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THE LATE DR'-C- A, COOPER

S ST L, r :f:-',i
. Dr .C.. A, Coorer,” who was. for~nearly
thirty years editor ‘of The Scofsman, - died
on Friday at midnight at Bournemouth in his
87th year. Thi;f&?&ﬂé*t@mﬁf};é :ﬁnﬁnuﬁ:ceii in
these colamns without desppersonal feeling:.
Dr Cooper’s ‘death is the  passing of a
journalist who' worked in the highest spirit
of rcsponsibility, -of - a - political -teacher
who was éver- true to . principlés - honestly
thought oup.and ably maintained, and of a2
publicist - who . served high national interests
with " coyrage and.zeal, For some “years
hefore }xiﬁ‘- retirement-in 1905 his ;healath was
so unstable that he liad to winter abradd, but
devotion 1o - the exacting dubjes- .of his
pci:ai_tiﬂn was maintained tf*ii:h a.. strenuous
spirit that dominated physical infirmity. It
was not till he was over seventy-five years of
age thap he retired. In 1901 he had the
hﬂnﬂmlrjr d?greei-qif'LL.D, conferred upon him
by the University of Lidinburgh in reeogni-
tion, as was*said byv. the-orator-of,the day,
““of ‘his great 'work “in a ¢ great-sphere.”
While the Unionict” Administration -of 1886

were inipower hs.was offered the:honour ‘of

b

knighthgod, .but he'declined 4he offer. . -~

Dr Cooper was 'a born journalist. He lived
and -he worked during a period when the
newspaper Press passed throtgh its most res
markable ‘developnients. - He helpedto de-
vise, to introduce, and to work aut seme of
the most revelutionary changes and improve-
ments in the methods of collecting, preparing,
and distributing the news of the day. Not
only did his sound and virile judgment en-
able him to grasp the requirements of the
public and, perceive the means by which they
might be.most promptly and fully satisfied’;
his exceptionally long and intimate acquaint-
ance with all gx‘anches of newspaper . work
gave him a remarkable knowledge ﬁﬁd‘maﬁtﬁy
of details. He wasproild of his profession and
was thoroughgoing in- the concern he took
1in eyverything that tended to advance and ele-
vate . ity ¥ His duties during more  fhan
half* - @ +=century  of service -  had
brought bim into intimate relations
with o host -of celebrities in journalism,
in polities. and-in other walks of public hife.
is poiverful character, his strong coun-
sel, and” his . genial disposition had
made im many iriendships .of which
he had reason to.,be proud, He had assisted,
behind the scenmes, in. the preparation and
launching of measures and events of national
tmportance. -

n 1896 he set down. the recollections of
more than -half a centiury of newspaper work
m .a  volume entitled “An  Editor's
Retropsect,” It was drawn in fars
from diaries and ‘from  notes made
at' the time, but much more largely
froth the recesses of *‘a fairly retentive
memory.’>  Although not strictly autobio-
graphical in form, it followed on the whole

ok

th'e_ ﬂhrnnqlﬂmﬁal sequence of events; it was
written 7 1 the erisp, direct ‘style of
which Dr- Cooper was - master, and
contained; along with lightly but vividly
drawn pictures of the figiires and the scenes
that impressed him in his retrospect, strokes
not a few of conscicus or unconscious self-
portraiture.” It may be taken also to con-
tatn . all n shis  life and career
concerntng  which he considered = that
thie public need be taken into confidence.
Born at Hull, on -Iﬂth-SEp_témbEr 1829, the
son of Mi Charles Cooper, architeet, he laft
the Grammar. School ‘‘ earlier than he should
have left 1t if "his father had not died)” and
made his first approach towards journalism
a8 apprentice in the business department of a
newspaper. office in his native town. *-Soon,
as offering a better avenue towards the liter-
ary gide of journaliam, he managed to get
himself transferred tb the printing office, and-
learned how newspapers are printed., Thus
he mav be said to have climbed frem the bot-.
tom rung.to. the top of a profession which
he-held to make more demands on the worker
than almost any other calling, -and whblly by
s .own merit . and exertions. . His
reminiscences of general reporting went
back fo celebrated murder trials of the early
Victorian era and to hustings and other elec-
tioneeriug experiences in the party contests of
fifty or sixty years sgo—for esample, to the
exciting Ecenes of  the -‘election of Lord
Goderich (the late Marquis of Ripon) for
Hdll 1n 1852, " Newspaper life, in those days
of tie ‘“old wooden press,” was_a very.dif-
ferent thing from what-it is to-day. *‘The
electric telegraph was niot, Railways were
in their infanex. [Posts were slow.”. Weekly
papers represented the %reat- bulk of the jour-
nalism of the day.’Lt It i1s a changed world
stnce then—especially in journalism; and the
author of the *“ Retrospect” had his-own part
in bringing the change about. ,' .

But before this - relative progress in
newspapers, to which he became . an
active confributor, had begun to make itself
prominently manifest, Dr Cooper had cohe
to London and made'a name and place for
Iiimself in Metropolitan journalism, - It was

1 1361 that he left tho Hull Advertiser, of

which he was sub-editor and manager, having

obtained an appointment on the Parliamen-

tary reporting staff of the Jorning Star. He

entered on his duttes at tne opening of the

session. of ‘that year. Many of the raciest

4nd tenderest of his reminiscemces, in his

book and in’'conversation, were connected with

his work and his collcagues on’ that paper.

Gallery .work "did not detain him long—al-

though Ite has recorded the opinion that as a

training school for journalists it has no equal,

and also that although there may be more

pood shorthand now, there is Joss good report-

ing, At the close of the session he was asked

to.do sub-editorial work for the Star, and

early next vear he becanis the chief, and

only, sub-editor, The onerous duties of this

post Dr Cooper continued for severul years
to discharge alone, except during a short time

when lie had the assistance of the lzate William

Black. John Bright was -a director and 2
frequent attender at the editorial symposia.

Dr Cooper held—and no one was more com-
petent to offer a judgment'on the point—that

the writing was a3 good as on .any paper m

the United Kingdom.” Yet good writing and

high aims and the fact-that the office of the

iMorning Star became a chief consulting place

of the managers of the Reform agitation of

1866-7, did not save it from decline and (after

Mr Morley had become editor, and Dr Cooper
had removed to. Scotland) finul absorption in

the old Daily News. Among the public men

with whom Dr Cooper was brought in per-
sonal contact’ at this period none impressed

him more than John Bright; as an orator he
placed him before Gladstone, and he held that
““ 1o statesman was ever more nearly right in
gll that he did and proposed.” - N

"~ RFarly in 1868, Dr - Cooper came- {o. Edin-
burgh-to be assistant to the editor of The

Scofyman, wha-was then Alesander Russel,
His connection with the paper, to the ser*
viee of which he devoted the remainder of
his working days and tho best of
s thoughts and energies, did not begin
at that date. Two yvears earlier; in February

1866, before the agreement' with.the Tele.

oraph Companies for a special wire had been

completed, he acted as the correspondent
of this paper in sending news to Edinburgh
from London. - Into the work of the
psper. Dr Cooper threw: all  his  heart
and - all = his .energies. His™ duties
in  this respect were . by DO means
vonfined  to " Edinburgh.  Naturally, he
took a peculiar interest in the organisa-
tion of the London establishment of The Scots-
man, which came definitely into existence on

his removal to Sgotland. The claims of the
Provincial Press for admission into the Gal-
lery of Parliament had the powerful support
¢f his présence and argumerits, urged upon
relnctant authorities, during. his interviews

with whom he came to believe that the House
of - Cummnné‘ “was N tI:_;ra; “most +_hida}:qu~nci

Chinese-like institution in the world;” and
it" was finally. efficicious, -after -he had en-
gaged the interest of Mr Gladstone, ~and
through him secured the rapEﬂmtmen*b of- 8
Select Committee of Inquiry, before whom he
offered convinecing evidence in support of his
cause. . “The London . Letter,” which, in
the  early - “Seveuties; "was ~a’, mew. .de-
patture- 1m journalism,. likewlge received
nuch of his thought and dttention,. and, like
the other impravements mentioned; has passed-
through many developments, and veceived the
sonspliment. of universal. imifation, .. * <~

- These special and g_enqral.. prescoupations
in ‘no wise impaired the-ardour and:the capu-
city for work which Dr Cooper manifested in
deting ‘as-the “helper . and-right-hand of the
Editor in: upholding the ~reputation of The
Scotsman,- " He was proud: tu -believe -that
he .- had: . not -léwered ... the ideals. . and
traditions> . on - which S -the " paper .  had
besn: foinded *:and”. reared..: . Writing
in* 1896, he-: noted *-that */during * nearly
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elghly~ - years—-its . period "of ° exi’st&@f-
it -had  been, , with iwo - brief 'iﬂt&-‘
vals, under the political direction. of thig
men—Charles M* Eaf:raﬁ, ‘who became 1dite, X
1817 and rotived in: 1848; AlexBndcr Rm’_
who joined The Secofsman in -1845, and "
after, as Mr M‘Laren’s strength declineg },
came ‘a'ctuai if n{fﬁ* nominal Editor, an&jﬁﬁ]_
pecupied the echair until his death on 1
July 18765 ° and ‘finally” himself, iy
Cooper’s - period-- ofy service . was thy
even lonper, ,while "his work wWas gy
varied and “strenuous while it 1331&,5,
than ‘that - of Russel .or M Laren. By
was “the model, liditor for the mew 4y
and the- new - conditions—a time of 3
ﬂiﬂaﬁing:?r[ﬂﬁiﬁrﬁ; when: more work had ty h
doné and less-leisure was available for doj,
it. Not dnly must things be done well;
must bo done expeditiously, on the spuyr
the moment;: J.:f't; e competitor was not to fy
hopelessly behind in the race for supplying
public with fresh news and ideas, Nimblegg
of . apprehension; readiness of resour
lucidity and facility of €xpression becama,
indispensable as intellectual foree, and 4
much more importance than the nice turg,
and"polishing of a_phrase. die was a rapy
thinker - and>.a quick writer. * He studiy
the " art :-of ~.making “up ~his  miy
swiftly, -and . expregsing it™ 50 clea
that-.. mone - -coilld-. misundersiand iy
foree .and .meaning — the facultyr ¢
hittéing the nail ‘on the; head, gy
hitting it hard. The strain and presy,
were‘,*p&rhap‘s felt by. h:im . with *E:‘iﬂeptiﬁnﬁ
severity during-the period of political stom
and stress iy the “Iighties—the period of g
Mid-Lothian: campaigh; of the Home Rul
crisis, of the advent and early difficulties ay
triumphs of the Uniotfist party. For I
Cooper ~ this  parting of the
meant pain and sacrifico—the severance g
old political ties, the loss, or interruption, y
some personal friendships, misrepresentatio
abuse, repreach in many forms and fro
many gquarters. ~ But he was never in douk:
as to the wisdom of the coursp chosen in p.
jecting Homeé Riile, and time only served !
confirm and strengthen his faith in the prin
ciples that had guided the paper. X}
G]udtstnn_e-a_—ﬁ:hgig&hie unflinchingly opposed an
denounced his“policy—Dr - Cooper still e
sideret ‘‘ the.greatest ant Hrsy pohitical Hgupy
of the time.” Worthy of note; and honour
able to-both, is the record of their last con.
versation, on board the Tantallon Castle i
June. 1825, on the eve of the -second gres
Unionist victory at the polls.  They had my
last fen vears before, in the woods of Dil
meny, where, in the course ©of a long wal
they had discussed a scheme df ‘* local-nations
devolution, under the direct and absolute con
trol of Parlianmient” which Dr Cooper hy
thought -out and formulated, and yhich, i
adopted. at the fime, might -have swampd
Home Rule.. Much had happened sing
The next interview took place at Mr Gisg
stone’s instance, and, speaking -as one io
whom politieal affairs had now little or no in
terest, he said he had been ~*'impressed by
the honesty -of purpose’ with which D
Cooper had condugted his paper. ** Ye han
differed. = 1 could not agree with you.' |
think you have been wrong; but I have bea
impressed by your straightforwardness and
earnestness.in enforeing your views. Der
haps if there had been as much Straightfer
wardness. in ‘other quarters, it would harw
bean better.”- « '
These strenuous and anxious years no doubt
left  their mark., But it must e
be thought that for him life, at is
hardest rush, was a]l made up of toil and
worry—that he was constantly echiined to th
Editor’s desk, or harnessed to the politicd
car.. He loved to unbend in congenial sur
roundingy ; ha was familiar with a wide rang
of literature-—a circumstances which recali
lus addiess as president of _the Scotl
Club. - lake Alexander Russel, he was i
keen angler. Much of his leisure time wa
given to excursions, with rod and basket, to
Tweedside, to Loch [.even, or to the streans
and lochs: of the West  Highland.
He fell into the habit of spending his holi
days fishing, walking, and driving by the
shores of Lioch Duich or Loch Maree, 1 Skre
or the ‘Outer Isles, at Loch Inver, Inchna
damph, or places still more remote in the
wilds of Western Ross-shire and Sutherland-
shire.  Although .not ‘‘to -the manner
born,”” he hecams in  many  way
Scottish in tastes nand feelings, and
he identified. himself whole-heariedly witl
the interests of what may “beé*called his
adopted country. - Latterly, with increasiy
gpa and impaired bodily health—his ments
powers never siffered obscuration—he had i
go further afield in quest of sunshine and re.
creation ; he visited Egypt, Australia, Souts
Africa: Madeira -became for some years bi
regular headquarters during the winter ond
spring ; and finaily he resided at Bournesnouth.
Dr Cooper’s wiie, a Hull lady, predeceased
him by-nearly tiurty years. His son, the latk
Mr FF. 7. Cooper, I{.C., died last summer. Hi
two grandsons «re serving with the forces.
- The funeral will take place in Edinburgh o
Wednesday, when tliere will be a service i di
Giles’ Cathedral at two o’clock. '




