LM 41 Business & Economy Day
Speaker Bios
Thank you to our speakers for generously donating their time 
and expertise to support Leadership Missoula


Natalie Adams, Brand Marketing Manager – Planetary Design

I oversee all marketing, and branding for all five brands that Planetary Design owns. Originally from the midwest, and with Montana roots, I have made my way to Montana after attending school in Southern Utah. 

Grace McGrath, Planetary Design

Born and raised in Butte Montana, graduated from Boise State University (go broncos)! I am the Eastern US Sales Manager for Planetary Design, which I handle coffee shops, promo, and the alternative sales! 

Jeff Smith – Chief Executive Officer – WGM Group, Inc.
Email: jsmith@wgmgroup.com	

Jeff Smith, PE, LEED AP, has more than 20 years of experience in the civil engineering field. Jeff is the Chief Executive Officer of WGM Group, Inc. He joined the firm in 2004, working extensively on site, infrastructure, and utility planning and design. During his tenure, he has perfected a gift of seeing the big picture and thinking long term, often tying single projects into larger efforts to better serve the community. He routinely manages large campus and institution projects and is well versed at serving on multi-disciplinary architectural teams. He is actively involved in funding coordination for many projects, including procurement of TIF funding, development of RSIDs, and understanding federal funding opportunities. He is skilled in bringing people together toward a common goal. Jeff earned a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Montana and a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Idaho. He is actively involved in the community, serving as a member of the Executive Committee for the Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce and engaging with
other organizations like the Arc Western Montana and the Flagship Program.

Andrew Hagemeier, AICP
Email: ahagemeier@missoulacounty.us	 

Andrew Hagemeier serves as the Director of Community and Economic Development for Missoula County, leading initiatives that strengthen community vitality, support economic growth, and expand housing opportunities. His department oversees both community development—administering tax increment financing, managing county projects, and supporting local revitalization—and housing efforts through the implementation of the Missoula County Housing Action Plan: Breaking Ground.


With a career spanning public, private, and non-profit sectors across Montana, Andrew has authored long-range and downtown master plans and developed land use regulations for both rural and urban communities. Prior to his current role, he managed the Long-Range Planning and Implementation Section for Missoula County, where he guided major code updates, growth management plans, and infrastructure initiatives, including securing a federal B.U.I.L.D. Grant.

Passionate about advancing the planning profession, Andrew serves on the Board of Directors for the Montana Association of Planners (MAP), where he previously held the role of president and now co-chairs the Legislative Committee. He played a key role in drafting the Montana Land Use Planning Act and remains a leading voice for effective, community-driven planning in Montana.

Bob Burns – Missoula Market President – Stockman Bank
Email: bob.burns@stockmanbank.com	 

Bob Burns is the Missoula Market President for Stockman Bank. He led the effort to establish Stockman Bank in Missoula. His responsibilities include overseeing all aspects of lending, operations, planning, and the continued growth of Stockman Bank in Missoula and the surrounding communities.

Bob has more than 25 years of banking experience, including expertise in branch management, business development, private banking, and commercial and real estate lending. A native of Livingston, he earned his Bachelor of Science in Business Administration and Finance with a minor in Economics from the University of Montana. Go Griz!

He is committed to supporting and strengthening his community, serving as a board member and Advocacy Committee member for the Missoula Downtown Association, board president for the Missoula County Fairgrounds Foundation, and as a board member for the University of Montana 
Business School. He is also a graduate of the Missoula and Montana Chamber's Leadership programs.

Outside of work, Bob enjoys spending time with his family. He is the proud "girl dad" to Maeve and husband to Katrina. A true Montanan at heart, he enjoys getting outdoors to hunt and fish whenever he can.
What speaker(s) inspire you? Ronald Reagan
What book(s) are you currently reading? Restoring the Shining Waters (Milltown) by David Brooks
What Podcasts are you currently listening to? True Crime 




[bookmark: _GoBack]Grant Kier, CEO, Missoula Economic Partnership
Email: gkier@missoulapartnership.com	

Grant Kier provides executive leadership for the Missoula Economic Partnership, working for a diverse and resilient economy in the Missoula region. In his tenure, Grant has worked with the board, staff, and the community to redirect organizational goals, strategies, and programs toward accelerating solutions to the region’s most pressing economic challenges. In that time MEP has served as the community’s COVID economic relief and recovery lead, supported growing small businesses, and advanced efforts to understand and address a range of issues from housing affordability to childcare availability.
Prior to joining MEP as staff in 2018, Grant served as a board member of the organization for 7 years, or the latter half of his nearly 15 years working as the executive director of the Bitterroot Land Trust in Hamilton and later Five Valleys Land Trust in Missoula. Grant serves on a number of boards and advisory committees including the Montana Economic Developers Association, UM’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research, Montana’s Headwaters Tech Hub, Missoula Downtown Association, and Zero to Five Missoula. When not working, Grant is enjoying Montana’s great outdoors--most likely with his wife, Bex, daughter, Flynn, and dog, Tilly.

Denise Sherman, Owner - Case Management Caregiving 
Email: denise@cmcaregiving.com

Denise is a Montana native and a long time Missoula resident. She founded Case Management Caregiving, LLC, an in-home care company, in 2003. When an opportunity to start her own business in Oregon came up she left the state for several years. During this time, she also lived in Seattle Washington where she held a property management position. It was the birth of her two beautiful daughters that brought her back home to Missoula to raise them. Denise chaired for the Missoula Alzheimer’s Walk for over ten years. Denise has been an active member of the Missoula Chamber of Commerce as an Ambassador, chaired the Chamber Red Coats and the Missoula Red Ripper and served 2 terms on the Missoula Chamber Board, including 5 years on the Executive Board.  She is currently serving on the Missoula City Club Board.   

Volunteer opportunities within the organization
Missoula Country Club is in need of board members for the next 3-year term
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