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Dear Future Camper:

It is hard to believe that it is time to gather “on the Mountain” for Coaches Camp 2026. We are headed back home – headed back to YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly in Black Mountain, NC.  We do not take it for granted that you give up vacation time, financial resources, and many other things to participate in this camp. Our camp staff takes the responsibility very seriously to make sure we seek the Lord and prepare every detail with the direction of His Spirit.  
A key ingredient for you and your family to be prepared for the Lord to teach you during the week is that you feel comfortable and prepared upon arrival. We want to do our part in making sure we give you details and answer your questions. The things included in this letter are not “all-inclusive” but will help you in preparation. Please, feel free to contact us at any time with questions. 
· Food 
· All meals from Monday dinner through Friday breakfast are provided. 
· Feel free to bring snacks for your family. 
· There is a Coffee Shop that serves Starbucks and a store that opens in the afternoons with ice cream and additional small snacks/drinks. 
· Ingle’s grocery store is only a few miles from camp if needed and any other store can be found within a 20-minute drive. 
· Free Time 
· Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons offer Free Time and there are a few options.  
· Many kids (and parents) play in the creek during this time. 
· The pool is not there this year, but we are working on a few things.
· Shopping in multiple sites 
· Just be prepared with clothing, etc. 
· Clothing 
· The camp is VERY casual (workout clothes, shorts, t-shirts) 
· You will sweat so bring extra. 
· Bug spray is not a bad idea. 
· Rain jacket – there may be a chance of rain. 
· Light jacket/long sleeves are not a bad idea – it can get chilly in the evenings. 
· Children 
· 0-2 years of age – there will be a nursery provided for both morning and evening during adult worship and huddle times. 
· 3-5 years of age – Must be potty trained to attend.  Class is morning and evening (during adult worship and huddle times). They have recreation, crafts, snacks and story time.
· 6-10 years of age – Elementary Age – Much like VBS (snacks, recreation, crafts, Bible Story based on Camp Theme, Huddle Time) Also meets morning and evening. 
· Middle School and High School – will start in worship in the morning and evening but then split off to their own huddles for discussion and competitions. These are led by two faithful couples that have been attending this camp since they were young children.  They graciously take time from their schedules to come and pour into the teens and enjoy the camp.
· Adults 
· Two worship times (morning and evening) 
· Huddle Time – group of about 10 (same gender) that will discuss topics of life and from messages. Huddles will also compete against each other. Some do opt out of competition due to injuries or health. 
· Social Time - each evening after worship. Special time to get to know your huddle and their spouse. (The huddles are split in a way that allows for a set of husbands to be together while the wives are in a coinciding female huddle) 
· Housing 
· YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly has a combination of hotel style, lodge style and cabins.  
· Not all facilities are air conditioned because of the mountain – not a bad idea to pack some type of fan (or be prepared to visit Dollar General or another store) 
· Bedding and bath towels are provided. 
· A small amount of soap, shampoo, etc. is provided – I would bring extra. 
· General 
· Each camper 6 years old and above will receive a Camp Bible, a t-shirt, and a lanyard. 
· In addition, adults will receive a camp notebook. 
· There will be a Camp Store. It will include FCA gear and possibly a few resources that you can purchase. It accepts cash or Credit Card. 
· You will be on a mountain and things are spread out. Make sure you wear/have comfortable shoes. 
 FIRST TIME GUESTS: we know that a new experience can be overwhelming and can even ruin the entire week. We want you to have as much information as possible AND to feel comfortable at camp. Here are two things that we think will really help: 

1.     Feel free to contact Brett or Stacey Turner – Camp Directors - bturner@fca.org or 864-616-5441 or sturner@fca.org or 864-616-8751 with ANY questions or concerns 
 
2.     Many families are “repeat customers” and would love to walk beside you to help with your camp experience. We will be glad to introduce you to a family at camp that can help you know where things are, when things are and anything else that might arise. Please, do not hesitate to let us know if you desire this! It will help your experience if you are attending for the first time. 



We are glad you will spend a week “up on the mountain.” It is a special place and has been for many years. The first FCA Camp occurred at this facility in 1964 and Coaches Camp has happened every year since 1976 at Blue Ridge Assembly. We intend for 2026 to be another great year. Our goal is that you will be: 
· ENGAGED with Christ, your family, and others. 
· EQUIPPED with resources, events, etc. to continue Christ-transformation through the platform of sports. 
· EMPOWERED to pass on to other coaches and families to walk this same path with Christ. 
We look forward to serving you up on the mountain.  Travel safe and we will see you soon.
Brett and Stacey 
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