CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
What Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Is:
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a Montessori-based religious formation program that helps children develop a deep, lifelong relationship with God. Rooted in Scripture and Catholic liturgy, it is built on the belief that even the youngest children have a profound capacity to experience and enjoy God’s love.
Key components of the program include:
· The Atrium: Instead of a traditional classroom, children learn in a specially prepared, quiet space called an atrium. Historically, this was the room where early Christians were prepared for the faith.
· Hands-on Materials: Children work at their own pace with tactile, wooden, and handmade materials representing biblical stories and liturgical objects (e.g., small altars, dioramas of Jerusalem).
· Focus on the Good Shepherd: The central theme for young children is the parable of the Good Shepherd, which introduces God as a loving, protective presence. 
· Meditation and Prayer: The method emphasizes contemplation and joy over memorization. Children are taught to listen to Scripture and reflect on it through personal work and prayer.

What CGS Is Not:
Childcare/Nursery Service during Mass. It is important that the children participate in Sunday Mass as their appreciation for liturgy grows through participation in CGS. It is important to connect what is experienced in the atrium with what is celebrated each Sunday.

Because CGS is a religious formation program, a child who is registered for CGS is expected to attend faithfully. Because of limited class sizes, if a child has three unexcused absences, his/her will be forfeited and opened to a child on the waiting list.

General Information
· The atrium sessions follow the calendar year beginning in September and concluding at the end of April.
· Days and times – we continue to discern a schedule that will meet the needs of our parishioners. The registration form will list options.
· Sessions will be one-two hours in length.
· Sessions will not meet on holiday weekends/days. 
· Currently, our parish offers Level I CGS sessions (3-6 years old). Level II (6-9 years old) will be offered beginning the fall of 2027.
· Class size is limited to 12 students per class. Once a class has been filled, children will be placed on a waiting list.


Volunteer Opportunities
· Catechists – must complete CGS training and be Virtus compliant. If interested, please contact the DRE.
· Assistants 
· Open to those in 6th grade and older.
· Adults must be Virtus compliant.
· Would prefer a steady commitment.
· Woodworkers, seamstresses, artistic and creative people to help with the construction/creation and upkeep of items needed for the atrium.

For more information:
Contact Geri Leibfarth at the Parish Office.
