Davies Monaghan and Klein: Artist statement 2025

Our collaborative began working together in 2008 while Davies and Klein were studying at the former Cass college of Art in Whitechapel London. David Monaghan studied at Liverpool and Canterbury colleges of Art. 
We aim to engage the viewer through reflecting our interest in socio political issues including the impact of austerity, health inequalities, loss, and challenges faced by the judicial system and NHS. An exploration of power and powerlessness is key to our practice and our work requires the viewer to engage in full sensory experiences, using controlled viewpoints to create an illusion of space and, by playing with scale, evoking a sense of unease and momentary disorientation. Despite the seriousness of themes, the work has a tragic-comic undercurrent which aims to enable people to relate to the pieces and experience them as ultimately uplifting and the issues explored as raising universal concerns. 
We have exhibited internationally and across England and Wales, and have been selected  for numerous Open Calls including The Whitechapel Open (now the East London Open), Towner Open, Creekside Open, the inaugural Dorset Open, Visions in the Nunnery and MK Gallery Open Calls each on two occasions, The Bankley Open, and several RWA, London Group & Artworks Open shows. We have shown across Wales, including Oriel Davies, Plas Bodfa, Ty Pawb and Elysium Galleries. We have won several Visitor’s Choice awards, a residency and solo shows at Bankley Gallery Manchester, Black Swan Arts in Frome, and were awarded participation in a small group show at OPO Scarborough. We were awarded associate membership of the Chapel Arts Studios in Andover in 2024/5, and participated in the CAS associates summer 2025 show ‘Traces’, and will be undertaking a Chapel takeover in 2026. 
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