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Module 2: Local History
Subtopic: Unit 2 : How to interpret a town through its buildings         



[image: ]
	Title
	How to interpret a town through its buildings         

	Type
	Group exercise

	Goal
	1. Learn about the history of the town of the Berkhamsted
2. Learn about England’s ‘blue plaque’ system
3. Practice basic photography skills
4. Create a VLOG of the visit

	[bookmark: __DdeLink__423_1652919231]Description
	Learners will familiarize themselves with the old town of Berkhamsted by walking around the streets, observing buildings, streets, reading signs and learning about the town’s history from its ‘blue plaques’. They will take photos or videos for future use.
Plan for the session:
ACTIVITY A: INTRO
The tutor will introduce the day, explain the timetable and provide a brief for what participants are required to do.
ACTIVITY B: EXPLANATION
The tutor will give a brief overview of the history of Berkhamsted, explain blue plaques and hand out copies of the ‘A glimpse of our history’ leaflet.

ACTIVITY C: THE TOUR

 Learners follow the route shown, and work in pairs to discuss what they see.  They take photographs of key landmarks.

ACTIVITY D: VLOG INTRO

The group reconvenes to discuss what they have seen, and the tutor explains what is expected in unit3 in creating a VLOG.

See unit 3 of module 2

	Additional information for trainers, if used for face to face session
	Advice for the facilitator:
1. Print off copies of the ‘A glimpse of our history’ leaflet and give one to each participant: 
https://www.berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk/uploads/blue-plaque-guide.pdf
1. Give an overview of Berkhamsted. 
2. Explain the blue plaque system.
3. Ask learners to find the sites recommended.
4. Ask learners to document the visit with photos and videos. 

	Materials 
	Activities A, B C & D
Learners will need outdoor clothing and shoes suitable for grass
Handouts : Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B info sheet
https://www.berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk/uploads/blue-plaque-guide.pdf
Module 2 Unit 2 Activity C Guided walk
Module 2 Unit 1 Activity D What a VLOG is
Smartphones/Tablets with camera facility or cameras

	Timing
	2 hours

	Comment
	


 

Inputs and learning activity A

	Title 
	INTRODUCTION

	Activity
	GROUP

	Goal
	Briefing on how to learn about a local town

	Description
	The group should meet at Berkhamsted Railway Station, the starting point of the town tour.
Tutor
The tutor explains that the unit is about interpreting history through the buildings and landmarks around us, using Berkhamsted as the example.
The tutor explains that some walking will be involved around the town as the learners look at the blue plaques on the buildings and refer to their handouts.  They will be required to take photos and ultimately produce a Vlog as per unit 1 (Papermill), Tutor explains concept of a vlog and will ask learners to record a selfie, video or take photos of what they have seen, for a future session. See handout Module 2 Unit 1 Activity D What a VLOG is, Tutor to hand out this handout again
Learners
Should come prepared with outdoor clothing, shoes suitable for grass and a camera or smartphone.
Learners should put themselves into pairs.

	Material
	Outdoor clothing, cameras, smartphones

	Timing
	15 minutes

	Comment
	







Inputs and learning activity B

	Title 
	EXPLANATION

	Activity
	Group

	Goal
	An overview of the town, the handout and blue plaques

	Description
	Tutor
The tutor gives a short description of the town from the Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B info sheet, and Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B Blue Plaque, explaining the blue plaque system (also in the info sheet) and how learners can use it to identify important landmarks.  The tutor suggests visiting the following: railway station, castle, canal, totem pole and court house, using the town guide map.  If there is time, learners are encouraged to find other blue plaques on interesting buildings in the town, using the information on the handout.  
Tutor encourages learners to use the attractive features of the town to create photographs – for example the canal’s wildlife and boats, or the landscape of the castle. 
The tutor gives one handout per person.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The tutor explains that taking photographs of people without their permission is not allowed. Permission should be sought from accompanying parents or guardians if children appear in any photos.
Learners
Learners will need to study the handout and observe where the key landmarks are located.

	Material
	Camera or smartphone
Outdoor clothing
Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B info sheet
https://www.berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk/uploads/blue-plaque-guide.pdf
Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B Blue Plaque

	Timing
	15 mins

	Comment
	



Inputs and learning activity C

	Title 
	THE TOUR

	Activity
	In pairs

	Goal
	To visit Berkhamsted’s landmarks of significance and take photos

	Description
	Tutor
Tutor will ask learners to meet back at the railway station after one hour. The tutor will hand out Module 2 Unit 2 Activity C Guided walk
Learners
In pairs, learners will visit the following: railway station, castle, canal, totem pole and court house.
They take photos, videos or selfies of the landmarks. They find the landmarks by looking for the blue plaques on the buildings that show their location.  This relates to the information and map on the handout. 
They should find others if there is sufficient time.  

	Material
	Handouts : Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B info sheet & Module 2 Unit 2 Activity C Guided walk, Module 2 Unit 2 Activity B Blue Plaque
Outdoor clothing
Cameras or smartphones

	Timing
	75 minutes

	Comment
	



Inputs and learning activity D

	Title 
	VLOG INTRO

	Activity
	Group

	Goal
	To visit Berkhamsted’s landmarks of significance and take photos

	Description
	Tutor
Tutor will ask learners to meet at the railway station after 1 3/4 hours to discuss what they have seen.
Tutor will remind learners what a vlog is, see handout Module 2 Unit 1 Activity D What a VLOG is and the key tools needed: Movie Maker, Quik etc using their photos.
Learners
Learners review their photos and videos to prepare for unit 3 (continued offsite) 

	Material
	Handouts : Module 2 Unit 1 Activity D What a VLOG is
Outdoor clothing
Cameras or smartphones/Tablets

	Timing
	15 mins

	Comment
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