did 
 so only when it was convenient for me, or when there was little-to-no risk. 
 Please forgive me.   

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

REFLECTION 
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SQUENCE III 
THE TRIALS AT THE COURT OF HEROD AND THE COURT OF PILATE 

A READING FROM             LUKE 23:1-11 

  Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse 
him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the 
emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." Then Pilate asked him, "Are you 
the king of the Jews?" He answered, "You say so." Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the 
crowds, "I find no basis for an accusation against this man." But they were insistent and said, 
"He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to 
this place." 
 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned 
that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in 
Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to 
see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform 
some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests 
and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him 
with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to  
Pilate.  

REFLECTIVE MUSIC                                                            “Largo” Second Movement 
                       from New World Symphony 
                  French Horn Solo, Peter Schlueter 

PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C: Dear God, I have allowed myself to get caught up in hate, and even worse I 
 have added to that hate.  I knew it was wrong, but I lacked the courage to 
 stand up for what was right.  I should have said that hate has no place here, 
 but I was silent.  Please forgive me.  

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

REFLECTION 

SEQUENCE IV 

THE PEOPLE CONDEM JESUS 

A READING FROM             LUKE 23:13-23 

  Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people and said to them, 
“You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people, and here I have examined him 
in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him.  



7 

Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I 
will therefore have him flogged and release him.” 
  Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!”  (This 
was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city and 
for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, but they kept shouting, 
“Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have 
found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then 
release him.” But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified, 
and their voices prevailed.  

PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C: Dear God, Maybe I haven't directly mocked you, but I have mocked you by 
 how I have treated others.  You say that we are all created in your image, and 
 that when I care for the least of these, I care for you.  I have not always done 
 that, and by my lack of care for others, I have mocked you and made a  
 mockery of my faith. Please forgive me.   

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

REFLECTION 

REFLECTION HYMN                                                        Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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SEQUENCE V 
FLOGGED, CROWNED AND HANDED OVER 

A READING FROM              JOHN 19:1-15 

  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 
put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, 
“Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” So Jesus 
came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the 
man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” 
The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he 
has claimed to be the Son of God.” 
  Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters 
again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore 
said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you 
and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it 
had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a 
greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release 
this man, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against 
Caesar.” 
  When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a 
place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation 
for the Passover, and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” They cried 
out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your 
King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”  

PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C: Dear God, I struggle to see Jesus as my king.  We are enamored with power 
 and wealth, and Jesus desires neither of these.  I know Jesus is the king that I 
 need, but I struggle to put aside my worldly desires and adopt your eternal 
 gifts.  Please forgive me.  

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

REFLECTION 
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REFLECTION HYMN                                 O Come and Mourn with Me Awhile 

SEQUENCE VI 
CRUICIFIED 

A READING FROM              LUKE 23:33-34a 

  When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.”] And they cast lots to divide his clothing.  

A READING FROM              JOHN 19:19-27 

  Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the 
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man 
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said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” When 
the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for 
each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it but cast lots for it to see who will get 
it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 
 “They divided my clothes among themselves, 
  and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
And that is what the soldiers did. 
  Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said 
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home.  

PRAYER 
 

P: We pray together. 
C: Dear God, I have not always followed the example of your son.  Where he 
 would go out of his way to connect with and care for those who had been 
 outcasts, I have been precise and calculated about my relationships.  I have 
 surrounded myself with those who would improve my image, or with others 
 who would add to my personal gain.  In doing so, I have also rejected those 
 who the world would rather avoid.  Please forgive me.    

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

REFLECTION 

REFLECTION HYMN                                                                       Were You There 
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CLOSING OF THE TOMB                              

SEQUENCE VII 
FINAL BREATH 

A READING FROM              MARK 15:33-37 

  When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they 
said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it 
on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 
take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  

REFLECTIVE MUSIC                                                      O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
                                     Music by Hans Leo Hassler / Arranged by John Purifoy 
                                      Piano Solo, Bill Nunez 

LORD’S PRAYER  (WHISPERED) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

RESSESSION OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

(PLEASE DEPART IN SILENCE)                                                       
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