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Excerpt from the MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV 
FOR THE 100th WORLD MISSION DAY 2026 (released on 25 January 2026) 

(Mission Sunday 2026 is on 18th October) 

 

One in Christ, united in mission 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

For World Mission Day 2026, which marks the centenary of a celebration established by Pius XI that 
is very dear to the Church, I have chosen the theme “One in Christ, united in mission.” Following the 
Jubilee Year, I wish to encourage the whole Church to continue its missionary journey with joy and zeal 
in the Holy Spirit…  

Filled with admiration for men and women missionaries, I make a special appeal to the whole Church 
to join them in the mission of evangelization through the witness of our lives in Christ, through prayer 
and through our contributions to the missions. As Saint Francis of Assisi said, “Love is not loved,” and 
we look to him in a special way on the eight hundredth anniversary of his passing to heaven. Let us find 
inspiration in his desire to live in the love of the Lord and to transmit it to those both near and far, 
because, as he said, “this love Who hath loved us much is much to be loved” (Saint Bonaventure of 
Bagnoregio, The Life of Saint Francis, chap. IX, 1; Fonti Francescane, 1161)... 

Inspired by these testimonies, let us all commit to contributing to the great mission of evangelization 
— which is always a work of love —according to our own vocation and the gifts we have received. Your 
prayers and practical support, particularly on World Mission Day, will be a great help in bringing the 
Gospel of God’s love to everyone, especially the poorest and those most in need. Every gift, no 
matter how small, becomes a meaningful act of missionary communion. I renew my heartfelt 
gratitude “for everything you will do to help me help missionaries throughout the world” To foster 
spiritual communion, I give you my blessing with this simple prayer: 

Holy Father, make us one in Christ, rooted in his love that unites and renews. May all members of the 
Church be united in mission, docile to the Holy Spirit, courageous in bearing witness to the Gospel, 
proclaiming and daily embodying your faithful love for all creatures. 

Bless all missionary men and women, support them in their efforts, and watch over them in hope! 

Mary, Queen of Missions, accompany our work of evangelization in every corner of the earth: make 
us instruments of peace, and grant that the whole world may recognize in Christ the light that saves. 
Amen. 

LEO PP. XIV 

 

From the Vatican, 25 January 2026, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul 
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