
1 

MARCH 15, 2026 

 



2 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

WELCOME 

THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                            

ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
 forever. 
C:   Amen. 
A: Let us confess our sins to God and one another.  
 

                                                                                                                              Silence For Reflection 

A: Gracious God,  
C:   we confess to you, most loving God, the sins that both bind and scatter  
 us. We have knowingly believed dishonest words. We have questioned your 
 gracious power again and again. We have given into temptation. We have 
 acted out of fear, placing blame on others yet holding ourselves apart. In our 
 disbelief and confusion we have hurt our neighbors and ourselves. Gather us 
 back to you. Forgive us, free us, and make us whole for the sake of your son 
 Jesus Christ. Amen. 
A: Friends, beloved of God, Jesus came not to condemn the world but that all might be saved 
 through him. In the name of  ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. May God unbind your guilt 
 and shame, lead you by the Spirit, and bring you to wholeness in abundant life.  
C: Amen. 

 The man born blind enters the story marked not only by his lack of sight but by the assumptions others have made about 
him. His neighbors, his religious leaders, even Jesus’ own disciples try to explain his life through the lens of sin, blame, and 
divine punishment. When Jesus restores his sight, the miracle is not just a physical one—it is an act of reweaving him into the 
fabric of community. But the healing does something more: it exposes the blindness of the community itself. They are unable—
or unwilling—to see him without the labels that once defined him. The story insists that wholeness is not complete when only 
one person is restored; the community must also be healed. Their sight, too, must be unbound. They must learn to see him—
not as the one who lacked, but as the one who now witnesses God's wide mercy. 
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THE PEACE 

 We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. You may greet one another and say “peace be 
with you” or similar words. 
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 

GREETING  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
  Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

OPENING SONG                     Build Your Kingdom Here 
                                                                 by Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson & William Herron 

Verse 1 
Come set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
We are Your church 
We need Your pow'r in us 

Verse 2  
We seek Your kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captives' hearts released 
The hurt the sick the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause 
We are Your church 
We pray revive this earth 

Instrumental / Chorus / Instrumental 

Chorus 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here we pray 

Verse 3 
Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
We are Your church 
We are the hope on earth 
 

Instrumental / Chorus / Instrumental / 
Chorus 
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THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

The B-I-B-L-E 

Verse 1 
The B-I-B-L-E, 
Yes that’s the book for me; 
I stand alone on the Word of God, 
The B-I-B-L-E.  

Verse 2 
The B-I-B-L-E, 
I take along with me 
I read and pray and then obey 
The B-I-B-L-E.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Let us pray together. 
C:  God of the overlooked, we long for you to notice us and find us, speak with 
  us and heal us. When we are bound by fear or blame, grant us the wholeness 
  to believe and accept one another. Lead us from assigning sin and fault, to 
  asking where we each have seen God. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.  

KYRIE 

A RESPONSIVE READING                   PSALM 23 
 

  You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)  
 

L:   The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
C:   The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still  
  waters. 
L:   You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
C:   Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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A READING FROM                  EPHESIANS 5:8-14 
 

 Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, 
so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.   
 

   Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 
For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, but everything exposed by 
the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

L:  This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                 

THE GOSPEL READING                  JOHN 9:1-41 
             (Congregation standing) 
 

L:  The Holy Gospel of St. John, beginning in the ninth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this 
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 
We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one 
can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,  
saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a  
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is 
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they  

L:   You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
  oil, and my cup is running over. 
C:   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
  dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
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kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe 
the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they 
were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is 
our son and that he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 
said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is 
a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What 
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that 
those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the  
Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your sin remains.”  
  

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you O Christ.  

PREACHING OF THE GOOD NEWS                              
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HYMN OF THE DAY                          God, We Gather As Your People 
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NICENE CREED 
  

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world  
 and its needs.  
Each petition shall conclude with: 
 

A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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The Prayers conclude: 
 

A:   Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.  
C:   Amen. 

THE MEAL 
THE OFFERING                                                   

THE OFFERTORY                                                        Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  

OFFERING MUSIC                                                            
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OFFERING PRAYER 

A: God of majesty.  
C: You meet us at this table with Christ’s body and blood that we might rejoice 
  together in the bread you provide and never be thirsty again. Let us enter  
  into the world as signs of your unbound presence, seeking the wholeness of 
  the kingdom of God, and inviting all who hunger to come and see    
  your glory. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

P:   Lift up your hearts! 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table. All 
means ALL. Please come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles. 
Communion is by intinction. We offer a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the 
bread. Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you. The 
blood of Christ, shed  for you. The communicant may say: Amen. 
 Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing. Parents who have questions about the practice of open 
communion may instruct their children to receive just a blessing. 
 Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with  an usher if you 
know of someone who would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION SONG                                           Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612)        

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace 
 until life everlasting. 
C: Amen. 
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THE SENDING 
THE BENEDICTION  

P: May God who seeks you by night and by day, in death and in life, open your senses to the 
 mystery of God’s grace, enfold you through water and Spirit in Christ’s love, and give you 
 confidence in the Spirit’s power to unbind and grant new life. May the Holy Trinity, ☩ 
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Mother of us all, bless you now and forever.  
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                                           All the People Said Amen 

                 Matt Maher | Trevor Morgan | Paul Moak 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSED AND SENT TO SERVE 
 

A: This little light of mine… 
C: I’m gonna let it shine! 
A: We love stories, but do we believe that we have a story to tell? Like the man in today’s 
 gospel, God has done things in our lives that are worth celebrating. May we take the time 
 to reflect on all that God has done for us and may that reflection lead us to share our story 
 of God at work in our lives. The world is longing to hear your story. We share these  
 stories so that…  
C:   Everyone knows that God loves them! 
A:   Go in peace forgiven, whole and free. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE                                                                                       

 If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on 
your way out for those that are worshipping at 11:00 am if you did not make notes. We wish to be good stewards 
of our environment and resources.  

** Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing.  We also utilize images from our services and  
activities on our website.  If you do not want images of you or your family on our website, please inform us via an 
email to communications@epiphanysuwanee.org. 
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Sundays & Holy Week 

Lent 4 (March 15) - Longing for Community - John 9:1-41 
Lent 5 (March 22) - Longing for Authenticity - John 11:1-45 
Palm Sunday (March 29) - Longing for Courage - Matthew 21:1-11 
Maundy Thursday (April 2) - Longing for Intimacy - John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Good Friday (April 3) - Longing for Solidarity - John 18:1-19:42 
Easter Sunday (April 5) - Longing for New Life - John 20:1-18 

 

   What if the opposite of being bound is being whole? Our world is filled with 
things that hold us captive. These things that bind us prevent us from living the whole,  
abundant life that God has promised us. Through the stories of regular people encountering 
Jesus, and being drawn to the wholeness that Jesus provides, we can learn about our own 
longings and be drawn into wholeness. 

Midweek Café Church Series 

Week 4: March 18 - Bound by Family - Genesis 41 and 42 
Week 5: March 25 - Bound by Guilt - Genesis 50:15-21 
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Ministers: The People of God 
Pastor: Chris Hermansen 

Minister of Youth: Kris Perkola 
Director of Worship and Music: Steve Belfield, Interim 

Worship Production: Steve Belfield 
Worship Accompanist: Anna Keiserman, Ph. D. 

Church Administrator: Bonnie Bradberry 

1350 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.  Suwanee, GA 30024 
(770) 831-1966 ~ info@epiphanysuwanee.org 

www.epiphanysuwanee.org   

Sunday Worship Services 
9:00 am & 11:00 am (in-person and online) 

 

 Text EPIPHANYGA to 73256 

 Use your bank's online bill pay feature to set     
up recurring giving  

 Mail a check to Epiphany 

 Drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 

Financial Giving Options 
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