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BERKHAMSTED INFORMATION SHEET

This sheet is intended as a guide for facilitators leading a group on the Berkhamsted blue plaque walk entitled ‘a glimpse of our past’. It is intended to give an overview of the town and provide the context for the walk. 
Blue plaques:
Blue plaques are used to link the buildings of the past with the people and events that took place there.  They are used extensively in London to signify important buildings.   There are 32 blue plaques in Berkhamsted which are in the handout ‘a glimpse of our past’ 
Information about the town’s landmarks and buildings is also given in the leaflet.
Berkhamsted:
Berkhamsted lies on the western edge of Hertfordshire, bordering the Chiltern Hills.   It lies about 26 miles (42 kms) from London.
For the past thousand years, it has been an important market town with strong royal and literary connections.
Today it is a vibrant residential and cultural centre, and while it is now part of the Borough of Dacorum, it has retained its own strong identity. 
It has a population of about 16,000.
The main features are the remains of a castle, the canal, railway station, and high street with several interesting historic buildings.  Some date back to the 13th century, when the town was a thriving wool trading town with a local market which still takes place every week.
The most notable buildings and landmarks that participants will see on their walk include:   
Berkhamsted Castle
Berkhamsted Castle is a Norman motte-and-bailey castle built during the Norman conquest of England in the 11th century.
The story of Berkhamsted Castle begins with the landing of Duke William of Normandy on the Sussex coast and King Harold's defeat at the battle of Hastings. After Harold's defeat William marched with his army through southern England, pillaging as he went. Crossing the Thames at Wallingford, he reached Berkhamsted, where he was met by the bishops of Worcester and Hereford, Earls Edwin and Morcar and the chief men of London, who swore allegiance to him and offered him the crown. William was crowned King of England in Westminster Abbey 
on Christmas Day 1066.

Grand Union Canal
The Grand Union Canal runs through Berkhamsted and has played a large part in the history of the town.
With the advent of canal transport in the 18th century, Castle Wharf  - in the centre of the town - became a hub of inland water transport and boat building activity. It is still known as the Port of Berkhamsted.
The canal is now used for leisure purposes, such as boating, cycling and fishing.
The canal is of particular interest as detailed signs are posted at intervals alongside the canal on the towpath to explain its history.  There are also plenty of opportunities for creative and wildlife photography.  Ducks, swans, geese, herons, egrets (and even kingfishers) can be seen and the narrowboats are also attractive to photograph.  In their heyday, the canals were busy with narrowboats transporting coal and wood across England, and entire families lived and worked aboard the boats.  Today the boats – still decorated using traditional designs – are homes and holiday accommodation.


Berkhamsted Railway Station
The town was a hub of railway engineering in the 1830s when the London and Birmingham Railway was first built.  The station today dates from 1876.
There are many more landmarks shown in the handout that will provide good material for photography.
[image: ]
image1.png




image2.png
Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union




