StiTheresa'of,the Child Jesus Parish’;1408 Easton Road, Hellertown} PA

+July 19,2026 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time +

Rev. John Anthony Hutta II
Pastor

Rev. Dr. John A. Krivak
Pastor Emeritus

Deacon David K. Rohner

QOur Mission Statement

We are a Roman Catholic Family
of Faith, centered in the Real
Presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ
in the Holy Eucharist, faithful to the
Church’s teachings, bringing the
Light of Christ to each other and to
our Community.

Masses

Monday: 6:00pm Mass
(No 8:00am Mass on Mondays)

Tuesday through Friday: 8:00am Mass

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15pm
Sunday Masses: 6:30am, 8:00am,
9:30am, 11:00am

Eucharistic Adoration
First Friday: 12:00pm - 3:00pm
Tuesday: 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Confession

Saturday: 3:00pm - 3:45pm
First Friday: 12:00pm - 1:00pm

LET THEM
GROW
" TOGETHER
'UNTIL
HARVEST.
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+July 19,2026 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time +

Sunday, July 19

Monday, July 20

7:00pm
Tuesday, Jul

Friday, July 24
Saturday, July 25

Sunday, July 26

Calendar, July 19 - July 26
No meetings or events scheduled.

Boy Scouts, Friendship Hall, 7:00pm
Divine Mercy Cenacle, Church,

Exaltation of %e Cross Prayer Group,
School bldg., 7:00pm

Wednesday, July 22
No meetings or events scheduled.

Thursday, July 23
No meetings or events scheduled.
No meetings or events scheduled.

No meetings or events scheduled.

St. Theresa Parish Annual Picnic,
Dimmick Park. Mass at11:00am
at Dimmick, followed by picnic.

Eucharistic
Adoration

yt Nat St. Theresa of the
Chlld Jesus Parish

Mass Intentions, July19 - July 26

Sunday, July 19 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:15pm (Sat.) - Michael Cheddar (Ann & Jackie Cheddar)
6:30am - People of the Parish

8:00am - Carol Battaglia (Trish & Chuck Satkofsky)
9:30am - Richard Di Chiara (Wife & children)

11:00am - Joseph Cavataio (Alice Fowler)

Monday, July 20 - St. Apollinaris, Blshop and Martyr
6:00pm - Dan and Natisha Jones ~ 25" wedding anniversary
(Jeff & Rita Kriebel)

Tuesday, July 21 - St. Lawrence of Brindisi,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
8:00am - Raymond LaBuda (Katherine LaBuda & family)

Wednesday, July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene
8:00am - Joaquim DaSilva (Family)

Thursday, July 23 - St. Bridget, Religious
8:00am - Dottie Thomson, H&W (Barbara Bartholomew)

Friday, July 24 - St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest
8:00am - Stanley “Skip” Rasich (Rosalie & Eileen)

Saturday, July 25 - St. James, Apostle
No 8:00am

Sunday, July 26 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:15pm (Sat.) - Ed Michaylira (Denise & Zachary Neff)

6:30am - People of the Parish

8:00am - Mary Beth Spirk (Matthew & Liz Seaman)

9:30am - Martha Rancke (St. Theresa Seniors)

11:00am - Joseph Cavataio (Rectory staff) This Mass will be
celebrated at Dimmick Park

On Tuesdays, adoration will take place
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. Confessions
will not be heard on Tuesdays.

On the First Friday of each month, our
parish will hold devotions to St. Theresa
of the Child Jesus from 12:00pm -
3:00pm. Devotions will include
Eucharistic adoration. Confessions
will be heard from 12:00pm - 1:00pm.

Schedule is subject to change.
Please check the bulletin for updates.

Devotional Candles - July 19 - July 26

Sanctuary Candle
Jacqueline Gawlikowski (offered by Jill & Joe Gawlikowski)

St. Theresa Candle
Bishop Alfred A. Schlert (offered by Bill & Terri Zakocs)

BVM Candle
Justine Tito (offered by the Neff family)

St. Joseph Candle
Josephine Russo (offered by daughter, Pat)

Holy Family Candle
Rex Helfant and family (offered by Deacon Maurice & Judy Kelly)

Mass time

4:15pm Saturday
6:30am Sunday
8:00am Sunday
9:30am Sunday
11:00am Sunday

Liturgical Ministers Schedule: July 26, 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lector

Lisa Holub
Jeremy Leidich
Gabe Silverthorn
Joe Kazan

Linda Dull

EEM Altar server(s)
Deacon Dave Volunteer Needed
Deacon Dave Not Required
Deacon Dave Emmett Karol &Tommy Gregorsky
Deacon Dave Lay Brothers
Deacon Dave Sean Jebitsch
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You are invited to serve as

an Extraordinary Minister of "
Holy Communion, a Lector,

a Choir Member or Cantor, - e
an Usher, or a Greeter. ¢ *
We will train you! No experience <=
is needed. Scheduling is flexible. @

Time commitment is one hour per week or less.
Interested? Please call the rectory: 610-838-7045.

St.Theresa Parishneeds YOU \

Would you like to serve on the
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Pastoral Council?
Members of the council will collaborate with
Fr. Hutta to help form the future of St. Theresa
Parish. If interested, please deposit a note in the
Sunday collection basket containing your name,
occupation, and relevant skills and/or experience.
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Have)you/prayed yourjrosaryjtoc

Do you have an announcement for the parish bulletin?
Please email your publication-ready blurb to
bulletin.sttheresacjagmail.com
at least ten days before the desired date of publication.

The St. Theresa Parish Prayer Line offers
prayers for others’ intentions. Prayer intentions
may be emailed to Colleen Fitzgerald at
colleenfitzO@gmail.com or called in to Fred
Giordano at 610-838-6490. Prayer intentions will
be shared with Prayer Line members only. If you
would like to join us in praying for others’
intentions, please provide your information in the
Prayer Line Member Sign-Up below, and either
drop the completed form into the collection
basket or bring it to the rectory.

Join the St. Theresa Seniors to
see Sight & Sound Theater’s
“Joshua”
Tuesday, November 10
$169 per personincludes 11:00 am show,

bus transportation, and meal. For 2
information, call Nancy at 610-360-3738.

Name
Contact (one means only, please)

Email
Phone

Weekly Collection Report

The July 12 total is $9830. Thank you for your generosity!
Note that the July contribution envelopes normally mailed to
parishioners are not being provided by the publisher. Please
use the envelopes that have been placed in the church pews.

It’s vacation season, but St. Theresa
Parish doesn’t take time off. Please

be sure to hand inyour envelopes for the
weeks that you are away on vacation.
Better yet, sign up for Online Giving, which
enables you to donate from wherever you
are, using your computer or smart device.
Visit www.sttheresaotcj.org/giving
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EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

AT HOLY FAMILY VALLA

_'_

Holy Family Villa is looking for the right
candidates to fill several key positions.

@ PERSONAL CARE AIDE

Night Shift (Part Time)

PERSONAL CARE AIDE

Multiple Positions, (Per-diem)

HOUSEKEEPER

Full Time & Part Time

Housekeeping Sign-on Bonus:
Full-time Position, $500
Part-time Position, $250

Together, we care for those who have given a lifetime.

APPLY TODAY!

Scan the QR code
or submit to
resumes@allentowndiocese.org

allentowndiocese.isolved.com/jobs




Food for Thought: When God Says, “Recalculating”

Whenever | drive with the GPS switched on, a voice tells me which way to turn so that | can arrive at the destination
| entered. When everything works properly—and when | follow the directions—the GPS leads me where | need to go.

Of course, several things can interfere with the journey. | may have entered the wrong address. There may be
construction, traffic, an accident, or an unexpected detour. Sometimes, however, the problem is simply that | choose not
to follow the directions. When that happens, the GPS does not become angry. It does not abandon me on the side of the
road. Instead, it calmly announces: “Recalculating.” Then it finds another route to bring me back toward my destination.

Our spiritual lives often work in a similar way. We are all traveling toward an eternal destination: the house of our
heavenly Father. God has given us a spiritual GPS—the “God-Provided Spirit,” the Holy Spirit—who speaks within our
hearts, guides our decisions, warns us of danger, and directs us along the path that leads to God.

Yet we do not always listen. Sometimes we enter the wrong destination by making success, money, pleasure, power, or
popularity the center of our lives. Sometimes we ignore the prompting of the Holy Spirit because another road appears
easier or more attractive. Sometimes we know exactly what God is asking of us, but we stubbornly choose to travel in the
opposite direction.

The beautiful message of today’s readings is that God does not abandon us when we take a wrong turn. In His
mercy, He says to us: “Recalculating.”

God never condones evil, but neither does He cease loving the sinner. The Book of Wisdom describes Him as a God who is
just, yet merciful; powerful, yet patient; strong, yet lenient. God gives His children time to recognize their mistakes,
repent, and return to the right road.

The psalm proclaims: “Lord, You are good and forgiving.” God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and rich in kindness.
No matter how far we have wandered, the road back to Him remains open.

St. Paul reminds us that we are weak and do not always know how to pray as we ought. But the Holy Spirit comes to the
aid of our weakness. Even when our hearts are confused, wounded, or overwhelmed, the Spirit intercedes for us and
directs us toward the will of God.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the wheat and the weeds. The good seed and the weeds grow together in the
same field. This reflects the world in which we live. Good and evil exist side by side. Light and darkness struggle within
society, within our families, and even within our own hearts.

We naturally ask: Why does God allow evil? Why does He allow violence, war, disease, tragedy, injustice, and the suffering
of innocent people? Why does He not immediately uproot everything that is evil?

Jesus teaches us that God is patient because He sees what we cannot see. If the weeds are pulled up too quickly,
the wheat may also be damaged. God allows time for conversion, repentance, healing, and growth. The person who
appears to be a weed today may, through grace, become fruitful wheat tomorrow.

God permits evil, but God never causes evil. Much of the suffering in our world comes from human beings freely
choosing roads that lead away from God—roads of selfishness, hatred, greed, revenge, violence, and indifference.

But evil never has the final word. God can bring good even out of tragedy. He can bring courage out of fear, compassion
out of suffering, reconciliation out of division, holiness out of weakness, and new life out of death.

The end of the story has already been written: Good triumphs over evil. God triumphs over sin. Christ triumphs over death.

Our task is to help write the middle of the story. We do that by listening to the Holy Spirit. We do it by becoming good
seed in a field filled with weeds. We do it by becoming leaven that qfuietlg transforms the world around us. We do it by
c?%osing_forgiveness instead of resentment, charity instead of selfishness, truth instead of falsehood, and hope instead
of despair.

There will be roadblocks. There will be accidents, detours, disappointments, suffering, and temptation. At times, we will
make wrong turns. Yet the God-Provided Spirit remains with us. Through prayer, Sacred Scripture, the Sacraments, the
wisdom of the Church, and the voice of a properly formed conscience, the Holy Spirit continues to say:

“Turn here”” “Forgive this person.” “Leave that sin behind.” “Come back to Confession.” “Trust God.” “Do not be afraid.”

And whenever we wander, God’s mercy begins recalculating the route home. The question is not whether we have
ever taken a wrong turn. We all have. The real question is whether we will listen when the Holy Spirit directs us
back toward God.

Questions for Reflection ~ When | encounter evil and suffering, do | lose faith, or do | ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen
me? What wrong turns have | made in my spiritual life? Am [ listening to the guidance of the God-Provided Spirit?
How can | become good seed, light, and leaven for the people God places along my path?

No matter where we are on the journey, God has not abandoned us. His mercy is still guiding us, His Spirit is still
speaking, and the destination remains the same: the loving heart and eternal home of our Father.




Healing Service “Love Jesus Back” Family Holy Hour
‘ All are invited to a Healing Service for children of all ages
\ with Encounter Ministries, hosted Tuesday, September 8, 6:00pm
+y N~ by St. Francis de Sales Parish, St. Theresa Church, Hellertown
J Robesonia on Saturday, August 29, o
‘ / from 7:00pm to 10: 00pm. Pr&sﬁmg |WI|! be Fr:: Erengqn II:?ITOé:he, pastor:j at
T i .Ursula Parish, Fountain Hill. Come spen
woigﬁﬁ)mg?;gg#gg %19 Eﬁgs ggggel time with Our Lord in the Most Blessed
and individual prager teams Sacrament, thank Him for His great love, and
available for anyone seeking pray for those who do not get love Him in
healing. All are welcome, no return. A potluck dinner will precede the Holy
&= registration required. Hour, offering fellowship with other families.
,\ Sign up for the potluck at
o' tinyurl.com/4t34wr58
A charitable gift to St. Theresa of the _ _ _
Child Jesus Parish is a beautiful way to | This evening of prayer and fellowship
support the parish while also offering ’ is sponsored by the St. Monica
possible financial and tax benefits to the Ministry of the Allentown Diocese.
giver. Those who are 70%2 or older may '
make a Qualified Charitable Distribution

(QCD) directly from their IRA.AQCD may \
allow a gift to be excluded from taxable ‘
income. Every financial situation is unique,
S0 be sure to consult a tax advisor before
taking any action regarding your IRA. For
information, call Sue at 610-838-7045.

Memorialize a deceased loved one ¥
or offer prayers for the living b
lighting the Sanctuary candle, the
t. Theresa candle, the Blessed
Virgin Mary candle, the St. Joseph
candle, or the Holy Family candle.

Candles will be lighted for your intentions

J . . and will remain Iit for one full week.The
T The Giood Samaritan Society suggested offering per candle is $10.00.
- 5 offers short term assistance to For a lasting spiritual remembrance,
residents of Hellertown-Lower memorialize deceased loved ones with
Saucon Township. a St. Theresa Memorial Enroliment. A
If you or someone you know needs help, call the minimum donation of $25.00 is requested.
society confidentially at 610-509-5863. Monetary | Commemorate special occasions by enrolling
donations are accepted! Make checks payable to loved ones in the Little Flower Society. A
St. Theresa Church, with "FBO Good Samaritan minimum donation of $15.00 is requested.
oty Please contact the Rectory at 610-838-7045
Society" as the memo. : . : .
with your intentions, memorials, and
enrollments.

Weekday Mass with Bishop Schlert

Join Bishop Schlert for weekday Mass as we come
together in faith and unity. i

PRAY FOR

Thursday, September 3, 8:00am
Holy Trinity Church
4456 Main Street, Whitehall

Wednesday, September 16, 8:00am  §
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
3219 Santee Road, Bethlehem

All are welcome to join in these special
celebrations of the Holy Eucharist, part of the
Diocese’s Because We Are Catholic initiative.
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St. Theresa Church and Preschool Gift Card Fundraiser

Earn cash for your parish church and preschool simply by purchasing gift cards for your favorite retailers.

Fill out the form below and briné; it with payment to the reotor% between 9:00am and 2:30pm or
deposit form and payment into the Sunday collection basket. You will be notified when your order is ready.

Name:

Phone:

lunderstand that neither St. Theresa Church nor St. Theresa Preschool is responsible for lost or stolen gift cards.

Merchant Gift Card Denomination 7 of Cards Desired Total Cost
Amazon (1.70% rebate) $100
Amazon (1.70% rebate) $25
Barnes & Noble (8% rebate) $25
Barnes & Noble (8% rebate) $10
Bath & Body Works (12% rebate) $25
Bath & Body Works (12% rebate) $10
Chipotle (10% rebate) $10
CVS Pharmacy (6% rebate) $25
Dick’s Sporting Goods (8% rebate) $25
Dunkin (3.5% rebate) $10
Dunkin (3.5% rebate) $25
Five Below (2.5% rebate) $50
Giant (5% rebate) $100
Giant (5% rebate) $50
Giant (5% rebate) $25
Home Depot (4% rebate) $25
Lowes (4% rebate) $25
McDonald’s (2% rebate) $10
Old Navy (14% rebate) $25
Panera Bread (8% rebate) $25
Panera Bread (8% rebate) $10
Red Robin (8% rebate) $25
Shop Rite (4% rebate) $100
Shop Rite (4% rebate) $25
Starbucks (4.5% rebate) $10
Starbucks (4.5% rebate) $25
Target (2.5% rebate) $25
Target (2.5% rebate) $10
TJ Maxx/Marshall’s/ HomeGoods (7% rebate) = $25
Walmart (2.5% rebate) $25
Wawa (1% rebate) $25

Total number of gift cards:

Total amount due:

PLEASE NOTE: Gift cards are available ONLY for the merchants whose names appear
on this form. Please do not request a gift card for any merchant not listed.

Please make checks payable to St. Theresa Church. Please handle your gift cards as you would cash!



RECTORY OFFICE: 610-838-7045
EMAIL: sttheresacj@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.sttheresaotcj.org

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP)
EMAIL: PREPsttheresacj@gmail.com
PREP OFFICE: 610-838-1020

ST. THERESA OF THE CHILD JESUS PRESCHOOL
DIRECTOR: Mrs. Mary J. Morsbach

PRESCHOOL OFFICE: 610-838-8161
secretary@stsprekhellertown.com

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE

DIOCESAN COORDINATOR : Ms. Wendy Krisak, M.A., NCC, LPC
VICTIM ASSISTANCE HOTLINE: 1-800-791-9209

EMAIL: victimsassistance@allentowndiocese.org

DIOCESAN SAFEENVIRONMENT

DIOCESAN COORDINATOR: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS
TELEPHONE: 610-871-5200, ext. 2204
EMAIL: prusso@allentowndiocese.org

CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE REPORTING SERVICE
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please
visit www.ReportBishopAbuse.org OR call 800-276-1562.

CONFESSIONS
Saturdays, 3:00pm - 3:45pm; First Fridays, 12:00pm -
1:00pm.

DEVOTIONS

FIRST FRIDAYS: 7:30am recitation of prayers to the Sacred
Heart followed by 8:00am Mass. Confessions are heard
after Mass.

FIRST SATURDAYS: 7:30am rosary recitation followed by
8:00am Mass. Confessions are heard after Mass.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Tuesdays, 6:00pm - 7:00pm

ROSARY will be prayed every weekday in the church
immediately following the 8:00am Mass.

ENROLLMENTS AND CANDLES

ST. THERESA MEMORIAL ENROLLMENT: For deceased loved
ones, a monthly Mass is offered. Suggested offering $25.

LITTLE FLOWER SOCIETY ENROLLMENT: To commemorate a
special occasion, enrollees are remembered in a monthly Mass.
Suggested offering $15.

The Sanctuary, St. Joseph, Blessed Virgin Mary, Sacred Heart,
St. Theresa and Holy Family candles may be lighted for the
deceased and for the intentions of the living. Suggested
offering $10.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS
Please csﬂl the rectorg:'%lo-g3%-7845.

MUSIC DIRECTOR ) _
Matthew Sweitzer (choirofthelittleflower@gmail.com)

LAY MINISTERS ) )
Linda Dull (Linda.s.dull@gmail.com), Loretta Ulincy

PARISH SECRETARY
Isabella LaTassa, sttheresacj@gmail.com

FINANCE MANAGER i )
Susan Cavataio, finance.sttheresacj@gmail.com

BULLETIN EDITOR
Celeste Behe, bulletin.sttheresacj@gmail.com

GIRL SCOUTS/C.Y.O. - Hilary Jebitsch
HOLY NAME SOCIETY -Thomas Wiley

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Bernard Antonovich
(knights14990@gmail.com)

BOY SCOUTS - Steven Moser (smoser@ptd.net),
Curt Fitzgerald

LADIES GUILD - Stephanie Velez (sdvelez@ptd.net)

PRAYER LINE - Colleen Fitzgerald
(colleenfitz0@gmail.com), Fred Giordano (610-838-6490)

SENIORS GROUP - Isabella LaTassa
sttheresacj@gmail.com)

GRIEF SUPPORT - Miriam Martin (610-442-0947),
Ellie Fenner, Jacqueline Yelovich

SALESIANLAY ASSN FOR MARRIED & SINGLES
(S.L.A.M.S.) - Tom Vresics (tvresicsi@gmail.com)

L. H.M. COMPANIONS - Priscilla Dole
(priscilla.dole@gmail.com)

FUNERAL LITURGY TEAM - Linda Dull
(Linda.s.dull@gmail.com), Bob Martin, Miriam Martin

LECTORS /EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Lisa Albitz
(Lisa Albitz@yahoo.com), Dr. Francis J. Vasko
(Vasko@Kutztown.edu)

DIVINE MERCY CENACLE - Felicia Wallach
(wallach20@rcn.com)

ALTAR SERVERS (Youth and Adult) - Williom Ripper
(wjripper@gmail.com)

GOOD SAMARITAN SOCIETY - Steven Moser
(smoser@ptd.net), (610-509-5863)

ST. MONICA MINISTRY - Celeste Behe
(stmonicaministry27@gmail.com)

LAY CARMELITES, PROVINCE OF ST. ELIAS -
Linda Dull (Linda.s.dull@gmail.com), Deacon Maurice Kelly

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (CGS) -
Maria Jones (marialellis@gmail.com)

HOSPITAL VISITS: On being admitted to any area hospital, please notify the Rectory Office and provide the hospital
with our parish code, which is #177. Pastoral services cannot be obtained without the patient's explicit authorization.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: To arrange for the Anointing of the Sick, please call 610-838-7045, day or night.
COMMUNION CALLS: To arrange for Holy Communion to be brought to the ill or homebound, please contact

Bob Martin. Call (732)589-1168 or email Gman3700@aol.com.

WEDDINGS: Engaged couples should make arrangements at least one year in advance of their wedding date.
A marriage preparation program must be completed at least six months before the wedding.

BAPTISMS: Parents who desire baptism for their child(ren) are asked to call the rectory at 610-838-7045.
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