LM 41 Government & Politics Day
Speaker Bios
Thank you to our speakers for generously donating their time 
and expertise to support Leadership Missoula

Amy Allison, Executive Director, Missoula Food Bank
Email: athompson@missoulafoodbank.org

Amy grew up in eastern Montana and is the Executive Director of Missoula Food Bank & Community Center. Amy cares deeply about social justice and the wellbeing of her fellow humans. She graduated from the University of Montana, with a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a master’s degree in social work. Previously, she served as the Executive Director of the Poverello Center and the National Association of Social Workers Montana Chapter. She also worked as a psychotherapist and specialized in issues related to domestic violence, LGBTQIA+ issues, and homelessness. Amy currently serves as the chair of the Women Foundation's Advisory Committee. When she is not working or volunteering, she enjoys spending time with family and going on adventures in remote corners of Montana on foot, ski, or mountain bike.

Ben Davis, Executive Director, Friends of the Children
Email: 	bdavis@friendsmontana.org	

Ben Davis serves as executive director of Friends of the Children in western Montana.

Prior to launching Friends of the Children in Montana in 2021, Davis co-founded and served as chief research officer of a groundbreaking research and data analytics company, Kharon. Davis previously worked as a district attorney for a number of years prosecuting family violence and child abuse cases. It was during this period when he became deeply involved in volunteering his time to mentor children and work on social equity issues impacting youth and their families.

Earlier in his career, Ben served as an advisor in the U.S. Department of the Treasury Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence and represented the Department of the Treasury as an attaché in the Middle East. He was awarded the Secretary of the Treasury’s Honor Award for his service. 

Ben is a member of the Montana Child Welfare Advisory Council and incoming member of the Providence Hospital Community Mission Board.

Ben is a graduate of Georgetown University, BS; University of Chicago, MA; and Catholic University of America, JD.

Volunteer opportunities within the organization 
We invite volunteers to host fun youth activities and work site visits for our youth to expand their horizons and help them to find their spark
Serve as a host for a community conversation at our Clubhouse for your friends and colleagues to learn first-hand about our mission and model at Friends of the Children
Donate new or gently used clothing, toys, games, sports equipment and learning materials, as well as cleaning supplies, gas and gas grocery cards for caregivers.
Help prepare a meal for families for a family dinner and game night delivered to each family’s home.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Aly Nordwall, Executive Director of Operations, Boys & Girls Club of Missoula County
Email: aly@bgcmissoulacountry.org	

Ali Nordwell is the Executive Director of Operations at the Boys and Girls Club of Missoula County. She began her career by volunteering as a Speech and Debate Coach at Hellgate High School before becoming an English teacher and coach at Flathead High School in 2017. Her experience teaching through the pandemic highlighted the critical need for increased support for children and families, leading her to non-profit sector. Since 2022, she has been dedicated to improving program quality, supporting staff development, and increasing accessibility for families at the Boys and Girls Club. Her mission is centered on leveling the playing field and providing meaningful opportunities for enrichment, engagement, and belonging, ensuring all children reach their full potential, regardless of their economic status.

What speaker(s) inspire you? Sarah Kay  
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? The Montessori Notebook 
What book(s) are you currently reading? Tailored Realities by Brandon Sanderson

Please list any volunteer opportunities within your organization or those you serve that may be available. 
Club accepts volunteers who wish to lead classes teaching children new skill or mentors looking to spend meaningful time with club members.

Amy Schaer, Chief Executive Office, Youth Homes 
Email: aschaer@youthhomesmt.org	

After college, Amy hiked the Appalachian Trail which is what eventually led her to Missoula.  She wanted to live out West and heard Missoula had great farmers' markets, kind people and the mountains were close by. She got her start at Youth Homes in their wilderness therapy program and then moved into the Development Director, later to become the CEO. She’s been at Youth Home for 18 years.

Amy is a proud graduate of the LM 38 class.

What speaker(s) inspire you? Brene Brown
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? Anything on Essentialism and the Let Them Theory 
What book(s) are you currently reading? Four Agreements, Radical Candor

Please list any volunteer opportunities within your organization or those you serve that may be available.
Unfortunately we don’t have many volunteer opportunities because of confidentiality reasons
We are looking for Board Members to serve on our Board of Directors.

Ria Overholt, Community Services Director, Missoula Aging Services 
Email: roverholt@missoulaagingservices.org 		

Ria is the Community Services Director for Missoula Aging Services. In this role, Ria provides oversight, planning, and guidance to the Nutrition, Volunteer, and Education Programs. She also supervises Marketing and Communications and Missoula Villages Leadership Council. 

While obtaining her Bachelor’s in Psychology at the University of Montana-Western, Ria began her lifelong commitment to volunteering as an AmeriCorps Team Leader. She has over 20 years of experience in program development and management of staff and volunteers. 

Prior to joining MAS in May 2021, she was part the Ravalli Head Start team as the Mental Health Manager and the Hamilton School District as first the Keystone Program Manager and then Director of Community Education.

What speaker(s) inspire you? Brene Brown
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? Hidden Brain
What book(s) are you currently reading? My Friends by Fredrik Backman

Please list any volunteer opportunities within your organization or those you serve that may be available.
Meals on Wheels Delivery Driver- shifts are M-F 10-12ish
Caring Companions- weekly visits with isolated older adult
Missoula Villages Volunteer- flexible schedule in a variety of areas
Many other opportunities, we help each volunteer find the perfect fit!

Lisa Sirois, Director of Programs, Poverello Center
Email: lsirois@thepoverellocenter.org 				

Lisa Sirois is a Licensed Master Social Worker and Director of Programs at the Poverello Center in Missoula. She oversees the shelter’s auxiliary programs, supervising multiple teams and leading program development, evaluation, hiring, and training. Lisa has over a decade of experience serving individuals experiencing homelessness, with prior roles in housing navigation, rapid re-housing, direct service, and integrated healthcare settings. Her career began with two years of service through the Jesuit Volunteer Corps (Northwest)/AmeriCorps. She is guided by a strong belief in dignity and respect for all people and is committed to fostering a healthy, supportive work environment where staff can thrive. 

Today, Lisa will be discussing The Poverello Center, how to get involved, and what leadership looks like within a non-profit crisis setting.

What speaker(s) inspire you? Simon Sinek
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? Sounds like a Cult, Burn Wild, Beth’s Dead, Hidden Brain
What book(s) are you currently reading? The Emperor of Gladness by Ocean Vuong, Too Poor to Die by Amy Shea, and Two Twisted Crowns by Rachel Gillig

Please list any volunteer opportunities within your organization or those you serve that may be available.
Meal Service, Pantry and Kitchen Support
Join the Homeless Outreach Team to conduct outreach to unsheltered individuals
Mail sorting and clean and care collective
Miscellaneous group opportunities, please reach out to our Community Engagement Coordinator at eheaton@thepoverellocenter.org or 406-532-6674.

Karissa Trujillo, Executive Director, Homeword, 
Email: karissa@homeword.org

Karissa Trujillo is the Executive Director of Homeword, a Missoula-based, statewide nonprofit that creates and preserves affordable housing and teaches homebuyer and financial education. She grew up in Arlee, MT and attended the University of Montana, where she also worked for a decade before coming to Homeword. While at UM, she earned master’s degrees in Education and Public Administration. She is on the board of NeighborWorks Montana, the Montana Housing Coalition, and Financial Education Coalition and does the volunteer coordination for the Big Sky Documentary Film Festival. 

Please list any volunteer opportunities within your organization or those you serve that may be available.
Class volunteers – topics include home buying and financial education steps
Property improvements – we often have work days for our properties, including gardening, painting, etc.
 
Brooke Corr, Founder/Director, Peace Project Leadership Institute 
Email: brooke.corr@gmail.com	

Brooke has over 48 years of business leadership, skill-building, facilitation, and 
team-building experience. She serves as a leadership coach, consultant, facilitator, conflict 
specialist, and educator. Brooke earned her BSW, with honors, from the University of 
Montana, with an emphasis on communication, multicultural counseling, neuropsychology, 
and forgiveness and reconciliation. She is a Certified Mediator, Family Law Mediator, and 
Conflict Coach. She is also a SHRM Senior Certified HR Professional (SHRM-SCP) as well 
as a SHRM Certified Workplace Investigator. 

Brooke finds great joy in meeting people where they are and finding ways to empower 
them to move themselves where they want to go. Brooke loves to hike, snowshoe, 
rockhound, play music, and watch people and plants grow.

Timothy McCue, Radiologist in Chief/UM Head Team Physician, Montana Imaging Center / Missoula Sports Medicine 
Email: tim@mtimagingcenter.com 

I am radiologist and sports medicine physician in Missoula and the Radiologist-in-Chief and owner of Montana Imaging Center, as well as Founder and Medical Director of Missoula Sports Medicine. I am the Head Team Physician for the University of Montana athletics, served as a board member of the University of Montana Alumni Association, and volunteered as a physician for the U.S. Ski Team and the Seattle Mariners.

I am board-certified in Radiology, Sports Medicine, Family Medicine, and Nuclear Medicine, I focus on expanding access to high-quality, affordable healthcare in Western Montana through a unique blend of medicine, leadership, and outdoor/community engagement. To my knowledge I am the only licensed physician and licensed fly-fishing guide in the US. 

What speaker(s) inspire you? Richard Swenson MD, Dr. Glaucomflecken
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? Happiness Lab, Grounded podcast, Marketplace. 
What book(s) are you currently reading? Travel books

Audrey Thornton, Health Coach, Allegiance & Tuffy
Email: audkelsabjer@yahoo.com		

Tuffy and I are an animal assisted therapy team. We have been visiting hospitals, schools, libraries, and nursing homes together for the last three years to provide comfort and stress relief. 

Tuffy is a 4.5 year old golden retriever and I am his owner/handler. 

I work for Allegiance as a Health Coach and have been with them for almost five years. Tuffy and I were invited to provide stress relief and to talk about Pet Partners, the organization we are certified through.

What speaker(s) inspire you? Anyone who speaks about serving their community and being the good they want to see is an inspiration to me.
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? I don't really listen to podcasts.
What book(s) are you currently reading? I just finished Star-Spangled Jesus by April Ajoy (about the rise of Christian nationalism). I am currently reading The Impossible Fortune by Richard Osman (#5 in the Thursday Murder Club series).

Meegan Kriley-Mackay, CEO, The Leadership Academy-AVA 
Email: meeganmackay@gmail.com

Human–AI Collaboration Coach, Author, and Keynote Speaker, Meegan Kriley-Mackay helps 
Organizations develop resilient, people-first leaders ready for the augmented workforce. Drawing on three decades across government, non-profit, education, and corporate sectors, she equips mid-level managers with practical tools for communication, emotional intelligence, and Human-AI alignment that improve performance and trust. Meegan blends real-world experience with neuroscience-informed frameworks to create learning experiences that spark clarity, confidence, and meaningful action. 

Deeply committed to service, Meegan has founded, led, and been honored through community programs such as the Skills for L.I.F.E. Foundation, the American Red Cross Disaster Action Team (DAT), the Missoula Police Department (MPD), Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Boys & Girls Clubs, Habitat for Humanity, and more. Her mission is to empower everyday people to recognize their ability to lead, to navigate change with compassion, and help teams thrive in the Age of Intelligence.

What speaker(s) inspire you? Mel Robbins, Dan Clark, Simon Sinek 
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? Sam Charrington, The TWIML AI Podcast. 
What book(s) are you currently reading? Life 3.0: Being Human in the Age of Artificial Intelligence, Max Tegmark and Unmasking AI: My Mission to Protect What Is Human in a World of Machines by Joy Buolamwini.
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