
Dear Families, 

Today we join schools around the world in celebrating World Teachers’ Day — 
a special time to recognize the incredible work our teachers do every single 
day. 

At St. Michael’s, our teachers work hard to inspire curiosity, encourage creativi-
ty, and help students discover their unique strengths. Their patience, care, and 
dedication make our school a place where everyone can learn, grow, and suc-
ceed. 

We thank our amazing teachers for all they do to make a difference in the lives of our students. Happy 
World Teachers’ Day to our wonderful teachers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Simon/PAM 

On Friday 24 October, the SIMON service, including access to the Parent Access Module (PAM) and 
SIMONEverywhere mobile application were taken offline after some unusual login attempts were detect-
ed. This involved the unauthorised use of student and staff user credentials to create fake accounts. 

St. Michael's and SIMONSchools take cyber security very seriously. External experts have been engaged 
to help ensure we take all appropriate action in response to this activity. 
From our investigation to date, we do not have any evidence to suggest that any user information held 
on the platform has been affected, or that any other systems are involved. Should this position change, 
we will notify relevant parties as required. 
Students will be able to access SIMON whilst logged in on-campus, however we will be keeping 
SIMONEverywhere and the Parent Access Module (PAM) offline until further notice. This precaution is 
being taken to ensure the safety and security of all users while we work to further understand this unu-
sual activity and resolve the situation. 

Friday October 31st 2025 



 
If you need to log a student absence during this period, update important medical information or provide 
consent for an excursion, please contact our school directly via admin@smdaylesford.catholic.edu.au or 
(03) 5348 1261. 
We understand this may cause some inconvenience and appreciate your patience and support as we 
work to restore full service. 
We will be in touch with a further update regarding access to PAM and SIMON Everywhere as soon as we 
can. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Golf 

All the very best to Mason, Jack, Archie, Jesse, Alex, Vernisia and Myla who will be representing our 
school at the Primary School Golf Tournament being held at Midlands Golf Club today.  
 
Congratulations  
Congratulations to Olivia King (daughter of Shay King) who will be getting married this weekend! Shay has 
been on long service leave this week to help Olivia prepare for the big day.  
 

Swimming 

We look forward to swimming lessons taking place each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday during Weeks 
6 & 7. A letter will be sent via email to families next week. We ask that students make sure they bring the 
following items with them to school on swimming days: 
 

- Swimwear appropriate for physical activity (to be worn under school uniform) 
- Towel 
- Thongs or crocs 

- Spare underwear 

- Plastic bag for wet bathers/towel 
- Goggles are optional. 
- Comb or brush, if needed 

 

All items need to be clearly labelled. Swimming caps will be provided.  
 
Uniform 

A reminder that students need to be in their full, correct summer uniform, and MUST have their hats 
with them to be able to be outside for both PE/SPort and for recess and lunch break. Please ensure your 
child only wears their runners on PE/Sport days. 
Hats MUST be worn in order for students to play outside at recess or lunch, or participate in PE lessons. 



 Dates 

Please take note of the following dates for this term: 

 

Week 5 

Sunday November 2: Sacrament of Eucharist Dismissal #1: St. Peter’s Church beginning 10:30am 

Monday November 3: School Closure Day 

Tuesday November 4: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday  
 

Week 6 

Sunday November 9: Sacrament of Eucharist Dismissal #2: St. Peter’s Church beginning 10:30am 

Monday November 10: Swimming  
Tuesday November 11: Remembrance Day and Swimming 

Wednesday November 13: Swimming (no lunch orders) 

Friday November 14: Innovation 2 Assembly in the Presentation Centre at 9:05am  
 

Week 7 

Sunday November 16: Sacrament of Eucharist Dismissal #3: St. Peter’s Church beginning 10:30am 

Monday November 17: Swimming 

Tuesday November 18: Swimming 

Wednesday November 19: Swimming (no lunch orders) 

 

Week 8 

Sunday November 23: Sacrament of Eucharist at St. Peter’s Church beginning 10:30am 

Tuesday November 25: 2026 Foundation Morning #2 

Friday November 28: Innovation 2 Assembly in the Presentation Centre at 9:05am  
 

Week 9 

Tuesday December 2: Going Up Day (9am-11am) all families are invited to gather for morning tea in the 
Presentation Centre during this time  
Wednesday December 3: Final lunch orders for the year  
 

Week 10 

Tuesday December 9: Daylesford Secondary College Transition Day  
Thursday December 11: Year 6 Graduation  
Friday December 12: Discovery 1 Assembly in the Presentation Centre at 9:05am 

 

Week 11 

Monday December 15: Year 6 Fun Day 

Wednesday December 17: Final day for students, end of Year Mass (9:30am-10:30am), and Awards 
(10:30am-11am) at St. Peter’s Church, whole school picnic at Jubilee Lake and reports home.  
Thursday December 18: Final day for staff  



2026 staff 

Our 2026 staff will be as follows: 
• Foundation: Shay King  

• Yr 1/2 Breanna Millard 
• Yr 2/3/4: Claire Allen 

• Yr 4/5: Sarah Mooney  
• Yr 6: Lorelle Griffin (Monday-Thursday) & Tim Hogan (Friday) 

• Specialist: Emmanuel Kerr and Claire O’Connor 
• Learning Support: Helen Kelly, Kim Grimes, Juliette Scanlon, Laura Buby and Caitie Irving  

• Administration: Leah Monaghan 
• Grounds and Maintenance: Paul Martin  

 
 

School Closure Dates - 2026 

Closure dates for 2026 are currently being finalised. This information will be shared with families as soon 
as it becomes available.  
 

Camp - save the date  
Our 2026 camp for Years 3-6 students will be taking place at Sovereign Hill from Wednesday February 25 - 
Friday February 27.  
 
 

LEARNING & TEACHING 

 
 

Little Feet Big Footprints  
On Monday, Our Year 6 students participated in this year's final Little Feet Big Footprints session at Our 
Lady Help of Christians, Wendouree. Each student is to be commended on the respective contributions 
they made throughout the year. These contributions were captured in the thoughtful speeches they de-
livered. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Professional Learning with Shane Crawford 

On Wednesday, we welcomed Shane Crawford - Director of EduPoint to our school. Over the past 6 
years, Shane has worked with St. Michael’s students and staff on how we can maximize learning and 
teaching opportunities at school.  
 

A St Michael’s Learner….. 
 

Learning Clarity - Understanding of Learning 

• Knows and understands how they learn best 

• Knows the learning intentions and success criteria 
• Has goals to support their learning 

• Has clarity around where they are at with their learning and where to next 
• Is well-rounded and connects their learning to different ways of knowing 

• Applies their knowledge to real-world scenarios 
• Feedback skills - can both give and receive feedback from others 

 

A learner understands how they learn best and the learning intentions and success criteria, 
sets goals to support their learning, possesses clarity about their current progress and next 

steps, connects their learning to various perspectives, applies knowledge to real-world 

scenarios, and effectively gives and receives feedback. 
 
Dispositions - Collaboration 

• Is collaborative and can express their thoughts and feelings freely 

• Can empathise with others 
• Is collaborative and curious 

• Isn’t afraid to make mistakes 
• Sees mistakes as opportunities for growth 

• Understands when and how they need support 
• Knows what to do when they don’t know what to do 

• Knows that it’s OK not to know 
• Persistent and never gives up 

• Open-minded to alternative perspectives 

• Resilient – grit will persevere in challenges 
• Shows courage and grit in the face of challenge 

• Critical thinker – questions things: the why not and how to 
• Resourceful – knows how they learn and how they can go about solving problems 

• Uses a range of resources to assist with learning – not just the teacher 
• Respectful – dignity for the human person regardless of who they are 

 
A learner demonstrates collaboration by expressing thoughts and feelings freely while empathizing with 
others and remaining curious; embraces a growth mindset by viewing mistakes as opportunities for 
growth, knowing when and how to seek support being comfortable with uncertainty; exhibits resilience 
and grit through persistence, open-mindedness, and courage in challenges; engages in critical thinking, is 
resourceful in understanding their learning process and utilising various resources beyond the teacher; 
and shows respect by upholding the dignity of every individual. 



St Michael’s 5 -Modelling Values 

• Follows and models the St Michael’s 5 

• Feels safe and supported in their learning environment 
• Is a good role model to their peers 

• Takes full responsibility 
• Empathetic – understands that everyone is different and that’s ok 

• Contributes positively toward a respectful learning environment 
 

A learner embodies the St Michael’s 5 by modelling its values, feeling safe and supported in 

their learning environment, serving as a positive role model to peers, taking full 
responsibility, demonstrating empathy towards individual differences, and contributing 

positively to a respectful learning atmosphere. 

 
 
Engagement - Willingness to Try 

• Gives things a go even if it’s something not of interest 

• Are focused learners 
• Demonstrates autonomy 

• Exhibits independence as they get what they put in 
• Independent and confident to have a go 

• Learns from others 
• Motivated to be better than yesterday  

 

A learner demonstrates engagement by willingly trying new things, maintaining focus and 

independence, exhibiting autonomy, learning from others, and being motivated to improve 

themselves each day. 

 
Catholic Learner - Spirituality 

• Exhibits a sense of belief in the greater good 

• Embodies Gospel values promoting a nurturing environment and Catholic identify 
 

A Catholic learner exhibits a belief in the greater good and embodies Gospel values that 

promote a nurturing environment and a strong Catholic identity. 
 

As you can see, an extensive list has been created! As a staff, we will now spend some time creating 10 ‘A 
St. Michael’s Learner’ statements which can be followed by students.  

 
 
WELLBEING 
 

School TV 

It is not always easy for children to always know how to manage friendships. Learning how to make new 
friends and keep them involves a number of skills every young person needs to understand and develop. 
For some these skills will come very naturally, allowing them to easily move between different friendship 
groups, sharing their experiences and opening up to new people. For others, this can be much harder to 
navigate. Belonging to a group that is like-minded with similar interests is highly beneficial to a child’s 
wellbeing. Friendships are full of ups and downs and it is better for kids to learn how to manage and 
build their own friendships, even though as an adult you may be tempted to interfere. For more infor-
mation, visit: https://smdaylesford.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/friendship-belonging 



CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
 
Sacramental program 

We wish Makyskym, Belle, Hudson, Mackenzie and Tristan all the best as they prepare to receive the Sac-
rament of Eucharist over the coming weeks. Please see dates below: 
 

Sunday November 2 - Dismissal #1 (St. Peter’s Church @ 10:30am) 

Sunday November 9 - Dismissal #2 (St. Peter’s Church @ 10:30am) 

Sunday November 16 - Dismissal #3 (St. Peter’s Church @ 10:30am) 

 

The Sacrament of Eucharist will be celebrated on Sunday November 23 (St. Peter’s Church @ 10:30am). 
 

Mini Vinnies 

Well done to Archie, Sophia and Kul who spent some time at the Daylesford Kindergarten on Wednesday, 
helping the students create their very own puppet shows. Many thanks to Juliette who supported the 
students with this activity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A large number of Mini Vinnies students have been working with St. Peter’s Parishioners Millie and Jude 
as we work towards preparing a concert we can share with the residents of Hepburn House. It is antici-
pated the Mini Vinnies will also be organising a school disco towards the end of the school year. Stay 
tuned for more information.  
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

Swiss Italian Festa 

Many thanks to the students and families who represented our school at the Swiss Italian Festa Parade 
last weekend. Thanks also to Signora Claire for her hard work in preparing for and appropriately acknowl-
edging this significant community event.  
 

On Friday November 7, Myla, Vernisia and Leni will be raising money for MND. Please see information 
below. 
 

Playgroup 

Our playgroup will continue each Friday morning (10am-11am) in our Presentation Centre. All families 
with preschool aged children are most welcome to attend.  
 

World Festival of Magic 

St. Michael’s families have again been invited to the World Festival of Magic performance taking place at 
Founders Theatre, Federation University on Saturday November 15. Please see the flyer attached to this 
newsletter for more information.  
 



LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT 
 
2025 School fees 

Many thanks to the families who have paid any outstanding school fees for 2025. We ask that all families 
who are yet to pay their school fees for this year to finalise payment by November 20. Our NAB account 
details are Account Name:  St Michaels General BSB 083 004   Account No 711437401. Please make con-
tact with the school should you have any queries.  
 

2026 School fees 

Family Tuition Fee 

This fee is charged on a family basis. In 2026 it will be $1100 per year.  This may be payable in weekly, 
fortnightly or quarterly instalments via direct debit. 
Funds from the Family Tuition Fee provide the bulk of our local contribution towards the cost of the day to 
day operation of the school. 
 

The State and Commonwealth Governments also provide funds for this purpose. 
 

Family Capital Fee 

This fee is charged on a family basis and is $ 290 per family. 
Funds from the Family Capital Fee assist in meeting the building and grounds improvements and mainte-
nance.  This fee is payable in the same way as the Family Tuition Fee. 
 

Technology Fee 

This fee is charged on a per student basis and is $100 

Funds from the Technology Fee go towards the purchase of notebooks, hardware, software, licences and 
maintenance of these items.   
 

Swimming Fee 

This fee is charged on a per student basis and is $90 

 

Student Fee 

This fee is charged on a per student basis and is $260. 
Funds from the Student Fee go towards the cost of student requisites for class and school programs 
throughout the year. 
This fee is due for payment by Friday February 20, 2026 

 

Camp Fee (students in Years 3-6): $300 

 

Students Commencing Year 3 in 2026 will receive a Chromebook computer (cost to be advised) 

 

2026 

To assist with our planning for 2026, for any families that won’t be returning to St. Michael’s next year, we 
ask that you let us know as soon as possible. Thanks in anticipation.  
 

School closure dates 

Please mark in your diaries our final school closure dates for the year: 
Monday November 3 - Staff professional development day - Report writing  
Tuesday November 4 - Melbourne Cup Public holiday 

 

A reminder that the final student day of school for 2025 will be Wednesday December 17.  
 

Enjoy the long weekend! 

Kind regards, Tim 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Wyrd Sisters – Lost in the Future 
A fun, spooky comedy for families. 
Macbeth’s 3 Witches are flung into the future. What could possibly go wrong? 
Performed by Daylesford's own Youth Theatre Company 
& Inside Out Dance Theatre. (Heist Night, The Day the School went Under) 
Sat 8 Nov, 7pm   Sun 9 Nov, 2pm 
Daylesford Masonic Hall, 16 Vincent St, Daylesford 
Bookings at: https://www.trybooking.com/DGYLB 

Swiss 

Italian 

Festa 

2025 

https://www.trybooking.com/DGYLB?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTEdhdjlGVDJwRDhpeDFoVAEeH0DE6b0IkjG4iKAN5x9AbN52anh-Akya60fxqRj2zPBsGmHnKbRM1kFwqO0_aem_aHCxQIJATvrmR9SDnr1fDQ

