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NKDO MIssion statement

become a member of nkdo!

The mission of the National Kidney Donation Organization is to save lives by making 
living kidney donation more accessible through education and awareness, and to 
remove obstacles to such donation. NKDO also works with kidney patients to assist 

in navigating the route to kidney transplantation.

National Kidney Donation Organization is the largest living donor advocacy 
organization in the country. We need your help to increase our ability to effect changes 
which benefit donors and recipients alike. All donors have the right to be properly 
informed so that they can donate effectively and with the most protections available. 
You can help by becoming a member of NKDO. There is no cost associated with 
becoming a member. You will be enrolled in our new Facebook members’ group, 
and you may opt-in to be notified of developments in transplant that may impact 
you. You will receive the NKDO Newsletter and you will be invited to participate in 
periodic Zoom meetings with industry experts. Please sign up at https://www.nkdo.

org/nkdo-membership.

WINTER 2022 | 3
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DONoR CONNECT MENTOR PROGRAM
Since March of 2021, an NKDO 
team has been mentoring donor 
candidates who apply through 
the National Kidney Registry and 
are referred to transplant centers. 
The goal of the Donor Connect 
program is to increase the number 
of living donors. These mentors 
explain the testing, donation and 
recovery process, and share the 
protections available based on 
the donor’s transplant center. 
The mentors maintain contact 
with the candidates throughout 
the evaluation process and are 
available to answer non-medical 
questions. 

In October we started working 
directly with our first transplant 
center, Medstar Georgetown 
Transplant Institute. As word 
has spread in the transplant 
community, we have been adding 
more centers to our Donor 
Connect program. By the end of 
December, we had seven centers 
using Donor Connect, with more 
coming online.

In the first ten months of 
mentoring the donor candidates 
through the NKR, the percentage 
of candidates who have gone 
on to become donors has more 
than doubled. We now have over 
50 Donor Mentors, all of whom 
are living donors who have 
completed the NKDO Mentor 
Training program, and all 
of whom have 
completed or 
are in the 
process of 
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completing the American Society of Transplantation (AST) Independent 
Living Donor Advocate (ILDA) course. The course completion is to 
enhance mentor knowledge of the entire transplant process. We believe 
this program will have a significant impact on the number of living donors 
in 2022 and beyond.  This service is provided to NKR-affiliated transplant 
centers at no additional cost. If you are associated with a transplant 
center and you would like more information about the program, please 
contact our Executive Director, Lisa Emmott, at l.emmott@nkdo.org.

mailto:l.emmott@nkdo.org   
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nkdo independent living advocate program

Every transplant center is required by Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) to have an ILDA be the first point of 
contact with a donor candidate. The idea is that the ILDA is 
independent of the transplant center and can help ensure 
that the individual is a suitable candidate to be a living 
donor. NKDO’s core team of ILDAs initiated this service in 
January with Centura Porter Adventist Transplant in Denver. 
NKDO ILDAs are available to work with additional transplant 

centers. For more information please contact our Executive 
Director, Lisa Emmott, at l.emmott@nkdo.org.

Kidney Donor Athletes (KDA) Getting Ready for Kilimanjaro Summit

An organization which is 
near and dear to our hearts 
is preparing for their ascent 
of Mt. Kilimanjaro, with the 
intent to summit on March 
10, 2022, World Kidney Day. 
Kidney Donor Athletes (KDA) 
is an adventurous group who 
happen to be kidney donors, 
whose goal is “to promote 
the gift of life through 
living kidney donation 
among active individuals 
and athletes by building a 
community that inspires, 
supports, and educates 
people about the experience 
of kidney donation.” 

The 22 KDA members who 
will make the climb will show 
the world that being a kidney 
donor is no impediment to a 
full and active life. There will 
be plenty of publicity, with a 

major news network program  planning to cover the trip in detail.  We wish 
the group the experience of a lifetime and memories to share with friends and 
family for years to come. KDA’s website is https://kidneydonorathlete.org/ 

mailto:l.emmott@nkdo.org
https://kidneydonorathlete.org/ 
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Michael Lollo, NKDO’s president, testified in January at a hearing in the 
Georgia State Senate for a bill that would give living donors much-
needed protections, including an increase in an existing income tax 
deduction from $10,000 to $25,000 and create a new tax credit to 
help employers offset the cost of paying employees who donate 
an organ while they are recovering from the surgery for up to 
six weeks. It would also prohibit life insurance companies from 
denying coverage to living organ donors. While we would much 
prefer to see that the tax deduction for the donor be a tax 
credit, this is a step in the right direction and we are working 
in conjunction with other advocacy groups to encourage other 
states to provide similar programs.

Mike’s testimony read, in part, “This bill is a start to help remove 
disincentives for living organ donors. My organization speaks to 
thousands of people considering living kidney donation. We also 
speak to many who so selflessly have already donated their kidney. 
Of those who have donated, 80% say they had some form of financial 
burden from their donation. This could be lost wages or travel and lodging 
expenses. This should not be the case. 

The National Kidney Registry offers a program called Donor Shield which already addresses these financial concerns 
and other disincentives living kidney donors face and solves them by offering protections to living kidney donors at 
no cost to the donor, but this program only covers 25% of the living kidney donors in the United States. We need to 
support and protect ALL living donors.

If you look at living kidney donation from inception until the end, the donor is the only one not receiving any tangible 
or financial support. The recipient receives a lifesaving organ, the hospitals, and medical staff receive compensation 
for the procedures, and the insurance companies are no longer paying for the dialysis treatment of a patient in kidney 
failure. It is estimated that a single living kidney donation has an overall savings to our society of one million dollars.”

NKDO President Michael Lollo Testifies on Behalf 
of Donor Bill in Georgia Senate

donor bill protections

Increase in existing income tax deduction

$10,000

$25,000

New tax credit for employers

Credit for employers 
with employees who 

donate a kidney

Offset the cost of 
employee recovering from 

surgery for 6 weeks

Prohibit life insurance 
companies from 

denying coverage to 
living organ donors.
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introducing terri thede, 
nkdo program manager
NKDO is fortunate to have our most recent full-time position filled by 
Terri Thede, a non-directed donor who started a chain of three transplants. 
Terri is our Program Manager, responsible for administering the Donor 
Mentors and the ILDA team. Terri worked for over 10 years at State Farm 
Insurance as a Health Claims Examiner and Technical Analyst, specifically 
writing for areas connected to cybersecurity and business continuity and 
recovery. She is married to Brad, a State Farm Analyst who is also a local 
baseball umpire, and has 3 children: Kyle in Muncie, IN; Eric in St. Louis, 
MO; and Sara in Phoenix, AZ.

NKDO Welcomes LT. Col. Matthew Cavanaugh as Vice 
President – Strategic Initiatives
We have had the pleasure of 
meeting so many donors over the 
years. They are all perfectly ordinary 
and each one is exceptional, and 
that’s the paradox that keeps us 
intrigued with the species “Vivi 
Ren Donatoris”. Once in a while 
we come across someone who is 
exceptionally exceptional, and that 
is certainly the case with Lt. Colonel 

Matt Cavanaugh. Matt donated his 
kidney last fall as a non-directed 
donor and started a chain of seven 
transplants. Matt’s background is 
that of a very thoughtful man of 
action:

Lieutenant Colonel ML (Matt) 
Cavanaugh, PhD, is an active duty 
US Army Strategist with experience 
in 11 countries and assignments 
ranging from Iraq to the Pentagon 
and Korea to New Zealand. He has 
recently been named a Professor 
of Practice with the Arizona State 
University School of Politics & Global 
Studies, and is a co-founder of and 
a Senior Fellow with the Modern 
War Institute at West Point. Matt 
also has been the youngest recipient 
of the Army Strategist Association’s 
professional award – the Order of 
Saint Gabriel the Archangel (2015), 
in addition to earning West Point’s 
faculty-wide Apgar Award for 
Excellence in Teaching (2014), and 
was once named the US Army’s 
Athlete of the Year (2009). Matt 

served as an Associate Fellow with 
the Royal United Services Institute 
from 2019 to 2020, on the Wounded 
Warrior Project’s Advisory Council 
from 2014 to 2016, was a Term 
Member with the Council on Foreign 
Relations from 2014 to 2018, and is 
a co-founding Member of the Military 
Writers Guild. His writing has been 
featured in the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the Wall Street 
Journal, the Los Angeles Times, 
the Sydney Morning Herald, USA 
Today, the Chicago Tribune, the Salt 
Lake Tribune, the Colorado Springs 
Gazette, and at ForeignPolicy.com. 
Matt earned his Master’s in Strategic 
Studies at Victoria University in 
Wellington, New Zealand, and his 
PhD in International Relations under 
Professors Colin Gray and Beatrice 
Heuser at the University of Reading 
(UK).

NKDO is grateful to have Matt on our 
team.
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New York Police Department Celebrates Living 
Kidney Donation
On December 8, 2021, 
the NYPD hosted a press 
conference in which several 
police officers and civilian 
employees who have 
given or received a kidney 
transplant were honored. The 
event was organized with 
the NYPD by former NYPD 
detective and current NKDO 
President Michael Lollo, 
who introduced each of the 
donors and the recipients 
and gave some background 
on the circumstances in 
each situation. The last part 
of the presentation was the 
introduction of Police Officer 
Vadrien Alston, a mother of 
two whose kidneys have failed. 
She is in desperate need of a 
transplant and NKDO is leading 
a campaign for Vadrien to find 
a donor. You can read about 
Vadrien’s story here https://
www.kidney4vadrien.org/ 

nkdo works to protect donors

New York Police Department Celebrates Living 
Kidney Donation
New York Police Department Celebrates Living 
Kidney Donation

One of our mandates is to try to protect donors whose 
interests are not being properly served by another 
party, whether that party is an insurance company, an 
employer or other such entity. 

Two recent cases involved employers who applied 
a strict interpretation to leave of absence rules for 
employees who take time off to donate a kidney. We 
were able to help resolve both situations amicably; 
here is the letter from the CEO in one of the cases:

“Hello Ned,

Thanks again for the letter you sent to me; it alerted 
us to Diane’s (*name changed for privacy) unique 
situation. After looking into the details, we’re more 

than happy to do the right thing and restore the paid 
time off and sick leave hours that Diane was asked to 
use before her short-term disability benefits became 
active. Our Chief Human Resource Officer will call 
Diane to answer any questions and close the loop on 
this specific item.

Ned, we are grateful for the work done by your 
organization. Diane, we are humbled and awed by the 
decisions you’ve made, and we’re thrilled you’re part 
of the (redacted) organization.

Please let me know if you have any further questions 
or would like other information.

Warm regards.”
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https://www.kidney4vadrien.org/
https://www.kidney4vadrien.org/
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VIV I  RE N  DONATORIS
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NKDO TEAM REACHES 1000 MEMBERS
Last year we created and offered membership on the NKDO Team to folks who have an 
interest in transplant and in being part of the largest living advocacy group in the country. 
The NKDO Team membership has weight when it comes to introducing ourselves to 
government and NGO organizations, and passing the 1,000 member mark is a cause for 
celebration.

NKDO Team Membership includes:
•Opportunities to be notified of the latest developments in the transplant world
•Online delivery of the NKDO newsletter
•Invitations to periodic Zoom meetings with industry experts

We will start the invitational Zoom meetings with industry 
experts this quarter and we hope you will join us as we all 
learn about the latest advances in transplant.

MARK 
SCOTCH 
WINS THE 
HUMAN-
KIND 
AWARD

NKDO team member, living kidney donor 
and indefatigable bicyclist Mark Scotch 
was awarded the USA TODAY Best of 
Humankind Award for his kidney donation 
and his incredible advocacy for living organ 
donation. Mark has completed “The Organ 
Trail” bicycle ride from Wisconsin to Louisiana 
and another one from Massachusetts to 
Wisconsin, for the purpose of promoting 
awareness of the toll of kidney disease on 
our society and the potential for living kidney 
donation to solve this crisis. Along the trail 
on both rides, Mark has met with scores 
of newspaper, TV reporters, living donors 
and patients in need of a donor in order to 
spread awareness. 

As if that were not enough, Mark is making 
plans for expanding The Organ Trail from 
California to Texas this spring. You can read 
more about Mark’s exploits here.

Good on you, Mark!

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/humankind/2021/12/09/mark-scotch-wins-triumph-year-award-during-best-humankind-awards/6405320001/
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sponsors

We want to thank our charitable donors and our corporate 
sponsors in 2021, Transplant Genomics, Inc (TGI) and 
NxStage. TGI is sponsoring the NKDO YouTube channel 
and we will continue to build this library of expert interviews 
as a resource for both donors and transplant recipients.

Thank you,
Ned Brooks, CEO

nedbrooks@nkdo.org

https://transplantgenomics.com
https://www.nxstage.com
mailto:nedbrooks@nkdo.org

