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St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Roman Catholic Church
1408 Easton Road, Hellertown, PA'18055

Rev. John Anthony Hutta ll,
Parochial Administrator

Rev. Dr. John A. Krivak,
3 2 Pastor Emeritus
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FOR THEIRS IS THE ™. ¥l DeaconDavidK. Rohner
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Masses
Monday - Friday, 8:00am;
Saturday (Vigil Mass), 5:00 pm;
Sunday, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am

Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays, 6:00pm - 7:00pm;
First Fridays, 12:00pm - 3:00pm

Confessions
Saturdays, 4:00pm - 4:30pm;
First Fridays, 12:00pm - 1:00pm

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Saturday, February 7th, 4:30pm - 6:30pm
Friendship Hall

Dine-In or Take-Out
Let us make dinner for you before the “Big Game”!

Dine-In menu: Pasta, Meatballs, Salad,
Bread, Beverage, Make-Your-Own-Sundae Bar

Take-Out Menu: Pasta, Meatballs, Salad, Bread, and Cookies |

Adults $14 / Children (6-18) $12
BrChildren 5 and under: FREE - Family of four $50pm#




t+ February 1,2026 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Calendar, February 1-February 8

Sunday, February 1
Blessing of Throats after all Masses.

Monday, February 2

CGS1,ChurchLL, 9:45am - 11:45am

CGS2, ChurchLL, 4:30pm - 6:30pm

Boy Scouts, Parish Center, 7:00pm

KoC, Friendship Hall, 7:00pm

Tuesday, February 3

Good Samaritan Society , Parish Center, 5:00pm
Eucharistic Adoration, Church, 6:00pm -
7:00pm

Ladies Guild, Friendship Hall, 6:30pm

Wednesday, February 4
PREP 1-6, School Bldg., 4:30 - 5:45
Family of Faith, Friendship Hall, 6:15pm

Thursday, February 5
CGS1, Church LL, 9:45am - 11:45am
PREP 8, Parish Center, 6:30pm - 7:45pm

Friday, February 6

NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

KoC Pasta Bowl prep, Friendship Halll,
4:00pm

Saturday, February 7
KoC Pasta Bowl, Friendship Hall, 4:30pm -
6:30pm

Sunday, February 8
No meetings or events scheduled.

example, | forgive
my persecutors.
J ldonot hate them.
s |ask God to have pity
onalland!hope
my blood will fall
onmy fellow men
as a fruitful rain.”

St. Paul Miki,
/ martyr of Nagasaki,

/f “After Christ’s

feast day February 6

Liturgical Ministers Schedule,

Mass Intentions, February 1-February 8

Sunday, February1- 4" Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00pm (Sat.) - Vanessa and Steve Czachor, Leonardo
Giovanini, William Giovanini (Valcy Giovanini)

8:00am - People of the Parish

9:30am (PREP Mass ) - Anna Cottone Covello (Children)
11:00am - Sally Chaffier (Avia & Teles families)

Monday, February 2-The Presentation of the Lord
8:00am - David Petruno H&W (Linda & Larry Dull)

Tuesday, February 3 - St. Blaise, Bishop and
Martyr
8:00am - Olga Gushen (Gary & Jan Gushen)

Wednesday, February 4 - Weekday
8:00am - Living and deceased members of the Gehris and
Yuhas families (Martha Gehris)

Thursday, February 5 - St. Agatha, Virgin and
Martyr

8:00am - Chris Christman and family (Mom, Cecilia
Christman)

Friday, February 6 - St. Paul Miki and Companions,
Martyrs
8:00am - Little Flower Society

Saturday, February7 - Weekday
8:00am - Holy Souls in Purgatory

Sunday, February 8 - 5th Sundayin Ordinary Time
5:00pm (Sat.) - Lennon Thomas (Smith family)

8:00am - People of the Parish

9:30am - Rose Bianchi (St. Theresa Seniors)

11:00am - Pauline &Albert Magniarini (Alice & David
Magniarini)

If you or a loved one is ill, hospitalized, or residinﬁ] in a nursing
home, please notify the Parish Rectory of St. Theresa of the
Child Jesus at 610-838-7045.
Due to privacy regulations, hospitals and care facilities are
not permitted to inform the parish of admissions. The only
way we know someone is in need of pastoral care is if you or
a family member contacts us directly. Once we are aware, a
%‘lest will be hasppg to arrange a visit for fpragelj, Holy
ommunion, the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, or
Confession, as appropriate. Your call allows us to care for you
spiritually during times of illness and difficulty.

Please do not hesitate to reach out—we are here for you.

February7/8 - 5th Sundayin Ordinary Time

Mass time Lector

EEM Altar server(s)

5:00pm Saturday Janice Sodemann
8:00am Sunday Chris Roth
9:30am Sunday Jeremy Leidich
11:00am Sunday Maria Jones

Janice Sodemann Evans Brothers

Chris Roth Isaac & Samuel Smith
Deacon Dave Ponce Brothers
Maria Jones Greg Jones




St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr for the Faith:
Patron of Candlemakers and Those With Throat Ailments

St. Blaise was the Bishop of Sabaste in Armenia (modern-day Sivas,
Turkey). He is believed to have suffered martyrdom in the persecution of
Licinius in the early 4th century, about the year 316.

It is said that one day, a woman rushed her only son, who was
choking on a fish bone, to St. Blaise. The saint blessed the boy, and
the fishbone was immediately dislodged. Another time, a destitute
widow told St. Blaise that a wolf had carried off a small pig, her only
possession. The saint told her, “Do not weep, your pig will be
returned to you.” To the astonishment of everyone, the wolf came
running back and returned his prey unharmed.

Arrested for professing the True Faith, St. Blaise was tortured and
imprisoned. It is said that the woman whose pig had been returned
brought two fine wax candles to dispel the gloom of St. Blaise’s dark cell.

Steadfastly refusing to renounce the Faith, St. Blaise had his skin torn with
wool-carding combs and was ultimately beheaded.

The story of St. Blaise shows us that the saints are concerned about such
mundane aspects of our lives as sore throats! Their concern is a

reflection of God’s own love for us.

Men's Morning of Reflection:
Authentic Masculinity

Please note that the Blessing of Throats will be

offered after all Masses this weekend.

Women's Lenten Conference
Saturday, March 7, 8:00am - 3:00pm

Cathedral of Saint Catharine of Siena
1875 West Turner Street Allentown

Ina world of division and strained
relationships, the Women's Lenten Conference
offers hope and practical tools for unity. Join
the Bishop's Commission for Women for Mass
with Bishop Schlert, lunch, confessions,
Eucharistic adoration, and presentations. Hear
from cultural commentator Noelle Mering,
author of Awake, Not Woke, as well as
psychologist Dr. Ray Guarendi, a national
radio and television host known for
faith-based counsel on Catholic family life.
Register at
www.allentowndiocese.org/catholic-
life/resources-women/love-hope-holiness-
womens-lenten-conference-2026

Saturday, March 14, 8:00am - 12:00pm
Marian Catholic High School
166 Marian Ave, Tamaqua

This free event includes Mass and continental
breakfast, along with presentations by Hannah
Shafer, Assistant Director of Programs at the
Theology of the Body Institute, and Fr. Nikolai
Brelinsky, Parochial Vicar at St. Joseph the
Worker Parish, Orefield. All men are of the
diocese are encouraged to take part in this
morning of prayer, fellowship, and reflection.
There is no cost to attend, but registration is
required. Register at
allentowndiocese.flocknote.com/
signup/241012
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Grounded in God: The Strength of True Humility

May you continue to reflect on God’s action in your life, and may that reflection move you—quietly,
courageously—to reach out to others and share the Good News of God’s love.

For many of us, humility has been misunderstood. When we were younger, it was easy to confuse humility with
humiliation—to think that being humble meant shrinking ourselves, becoming invisible, or allowing others to walk
all over us. But that is not the humility revealed in Scripture, nor the humility lived by the saints.

Yes, both humility and humiliation come from the Latin humus, meaning earth or ground. But humility does not
mean thinking of ourselves as “just dirt.” It means being grounded—rooted firmly in God. True humility is not
thinking less of ourselves; it is thinking of ourselves less often, because our lives are anchored in Christ.

Authentic humility is active, not passive. It does not silence our gifts; it places them at the service of others. We
act, we serve, we speak, we lead—not for self-glory, but because we know everything we are and have has
first been given by God.

Mary: Humble and Strong

Mary is the living icon of this humility. In the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), she does not deny what God has done in
her. She proclaims it boldly—but she gives God all the glory. She is lowly, yet fearless. Humble, yet decisive.
Grounded, yet lifted up. Her humility becomes the doorway through which salvation enters the world.

The Anawim: God’s Chosen Poor

Today’s Scriptures point us again and again to the Anawim—the poor, the lowly, the “bent-over ones.”
Zephaniah urges us to seek the Lord, seek humility. The psalm reminds us that God listens closely to the lowly.
St. Paul tells the Corinthians that God often chooses what the world overlooks: the weak, the forgotten, the
humble—so that no one may boast except in the Lord.

Humility begins with truth: | need God. Not because | am useless—but because | am loved.
Jesus, the New Moses

In the Gospel, Jesus ascends the mountain and sits down—the posture of a teacher with authority. St. Matthew
presents Him as the New Moses, but greater still: God speaking face to face with His people. Moses delivered
ten commandments; Jesus gives us nine Beatitudes—not rules to obey, but a way of lite to become.

And He begins where everything begins: “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”

Humility—poverty of spirit—is the foundation of everfy other Beatitude. Without it, mercy becomes pride,
justice becomes ideology, and sacrifice becomes self-display. With it, everything becomes grace.

Humble... and Active

The first Beatitudes describe the Anawim: the poor, the meek, the sorrowing, the hungry. They trust God even
when life is heavy. The next Beatitudes show what humility does: it shows mercy, seeks peace, works for justice,
and endures suffering for the Gospel.

True humility does not say, “I'm no good.” True humility says, “God is good—and He can work through me.”
It empowers us to speak carefully, act responsibly, serve generously, and suffer willingly if it leads others to
God.

Living the Beatitudes Today

Humility shapes how we live right now:

- how we speak to others

- how we use our gifts

- how we respond to hardship

- how we rejoice with the joyful and walk with the wounded

Not because a rule demands it—but because love compels it.
A Question for the Heart

How have | understood humility until now?
Dol see it as weakness—or as bein%grounded in God’s love and strength?
How can | more humbly—and more boldly—give witness to the Gospel through my service of others?

Jesus began His great sermon with humility because He wants it to shape our hearts first. He has given us
everything we need for the journey to Heaven—grace, mercy, and a roadmap. That road begins low to the
ground... but it leads straight into the Kingdom of God.




Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Feh. 2)

This feast, observed forty days after Christmas,
marks the day that Mary and Joseph would have
brought Jesus to the Temple. We are called to
participate in this feast in two ways. First,
although each of us is unworthy of entering the
God’s Temple in Heaven, we are invited to enter it in
union with Mary, our Blessed Mother. Second, as
St. Joseph brought the Child Jesus to the temple
priest who would offer Him to the Father, he also
presents all of us who strive to live in union with
Jesus. By these means, we hope that, like Simeon
and Anna, others will behold Christ in us.

In His appearances to St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque, Our Lord
designated the first Friday of each
month as a day to honor His Sacred
Heart and to make reparation.

Please join the St. Theresa
community inits First Friday
devotions on February 6 prior to
the 8:00am Mass.

There will be no First Friday
Eucharistic Adoration and
Confession on February 6.

First Friday Adoration and
Confession will resume on
March 6.

e = »
AR 8@

The St. Theresa Good Samaritan Society

offers short term assistance to residents
of Hellertown and Lower Saucon Township.
If you or someone you know needs help,
the society can be reached confidentially
at 610-509-5863. Monetary donations
are also gratefully accepted. Please make
checks payable to St. Theresa Church, with
"'FBO Good Samaritan Society" as the memo.

The Golden Sweepers Ministry

- The Golden Sweepers cleanand care for
God’s house. Our humble efforts help to
beautify the sacred spaces of our parish.

We will meet Friday, February 6
at10:00amin the church.

ﬁ Refreshments will be served post-cleaning
- sothat you can relax and enjoy the
company of fellow Sweepers.
Please join us!
Call the rectory at 610-838-7045.

Seeking Employment?

If you are underemployed or unemployed or
know someone who is, let Joseph's People help!
Join us on Zoom on Tuesday, February 10 at
6:00pm. Our topic will be "Basics of Networking.
We have helped thousands of people over the
years and there is never a fee for our services.
For information, please email Paul Licata at
pauljosephlicata@gmail.com
Learn more about the organization
at www.josephspeople.org

DID YOU KNOW? The Church dedicates the
month of February to the Holy Family.

Young Adult Mardi Gras Party

! Tuesday, February 17
7:00pm-9:00pm

Holy Family Parish Center

508 W. Center St., Nazareth

The Commission for Young Adults would like to
invite all the Young Adults in the Diocese of
Allentown to the 2nd annual Mardi Gras event.
Enjoy an evening of conversation, community,
and indulging in some delicious foods and drinks
we might give up during the 40 days of Lent.
To register, email Zelenda Hodgskin:
zhodgskin@allentowndiocese.org

Devotional Candles for the Week of February 1

Sanctuary Candle
Special Intention
(offered by Mary Ann Micklus)

H St. Theresa Candle

ey *j Special Intention
s (offered by Jim Altimare)
BVM Candle

Special Intention
(offered by the Gangi family)

g:ﬁ

L St. Joseph Candle
Carin Volpi
(offered by Mary Neher and family)



mailto:pauljosephlicata@gmail.com
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A AD THE SCALLY
7.l - BROTHERS

Help Unlock Your Children’s
God-Given Gifts!

Live Music

Talk For Parents &
Children (gmdes 9 and up)

Vigil Mass with
Bishop Schlert @ 4:30

Z8TH 5o L.

BETHLEHEM N
CATHOLIC HiGH SCHOOL —

2133 MADISON AVE, BETHLEHEM 2o ﬁ+
CONTACT: ZHODGSKIN@ALLENTOWNDIOCESE.ORG

Ol e

Valentine’s Day
Complimentary Buffet Dinner

for those who are grieving
or have recently experienced a loss.

Wednesday, February 11
5:00pm-7:00pm
Heintzelman’s Carriage House
326 Main Street (rear), Hellertown
Reservations must be made before February 5.
Contact Kristen at 610-838-0521 or
kristen@heintzelmanfh.com

Do you need a copy of your 2025 tax
contribution statement? Please email
sttheresacj@gmail.com

Any parishioner who does not have access to
email may obtain a statement b
calling the rectory: 610-838-7045.

The collection total for January 25 will
be published in next week’s bulletin.

Do you have an announcement for the bulletin?

Please email your publication-ready blurb to
bulletin.sttheresacj@gmail.com

at least ten days before the desired date of publication.

o2 Our Lady has asked that we
08 3 pray the rosary every day.

YOUR ROSARY TODAY?

Onlﬁrr34 days until Bingo resumes!
The first Bingo of 2026 will take place
on Saturday, March 7.

Young Adult Holy Hour

Cathedral of St. Catharine of Siena
1825 W Turner St., Allentown

Young adults of the diocese are invited to a
Holy Hour on the first Friday of each month,
throughout 2026. Our first young adult
Holy Hour will take place February 6.

Adoration and Confessions will be
7:30pm-8:30pm, followed by a social
from 8:30pm-9:30pm. Please sign up at
allentowndiocese.
flocknote.com/signup/242492

Would you like to join St. Theresa Parish ?
Our Roman Catholic Family of Faith welcomes you!
Please call 610-838-7045 for information.

Please deposit old blessed
palms in the designated basket
in the church vestibule. The
palms will be burned and the
ashes blessed and distributed
on Ash Wednesday.

4

4

The IHM Companions will
meet Tuesday, February 10,
from 3:30 to 4:45 in the
meeting room on the lower
level of the Rectory.

Our topic will be “Hannah: God listens to our
prayers.” All are welcome.

Baptism Preparation

Parents desiring Baptism for their child(ren) must
attend a Baptism preparation session. The session
will be offered on the first Monday of every month

at 7:00pm. Registration is required at least two
weeks prior to the start of the session. To register,
please call the rectory at 610-838-7045.
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This week at St. Theresa Preschool: Winter Wonderland fun!

Letter “N”is for noo

s - { L
o . 4 " ]
2 W P e |
\ L £ w1 X : .
| . st =n \ o -
y
; - i i
- 5 R %y i oo
" 2 5 S .. .
e e ; . B e
S 5
! "
A b W

t

Snowflakes with Mr. Westgate, snowman art creations, shape sorting,
penguin hats, and outdoor snow coloring made learning extra special.




St. Theresa Church and Preschool Gift Card Fundraiser

Earn cash for your parish church and preschool simply by purchasing gift cards for
your favorite retailers. No selling, no taking orders, no sales pitches!

Fill qut the form below and bring it with payment to the rector‘gI between 9:00am and 2:30pm or
deposit form and payment into the Sunday collection basket. You will be notified when your order is ready.

Name: Phone:
lunderstand that neither St. Theresa Church nor St. Theresa Preschool is responsible for lost or stolen gift cards.

Merchant Gift Card Denomination 7 of Cards Desired Total Cost
Amazon (1.70% rebate) $100
Amazon (1.70% rebate) $25
Barnes & Noble (8% rebate) $25
Barnes & Noble (8% rebate) $10
Bath & Body Works (12% rebate) $25
Bath & Body Works (12% rebate) $10
Chipotle (10% rebate) $10
CVS Pharmacy (6% rebate) $25
Dick’s Sporting Goods (8% rebate) $25
Dunkin (3.5% rebate) $10
Five Below (2.5% rebate) $25
Fresh Grocer (Valley Farm) (5% rebate) $ 50
Giant (5% rebate) $100
Giant (5% rebate) $50
Giant (5% rebate) $25
Home Depot (4% rebate) > 25
Lowes (4% rebate) $25
McDonald’s (2% rebate) $10
Old Navy (14% rebate) $25
Panera Bread (8% rebate) $25
Panera Bread (8% rebate) $10
Red Robin (8% rebate) $25
Rite Aid (4% rebate) $25
Sheetz (3% rebate) $25
Shop Rite (4% rebate) $100
Shop Rite (4% rebate) $25
Starbucks (4.5% rebate) $10
Starbucks (4.5% rebate) $25
Subway (4.5% rebate) $10
Target (2.5% rebate) $25
Target (2.5% rebate) $10
TJ Maxx/Marshall’s HomeGoods (7% rebate) $25
Walmart (2.5% rebate) $25
Wawa (1% rebate) $25

Total number of gift cards: Total amount due:

PLEASE NOTE; Gift cards are available ONLY for the merchants whose names appear
on this form. Please do not request a gift card for any merchant not listed.

Please make checks payable to St. Theresa Church. Please handle your gift cards as you would cash!



RECTORY OFFICE: 610-838-7045
EMAIL: sttheresacj@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.sttheresaotcj.org

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP)
EMAIL: PREPsttheresacj@gmail.com
PREP OFFICE: 610-838-1020

ST. THERESA OF THE CHILD JESUS PRESCHOOL
DIRECTOR: Mrs. Mary J. Morsbach

PRESCHOOL OFFICE: 610-838-8161
secretary@stsprekhellertown.com

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE

DIOCESAN COORDINATOR : Ms. Wendy Krisak, M.A., NCC, LPC
VICTIM ASSISTANCE HOTLINE: 1-800-791-9209

EMAIL: victimsassistance@allentowndiocese.org

DIOCESAN SAFEENVIRONMENT

DIOCESAN COORDINATOR: Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS
TELEPHONE: 610-871-5200, ext. 2204

EMAIL: prusso@allentowndiocese.org

CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE REPORTING SERVICE
If you have an allegation of abuse against a bishop, please
visit www.ReportBishopAbuse.org OR call 800-276-1562.

CONFESSIONS
Saturdays, 4:00pm - 4:30pm; First Fridays, 12:00pm -
1:00pm.

DEVOTIONS

FIRST FRIDAYS: 7:30am recitation of prayers to the Sacred
Heart followed by 8:00am Mass. Confessions are heard
after Mass.

FIRST SATURDAYS: 7:30am rosary recitation followed by
8:00am Mass. Confessions are heard after Mass.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Tuesdays, 6:00pm - 7:00pm

ROSARY will be prayed every weekday in the church
immediately following the 8:00am Mass.

ENROLLMENTS AND CANDLES
ST. THERESA MEMORIAL ENROLLMENT: For deceased loved
ones, a monthly Mass is offered. Suggested offering $25.

LITTLE FLOWER SOCIETY ENROLLMENT: To commemorate a
special occasion, enrollees are remembered in a monthly Mass.
Suggested offering $15.

The Sanctuary, St. Joseph, Blessed Virgin Mary, and
St. Theresa candles may be lighted for the deceased and for
the intentions of the living. Suggested offering $10.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS
Please call the rectory: 610-838-7045.

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Matthew Sweitzer (choirofthelittleflower@gmail.com)

LAY MINISTERS
Linda Dull (Linda.s.dull@gmail.com), Loretta Ulincy

PARISH SECRETARY
Isabella LaTassa, sttheresacj@gmail.com

FINANCE MANAGER
Susan Cavataio, finance.sttheresacj@gmail.com

BULLETIN EDITOR
Celeste Behe, bulletin.sttheresacj@gmail.com

GIRL SCOUTS/C.Y.0. - Hilary Jebitsch
HOLY NAME SOCIETY -Thomas Wiley

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Bernard Antonovich
(knights14990@gmail.com)

BOY SCOUTS - Steven Moser (smoser@ptd.net),
Curt Fitzgerald

LADIES' GUILD - Stephanie Velez (sdvelez@ptd.net)

PRAYER LINE - Colleen Fitzgerald
(colleenfitz0@gmail.com), Fred Giordano (610-838-6490)

SENIORS GROUP - Nancy Mosko (610-360-3738)

GRIEF SUPPORT - Miriam Martin (610-442-0947),
Ellie Fenner, Jacqueline Yelovich

SALESIANLAY ASSN FOR MARRIED & SINGLES
(S.L.A.M.S.) - Tom Vresics (tvresicsl@gmail.com)

.H.M. COMPANIONS - Priscilla Dole
(priscilla.dole@gmail.com)

FUNERAL LITURGY TEAM - Linda Dull
(Linda.s.dull@gmail.com), Bob Martin, Miriam Martin

LECTORS /[EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS - Lisa Abitz
(Lisa.Albitz@yahoo.com), Dr. Francis J. Vasko
(Vasko@Kutztown.edu)

DIVINE MERCY CENACLE - Felicia Wallach
(wallach20@rcn.com)

ALTAR SERVERS (Youth and Adult) - William Ripper
(wjripper@gmail.com)

GOOD SAMARITAN SOCIETY - Steven Moser
(smoser@ptd.net), (610-509-5863)

ST. MONICA MINISTRY - Celeste Behe
(stmonicaministry27@gmail.com)

LAY CARMELITES, PROVINCE OF ST. ELIAS -
Linda Dull (Linda.s.dull@gmail.com), Deacon Maurice Kelly

HOSPITAL VISITS: On being admitted to any area hospital, please notify the Rectory Office and provide the hospital
with our parish code, which is #177. Pastoral services cannot be obtained without the patient's explicit authorization.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: To arrange for the Anointing of the Sick, please call 610-838-7045, day or night.

COMMUNION CALLS: To arrange for Holy Communion to be brought to the ill or homebound, please contact
Bob Martin. Call (732)589-1168 or email Gman3700@aol.com.

WEDDINGS: Engaged couples should make arrangements at least one year in advance of their wedding date.
A marriage preparation program must be completed at least six months before the wedding.

BAPTISMS: Parents who desire baptism for their child(ren) are asked to call the rectory at 610-838-7045.
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