Holy Apostles Pastorate

Sacraments: Weekend Mass Schedule

St. Peter/St. Ann/St. Mark:
Fr. Tom Clement

Fr. Tom Clement

Saint Ann, Geddes: Saturday 6 PM

Saint Peter the Apostle, Platte: Sunday 9 AM
Saint Mark, Lake Andes: Sunday 11 AM

Fr. Gary DeRouchey

SS Peter & Paul, Dimock: Saturday 5 PM
Sacred Heart, Parkston: Sunday 9 AM

Saint Paul the Apostle, Armour: Sunday 11 AM

Fr. Jim Friedrich

Marriage Preparation:
Contact Fr. Tom at least six
months prior to wedding.

New parishioners
Contact Fr. Tom to register

Anniversaries
Publish Milestone anniversaries
in the Bishop’s Bulletin.

Baptisms
Contact Fr. Tom Clement Saint John, Wagner: Saturday 5:30 PM
OCIA Assumption of the BVM, Dante: Sunday 9 AM
Catholic preparation study Saint Paul, Marty: Sunday 11 AM
Contact Sr Maribeth Wentzlaff Daily Mass
Phone Prayer Chain: Tuesday:

St. Ann: Eileen Carda

St. Peter: Ruth Anderson St Ann, Geddes: 5 PM Adoration 4 PM

Assumption of the BVM, Dante: 5 PM

SS Peter & Paul, Dimock: 5:30 PM

Wednesday:

St Peter the Apostle, Platte: 8:30 AM Adoration 9 AM
St Paul the Apostle, Armour:11:30 AM Adoration 12-1 PM
St John, Wagner: 5 PM Adoration 4:15 PM

Thursday:

Saint John, Wagner: Thursday 8:30 AM

Lake Andes (Nursing Home): Thursday 1:30 PM
Friday:

Saint Peter the Apostle, Platte: Friday 8:30 AM

Sacred Heart, Parkston: Friday 8:30 AM

Adoration following Mass untill PM

Saint Paul, Marty: Friday 1 PM Adoration 1:30 — 5 PM
1st Saturday:

Assumption of the BVM, Dante: Mass 9 AM
Adoration 9:30 AM

Saturday:

Parkston (NH/Assisted Living): Saturday 10 AM

Knights of Columbus:
St. Peter/St. Ann: Mark Hegge
St. Mark: Joe Schultz

Altar Society
St. Ann: Sandy DuFrain
St. Peter: Jennifer Fay
St. Mark: Margaret Reiser

Volunteer Schedule
St. Ann’s: Jackie Slaba
St. Peter’s: Kathy Hegge
St. Mark: Jenna Leibel

Music Coordinator
St. Peter: Katie DeNeui,
St. Ann: Donna Travis
St. Mark: Russell/Jackie Gall

Hall Rental
St. Ann: Julie Pavel
St. Peter: JoNell DeHaan

Life
St. Mark’s: Alec/Sierra Weber

Religious Ed Coordinator
Platte-Geddes: Joe Tegethoff

Councils
Fr. Tom Clement
Deacon Joe Tegethoff

St. Ann-Parish

Jennifer Simon
Mark Slaba
Jentry VanderPol
Amy Rolland
Shawn DuFrain

St. Ann-Finance
Mary Beth Kok
Don Millar
Dan Schulte
Marlys Krietlow

St. Mark Council:
Margaret Reiser
Steve Reiser
Carla Winkler
Noreen Laska
Joe Schultz

St. Peter Finance
Rob Reiser
Tait Sibbel
Linda Whalen
Matt Gerlach
Todd Larsen

St. Peter Parish
Trisha Frandsen
Darrell Mueller
Corey Rabenberg
Haley Stluka
Mark Hegge, KC
Jennifer Fay, AS
Becky Erickson,
Cemetery

Holy Apostles Council:

Brenda Millar, St. Ann
Russell Gall, St. Mark

Darrell Mueller, St. Peter

Holy Apostles Pastorate Staff
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Clement Mobile:605-380-8445 Rectory phone: 605-337-3710
Email: frthomasclement@sfcatholic.org Address: 317 Ohio Ave, Platte, SD 57369
Deacon Joseph Tegethoff Email: decnjosephtegethoff@sfcatholic.org
Mobile 605-680-3269
HA Director of Discipleship & Evangelization: Sr. Elizabeth Wentzlaff,
Mobile: 605-760-5295 Email: mwentzlaff{@yanktonbenedictines.org
HA Business Manager: Bailee Mogck Email: office@sacredheartparkston.org
Sacred Heart phone: 605-928-3676
HA Director of Facilities: Marty Royston Email: facilities@holyapostlessd.org
HA Administrative Assistant, St. Mark and St. Peter the Apostle Office Manager:
JoNell DeHaan Email: office@holyapostlessd.org Mobile: 605-680-0870
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St. Ann Office Manager: Jackie Slaba Email: geddes@holyapostlessd.org
Mobile: 605-680-1944

Holy Apostles Website: https://holyapostlessd.org

Happy Feast of

the Assumption!
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Holy Apostles Parishes
of St. Ann, St. Mark and St. Peter the Apostle

St. Ann St.Mark St.Peter the Apostle
PO Box 137 PO Box 250 321 Ohio A?/e
303 5" St 251N 3 Ave Platte, SD 57369
Geddes, SD 57342 LW Lake Andes, SD 57356 d
Mass Saturday 6 PM Sunday 11 AM Sunday 9 AM
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 8-9, 2026

Entrance Antiphon
Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor
ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not
the cries of those who seek you.

Responsorial Psalm
Lord, let us see your kindness and grant us your salvation.

19% SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Communion Antiphon
e O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest wheat.
Readings for the week of August 9, 2026 aa

Monday:2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/In 12:24-26
Tuesday: Ez 2:8-3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 i
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:15-20 p
Thursday-Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-63/Mt 18:21-19:1 ANNUAL ROBEY
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Mt 19:3-12 CEMETERY MASS
Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14/1 Cor WILL BE ON,
15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST

16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt
15:21-28

12TH AT 6:30 pm.
Bring your own lawn chairs.

30 minutes prior to
Mass, during
Adoration and by

Platt :
vl Cimedfovss—
Noon 4 ;

Dy
Lake Andes

1(S)u:>:](;]I ,2{4 Ll appointment
No Mass P ———
Geddes Aug 11 | Tuesday |5PMMass [Dick Steckley+
Platte Aug 12 | Wednesday |No Mass There will be Adoration
Lake Andes NHCC| Aug 13 Thursday 1:30 PM Mass ll1saac Swanson+
Platte Aug 14 |  Friday  |8:30 AM Rain
Geddes Aug 15 | Saturday |gPMMass  [John+ & Emma Schulte+
Platte Aug 16 Sunday 9 AM Mass Parishioners
Lake Andes Aug 16 Sunday 11 AM Mass  |Wendy Maag+




e WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
is a light to the mind

_ _ Jesus Is Light of the World
and 2 Tre e Why do we call Jesus “the light of the world”?

_ In cultures around the world, light and darkness are chief symbols of good and evil, order and chaos, clarity
| and confusion, hope and despalr These symbols tap into something essential about the nature of thlngs God
R B has given us the created world as a gift. His first work, as we see in Genesis 1, is to create light, giving

meanlng and insight to the abyss. It is in the light that the rest of creation comes to be. A gatherlng darkness emerges in
Genesis 3. Adam and Eve hide, shrouding themselves from the sun’s rays and the gaze of God. While God offers a promise
of salvation and establishes a covenant with His people, the sense of fog and dim understanding still remains. The Hebrew
people repeatedly betray the promises they have made to God, and all around them the nations actively worship idols.

The promise of God is not in vain, however. In John 1, we see a depiction of Christ as primordial goodness, order, clarity,
and hope. “The true light, which enlightens everyone was coming into the world ... this life was the light of the human race”
(John 1: 9, 4). Think of the last sunrise you witnessed (if you could wake up for it!). As you watched the lavender brighten to
rose edged with gold, did your heart swell? Did you recall the goodness of the world? Did you feel rekindled hope? Such is
the role of Christ in the soul. Such is his coming Incarnate in our world. ©LPi

VIRTUES, EXPLAINED! — CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND GROW YOUR FAITH
Serenity

The word “serenity” is only found once in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: in the section describing the

effects of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, quoting the Council of Trent when it declared that a good confession
“is usually followed by peace and serenity of conscience.” (CCC 1468) This may give the impression that serenity is not a
foremost Catholic virtue, but the succinctness of the Catechism’s reference is actually proof of serenity’s importance.

What is serenity? It is an attitude of calm, one that can only be identified when contrasted with turmoil. It is stillness in a
storm. It is Christ, walking steadily across the raging waves. That the Catechism links it exclusively with reconciliation to
God tells us all we need to know about this virtue. Where can we find calm in turmoil, stillness in storm? Where can we find
serenity? There is only one place: the merciful embrace of God in His sacraments. ©LPi

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
1* Reading Question: Elijah finds the Lord not in the wind, earthquake or fire, but in a light, silent sound. When or where
do you hear God’s voice?
2" Reading Question: Paul grieves over the unbelief of his fellow Jews. How can you help family members or friends who
do not believe in Jesus?
Gospel Question: Peter musters the courage to step out onto the water when Jesus calls him. What are some fears the Lord
could help you face? ©OLPi

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
In the midst of life’s greatest storms, Jesus comes to us, but we may not recognize him. We may test him.
In doing so, he will test us — and likely, we will fail. But when we falter, his saving hand is there.OLPi

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Looking for God
What do we think when we see Jesus coming to save us?

The first thing the Apostles scream is “Ghost!” when they catch sight of Jesus walking towards them on
water. That always makes me laugh. After all they have witnessed thus far as the companions of the Messiah,
they see someone walking on water and they still react like extras in a bad episode of Scooby-Doo.

We are always more quick to believe a bad thing than a good thing. We can easily believe gossip and hearsay
about a friend, but we fear being taken for a fool when it comes to faith. We would rather look cynical than
stupid. “Save me, God, for the waters have reached my neck,” reads Psalm 69. “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”

I think back on my life, on all the various ways that God has rescued me from slipping beneath the surface. Rarely did it
ever occur to me, in the midst of it, that I was being rescued. In fact, I usually thought I was being held underwater. Did I
hear His voice directing me, or did I only hear my own despairing? “Save me, God.” Was I looking for Him, or were my eyes
shut in fear? “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”

It’s never until after the fact — sometimes years after, or decades — that we see things clearly. That we see Christ in the
situation, making his way toward us, hand outstretched. ©LPi

I WAS 50 WHAT
TORMENTED DID YOU
. . ' Y MY SINS ARN?
Devotions, Explained! FOR YEARS, e
House Blessing BUTI JUST ~_ Pl

3 Catholics who move to a new place of residence often wish to AL
&l have their dwelling blessed, to call the favor and help of God I WOULDN'T
¥ upon all those who live in the house and all those who will enter GG
it.
£ The Roman Ritual (Book of Blessings) provides two formats for
&= house blessings: one during the Easter or Christmas season
L (specifically for the Epiphany) and one for Ordinary Time. Those I,_%STJNJ,':Q‘{
3« who live in the home must be present for a house to be blessed. A | BUTYou sTILL
priest, deacon or lay person can administer the blessing, although T,‘,:"TEHE";E,!E
if a lay person does so they must use the rites accorded to lay e Y
ministers in the Roman Ritual.
A house blessing includes Scripture readings, intercessions anda | . \
prayer of blessing. ©OLPi Shonies’
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In first reading and the gospel readings
today, we have nobody where they are
supposed to be. In the omitted passages at
the beginning and end of the first reading,
the Lord asks twice, “Why are you here,
Elijah?” Elijah knew where the Lord
wanted him to be—in Damascus doing the Lord’s work—
but he was afraid for his life. In the gospel, the disciples
were supposed to be on “the other side” of the lake, but the
winds were slowing them down and tossing them about. In
both cases God and Jesus still come into the situation and
speaks and drives out fear. Wherever we are on life’s
journey, the Lord still comes and speaks. Let us quiet our
hearts and listen. Rachelle Linner, a spiritual director
writes: ““...as we continue to look at Jesus, to see him
looking at us, everything is eclipsed by love. Dimly at first,
and then clearly, we see Jesus’ love for us and our love for
him.It doesn’t matter if we judge our love to be tepid or
timid. The miracle, one greater than walking on Water, is to
dlscover that it matters to Jesus that we love him.”

’ Also, PLEASE NOTE that the obligation
to attend mass for the Assumption of
Mary, August 15" is removed this year as
1t falls on the weekend. However, I will offer a Saturday
morning mass in Platte at 8:30 AM for those wishing to
attend. This is the belief that the Blessed Virgin Mary,
“having completed her earthly life, was in body and soul
assumed into heavenly glory”. -- Peace, Fr. Tom

— As the calendar flips to August, our minds begin to
Ethmk of the new school year. So, if you can be an
| =T extra hand and you have w1111ng and loving heart,

St. Ann Parish, Geddes
Collection $1170

August 15th — 6 PM
Lector: Angie Petrik
EM: Lory & Dave DuFrain
Servers: McKenzie Mushitz, Colton & Luke Petrik

St. Mark Parish, Lake Andes
Collection $1176

Church Cleaning for August: Becky Snyder & Carla Winckler

Sunday, August 16" — 11 AM
Lector: Alec Weber
EM: Rod Payer
Servers: Tyler Ronfeldt & Madelyn Ronfeldt
Counters: Jeanne Payer & Sierra Weber
Custodians/Ushers/Collection: Terry Svatos &
Michael Svatos
Grounds: Mike Cuka

St Peter the Apostle Parish, Platte
Online Giving
https://onrealm.org/SaintPeterApost/Account/Start

Reg $1977 Online $484.50

Sunday, August 16-9:00am
Lector: Tracy Harrington
Servers: Jimmy, Cambree & Caylee F.
EMs: Jennifer F., Trisha F.
Ushers: Mark & Kathy H.
Counters: Todd L., Kristen K

Z please give the parish or religious ed coordinator

| Qé a call. All our parishes depend upon faithful and
& willing parents and grandparents to help form our

‘:|= children in the teachings and life of the Catholic
£— Church. Just a reminder, all volunteers working in

'ﬂ: our youth programs need a criminal background

%@‘ % bl Blessings to Ivory Ann Backes
=X %ﬁu Daughter of Devin and Cassandra

who received the Sacrament of Baptism on Saturday

= check and complete the annual safe environment
training before they begin teaching.

Also, be “prayer worriers” --pray for our students and teachers
as they share and growth in faith. Blessings on your Week!

-- Fr. Tom

If you have a child that will be new to our program, please
contact JoNell DeHaan at 605-680-0870 to register your child.

Dante Harvest Festival
August 9th Parish CCD Center
Serving 4-7 PM Adults $15 12 & Under $6
Downtown Games 5-9 PM

GOSPEL MEDITATION

As a young, newly ordained priest, I admired a senior priest who was gifted, beloved, and
had changed countless lives. But soon I learned that he had fallen in catastrophic and
destructive ways. The painful juxtaposition of good and evil was complex to process. How
could someone so seemingly good also be so broken and deceptive? It forced me to
confront a sobering truth: leadership in the Church is no guarantee against weakness or sin.

Peter teaches that truth in this week’s Gospel. When he sees Jesus walking on the sea,
Peter does what leaders do. He goes first. “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” But when he sees how strong the wind i is, he becomes frightened and,
beginning to sink, cries out, “Lord, save me.” Immedlately, Jesus stretches out his hand and F'Ro M

catches him.
SINKING

St. Thomas Aquinas observes that Peter overcomes the greater danger of the waves but
falters before the lesser threat of the wind. This is the paradox leaders often face. It is not
always the great trials that undo us, but the smaller, quieter temptations, such as subtle fears
and compromises, that lead us to sink.

The good news is that Jesus does not abandon Peter. He saves him before it is too late.
Our frail humanity lives within a rhythm of grace, risk, failure, and mercy. Jesus helps
Peter overcome both the obvious and hidden sources of fear, and he promises to do the
same for us. So, let us pray for all, especially our spiritual leaders. — Father John Muir
©OLPi

Catholic Trivia
Which artist was
commissioned to paint the
ceiling and wall behind the
altar in the Sistine Chapel?
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If you have a child that will be new to our program, please
contact JoNell DeHaan at 605-680-0870 to register your
child.

St. Mark’s needs 2 teachers and substitute teachers.
Classes are Wednesdays at 6:30 PM

The Platte-Geddes program will begin on August 26", The
Kindergarten through 5" grade meets after school for a quick
snack before classes begin at 4 until 5 PM. Grades 6-12 meet
from 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM on Wednesdays. There is a calendar
schedule on the bulletin board.

o If another teacher stepped up for Platte-Geddes, we

could sglit the 6/7 grades. The option would be to teach
3" or 6™

e An aid is needed in 1* grade.

 Substitutes needed for all grades.

» A volunteer to help serve snacks and monitor kids would

be a great help.
Contact Deacon Joe if you can help.

Teachable Moments
Looking for families to bring the
gifts of bread, wine and collection to
the Altar at Offertory time.

Option to do collection.




	Holy Apostles Parishes  of St. Ann, St. Mark and St. Peter the Apostle
	St.Peter the Apostle 321 Ohio Ave Platte, SD 57369
	Mass              Saturday 6 PM                                     Sunday 11 AM                                      Sunday 9 AM ***************************************************************************************************************************
	19th Sunday in Ordinary Time August 8-9, 2026
	Entrance Antiphon Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. Arise,  O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you.
	Responsorial Psalm Lord, let us see your kindness and grant us your salvation.
	Communion Antiphon O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest wheat.

	ANNUAL ROBEY CEMETERY MASS    WILL BE ON, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12TH AT 6:30 pm.  Bring your own lawn chairs.
	Readings for the week of August 9, 2026 Monday:2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/Jn 12:24-26 Tuesday: Ez 2:8-3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 18:15-20 Thursday:Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62/Mt 18:21-19:1 Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Mt 19:3-12 Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28
	Tuesday 4-5 PM  Geddes
	Wednesday 9-10 AM  Platte
	Platte M-F  Noon
	Lake Andes Sunday 10:30 AM
	30 minutes prior to Mass, during Adoration and by appointment
	*************** Dick Steckley+ There will be Adoration Isaac Swanson+ Rain John+ & Emma Schulte+ Parishioners Wendy Maag+
	Geddes Platte Lake Andes NHCC Platte Geddes Platte Lake Andes
	Aug 10 Aug 11 Aug 12 Aug 13 Aug 14 Aug 15 Aug 16 Aug 16
	Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Sunday
	No Mass 5 PM Mass  No Mass   1:30 PM Mass 8:30 AM 6 PM Mass 9 AM Mass 11 AM Mass
	WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED Jesus Is Light of the World Why do we call Jesus “the light of the world”?                         In cultures around the world, light and darkness are chief symbols of good and evil, order and chaos, clarity                         and confusion, hope and despair. These symbols tap into something essential about the nature of things.God                         has given us the created world as a gift. His first work, as we see in Genesis 1, is to create light, giving meaning and insight to the abyss. It is in the light that the rest of creation comes to be. A gathering darkness emerges in Genesis 3. Adam and Eve hide, shrouding themselves from the sun’s rays and the gaze of God. While God offers a promise of salvation and establishes a covenant with His people, the sense of fog and dim understanding still remains. The Hebrew people repeatedly betray the promises they have made to God, and all around them the nations actively worship idols.    The promise of God is not in vain, however. In John 1, we see a depiction of Christ as primordial goodness, order, clarity, and hope. “The true light, which enlightens everyone was coming into the world … this life was the light of the human race” (John 1: 9, 4). Think of the last sunrise you witnessed (if you could wake up for it!). As you watched the lavender brighten to rose edged with gold, did your heart swell? Did you recall the goodness of the world? Did you feel rekindled hope? Such is the role of Christ in the soul. Such is his coming Incarnate in our world. ©LPi
	VIRTUES, EXPLAINED! – CONNECT WITH TRADITION AND GROW YOUR FAITH Serenity    The word “serenity” is only found once in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: in the section describing the  effects of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, quoting the Council of Trent when it declared that a good confession  “is usually followed by peace and serenity of conscience.” (CCC 1468) This may give the impression that serenity is not a foremost Catholic virtue, but the succinctness of the Catechism’s reference is actually proof of serenity’s importance.    What is serenity? It is an attitude of calm, one that can only be identified when contrasted with turmoil. It is stillness in a storm. It is Christ, walking steadily across the raging waves. That the Catechism links it exclusively with reconciliation to God tells us all we need to know about this virtue. Where can we find calm in turmoil, stillness in storm? Where can we find serenity? There is only one place: the merciful embrace of God in His sacraments. ©LPi
	QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 1st Reading Question: Elijah finds the Lord not in the wind, earthquake or fire, but in a light, silent sound. When or where do you hear God’s voice?  2nd Reading Question: Paul grieves over the unbelief of his fellow Jews. How can you help family members or friends who do not believe in Jesus?   Gospel Question: Peter musters the courage to step out onto the water when Jesus calls him. What are some fears the Lord could help you face? ©LPi LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK In the midst of life’s greatest storms, Jesus comes to us, but we may not recognize him. We may test him.  In doing so, he will test us — and likely, we will fail. But when we falter, his saving hand is there.©LPi
	RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman Looking for God  What do we think when we see Jesus coming to save us?                          The first thing the Apostles scream is “Ghost!” when they catch sight of Jesus walking towards them on                         water. That always makes me laugh. After all they have witnessed thus far as the companions of the Messiah,                         they see someone walking on water and they still react like extras in a bad episode of Scooby-Doo.                            We are always more quick to believe a bad thing than a good thing. We can easily believe gossip and hearsay                         about a friend, but we fear being taken for a fool when it comes to faith. We would rather look cynical than stupid.  “Save me, God, for the waters have reached my neck,” reads Psalm 69. “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”     I think back on my life, on all the various ways that God has rescued me from slipping beneath the surface. Rarely did it ever occur to me, in the midst of it, that I was being rescued. In fact, I usually thought I was being held underwater. Did I hear His voice directing me, or did I only hear my own despairing? “Save me, God.” Was I looking for Him, or were my eyes shut in fear? “My eyes fail, from looking for my God.”      It’s never until after the fact — sometimes years after, or decades — that we see things clearly. That we see Christ in the situation, making his way toward us, hand outstretched. ©LPi
	Devotions, Explained!  House Blessing Catholics who move to a new place of residence often wish to have their dwelling blessed, to call the favor and help of God upon all those who live in the house and all those who will enter it. The Roman Ritual (Book of Blessings) provides two formats for house blessings: one during the Easter or Christmas season (specifically for the Epiphany) and one for Ordinary Time. Those who live in the home must be present for a house to be blessed. A priest, deacon or lay person can administer the blessing, although if a lay person does so they must use the rites accorded to lay ministers in the Roman Ritual. A house blessing includes Scripture readings, intercessions and a prayer of blessing. ©LPi
	Michelangelo ©LPi
	In first reading and the gospel readings                           today, we have nobody where they are                           supposed to be. In the omitted passages at                           the beginning and end of the first reading,                           the Lord asks twice, “Why are you here,                           Elijah?” Elijah knew where the Lord wanted him to be—in Damascus doing the Lord’s work—but he was afraid for his life. In the gospel, the disciples were supposed to be on “the other side” of the lake, but the winds were slowing them down and tossing them about.  In both cases God and Jesus still come into the situation and speaks and drives out fear.Wherever we are on life’s journey, the Lord still comes and speaks. Let us quiet our hearts and listen. Rachelle Linner, a spiritual director writes: “…as we continue to look at Jesus, to see him looking at us, everything is eclipsed by love. Dimly at first, and then clearly, we see Jesus’ love for us and our love for him.It doesn’t matter if we judge our love to be tepid or timid. The miracle, one greater than walking on water, is to discover that it matters to Jesus that we love him.”                             Also, PLEASE NOTE that the obligation                             to attend mass for the Assumption of                            Mary, August 15th is removed this year as it falls on the weekend. However, I will offer a Saturday morning mass in Platte at 8:30 AM for those wishing to attend.   This is the belief that the Blessed Virgin Mary, “having completed her earthly life, was in body and soul assumed into heavenly glory”.    -- Peace, Fr. Tom
	As the calendar flips to August, our minds begin to                    think of the new school year. So, if you can be an                     extra hand and you have willing and loving heart,                     please give the parish or religious ed coordinator                     a call. All our parishes depend upon faithful and                     willing parents and grandparents to help form our                     children in the teachings and life of the Catholic                     Church. Just a reminder, all volunteers working in                     our youth programs need a criminal background                     check and complete the annual safe environment training before they begin teaching.   Also, be “prayer worriers” --pray for our students and teachers as they share and growth in faith. Blessings on your Week!  -- Fr. Tom  If you have a child that will be new to our program, please contact JoNell DeHaan at 605-680-0870 to register your child.


	St. Ann Parish, Geddes Collection $1170
	August 15th – 6 PM Lector: Angie Petrik EM: Lory & Dave DuFrain Servers: McKenzie Mushitz, Colton & Luke Petrik

	St. Mark Parish, Lake Andes Collection $1176
	Church Cleaning for August: Becky Snyder & Carla Winckler
	Sunday, August 16th  – 11 AM Lector: Alec Weber EM: Rod Payer Servers: Tyler Ronfeldt & Madelyn Ronfeldt Counters: Jeanne Payer & Sierra Weber Custodians/Ushers/Collection: Terry Svatos & Michael Svatos Grounds: Mike Cuka ____________________________________
	St Peter the Apostle Parish, Platte Online Giving https://onrealm.org/SaintPeterApost/Account/Start
	Reg $1977  Online $484.50
	Sunday, August 16–9:00am Lector: Tracy Harrington Servers: Jimmy, Cambree & Caylee F. EMs: Jennifer F., Trisha F. Ushers: Mark & Kathy H. Counters: Todd L., Kristen K
	Blessings to Ivory Ann Backes
	Daughter of Devin and Cassandra
	who received the Sacrament of Baptism on Saturday
	Dante Harvest Festival August 9th Parish CCD Center Serving 4-7 PM Adults $15 12 & Under $6 Downtown Games 5-9 PM
	GOSPEL MEDITATION    As a young, newly ordained priest, I admired a senior priest who was gifted, beloved, and had changed countless lives. But soon I learned that he had fallen in catastrophic and destructive ways. The painful juxtaposition of good and evil was complex to process. How could someone so seemingly good also be so broken and deceptive? It forced me to confront a sobering truth: leadership in the Church is no guarantee against weakness or sin.     Peter teaches that truth in this week’s Gospel. When he sees Jesus walking on the sea, Peter does what leaders do. He goes first. “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” But when he sees how strong the wind is, he becomes frightened and, beginning to sink, cries out, “Lord, save me.” Immediately, Jesus stretches out his hand and catches him.     St. Thomas Aquinas observes that Peter overcomes the greater danger of the waves but falters before the lesser threat of the wind. This is the paradox leaders often face. It is not always the great trials that undo us, but the smaller, quieter temptations, such as subtle fears and compromises, that lead us to sink.     The good news is that Jesus does not abandon Peter. He saves him before it is too late. Our frail humanity lives within a rhythm of grace, risk, failure, and mercy. Jesus helps Peter overcome both the obvious and hidden sources of fear, and he promises to do the same for us. So, let us pray for all, especially our spiritual leaders. — Father John Muir ©LPi
	Catholic Trivia Which artist was commissioned to paint the ceiling and wall behind the altar in the Sistine Chapel?


	St. Mark’s needs 2 teachers and substitute teachers. Classes are Wednesdays at 6:30 PM

