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PRELUDE 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     Setting Gordon Young (1919-1998) 
 

P In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen  
 

35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 

crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 
 

P The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  

C Amen 
 

P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 

P to herald your love in the morning 

C your truth at the close of the day. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—

but some is known only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 

forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace. 

P By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in him we are 

forgiven. We rest now in his peace and rise in the morning to serve him. 
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IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER LH 59 
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THE LESSONS 

 

THE FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 2:2-5 
 

2 It shall come to pass in the latter days 

    that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 
3     and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 

    and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

    neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5 O house of Jacob, 

    come, let us walk 

    in the light of the LORD. 
 

P Here ends the reading.  

C Amen 

 

ISAIAH 7:10-15 (read responsively by verse) 
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz:  
11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven.”  
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12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”  
13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 

weary men, that you weary my God also?  
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good. 
 

Praise to Yahweh, the God of Israel! From everlasting and unto 

everlasting. Amen! Yes! Amen! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 1:26-38a 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 

of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to 

her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she 

was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 

this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 

be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 

with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 

me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

P Here ends the reading.  C Amen 
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten LH 98 
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THE HOMILY PASTOR JUSTIN BAKER 
 

 

THE RESPONSE  
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM LH 647 
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THE PRAYERS 
 

L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C listen to my cry. 
 

L Keep me as the apple of your eye; 

C hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
 

L In righteousness I shall see you; 

C when I awake, your presence will give me joy. 
 

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

L For all those who are lonely, desolate, hurting, and ill, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

L For all those in poverty, imprisonment, sin, and darkness, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

L For all those who will gather with friend and family in celebration, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

L For all those for whom we offer now our prayers, either silently or 

aloud:  

 

~ A period of time is given for names to be offered to the Lord in prayer ~ 

 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy.  
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L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.  

C   Amen 

L Gracious Lord, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good 

we were permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we 

commit it to you. We entrust to you the night; we rest in surety, for you 

are our help, and you neither slumber nor sleep. 

C Amen 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

P Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace, such as the world 

cannot give. Set your troubled hearts at rest, and banish your fears. 

(John 14:27) 

 

Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand and he will lift you up 

in due time. Cast all your cares on him, for you are his charge. Be 

sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith. 

(1 Peter 5:6-9a) 
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THE ADVENT OF OUR KING LH 68 
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P Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may 

watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 

P Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been 

fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have 

prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the nations 

and the glory of your people Israel.  

C Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen  

P Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may 

watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless you and keep you. 

C Amen 

 

The congregation exits the sanctuary.  

 

POSTLUDE 

O Blessed Emmanuel  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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