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	BERKHAMSTED WALK

	Type
	Activity: group work 


	Goal
	Understand the history of the town

	Description
	Learners will familiarize themselves with the old town of Berkhamsted by walking around the streets, observing buildings, streets, reading signs and learning about the history from ‘blue plaques’.

Plan for the session:
1. The facilitator and group will meet at Berkhamsted Railway Station.
2. The facilitator will hand out copies of the ‘A glimpse of our history’ leaflet, and suggest that participants follow the route shown.
3. Suggest they work in pairs and discuss what they see as they walk around.  They should be encouraged to take at least 15 photographs each.
4. The facilitator should explain that blue plaques are attached to buildings to show their historical significance. 
5. Participants then walk around the town and take photographs of interesting buildings and street scenes.  These should include the castle, the canal, the totem pole, the court house and the town hall, but many other ideas are shown on the leaflet.
6. The canal is of particular interest as detailed signs are posted alongside the canal on the towpath to explain its history.  There are also plenty of opportunities for creative and wildlife photography.  Ducks, swans, geese, herons, egrets (and even kingfishers) can be seen and the narrowboats are also attractive to photograph.
7. At the end of the session, the group reconvenes to discuss what they have seen, their favourite landmarks and why they chose the buildings or places they did to photograph. 



	Additional information for trainers, if used for face to face session
	Advice for the facilitator:

Print off copies of the ‘A glimpse of our history’ leaflet and give one to each participant: 
https://www.berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk/uploads/blue-plaque-guide.pdf

Explain that blue plaques have been attached to buildings by the town council to indicate historically significant buildings.  There are 32 in Berkhamsted. 

Give an overview of the town from the information sheet.

Ask participants to follow the route shown on the guide and take photographs of things that interest or appeal to them.



	Material
	https://www.berkhamstedtowncouncil.gov.uk/uploads/blue-plaque-guide.pdf

information sheet


	Timing
	120 minutes

	Comment
	Additional comments, tips, hints experiences, alternative options etc.
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