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LABELLE, FL. -- BelieveNBooks launched its My Very Own Book (MVOB) initiative in

September 2026 and completed book distribution that month. More than 6,800 VPK children

received books through over 150 participating early learning centers across eight Florida

counties, including Hendry and Glades.

The initiative helps young children begin building home libraries with books they can keep.

BelieveNBooks was founded in 2021 by then middle school student Natasha Agarwal, who

began by sharing books from her own shelves with children who lacked access to them.

Today, BelieveNBooks is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit that has provided 250,000 books to

50,000 children, expanding young people’s access to stories, knowledge and opportunity.

The program will provide more than 6,800 young children across eight Florida counties with a

book of their own to take home and access to a corresponding read aloud video.

Through partnerships with the Early Learning Coalition of Florida’s Heartland and the Early

Learning Coalition o Southwest Florida, more than 150 early learning centers will receive

books through the initiative, reachinG Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) students across

Collier, Lee, Hendry, Glades, Charlotte, DeSoto, Hardee and Highlands counties. Each

participating child will receive a copy of Pete the Cat Too Cool for School, to take homE and

keep, along with access to a YouTube read-aloud video of the same book.

 The organization relies on donors, grants and more than 150 community partners to facilitate

book distributions. For more information, please visit www.BelieveNBooks.org.  
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OR

One Time Donation Of Any Amount

OR

Any Amount by Zelle.com to:

donbrowne@gmail.com

Any Amount by Venmo to: @don-browne

POPULAR STORIES

Eliseo Garcia-Zunun Arrested For Sexual Battery

- Kidnapping

HENDRY COUNTY ICE OPERATION LEADS TO

THE ARREST OF A 2012 SEXUAL BATTERY

AND KIDNAPPING CASE A Hendry County ICE

Operation lead to the arres...

FHP Hiring Event This Weekend

The Florida Highway Patrol is looking for

dedicated individuals to join our regional

communications center and become the critical

link betw...

Ramona Carole Burchard Dies At 84

Ramona Carole Burchard, age 84, went home to

be with Jesus on Saturday, October 3, 2026. She

was born Feburary 17, 1942 in Fort Myers,

Flori...

Wanna Buy A Mattress? - Beware School

Fundraising Gimmick

Ohio Company Sells Mattresses At Weekend

School Sales LABELLE, FL. -- Plastered illegally

throughout LaBelle are yellow plastic signs

adve...

Scam Alert - Free Water Testing Florida Water

Analysis

Letters from "Florida Water Analysis" in Winter

Haven, Florida, are not technically an illegal

scam, but they use a deeply mislead...

Okeechobee Courthouse American Indian

Exhibit Opens

Smithsonian “Americans” Exhibit Opens at

Okeechobee Historic Courthouse OKEECHOBEE

CITY, FL. -- The Smithsonian has arrived in

Okeechobee! T...
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Obituary - Angel CuaCua Vasquez

Angel CuaCua Vazquez age 18, of LaBelle,

Florida passed away on October 12, 2026 in

LaBelle, Florida. Visitation for Angel was from 6-

8 pm o...

Health Alert - Lake Okeechobee

Moore Haven, Fla. — The Florida Department of

Health in Hendry County (DOH-Hendry) has

issued a health alert for the presence of harmful

blu...

Hendry Sheriff Arrests

 ARREST BLOTTER 10/12/2026 – 10/18/2026

Felony/DUI Arrest Takenya Keaisha Felton, 36,

Clewiston was arrested on October 12, 2026, by

Sgt. J....

Hendry Sheriff Arrests

ARREST BLOTTER 10/19/2026 – 10/25/2026

Felony/DUI Arrest Tommy Earnest Griffin, 48,

Okeechobee was arrested on October 19, 2026,

by Deputy S...
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 20,360,891

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Alden A. Rumfelt, Attorney, LaBelle 863-673-

0251

Kiwanis Club Of LaBelle, Florida

Pearson Lawn Service, Clewiston 863-233-

9541

Captain Quick Lube, LaBelle 863-674-1402 M-

F 8-5, Sat 8-12 Google Reviews/Map

Email Don Browne to sponsor this page, see our

sponsor ads at the Southwest Florida Online

news page and Classified Ads.

NEWS ARCHIVE

▼  2026 (356)

▼  October (21)

Hendry Sheriff Arrests

Big Cypress Seminole Tribal Arts Celebration

Novem...

Obituary - Angel CuaCua Vasquez

Health Alert - Lake Okeechobee

Okeechobee Courthouse American Indian

Exhibit Opens

Hendry Sheriff Arrests

Reporting Elder Abuse, Neglect, Exploitation

A Lodge Called Folkestone by Bob Kranich -

England...

Florida Highway Safety Office Hacked Last

Month - ...

Curtis Jackson Zorn Dies At 92

Hendry/Glades Receives VPK Children books

Adam Sanchez, Jr. Dies At 70

David Luis Martinez Reyes Arrested In LaBelle

Homi...

Two Lottery Winners Chose $3 Million Lump

Sum Payment

Lisa Curry Wilson Dies At 68

Why Primary Voting Ballots May Not Arrive At

Your ...

Scam Alert - Free Water Testing Florida Water

Anal...

FHP Hiring Event This Weekend

Eliseo Garcia-Zunun Arrested For Sexual Battery

- ...

Ramona Carole Burchard Dies At 84

Obituary - Irma T. Tinoco

►  September (39)

►  August (36)

►  July (29)

►  June (37)

►  May (35)

►  April (41)

►  March (36)

►  February (42)

►  January (40)

►  2025 (443)

►  December (33)

►  November (37)

►  October (38)

►  September (39)
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►  April (21)

►  March (20)

►  February (28)

►  January (22)

►  2018 (383)
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►  November (42)
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►  September (26)

►  August (30)

►  July (28)

►  June (23)

►  May (22)
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►  March (44)
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►  2017 (420)
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►  2016 (437)
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►  August (38)

►  July (23)
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►  May (47)

►  April (31)

►  March (43)

►  February (44)
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►  2015 (429)
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►  July (24)

►  June (45)

►  May (37)
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►  March (41)
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►  2014 (555)
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►  August (34)
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►  May (50)
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►  2013 (716)
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►  November (53)

►  October (56)

►  September (50)

►  August (82)

►  July (49)

►  June (54)

►  May (52)

►  April (67)

►  March (63)

►  February (70)

►  January (78)
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►  2012 (789)

►  December (70)
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►  September (75)
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►  July (54)

►  June (56)

►  May (52)

►  April (56)
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►  May (66)

►  April (38)

►  March (32)

►  February (25)

►  January (34)
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►  2009 (304)
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►  September (19)
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►  September (21)
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►  June (18)
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►  March (25)
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►  2005 (256)
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►  October (28)

►  September (13)

►  August (20)

►  July (27)

►  June (23)

►  May (24)

►  April (25)

►  March (22)

►  February (15)

►  January (18)

►  2004 (233)

►  December (15)

►  November (17)

►  October (21)

►  September (57)

►  August (37)

►  July (27)

►  June (37)

►  May (22)
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