
 

Order For the Public Worship of God 
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God. John 1:11-12 

 

* If you are able, please stand in body or spirit for these acts of worship. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 
 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR   

     

PRELUDE                        Prelude in B minor                                    Chopin                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

WELCOME                                                                      Rev. Brent Kendall                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                   (Based on Psalm 51: 1-2 & 17)                                                                                                 

     Leader:  Have mercy on me, oh God, according to your unfailing love.  
    People: According to your great compassion, blot out my  
                  transgressions. 
    Leader:  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
    People: A broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.  
                                                             

*GATHERING PRAYER   
 

*OPENING HYMN NO. 282                              “God, Be Merciful to Me” 
 

 
 
 

 
 

WORSHIP OF GOD 
 
 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)                        
     Merciful Father, we confess that we have sinned against You in  
     thought, word, and deed. You have forgiven us more than we could  
     ever repay, yet we are often reluctant to forgive others. We keep  
     records. We remember offenses. We rehearse old wounds. We hold  
     onto our right to be angry. We confess that sometimes we would  
     rather be right than be reconciled. Forgive us. Teach us to see our  
     own enormous need for Your mercy. Give us grace to release the  
     debts others owe us, even as we continue to seek justice where  
     justice is needed. Heal the wounds we carry, soften our hearts, and  
     free us from bitterness. Make us people who have been so  
     overwhelmed by Your forgiveness that we become willing to forgive  
     others. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear now our silent  
     personal confession…(Silent confession)…AMEN 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                            

   Leader: Hear the good news: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and  
                just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all  
                unrighteousness.” Our forgiveness does not depend upon how  
                well we have kept the record. It depends upon Christ. He has  
                taken our debt upon Himself. He has paid what we could never  
                pay. And in Him, our record is no longer held against us. In Jesus  
                Christ, we are forgiven. 
     All:     Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 
* GLORIA PATRI                                                                  Hymn No. 546  
     Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it  
     was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without  
     end! Amen, Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
     Leader:  As a forgiven people we can find true peace. Let us now pass the  
                   peace of Christ to one another. May the peace of the Lord be  
                   always with you. 
     People: And also with you. 
 

*Please remain in your pew and take a moment to pass the peace to those around you. 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                          
                                      
 

*CONGREGATIONAL HYMN NO. 325  
                                                                “O for a Heart to Praise My God!” 
                                                                                                                   

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                      Hymnal, page 12  
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy     
     kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give     
     us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive   
     our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from    
     evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever!  
     Amen. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS    
    Invitation  
   Offertory Music                      “To A Wild Rose”                      MacDowell 
*The Doxology, Hymn No. 544  
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
     Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
     Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;  
     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen        
*Prayer of Dedication  
 
 
 

 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD 
     

SCRIPTURE READING                                                   Matthew 18:21-35 

                                                                                 (NT Page 17, Pew Bible)                             
 
 

     Leader: These are the words of God for the people of God.  
     People: Thanks be to God!  
 

 
    

SERMON                   “The End of Record Keeping”    Rev. Charlie Buchanan   
     

Sermon Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                     (The Apostles’ Creed) 

     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived  
     by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under  
     Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into  
     hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into  
     heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
     from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I    
     believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church;  the   
     communion of  saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of  
     the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.      
      
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
      Invitation to the Table  
      Prayer  
      Words of Institution  
      Communion of God’s People 
 
 

 
 
 

SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*DEPARTURE HYMN NO. 284               “Draw Thou My Soul, O Christ” 

 
 

*BENEDICTION      
 

 

*POSTLUDE                                        
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

  During this time of transition, please pray for Bethesda and its leadership. 
    MEMBERS: Susan Marshall, Baynard Boykin, Judy Martin,  John   
    Shaylor, Ken Mays, Erline Vaughan, Art Delperdang,  Jo McLeod, Jane  
    Clyburn, Merry Bradley, Carol Meckstroth, Gail Sinclair, Sally Huntley  
 

    FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Anna Vaughn Manly (cousin of the       
    Thomas’), Barbara Cecil (Carolyn Drake’s sister), Clint Baxley (Stephanie  
     Batten’s brother), Betty Carges (family friend of Jim & Jo McLeod),   
     Huntley Duryea (The Windham’s nephew),  Nina Bell (Doug Bell’s sister- 
     in-law), Colette Hearon (friend of the Floyds), George Carder (Jo  
     McLeod’s cousin), Mike Mays (Bob Mays’ son), John Kennelly (friend of  
     Angie & Lindsay Guy),  Rory Gaffney (Elizabeth Gaffney’s  
     grandson), Susan Didato (friend of the Deals), Betty Coffee (friend of  
     Bethesda), Joe Floyd,  Jim West (Bobby & Linda Parnell’s son), Bett  
     Huggins (friend of the Deals), Marie Wilson, Angelyn DuRant (Melanie  
     Newman’s mother), Cade Hummel (friend of Elizabeth Lawson) 
 

     MILITARY: Hamilton Matthews (friend of Marc & Kathryn Jones),  
     Matthew Palmer, Clay Higgins (Grandson of Emily Jones, nephew of the  
     Deals and Joneses), Jonathan & Laurie VanEtten (Pam & Bill Nettles’  
     daughter and son-in-law) 
 
     As you leave worship you are given the opportunity to contribute to the     
     Discretionary Fund, which is used to meet the emergency needs of the  
     people within the community. The ushers will be at the door to accept  
     your gifts. 
 



 

Congregational Calendar & Events 
 

 

SUNDAY               10:00 AM         Fellowship  
                               11:00 AM        Worship Service 
MONDAY        CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED 
TUESDAY              9:00 AM          PWCT      
                               10:30 AM         PW Circle     
WEDNESDAY       2:30 PM          BLAST 
                                5:30 PM          Handbells 
                                7:00 PM          Adult Choir 
                                         
SEPTEMBER USHER CAPTAIN:         Mike Eddings 
SEPTEMBER GREETER CAPTAIN:   Melanie Newman______________ 
 

GUEST MINISTER 
The Rev. Charlie Buchanan joined the First Presbyterian staff in 2011 as 
Junior High Youth Director. After completing all of his educational and 
presbytery requirements, Charlie was ordained as an Assistant Pastor in April 
of 2015. In March of 2017 he became Associate Pastor of Student Ministries 
and in 2021 he became Associate Pastor of Youth and Young Adults. In 
2025, Charlie began serving as the Associate Pastor of Men’s Discipleship 
and is currently working to engage the men of the congregation to step into 
the roles to which Christ has called them. A native of North Augusta, SC, 
Charlie graduated from the University of South Carolina with a BA in 
Psychology. He continued his studies at Erskine Theological Seminary, 
completing his Master of Divinity in 2011. Shortly after graduating, Charlie 
was brought on staff at First Presbyterian Church. Charlie and his wife, 
Carrie, have two children, Caroline and Charles. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, September 15th at 7:30am in Westminster Hall. 
 

BINGO 

Thursday, September 17th at 10:00am in McArn Hall. 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SEPTEMBER ITEMS 
The Presbyterian Women will be collecting the following items for Sept.: 
Pencils, Crayons, Index cards, Bandages, Journals, Small toys, Doll babies, 
Old t-shirts for making jump ropes. 

  

COMMUNITY CHOIR 
Starting Monday, September 14th at 6:30pm in John Knox Hall. ALL are 
welcome to join. Let Bo (803-459-4034) or Vicki Hungerford 
(hungerford.vicki@gmail.com) know if you would like to join. 
 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY- July 2026 
2026 Budget                             $713,876 
Income (YTD)                         $415,756 
Expenses (YTD)                      $341,481 
 
 

 
A nursery is available during worship service in the McArn Building, Rm 38. 
 
 

Welcome to Bethesda 
We the people of Bethesda Presbyterian Church extend our cordial greetings 
to all who are visiting us today. It is our hope that you return and join us for 
worship and connect with our many daily ministries and activities.  
 

The church sanctuary was designed by Robert Mills, the first Federal 
architect, who also designed the Washington Monument. It stands restored 
as originally constructed in 1822. It was dedicated as a National Historic 
Landmark by the National Park Service Division of the U.S. Department of 
Interior in 1985.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bethesda Presbyterian Church Members are its ministers. 
 

The Session 
 

Christian Ed. – Jan Massalon ’26, Cara Mock ‘28 
 

Congregational Care - Jo McLeod ’26., Bob Bates ’27, Mike Eddings ‘28 
 

Property & Tech –  Jane Clyburn ’26, Thomas Martin ’27, Bill Brooks ‘28 
 

Finances/Resources–Mike Satterwhite ’26, Lindsay Guy ’27, John Stephenson ‘27 
 

Worship & Evangelism – Melanie Newman ’26, Jan Shumate ’27 
Community Outreach – Cathy Floyd ’28, Amy Banks ‘28 
 

Ministry Staff 
Rev. Patrick D. Cherry, Transitional Pastor 

 

Col. (Ret.). Art Maxwell, Interim Assistant to the Senior Pastor  

Rev. Brent Kendall, Director of Evangelism, Outreach, & Ministries 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Dickinson, Directors of Music 

Mr. Johnny Deal, Media Ministry Specialist 

Mrs. Lisa Woolard, Moderator, Presbyterian Women  

Mrs. Neely Allen, Director of Bethesda Christian School 

Mrs. Clara Fenton, Director of Care 

Ms. Holley Ham, Staff Assistant 

Mr. Tom Hoke, Facilities Manager 
 

Elders Emeriti 
 

                                              Art Delperdang       
Joy Parrott                                                                    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information or if  you have questions, please contact us at: 

Church Office: (803) 432-4593 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm; Friday Closed 

Church Email: bethesda@bethesdapresbyterianchurch.org 

Bethesda Christian School: (803) 425-0080 
Bethesda Christian School Email: BCS@bethesdapresbyterianchurch.org   

     
 Facebook:  facebook.com/BethesdaPresbyterianCamden 

Instagram:  @BethesdaPresbyterianCamden 

YouTube:  youtube.com/c/BethesdaPresbyterianCamden 

#BethesdaCamden 

 

  Bethesda Presbyterian Church 

  502 East DeKalb Street 
  Camden, South Carolina 

  Est. 1822       

 

       
 

 

    Lord's Day, September 6, 2026 

    Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost    
 

                                        11:00 AM 
 

 
 

         
 
 

     Our mission at Bethesda Presbyterian Church:  

  “To know, love, glorify, and serve our Lord God.” 

mailto:hungerford.vicki@gmail.com
mailto:bethesda@bethesdapresbyterianchurch.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


