I'DI896:

“AN ACT TO'PROVIDE YOUNG CHILDRENI'STABLEFACCESS TO
HEALTH CARE*

WHATDOESHHIS CONIEXST
BILEDO?

e |D 896 would ensure
that children enrolled
in MaineCare at birth
would remain covered
until their 6th birthday
(continuous coverage).

CONTINUOUS
COVERAGE BENEFITS

Maine
Children’s
Alliance

» Continuous coverage saves $400 -
$600 in administrative costs per child

» Covering children accounts for just
13% of MaineCare spending

e The annual per-person cost of
covering a child 0-6 is less than half
the cost for an adult

* Longer coverage periods associated
with lower costs per month
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Insurance protects children from losing health coverage
if family income temporarily changes.

In Aroostook, Hancock, Knox, and Lincoln counties, more than 6%
children were uninsured, twice the rate of Cumberland County.
Percent of children under age 19 who are uninsured by county (2022)

Source: Children under age 19 without health insurance - KIDS COUNT



