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+ MAUNDY THURSDAY + 

Prelude  ORGAN 

In the Hour of Trial  Arr. Janet Linker (1945-2020) 
 

Invocation 
P In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen  
 

The Confession  
P In this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to intensify our 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil--all that keeps us from loving 

God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were committed at 

Baptism; God's forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our 

lives continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus, our Savior. 
 

Within the community of his Church, God never wearies of giving 

peace and new life. In the words of absolution we receive forgiveness as 

from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt, but firmly 

believe that thereby our sins are forgiven before God in heaven, for it 

comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 
 

We who receive God's love in Jesus Christ are called to love one 

another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our 

commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet, 

following the example the Lord gave us on the night before his death. 
 

It is, however, in the Holy Communion that the members of Christ's 

body participate most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord's 

last supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and share the cup of this 

meal. Together we receive the Lord's gift of himself and participate in 

that new covenant which makes us one in him. The Eucharist is the 

promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful when 

our Lord returns, the culmination of our reconciliation with God and 

each other. 
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P Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of your 

people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power 

of your Holy Spirit that we may attend to your Word, confess our sins, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 

C Amen 
 

P Let us make confession to God.  
 

Silence follows for confession. 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended you and for which I justly 

deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of 

them, and pray for your boundless mercy. 
 

 For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give 

me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and bring 

me to life everlasting. Amen 
 

P Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and 

gives us power to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of 

darkness into the splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister 

of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

The Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The congregation shares peace, strengthened and renewed through the forgiveness 

of sin. When the whole congregation has exchanged peace, the hymn is sung. 
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Hymn | On My Heart Imprint Your Image ELW 811
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The Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray,  

C Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave 

his disciples a new commandment: To love one another as he had 

loved them. By your Holy Spirit write this commandment in our 

hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The First Lesson Exodus 12:1–14 

A reading from Exodus. 

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall 

be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for 

you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 

every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a 

household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his 

nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according 

to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb 

shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep 

or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 

month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill 

their lambs at twilight. 

7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 

and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that 

night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall 

eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with 

its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the 

morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this 
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manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, 

and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's 

Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 

strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all 

the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall 

be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I 

will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 

strike the land of Egypt. 

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast 

to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall 

keep it as a feast. 

A The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
 

The Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 116:1-2, 12–19 

 1I love the Lord, because he has heard 

    my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
2 Because he inclined his ear to me, 

    therefore I will call on him as long as I live.  

12 What shall I render to the Lord 

    for all his benefits to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

    and call on the name of the Lord, 
14 I will pay my vows to the Lord 

    in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord 

    is the death of his saints. 
16 O Lord, I am your servant; 

    I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 

    You have loosed my bonds. 
17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

    and call on the name of the Lord. 
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18 I will pay my vows to the Lord 

    in the presence of all his people, 
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 

    in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

    Praise the Lord! 
 

A brief silence is kept. 
  

The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do 

this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after 

supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread 

and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the 

Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 

drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 

body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are 

weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we 

would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 

disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
 

A The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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Children’s Sermon 
 

P Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, teaches the following:  
 

  1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in 

love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 
 

  All little ones – and any others – are invited forward for a message and 

for prayer. 

 

The Washing of the Feet 
The minister lays his vestments aside, puts on an apron or a towel, and washes the 

feet of a representative of the congregation.  
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Hymn | A New Commandment (Repeat Twice) WOV 664
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The Holy Gospel John 13:1–17, 31–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had 

come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the 

devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 

betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 

from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it 

around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 

him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my 

feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, 

but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never 

wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no 

share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also 

my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you 

are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; 

that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 

resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done 

to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I 

then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 

not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 

sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.  

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and 

God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify 

him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I 
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am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also 

say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I 

give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 

to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 
 

P The Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon Pastor Justin Baker 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  



 12 

Sequence Hymn | The King of Love ELW 502 
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The Nicene Creed 
P People of God, in whom do you believe?  

C    We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

    he came down from heaven; 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

        in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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The Litany 
P Lord, have mercy.      

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Christ, have mercy.      

C Christ, have mercy. 

P Lord, have mercy.      

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil;  

 from the cunning assaults of the devil;  

 from an unprepared and evil death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

L From war, bloodshed, and violence;  

 from corrupt and unjust government;  

 from sedition and treason: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

L From epidemic, drought, and famine;  

 from fire and flood, earthquake, lightning and storm;  

 and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

L By the mystery of your incarnation;  

 by your holy birth: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

L By your baptism, fasting, and temptation;  

 by your agony and bloody sweat;  

 by your cross and suffering;  

 by your death and burial: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
 

L By your resurrection and ascension;  

 by the gift of the Holy Spirit: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
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L In all time of our tribulation;  

 in all time of our prosperity;  

 in the hour of death;  

 and in the day of judgment: 

C Save us, good Lord. 
 

L Though unworthy, we implore you 

C to hear us, Lord our God. 
 

L To rule and govern your holy catholic Church; to guide all servants of 

your Church in the love of your Word and in holiness of life; to put an 

end to all schisms and causes of offense to those who would believe; 

and to bring into the way of truth all who have gone astray: 

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To beat down Satan under our feet;  

 to send faithful workers into your harvest;  

 to accompany your Word with your Spirit and power;  

 to raise up those who fall and to strengthen those who stand;  

 and to comfort and help the fainthearted and the distressed: 

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To give to all nations justice and peace;  

 to preserve our country from discord and strife;  

 to direct and guard those who have civil authority;  

 and to bless and guide all our people: 

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To behold and help all who are in danger, need, or tribulation;  

 to protect and guide all who travel;  

 to preserve and provide for all women in childbirth;  

 to watch over children and to guide the young;  

 to heal the sick and to strengthen their families and friends;  

 to bring reconciliation to families in discord;  

 to provide for the unemployed and for all in need;  

 to be merciful to all who are imprisoned;  
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 to support, comfort, and guide all orphans, widowers, and widows;  

 and to have mercy on all your people: 

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to reconcile 

us to them; to help us use wisely the fruits and treasures of the earth, 

the sea, and the air; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord. 
 

A Especially we pray for those who may be homebound, hospitalized, ill, 

or in need of healing in body, in mind, or spirit:   
  

Names are offered up in prayer. Then, the minister says: We also lift up the 

names of those for whom we now pray, silently or aloud. Then, a pause 

is kept that other names and supplications may be offered.  
  

C We implore you to hear us, good Lord.  

  

P We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your 

dear Son, that you have protected us through this day from all danger 

and harm. We ask you to preserve and keep us, this night also, from all 

sin and evil, that in all our thoughts, words, deeds, and sleep, we may 

serve and please you. Into your hands we commend our bodies and 

souls and all that is ours. Let your holy angels have charge of us, that 

the wicked one have no power over us. 

C Amen   
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THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
P The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 

in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth 

generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin. (Exod. 34:6–7) 
 

 

Offertory ORGAN 

Were You There Arr. Janet Linker (1945-2020) 
 

 
 

Offering of Praise | The Doxology ELW 885 
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A Let us pray. Blessed are you, 

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your 

service and dedicate our lives to You, for the sake of him who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preface for the Passion 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 

Christ our Lord; 
 

Who on the tree of the cross gave salvation to all, that, where death 

began, there life might be restored, and that he, who by a tree once 

overcame, might by a tree be overcome.  
 

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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The Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer IV  
P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,  

 whom you sent in this end of the ages  

 to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  

He is your Word,  

 inseparable from you. 

Through him you created all things,  

 and in him you take delight.  

He is your Word,  

 sent from heaven to a virgin's womb.  

He there took on our nature and our lot  

 and was shown forth as your Son,  

 born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  

It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will  

 and won for you a holy people;  

 he stretched out his hands in suffering  

 in order to free from suffering those who trust you.  
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It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,  

 in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,  

 to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,  

 to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,  

 taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:  
 

Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
  

This is my blood poured out for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,  

 we lift this bread and cup before you,  

 giving you thanks that you have made us worthy  

 to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  
 

And we ask you:  

 Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;  

 gather into one all who share this bread and wine;  

 fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,  

 that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.  
 

Through him all glory and honor are yours,  

 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

 in your holy Church both now and forever.  

C Amen 

 
P Let us pray:  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
P Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

C Therefore let us keep the feast!  

 

 

Agnus Dei 

 
 

This Evening’s Practice 
All come forward to receive the bread together; then all remain to receive the wine 

together.  
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Communion Hymn | Where Charity and Love Prevail LBW 126

 

Post-Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in His grace. 

C Amen 
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Hymn | Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW  34
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The Stripping of the Altar         
The alter is stripped as Psalm 22 is chanted.  Cantor, Lou Hiener 

 
 
1My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me*  

 and are so far from my cry, and from the words of | my distress?  
2O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you | do not answer;* 

 by night as well, but I | find no rest. 
3Yet you are the | Holy One,* 

 enthroned upon the prais- | es of Israel. 
4Our forefathers put their | trust in you;* 

 they trusted, and you de- | livered them. 
5They cried out to you and | were delivered;* 

 they trusted in you and were not | put to shame.  
6But as for me, I am a worm | and no man,*  

 scorned by all and despised | by the people.  
7All who see me laugh | me to scorn;*  

 they curl their lips and wag | their heads, saying,  
8”He trusted in the Lord; let him de- | liver him;*  

 let him rescue him, if he de- | lights in him.”  
9Yet you are he who took me out | of the womb,*  

 and kept me safe upon my | mother’s breast.  
10I have been entrusted to you ever since | I was born;*  

 you were my God when I was still in my | mother’s womb.  
11Be not far from me, for trou- | ble is near,*  

 and there is | none to help.  
12Many young bulls en- | circle me;*  

 strong bulls of Ba- | shan surround me.  
13They open wide their | jaws at me,*  

 like a ravening and a | roaring lion.  
14I am poured out like water; all my bones are | out of joint;*  
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 my heart within my breast is | melting wax.  
15My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; 

my tongue sticks to the roof | of my mouth;*  

 and you have laid me in the dust | of the grave.  
16Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers cir- | cle around me;*  

 they pierce my hands and my feet, I can count | all my bones.  
17They stare and gloat | over me;*  

 they divide my garments among them; they cast lots | for my 

clothing.  
18Be not far a- | way, O Lord;*  

 you are my strength; hast- | en to help me.  
19Save me | from the sword,*  

 my life from the power | of the dog.  
20Save me from the | lion’s mouth,*  

 my wretched body from the horns | of wild bulls.  
21I will declare your name | to my brethren;*  

 in the midst of the congregation | I will praise you.  
22Praise the Lord, | you that fear him;*  

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s | line, give 

glory.  
23For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his | face from them;*  

 but when they cry to | him he hears them.  
24My praise is of him in the | great assembly;*  

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who | worship him.  
25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the | Lord shall praise him:*  

 “May your heart | live forever!”  
26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord,*  

 and all the families of the nations shall | bow before him.  
27For kingship belongs | to the Lord;*  

 he rules o- | ver the nations.  
28To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow | down in worship;*  
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 all who go down to the dust | fall before him.  
29My soul shall live for him; my descend- | ants shall serve him;*  

 they shall be known as the | Lord’s forever.  
30They shall come and make known to a people | yet unborn*  

 the saving deeds that | he has done.  

 

The congregation departs in silence. The service continues on Good Friday. 
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+ Good Friday + 
 

The congregation assembles in the sanctuary in silence.  
 

 

The 88th Psalm   Cantor, Lou Hiener 

1 O Lord, my | God, my Savior,*  

 by day and night I | cry to you.  
2 Let my prayer enter in- | to your presence;*  

 incline your ear to my | lamentation.  
3 For I am | full of trouble;*  

 my life is at the brink | of the grave.  
4 I am counted among those who go down | to the pit;*  

 I have become like one who | has no strength;  
5 lost a- | mong the dead,*  

 like the slain who lie | in the grave,  
6 whom you remem- | ber no more,*  

 for they are cut off | from your hand.  
7 You have laid me in the depths | of the pit,*  

 in dark places, and in | the abyss.  
8 Your anger weighs up- | on me heavily,*  

 and all your great waves | overwhelm me.  
9 You have put my friends far from me; 

you have made me to be ab- | horred by them;*  

 I am in prison and can- | not get free.  
10 My sight has failed me be- | cause of trouble;*  

Lord, I have called upon you daily; I have stretched out my | hands to 

you.  
11 Do you work wonders | for the dead?*  

 Will those who have died stand up and | give you thanks?  
12 Will your lovingkindness be declared | in the grave,*  

 your faithfulness in the land | of destruction?  
13 Will your wonders be known | in the dark*  

 or your righteousness in the country where all | is forgotten?  
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14 But as for me, O Lord, I cry to | you for help;*  

 in the morning my prayer | comes before you.  
15 Lord, why have you re- | jected me?*  

 Why have you hidden your | face from me?  
16 Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the | point of death;*  

 I have borne your terrors with a | troubled mind.  
17 Your blazing anger has swept | over me;*  

 your terrors | have destroyed me;  
18 they surround me all day long | like a flood;*  

 they encompass me on | every side.  
19 My friend and my neighbor you have put a- | way from me,* 

and darkness is my on- | ly companion. 

 
P Let us pray,  

C Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family, for 

whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and to be 

given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; 

who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

The First Lesson Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

A reading from Isaiah. 

13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 

    he shall be high and lifted up, 

    and shall be exalted. 
14 As many were astonished at you— 

    his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 

    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. 

    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 

for that which has not been told them they see, 

    and that which they have not heard they understand. 
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1Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

    yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

    so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

    and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
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    and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; 

    he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 

    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

    make many to be accounted righteous, 

    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

A The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
 

The Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

A reading from Second Corinthians. 
 

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that 

one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those 

who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 

died and was raised. 
 

A The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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The Acclamation | Stay With Me (Repeat) ELW 348 

 
All rise for the first passage of the Holy Gospel.  

 

The Holy Gospel John 18:1-19:42 

P The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. John. 
 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across 

the brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples 

entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus 

often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of 

soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went 

there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you 

seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am 

he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to 

them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them 

again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 
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answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 
9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave 

me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and 

struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name 

was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall 

I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews 

arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the 

father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas 

who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should 

die for the people. 
 

The first candle is extinguished.  

 

1st Meditation | O Lord, Hear My Prayer WOV 772

 
 

The people are seated until the final gospel passage.  
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+ 
The Gospel Continues John 18:15-27 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that 

disciple was known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the 

courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the 

other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the 

servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant 

girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's disciples, 

are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers had made a 

charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming 

themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. 
 

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 
20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always 

taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I 

have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have 

heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had said 

these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, 

saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If 

what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is 

right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound to 

Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, 

“You also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I 

am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man 

whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with 

him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 
 

The second candle is extinguished.  
 

2nd Meditation | Silence for Reflection 
 

+ + 
 



 34 

The Gospel Continues John 18:28-19:3 

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's 

headquarters. It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the 

governor's headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat 

the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation 

do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were 

not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said 

to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews 

said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to 

fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was 

going to die. 
 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, 

“Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your 

own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I 

a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 

What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. 

If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, 

that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from 

the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 

“You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose 

I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is 

of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I 

find no guilt in him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man 

for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the 

Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now 

Barabbas was a robber. 
 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted 

together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a 

purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and 

struck him with their hands.  

The third candle is extinguished. 
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3rd Meditation | Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes LBW 112 

 

+ + + 
 

The Gospel Continues John 19:4-16 

4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you 

that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 
 

5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 

said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers 

saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 

“Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 
 

7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he 

ought to die because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate 

heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his 
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headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave 

him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you 

not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless 

it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to 

you has the greater sin.” 
 

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you 

release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself 

a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought 

Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone 

Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation 

of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, 

“Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, 

crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief 

priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him 

over to them to be crucified. 
 

The fourth candle is extinguished.  
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4th Meditation Hymn | Ah, Holy Jesus (Verse 2) LBW 123 

 

+ + + + 
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The Gospel Continues John 19:16b-18 

So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place 

called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There 

they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 

between them.  
 

The fifth candle is extinguished.  
 

5th Meditation | Jesus, Remember Me (Repeat) WOV 740 

 
 

+ + + + + 
 

The Gospel Continues John 19:19-27 

19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for 

the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in 
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Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am 

King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 
 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided 

them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic 

was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one 

another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This 

was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 
 

“They divided my garments among them, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his 

mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then 

he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the 

disciple took her to his own home. 
 

The sixth candle is extinguished.  
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6th Meditation Hymn | O Sacred Head (Verses 1, 3) ELW 351 

+ + + + + +  
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The people stand for the conclusion of the Gospel and the final meditation hymn. 
 

The Gospel Continues John 19:28-42 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 

Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 

sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not 

remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the 

Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be 

taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the 

other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and 

saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the 

soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and 

water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he 

knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36 For these 

things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones 

will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him 

whom they have pierced.” 
 

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but 

secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body 

of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his 

body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came 

bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in 

weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with 

the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he 

was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which 

no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, 

since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
 

The seventh candle is extinguished.  

Homily Pastor Justin Baker 
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7th | Were You There (Ernie: 3; Congregation: 1-2,4-5) LBW 92 

 
+ + + + + + +  
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The Bidding Prayer (circa 3rd century) 
P Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy Church of God throughout 

the world, that God the almighty Father guide her and gather her 

together.  
 

A brief silence is kept for prayer following each of the bidding prayers.  
 

P   Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in 

Jesus Christ. Guide the work of the Church. Help her to persevere in 

faith, proclaim your name, and bring salvation to people everywhere. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C Amen 

+ 
 

A Let us pray for Bishop Dan Selbo, for all ministers of the North 

American Lutheran Church, for our pastor and lay ministers, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people of God. 
 

A brief silence is kept for prayer.  
 

P Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes 

her holy. Strengthen and uphold our pastors and our leaders; keep them 

in health and safety for the good of the Church, and help each of us to 

do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

+ 
 

A Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters who share our faith in Jesus 

Christ.  
 

A brief silence is kept for prayer.  
 

P Almighty and eternal God, you give your Church her unity. Look with 

favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. We are all consecrated to you by 

our Baptism; make us one in the fullness of faith, and keep us one in the 

fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 
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A Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the Word of God.  
 

A brief silence is kept for prayer.  
 

P Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to 

Abraham and his posterity. Hear the prayers of your Church that the 

people you called your own may receive the fulfillment of the 

covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

+ 
 

A Let us pray for those who do not believe in Christ. 
 

A brief silence is kept for prayer.  
 

P Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not yet acknowledge 

Christ to receive the truth of the Gospel. Help us to grow in love for one 

another, that we may serve as witnesses of You, revealing your love in 

the sight of all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

+ 
 

A Let us pray for those who serve in public office.  
 

A brief silence is kept for prayer.  
 

P Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and 

oppressed. In your goodness, watch over those in authority, so that 

people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the 

goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

+ 
 

A Let us pray that God, the almighty and merciful Father, may heal the 

sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly 

deprived of liberty, and rid the world of falsehood, hunger, and disease. 

Especially we pray for: 
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 The names of those for whom we pray are lifted up.  

 

A brief silence is kept for prayer.  
 

P Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new 

courage to those who have lost heart. Hear the prayers of all who call on 

you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in 

their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

 

P Finally, let us pray as our Lord Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

        hallowed be thy name, 

        thy kingdom come,  

        thy will be done,  

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

      but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

      and the power, and the glory,  

      forever and ever.  Amen 
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Hymn | Savior, When in Dust to You LBW 91 
Solo, Ernie Carns, Verses 2-3 Congregation: Verses 1, 4 
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Solemn Reproaches (circa 9th century) 
P O my people, O my Church, what have I done to you? How have I 

offended you? Answer me. I led you out of slavery into freedom, and 

delivered you through the waters of rebirth, but you have prepared a 

cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

P I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you brought forth bitter fruit; I 

made you branches of the vine and never left your side, but you have 

prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

P I gave you my peace which the world could not give, and you draw the 

sword and strike in my name. I washed your feet as the sign of my love, 

and you seek high places in my kingdom. I offered you my Body and 

Blood, and you deny me, scatter, and abandon me. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

P I send you the Spirit of truth to guide you, and you close your hearts to the 

Counselor. I pray that you be one as the Father and I are one, but you 

continue to quarrel and divide. I chose you out of the world to go and 

bring forth fruit, and you hate me and break my commandments. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 

P I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross; I redeemed 

you from death and prepared for you everlasting life, but you have 

prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P Oh my people, O my Church, what more could I have done for you? 

Answer me. I came to you in the least of your brothers and sisters, but I 

was hungry and you gave me no food, thirsty and you gave me no drink, 

a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross 

for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, 
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cross, and death between your judgement and our souls, now and in the 

hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to 

the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners 

everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live 

and reign, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Final Meditation | Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335 

 

 

A peal of thunder and crashing is heard. The congregation leaves in silence.  



 

+ VIGIL OF EASTER + 
 

Service of Light 
The congregation gathers just outside of the Narthex, by the fire. When the 

congregation has gathered, the pastor inscribes the paschal candle, as he says these 

words:  

 
P Christ yesterday and today [Cross] 

The beginning [Alpha] and the end [Omega] 

His are all times [2] and all ages [0] 

To him be glory and dominion [2], 

Through all the ages of eternity [6]. 

C Amen 

 
P May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts 

and minds. 

 

The candles are lit from the Paschal candle, then the outside fire is extinguished. All 

follow the pastor into the narthex for the procession.  

 

PROCESSION 
The following is said at the entrance, halfway, and just before the altar:  

A The light of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

A The light of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

A The light of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



51 

 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
A Rejoice, now, all heavenly choirs of angels,  and celebrate the divine 

mysteries with exultation; and, for the victory of so great a King, 

sound the trumpet of salvation.  
 

Exult, also, O earth, enlightened with such radiance; and, made 

brilliant by the splendor of the eternal King, know that the ancient 

darkness has been banished from all the world. 
  

Be glad also, O mother Church, clothed with the brightness of such a 

light, and let this house resound with the triumphant voices of the 

peoples.  
 

Wherefore, dearly beloved, who stand in the clarity of this bright and 

holy light, join with me, I ask you, in praising the lovingkindness of 

almighty God; through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

rules with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen 

 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

A It is indeed right and salutary that we should with full devotion of 

heart and mind and voice praise the invisible God, the Father 

Almighty, and his only Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ; who paid for us the 

debt of Adam to the eternal Father, and who by his precious blood 

redeemed us from the bondage to the ancient sin.  
 

For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain,  

 by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy.  
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This is the night in which, in ancient times, you delivered our 

forebears, the children of Israel, from the land of Egypt; and led them, 

dry-shod, through the Red Sea.  
 

This, indeed, is the night in which the darkness of sin has been purged 

away by the rising brightness. 
  

This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from 

evil and the gloom of sin, are renewed in grace, and are restored to 

holiness. 
  

This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises 

from hell in triumph.  
 

For it would have profited us nothing to be born had we not also been 

redeemed.  
 

Oh, how wonderful the condescension of your lovingkindness!  
 

Oh, how inestimable the goodness of your love, that to redeem a slave 

you delivered up your Son!  
 

O necessary sin of Adam that is wiped away by the death of Christ! 
  

O happy fault that was worthy to have so great a Redeemer!  
 

O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and 

the hour wherein Christ arose again from hell!  
 

This is the night of which it is written: “and the night is as clear as the 

day”; and, “then shall my night be turned into day.” 
 

The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; 

washes away sin; restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who 

mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; and humbles earthly pride.  

 

Incense may be used.  
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A Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O holy Father, this evening 

sacrifice of praise; which the Church lays before you in the solemn 

offering of the candle. We sing the glories of this pillar of fire,  

the brightness of which is not diminished, even when its light is 

divided and borrowed.  
 

For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, have 

made for the substance of this candle.  
 

O night truly blessed in which heaven and earth are joined—things 

human and things divine.  
 

We, therefore, pray to you, O Lord, that this candle, burning to the 

honor of your name, will continue to vanquish the darkness of this 

night and be mingled with the lights of heaven. 
 

May he who is the morning star find it burning—that morning star 

which never sets, that morning star which, rising again from the grave, 

faithfully sheds light on all mankind.  
 

And we pray, O Lord, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual 

protection your whole Church, giving us peace in this time of our 

paschal rejoicing; through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen 
 

Those in the congregation then extinguish their candles and are seated. Then the 

service of readings begins.  
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Service of Readings 
 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 1:1-3:24 
 

1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 And God said, “Let 

there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. 

And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst 

of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God 

made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse 

from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God 

called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the second day. 
 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry 

land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 

God saw that it was good. 
 

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and 

fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on 

the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants 

yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which 

is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 

separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, 

and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the 

heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the 

two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 

the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens 
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to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 

20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So 

God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, 

with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged 

bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God 

blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fifth day. 
 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to 

their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according 

to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth 

according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and 

everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 
 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 

27 So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 

    male and female he created them. 
 

28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 

the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 

seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 

You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every 

bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything 
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that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it 

was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was 

very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

2 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he 

rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 So God 

blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all 

his work that he had done in creation. 
 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 
5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the 

field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the 

land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up 

from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 7 then the 

LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the 

LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man 

whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to 

spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree 

of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil. 
 

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and 

became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that 

flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the 

gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The name of 

the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole 

land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows 

east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 

and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may 

surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
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good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 

surely die.” 
 

18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I 

will make him a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God 

had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and 

brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the 

man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names 

to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the 

field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the LORD 

God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one 

of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD 

God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 

man. 23 Then the man said, 
 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

    and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called Woman, 

    because she was taken out of Man.” 

 

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were 

both naked and were not ashamed. 
 

3 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that 

the LORD God had made. 
 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree 

in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 

of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest 

you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 
5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that 

the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 

tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and 
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she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they 

sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 

of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called 

to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 

myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 

ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 

done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you above all livestock 

    and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

    and you shall bruise his heel.” 
16 To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 

    in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 

    and he shall rule over you.” 
17 And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

    and have eaten of the tree 
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of which I commanded you, 

    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 

    you shall eat bread, 

till you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, 

    and to dust you shall return.” 
 

20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all 

living. 21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of 

skins and clothed them. 
 

22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in 

knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the 

tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him 

out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 
24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the 

cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to 

the tree of life. 
 

Silence for reflection 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of 

human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let 

us share the divine life of him who came to share our humanity, Jesus 

Christ your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen 
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SECOND LESSON Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 
 

7 1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your 

household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this 

generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and 

his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 
3 and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep 

their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days I will 

send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing 

that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah 

did all that the LORD had commanded him. 
 

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the 

seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great 

deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain 

fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day 

Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the 

three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, 

according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and 

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and 

every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. 15 They went into 

the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of 

life. 16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God 

had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in. 
 

17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and 

bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed 

and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the 

waters. 
 

8 6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had 

made 7 and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried 

up from the earth. 8 Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters 

had subsided from the face of the ground. 9 But the dove found no place to 

set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on 
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the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and 

brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and 

again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove came back to 

him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive 

leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 12 Then he 

waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return 

to him anymore. 
 

13 In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the 

month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the 

covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 
14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth 

had dried out. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and 

your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. 17 Bring out with 

you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and 

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the 

earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out, and 

his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. 
 

9 8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish 

my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living 

creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the 

earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the 

earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be 

cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 

destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 

make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 

future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of 

the covenant between me and the earth. 
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Silence for reflection 
 

P Let us pray. O God, strength of the powerless and light in all darkness: 

Look in mercy upon your Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery, 

that it may be an ark of peace in the midst of chaos. Let the whole 

world experience and see that what was fallen is being raised up, that 

what was old is being made new, and that all things are being restored 

to wholeness through him from whom they first took being, your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 
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THIRD LESSON Genesis 22:1-18 
 

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And 

he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom 

you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 

offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham 

rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 

men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering 

and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third 

day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy 

will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham 

took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took 

in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And 

Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 

son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 

burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for 

a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
 

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 

the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand 

and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to 

him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for 

now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 

only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and 

behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 

Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 

instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD 

will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 

provided.”  
 

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have 
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done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely 

bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven 

and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 

gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 

be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 

Silence for reflection  
 

P Let us pray. God and Father of all the faithful, you promised Abraham 

that he would become the father of all nations, and through this 

paschal mystery you increase your chosen people throughout the 

world. Help us respond to your call by joyfully accepting the new life 

of grace. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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SEVENTH LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of 

the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2 And he led me round among them; and behold, there were very many 

upon the valley; and lo, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of 

man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, thou knowest.” 
4 Again he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: 

Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay 

sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 

that I am the LORD.” 
 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a 

noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8 And as I looked, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 

them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the 

breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 

upon their feet, an exceedingly great host. 
 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are clean cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 

GOD: Behold, I will open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O 

my people; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel. 13 And you 

shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you 

from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

you shall live, and I will place you in your own land; then you shall know 

that I, the LORD, have spoken, and I have done it, says the LORD.” 
 

Silence for reflection 
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P Let us pray. O God, by the Passover of the Son you have brought us 

out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life. Give us such an 

understanding of your mercy that, in receiving the gifts of Word and 

Sacrament now, we may learn to hope for all your gifts to come; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

EIGHTH LESSON Isaiah 4:2-6 
2 In that day the branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious, and the 

fruit of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. 3 And 

he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, every 

one who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, 4 when the Lord shall have 

washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains 

of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of 

burning. 5 Then the LORD will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and 

over her assemblies a cloud by day, and smoke and the shining of a flaming 

fire by night; for over all the glory there will be a canopy and a pavilion. 6 It 

will be for a shade by day from the heat, and for a refuge and a shelter from 

the storm and rain. 

 

Silence for reflection 

 

P Let us pray. O God, by the word of the prophets you are known in the 

Church as the sower of the good seed, the keeper of the chosen 

vineyard. Grant to your people, who are called your vine and your 

harvest, that, cleansed of all thorns and briars, they may abundantly 

bring forth good fruit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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NINTH LESSON Exodus 12:1-24 
 

1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month 

shall be for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the 

year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this 

month they shall take every man a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a 

lamb for a household; 4 and if the household is too small for a lamb, then a 

man and his neighbor next to his house shall take according to the number 

of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for 

the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old; you shall 

take it from the sheep or from the goats; 6 and you shall keep it until the 

fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation 

of Israel shall kill their lambs in the evening. 7 Then they shall take some of 

the blood, and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 

which they eat them. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted; with 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw 

or boiled with water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 
10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning, anything that 

remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: 

your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 

and you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s passover. 12 For I will pass 

through the land of Egypt that night, and I will smite all the first-born in the 

land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, upon 

the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 

and no plague shall fall upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 

Egypt. 
 

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast 

to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as an 

ordinance for ever. 15 Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the first 

day you shall put away leaven out of your houses, for if any one eats what 

is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut 

off from Israel. 16 On the first day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the 
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seventh day a holy assembly; no work shall be done on those days; but 

what every one must eat, that only may be prepared by you. 17 And you 

shall observe the feast of unleavened bread, for on this very day I brought 

your hosts out of the land of Egypt: therefore you shall observe this day, 

throughout your generations, as an ordinance for ever. 18 In the first month, 

on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened 

bread, and so until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 19 For seven 

days no leaven shall be found in your houses; for if any one eats what is 

leavened, that person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, 

whether he is a sojourner or a native of the land. 20 You shall eat nothing 

leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.” 
 

21 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel, and said to them, “Select lambs 

for yourselves according to your families, and kill the passover lamb. 22 Take 

a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and touch 

the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood which is in the basin; and 

none of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning. 23 For 

the LORD will pass through to slay the Egyptians; and when he sees the 

blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the 

door, and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to slay you. 
24 You shall observe this rite as an ordinance for you and for your sons for 

ever. 
 

Silence for reflection 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, wonderful in all your 

works: Let your people understand that even more marvelous than the 

world’s creation is your gift at the end of time: the sacrifice of our 

Passover Lamb, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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TENTH LESSON Jonah 3:1-10 
1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell 

you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the 

LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in 

breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he 

cried, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people 

of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 

from the greatest of them to the least of them. 
 

6 Then tidings reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 

removed his robe, and covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 
7 And he made proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the 

decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, 

taste anything; let them not feed, or drink water, 8 but let man and beast be 

covered with sackcloth, and let them cry mightily to God; yea, let every one 

turn from his evil way and from the violence which is in his hands. 9 Who 

knows, God may yet repent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we 

perish not?” 
 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God 

repented of the evil which he had said he would do to them; and he did not 

do it. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

P Let us pray. O God, you have united all nations in the confession of 

your name. Now give us the will and the power to do what you 

command, that the faith of the people whom you call to everlasting life 

may direct their speech and actions; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen 
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TWELFTH LESSON Daniel 3:1-29 
 

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty 

cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the 

province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the 

satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 

justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to the 

dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the 

satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 

justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for 

the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And 

they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And the 

herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and 

languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship 

the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever 

does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a burning 

fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the 

horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the 

peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image 

that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
 

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously 

accused the Jews. 9 They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live 

forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 

music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does 

not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There 

are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province 

of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no 

attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image 

that you have set up.” 
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13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the 

king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the 

golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the 

sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 

music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. 

But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning 

fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be 

so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 

furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it 

known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 

golden image that you have set up.” 
 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his 

face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered 

the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 And he 

ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these 

men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other 

garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because 

the king's order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire 

killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And 

these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 

burning fiery furnace. 
 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He 

declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” 

They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 He answered and 

said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and 

they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
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26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; 

he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High 

God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and 

the king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had 

any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not 

singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon 

them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered 

his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and 

yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their 

own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that 

speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no 

other god who is able to rescue in this way.” 

 

Silence for reflection 
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THE LITANY 
A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  

 let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of

 God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and

 praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen 
 

P O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the 

Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption 

which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body 

and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  

 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there 

was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven 

and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
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lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards 

trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 

not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 

here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he 

is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to 

tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 

they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and 

there they will see me.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY Pastor Justin Baker 
 

THE PRAYERS 
A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

 

The congregation lifts up names and prayers. After each portion of the prayers: 

 
A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface for Easter 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everliving God.  
 

But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of 

our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take 

away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising 

has brought us to eternal life.  
 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
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and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Eucharistic Prayer IV  
P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,  

 whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to 

proclaim to us your will.  
 

He is your Word, inseparable from you. Through him you created all 

things, and in him you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven 

to a virgin's womb.  
 

He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. It is he, our Lord Jesus, 

who fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched 

out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust 

you.  
 

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy 

death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give 

light to the righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the 

resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:  
 

Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying:  
  

This is my blood poured out for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup 

before you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 

before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  
 

And we ask you: Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;  

 gather into one all who share this bread and wine;  

 fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,  

 that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.  
 

Through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy Church both now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

P Let us pray:  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 
 

P Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

C Therefore let us keep the feast!  

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Those assembled commune. Then, all stand and the minister says:  

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Psalm 136 may be said or sung. The response is said by the congregation.  

Give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever.  

Give thanks to the | God of gods,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever.  

Give thanks to the | Lord of lords,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who only | does great wonders,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who by wisdom | made the heavens,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who spread out the earth up- | on the waters,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who creat- | ed great lights,* 

 for his mercy en- | dures forever; 

the sun to | rule the day,* 

 for his mercy en- | dures forever; 

the moon and the stars to gov- | ern the night,* 

 for his mercy en- | dures forever; 

who struck down the first- | born of Egypt,* 

 for his mercy en- | dures forever; 

and brought out Israel | from among them,* 

 for his mercy en- | dures forever; 

with a mighty hand and a | stretched-out arm,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who divided the Red | Sea in two,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

and made Israel to pass | through the midst of it,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

but swept Pharaoh and his army in- | to the Red Sea,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  
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who led his people | through the wilderness,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who struck | down great kings,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

and slew | mighty kings,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

Sihon, king | of the Amorites,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

and Og, the | king of Bashan,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

and gave away their lands for | an inheritance,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

an inheritance for Isra- | el his servant,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who remembered us in our | low estate,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

and delivered us | from our enemies,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever;  

who gives food | to all creatures,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever.  

Give thanks to the | God of heaven,*  

 for his mercy en- | dures forever.  

 

BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen 

 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 


