
 

Keeping the Memory Alive: Building the Scott Club Website 
A talk given on Tuesday 2nd November 2026 by Lee A. Simpson to members of the 

Edinburgh Sir Walter Scott Club in Edinburgh. 

 
Back in 1995 a supernatural experience occurred which put an old copy of Peveril of the Peak in my hand. I 

took it as a sign and attempted to read it. It was bloody difficult, and it took many attempts to grapple with each 

paragraph until I got the gist of the language. This was made especially trying, being an uneducated, dim-wit 

from a broken-family in Salford. But I wasn’t going to give in…. as it was just the medicine needed to give 

substance to this vacuous mind.  

 

A few years later Fate also played a hand in bringing me to Edinburgh. Then, having read a few more Scott 

novels I was keen to find a Scott Club. Thankfully the Writers’ Museum pointed me in the direction of a chap 

called Elgin in Peebles.  

 

Before long I was attending the Annual Dinner. A stately affair held in the Balmoral (The N.B. or North British 

as it was still referred to). It felt like I was at one of the last, great Victorian Dinners. Someone mentioned while 

I listened to Tom Fleming that if the Queen Mother died he would have to cut his lecture short as he was the 

only one qualified to announce the news to the nation! I felt lost. But, the membership was considerate and I 

was seated next to the Club Secretary to whom I happened to mention that I had been searching local second-

hand book-shops in the hope of completing my collection of Waverley Novels.  

 

That news must have reached Fraser Elgin, the Treasurer, as within a few weeks I received a letter inviting me 

to lunch at this very club (the New Club) with an offer to assist me. Of course, I promptly ignore it, imagining 

that he was an Earl or such like….  

 

The following year the routine letter for my subscription arrived and I returned it along with a small donation.. 

and back came another letter again requesting the meeting. You must remember that back then the Scott Club 

had only recently begun running regular lectures… Just 1 a year…  and somehow I hadn’t bumped into him by 

that point.  

 

We arranged to meet in June 2001. And within minutes he was asking me to take over his role as the Treasurer. 

Being in his 80s he was desperate to get shot of the position. Really desperate. I thought, he doesn’t know me 

from Adam. I could be some crook from Salford and this guy needs time to reconsider. So, I gave him some 

cock-and-bull story that I needed to go to America with work or such like.. and would only think about it if 

circumstances changed.    

 

Within a few months, I realized I couldn’t shake the guy off and so accepted, and was fast-tracked onto the Club 

Council. For the next few years, I quietly listened and learned about the workings of the Club. I also took up 

position as co-Editor of the Annual Bulletin with Fraser, and worked with him to expand the range of events for 

the Club programme.  

 

I tried to boost membership with a flimsy leaflet that I circulated to all the tourist sites.. It yielded quite a few 

new members.  

 

At that time, I must have had a mid-life crisis as I took the brave step of giving up my highly paid job (yet 

exceptionally stressful job in IT) to become a cabaret singer.. and had built myself a website to attract 

customers. I proposed the idea of a website to the Club and this was the result.  

 



In 2005 the Club had its first website. It was rather simple. But, it included details of Club events, had contact 

information and a list of Presidents. 

 

 
The image has been taken from the Internet Archive, though it hasn’t rendered the background pattern 

correctly, I think you get the idea.  

 

The font is Cloister Black. I had seen it used in Scott Novels as the header to new chapters. The oval image was 

taken from a copy of our Annual Bulletin. It shows a "Cut silhouette" taken of Sir Walter and his dog Spice by 

Augustin Edouart in 1831.  The design had been used since 1995 on the cover of our printed Bulletins after 

being chosen by Patricia Maxwell-Scott and Fraser Elgin. For years I had had correspondence with various 

galleries and was unable to trace the owner of the work… But recently I have discovered that it was published 

in a book called Ancestors in Silhouette (1921) by E. Nevill Jackson. It seems that the reason I was struggling to 

trace the owners is because it is actually 2 separate images taken from the same page in that book.  

 

 

….I must add… that over the last 20 years I’ve morphed from being a Cabaret Singer into a Wedding Singer 

and then a Wedding DJ and now also a Wedding and Business Photographer… and as I only really have to 

work weekends I have had plenty of time to raise my kids and devote thousands of hours to building the Scott 

Club website. 

 

 



Back in early 2000s Fraser Elgin moved house and while in the process of clearing up he discovered a box of 

old Reel-to-Reel audio tapes and he asked me if I’d like to look at them. I couldn’t believe what he had given 

me. It turned out that back in the 1960s the Club recorded the main Speaker at the Annual Dinner so that their 

talks could be transcribed for the Bulletin….. and in that very box were the recordings of some really big names 

including Harold Macmillan. I just had to get them digitized. 

 

Before long I had some of them available on CD (at least the ones that I could identify as not all were 

labelled)… and made them available for Club members to purchase for a small donation to funds. 

 

I eventually found a way to get some of them online on the Presidents page. But, that made me realize that if I 

had the recording……  it would also be best to include the actual transcripts of their addresses too. And so I set 

about scanning pages and pages of bulletins using some archaic Optical Character Recognition Software. It was 

a really slow process. As I had to copy just a few paragraphs of text at a time and paste them into a new 

document… all the while checking them for errors and spelling mistakes. Each one would take the best part of 

day.  

 

Nonetheless the project was underway and soon the website had not only the audio recording of John Buchan, 

Harold Macmillan, Lady Antonia Fraser, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, Hugh Trevor-Roper, Ian Grimble, the Duke 

Of Buccleuch, Allan Massie, Edwin Morgan, Dorothy Dunnett and Archie Turnbull… it also had the text of 

their talks too.  

 

 
 

What you can see here is the list of Presidents of the Club.. The Bold Blue text had links to the ones I had 

digitized.  

 

 



And so I continued when time permitted to digitize other Presidential Addresses: 

 

 

 
 

Whilst scanning a copy of the 1934 Bulletin I noticed some rather interesting signatures.  

 

They are of:  

• David Anderson (Lord St. Vigeans) who gave the address in 1933, & became president in 1934, when 

the Marquess of Linlithgow made the address.  

• Macmillan is the Right Hon. Lord Macmillan who became president in 1935,  

• James Curle became president in 1936,  

• Professor George Trevelyan in 1937  

• And Major General John Hay Beith (the popular writer who used the pseudonym  Ian Hay) became 

president in 1938. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I also copied the photographs (where available) from the Bulletins and placed them next to the text. It wasn’t 

long after adding this image that I received a telephone call from one of C.S. Lewis’ biographers.  

 

 
The chap had never seen it before and wanted help in tracking it down. It turned out to have been commission 

by the National Portrait Gallery of London and is credited to Walter Stoneman.  I was also able to inform the 

C.S Lewis Society as they had never seen it before or even read his speech to our Club either.  

 

I never completed the project to digitize all the Presidential Addresses at the time…   but at least I had started 

the ball rolling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Readings Project:  

 

At the end of 2009 Prof. David Hewitt announced the completion of the Edinburgh Edition of the Waverley 

Novels and so I thought it would be a good idea to run around the country recording folk reciting their favourite 

passages of Scott text… and thus the Reading project was launched… Along with a revamped website (with 

horrible colours) 

 

 
 

This was a really interesting project. I recorded the likes of James Robertson, Prof. Ian Campbell, Paul 

Henderson Scott, Prof. Claire Lamont and Prof. Murray Pittock. Most were straight forward.  

But poor Tam Dalyell slurred his speech so much, and left huge gaps in-between each word that it took a few 

hours just to trim all the empty spaces to make it have some pace.    

 

Imitate Tam… In…  the… three…. Years…. 2003…. To…. 2006…. When…., as…. Elected…. Rector…..  

Have a listen to it… even after the edit it still sounds slow!  Poor Tam.  



 
 

So, onto the website each recording would go and next to each one I would include pages from the actual book 

(under license from Edinburgh University Press) so that folk could read along as they listened….. and an image 

of an engraving of a scene from the book courtesy Walter Scott Digital Archive Image Collection was included 

too.  

 

This is what the page from the website looks like today.  

https://www.walterscottclub.com/readings 

 

This is what the page from the website looks like today.  

I have removed the Engraved images and use artificial intelligence to re-create more closely the scenes being 

read, because often the engraved images didn’t always match the text.  

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/readings


 
 

The reactions from living descendants of those whose addresses are featured has been touching….   

 

Lord Anderson of Ipswich, Sir Eric Anderson’s father, was so delighted that he told me how he had alerted his 

mother Poppy and his sister Kate to the fact that they could once more enjoy listening to and reading the paper’s 

that his father had given to the Club. Commenting: “It is wonderful to think that they are now digitised and 

available to readers all over the world.“  

 

 

Incidentally, I have recently re-launched this project and you are all welcome to record some text for the 

website. I have a home studio built just for that purpose. Just complete the form the Reading Page on the 

website to submit your recording or to request help doing it.  

 

And so, I was beginning to feel pretty smug that the Club now had some of the archive materials online.  

 

But then in 2014 disaster struck. The company that hosted the website vanished! Overnight the website 

disappeared and so did all the content. Thankfully as you have seen I had been backing up each page to the 

Internet Archive… (and this is where these image of the old websites have come from) and so I laboriously 

attempted to rebuild it by copying the text from that back-up.… It took absolutely ages, but it turned out to be a 

blessing in disguise as the old site wasn’t actually compatible with smart phones, whereas the new one would 

be.  

 



And so, with renewed determination I continued re-building the website.  

It would take time before I could get it back to as it was. And for many years the Readings project was actually 

missing from the new website.  

 

 

In 2013 we killed off the printed bulletin. To be honest it was an unwanted labour of love. We couldn’t even 

give it away. The events being published in it were almost a year old at the time of print and thus completely 

out of mind…  Then I realized that it’d be easier if they were just included on the website as well..  and 

henceforward a web-log with events was created.  

 

 
 

 

This also became the time when I started videoing the events.  

 

And so the website continued to grow and from 2014 as I videoed every Club lecture…  and created a blog page 

for each one.   These proved to be really popular and have helped to grow the reach of the Club internationally.  

The audience isn’t huge. Most videos only have between 200 and 500 views..  (and only a handful of people 

actually watch them all the way through)… But there are some exceptions. Hew Strachan’s talk has had 6,000 

views and Jenni Calder’s on Reading Waverley has had almost 4,000 views.  

If anything they help to keep the Club alive for members who can’t attend anymore.  

I recently received this rather pleasant email from former Council member Ronnie Renton: 

 

“The sheer range of information is amazing and you have captured pretty well everything the Club has done. 

For me the marvellous thing is to be able to see, hear and read the lectures that I can no longer attend. Of 

course I miss the company but I still feel very much part of the Club”  

 

I am so glad that those who for whatever reason can’t be here in person still feel part of the Club. 

 

 



Not one to sit around being bored… in August 2019 (long before lockdown) I had the crazy notion that I would 

photograph all 5,000 pages of the Club’s annual bulletins and minute books dating back to 1894.   

 

 
 

Years earlier Fraser had given me the Club collection of Bulletins to look after… but I had noticed loads of 

gaps…  There were over 30 editions missing. And so over the course of many years, I had been tracking down 

and buying the ones I needed. And as only 2 were then missing I thought it was time.  It was no small 

undertaking and took me over 2 months to photograph every single page.  

 

Then each set of images was uploaded to Flickr and linked to the website. Not the best solution, but at least folk 

could now easily access the text of a past event or an academic paper if required.  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eswsc/  

 

 

This is where things really starting to get interesting. Now I had a huge dataset.   

 

I’ve been on the Council myself for over 25 years and during that time I’ve had many requests to add 

information to the website. Sometimes items are included immediately, others times I’ve been known to take 

years to action the ideas of other committee members. Mainly because they may not have been urgent or I 

simply didn’t consult my list of jobs to do frequently enough.  

 

Anyway, one of those recommended tasks was to create a page dedicated to Council Members themselves – the 

unsung heroes who have kept the Club alive over the years.  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eswsc/


 
Now, with the photographs of these Bulletins I could easily see when someone joined and when they left the 

committee… and so I set about typing up everyone’s name and made a list of the time each one spent on 

Council.  It turned out that in these 132 years that over 300 people have been on council. And here is that data:  

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/council 

 

I’d credited Kenneth Sanderson with 38 years in Council… but it would been 45 if I’d included the war years. 

This is just the top of the list – you can see two columns.  

 

On the same page you can also see who has held the position of Chairperson. Note how this role is only shown 

from 1979… That was because prior to that date the President was effectively the Chairperson.  

Back then the AGM was actually held in the middle of the Annual Dinner! All that changed when Fraser Elgin 

joined council. The AGM was moved to the summer excursion and from then on Council elected one of their 

own to fill the role.  

 

And there is also a list of the honorary Secretaries.  

 

In 132 years there have only been 6 Treasurers…  so that is almost 25 years a piece. Elliot Smail kept the 

position for 32 years… more if including the war years.  Maybe I ought to aim for 40 years – though, happy for 

anyone to take over at any time… Just make yourself known. Though please understand if you do wish to take 

over it is a long-term position!  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/council


But back to the Bulletins….  

 

 
 

The next thing that is included is some of the salient points from the Annual Reports. Here you can see the 

details of the Essay Prize and the winners and the Essay Questions. 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/the-essay-competition  

 

 This is really fascinating and so I added a new section to the website called Awards where you can read up 

about this at your leisure ..  but in essence…  the Annual Essay Competition was set-up in 1895 to encourage 

children to study the works of Sir Walter Scott.  It was an amazing success and within 15 years over 7000 

school children were reading the prescribed book and of those almost 5000 submitted an essay into the 

Competition each year -- and most of these were Primary School Children! Yes, Primary School Children. 

 

The scheme was such a success than the Club actually went into debt with the costs of running it and providing 

the prizes (particularly the Solid Bronze Medal). But, luckily in 1908 an anonymous member donated £1000 

which saved us from collapse – In today’s money that is almost £150,000!! – Can you imagine someone that 

generous and so modest.  

 

The Club went into debt again in 1921 so it was decided to stop issuing the Medal as a prize in order to cut 

costs. Instead a book was issued.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/the-essay-competition


Not one to do things by half, I typed up all the Essay Questions so you can have a go at trying to answer some 

of them yourselves….   

https://www.walterscottclub.com/essay-questions  

 

It shows how many schools entered the Competition each year.  

 

There are details on attempts to revive the prize…. And how that morphed into the Scottish Literary Studies 

Medal.  

 

And there are some interesting statistics about which book was most featured and when used.   

 

 

 

Achievements 

 

Now I had all of the Bulletins digitized it was easy to read all the Annual Reports in them and to discover lots of 

random facts about the Club 

 

I won’t bore you will all of them, but here are a few.  

Have a look at the About page for a link to the complete list.  

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/achievements 

 

1912 a Bronze and Marble Tablet was erected by the Club in Contin Parish Church to the memory of William 

Laidlaw. 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/contin-parish-church  

 

1926 Helped raise funds for an Indicator to go on Eildon Mid Hill  

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-eildon-hills-indicator  

 

And so for each of these Achievements I create a blog-page:  

Here is another…  

 

1927 We unveiled a Tablet on Sciennes Hill House to Commemorate the Meeting of Scott and Burns…   

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-unveiling-of-a-tablet-in-sciennes-hill-house-to-commemorate-the-

meeting-of-scott-and-burns  

 

1953: Funded a plaque on Ballantyne’s grave in Canongate Kirkyard.. 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-ballantyne-plaque-in-canongate-kirkyard  

 

Some discoveries were truly fascinating 

 

In 1965 it was reported that Patricia Maxwell-Scott invited members to a Wine and Cheese party at Abbotsford. 

 

I think the former Prime Minister Alec Douglas-Home must have thought it was a tradition, because in 1967 

after he had given the Presidential Address he too invited the members of the Club to a Wine and Cheese Party 

to take place at The Hirsel during the summer.  Needless to say the invitation was received with delight and on 

2nd June that year almost 300 members and their friends enjoyed a glorious summer evening with poetry and 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/essay-questions
https://www.walterscottclub.com/achievements
https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/contin-parish-church
https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-eildon-hills-indicator
https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-unveiling-of-a-tablet-in-sciennes-hill-house-to-commemorate-the-meeting-of-scott-and-burns
https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-unveiling-of-a-tablet-in-sciennes-hill-house-to-commemorate-the-meeting-of-scott-and-burns
https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/the-ballantyne-plaque-in-canongate-kirkyard


wine. Tom Fleming entranced the company with superb readings from Border Ballads and Sir Walter’s lyrics. 

There followed an auction of volumes of Scott which had been presented by Mrs Patricia Maxwell Scott and 

signed by her and by Sir Alec.  

 

I was then able to share that information and the audio recording of Sir Alex’s Toast with his grandson Michael 

Home who commented: Thank you for highlighting this charming recording of my grandfather’s speech! It’s 

always lovely to hear his voice. I know that Walter Scott, and the shared history and geography, were a real 

love of his.  

 

Can you imagine a Former Prime minister inviting Club members to a Summer party nowadays?!  

 

The tradition did continue - in 1969 Francis Collinson (the musical director, BBC presenter and club Council 

Member) invited the Club to a Wine and Cheese party at The Ley, Innerleithen. 

 

And in 1971 Patricia invited the Club once more to Abbotsford for the Summer.  

 

 

There is one item that I discovered from the Annual Reports that I haven’t as yet been able to include on the 

website… and that because it is a bit of a mystery and hasn’t been completely solved. So I am hoping someone 

in this room can shed light on it.  

 

Here is a report from the 1979 Annual Bulletin:  

  

"The Chairman referred to the Presidential Address in 1972 by the late Robert Speaight in which he had 

announced that he proposed to leave to the club a snuff box which had belonged to Sir Walter Scott and which 

he had presented to John Gibson, Writer to the Signet, in 1832 only a few months before his death. It had come 

down as an heirloom to Robert Speaight who wished to leave it to the Club as a mark of the honour done to him 

that evening. Following upon his death his son announced that Mrs. Maxwell Scott had accepted it for 

permanent display at Abbotsford subject only to its appearance once a year at the Annual Dinner." 

 

Sure enough, when I checked his Presidential Address he did indeed talk about a snuff-box once owned by 

Scott and inscribed to his solicitor John Gibson. The heirloom he said was gifted to him by Lady Rostrevor-

Hamilton, symbolising Scott’s gratitude and he said he would eventually offer it to our Club for safekeeping.  

It was noted that the inscription read: To John Gibson, W.S. from Sir Walter Scott Bart, Edinburgh, Scotland, 

1832 

 

So where was it? I contact Abbotsford  

 



 
 

To my surprise they said it was donated to them in 2016 by the solicitors Shepherd and Wedderburn. 

Apparently it was found here in the New Club in the Room of permanent resident Ivor Guild. He was a partner 

in the firm and they had sent it to Abbotsford upon his death.  

 

And there is another complication. Abbotsford has now consulted two Trustees with curatorial experience at 

National Museums Scotland. Their view is that the inscription may have been added at a later date. There are 

several possible explanations, including the possibility that it refers to Scott’s son Walter rather than Sir Walter 

himself. 

 

Could it be a fake? That has not yet been established. At present, there simply isn’t enough evidence to be 

certain about the inscription or the box’s full history. 

 

Abbotsford is also trying to establish the position regarding ownership, so there are still questions to resolve. 

 

I will continue investigating and, when I know more, I hope to publish the full story on the Club’s website. 

 

But before I do that, I wonder whether anyone here remembers Ivor Guild, knows anything about the snuff box, 

or recalls it appearing at one of our Annual Dinners. 

If so, I would be delighted to hear from you afterwards. 

 

 



So.  

 

I made steady progress with the website.  Keeping it up to date with blog pages of recent events. 

 

You could access the old events by clicking on the link to the relevant bulletin photos.  

 

 
 

And by that point I think I had around 50 blog pages with details of past events, and a page for every past 

president.  

 

But then in October 2023 I met with another challenge.  The website hosting company informed me that it was 

built on old technology and would need to be terminated within 6 months!  

 

That would mean that the entire website (250 pages) would need rebuilding on a new platform using software 

that was alien to me. I just couldn’t believe it. For the 2nd time I was faced with a mammoth task.  

 

It took me 6 months of solid graft just to get the website looking like the old one…  

 

I culled a lot of the blog pages and presidential pages. Instead I just had a list of past-president with a link to the 

flickr photos of the bulletin.  

 

There was just no-way I could re-build all of it in 6 months. But I was happy that when the switch-over took 

place the Club still had a good online presence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The ultimate challenge. 

 

After the dust had settle after that ordeal…. I set myself the ultimate challenge: to digitize every page of the 

bulletins. I already had the photographs of the pages… All I needed to do now was scan all 5000 pages one by 

one and convert them into text documents. Create summaries and then post them on the website… and thus 

finally re-build pages dedicated to every past President.  

 

I managed 3 per day…   

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/past-presidents 

  

It took 3 months to do all Presidential addresses; 108 of them now have downloadable transcripts of their 

speeches. 13 have video and 18 have audio.  

 

Of the past Events 132 now have transcripts, 80 have videos and 5 have audio recordings.  

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/events 

  

What that list doesn’t include is all the subsidiary Toasts given at the Annual Dinners. Of which there are 

many…       and some are more interesting than the actually Presidential Addresses simply when you learn who 

was speaking.  

 

Working my way through the Bulletins from 1894… I got to 1901, the year when the Earl of Aberdeen 

presided. I was excited to see a very special name appear in the list of attendees. (which I also have been 

including on the webpage).  

 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/past-presidents
https://www.walterscottclub.com/events


 

Does anyone see the name in that page?  

 

There were six Toasts at the 8th Annual Dinner on 6th December 1901…  The Royal Toasts; The Imperial 

Forces; The Memory of Sir Walter Scott; Literature; The City of Edinburgh; and The Chairman.  

 

What was even more exciting was that Sir Arthur Conan-Doyle gave the Reply to Literature…  

 

I created a blog page especially for this one speech:  

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/reply-to-the-toast-to-literature  

 

It was a revelation to the Conan Doyle Estate, to the Friends and to the Conan Doyle Society. None of whom 

were aware of its existence.  

 

Here are 2 quotes from that speech that I’d like to share:  

"Literature is the huge mirror of life, reflecting all things material and spiritual."  

"I recommend to every man... a literary retreat - a time when he may get away from the rush of life, and steady 

his mind and sober his judgment by a course of the classics." 

 

 

 

So now there are almost 500 webpages…  So many that I’ve had to miss some from the Talk… such as the 

Young Lochinvar Drama Workshop; the History of the Club; The lost audio recording of Margaret Bennett and 

Martyn Bennett from 1994…. , My research into all the other Scott Clubs from around the world; the 

Chronological Biography of Scott; or even the story about how “One Crowded Hour of Glorious Life” got 

misattributed to Scott……. … and yet, many more are pages are still to come.  

 

I also have plans for a Gazetteer to include:  

 

Public Houses associated with Sir Walter Scott:  

https://www.walterscottclub.com/gazetteer/uk-scott-pub 

 

all the Waverley-related locations across the United Kingdom 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/gazetteer/waverley-uk 

 

and all the Drinks associated with Sir Walter Scott. 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/gazetteer/scott-drinks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/blog/reply-to-the-toast-to-literature
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Earlier this year, I added a simple Walking Tour to the Club website. I'm now happy to report that, thanks to the 

help of several academics in this room, including Peter Garside, who has very kindly curated every page, there 

are now more than 45 locations around Edinburgh for you to explore. 

 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/walkingtour  

 

Next year, I intend to extend the project to include locations associated with Scott across a much wider area. 

 

Of course, a project of this scale is never really finished. Historical research is an ongoing process, and there 

will always be opportunities to correct an error, add new information or uncover another connection. I'd like the 

Walking Tour to be a living resource that grows and improves with the help of the wider Scott community. 

Almost like a Wikipedia if you will.  

 

So, can I ask you all a huge favour?  If you have a few minutes this week, please take a look at one or two of the 

pages of the Walking Tour. And if you notice an error or can direct me to some additional information that 

ought to be included, please let me know directly.  

 

The more people who contribute their knowledge, the better this resource will become, and the more we can do 

to bring Sir Walter Scott to the attention of a wider public. 

 

 

 

When I first met the late Fraser Elgin here in 2001, little did I realise what I was about to let myself in for. I am 

not an academic or a Scott scholar, yet this Club welcomed me as one of their own….  Doing this work is the 

only way that I can give something back, and to repay the trust you have placed in me. 

 

Some of you may be wondering what drove me to undertake it all… and why I continue to give my time freely 

to this cause.  

 

The answer is simple. I owe Sir Walter Scott for enriching my life.  

 

When I was 18 I was abandoned by my parents when they split up.. .and I never saw them again. My so-called 

friends turned my council house into a drug den and I ended up in a very dark place. By 23 I was spiritually, 

and almost physically dead. It has taken years of recovery. For a long time Sir Walter's words were the only 

beacon of hope. I owe my sanity to him. For that reason, I give me life to promoting Scott. ... and so while I am 

alive I will continue to give my time and resources to spreading this Gospel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.walterscottclub.org.uk 

https://www.walterscottclub.com/walkingtour
http://www.walterscottclub.org.uk/

