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Order of Worship 
 
*Please stand as you are able                                       6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude                                        Exalt the Lord                                      arr. Greer                

 
Call to Worship                                        

One: This morning, the Risen Christ calls us to worship together as we       
         anticipate the arrival of Tim and Sarah Dyck as Tim prepares to lead     
         this wonderful congregation. 
All:   We come with anticipation and hope. 
One: We come with gratitude and reverence for God. 
All:   We come because Christ calls us to be his hands and feet in  
         our complicated and hurting world. 
One: We come to be filled with God’s unconditional love, the grace of  
         Jesus Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit as we seek to live     
         abundantly. 
 

*Gathering Hymn                      “How Great Thou Art”                     #625, Hymnal  
  
*Prayer of the Day  
Gracious God, we come before you this morning to be surrounded by your 
loving, life-changing presence. We pray that your word can be a lamp unto 
our feet as we walk through life and a light for our path as we seek to do 
your will. Fill, we pray, our hearts with your love, our words with your truth, 
and our actions with your compassion. This we pray in the name of your 
son, Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
Call to Confession  
1 John 1:8-9 tells us “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Confession                     
Gracious God, Creator of the heavens and Maker of each small thing, we 
give thanks for the wondrous universe you have set before us. Each day 
overflows with the richness of life: the beauty of Iowa at this time of year, 
relationships that nurture and challenge, and opportunities for growth and 
service. Each day is a gift from you, yet too often we refuse to embrace the 
abundant life you offer. With much around us to be done, some of us 
complain of boredom. Others of us are so busy we fail to notice your 
presence and calling. Too many of us go through the motions of daily 
living without a sense of appreciation, delight, or purpose in life. Forgive 
us, Lord, and help us to experience the richness of your abundant life.  
This we pray in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

One: Paul writes in 2 Corinthians, “Anyone in Christ is a new creation.  
         The past is finished and done. The future lies bright and new.” 
All:   Thanks be to God that our sins are forgiven. 

 
*Response to Grace                                                                         #288, Hymnal 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 
*Passing The Peace  
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. And also with you! 
 (The people exchange signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love) 
 
Life of the Church  
 
Ministry of Music                    Be Thou My Vision                               arr. DeFord  

Soloist: Grace Dinneen 
 
Scripture Readings                                                           Mark 8:1-9 (pg. 43, NT) 

Luke 14:15-24 (pg. 77, NT) 
               
Sermon                                          Abundant Life                      Rev. Cathy Young 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                              pg. 35, Hymnal 

Offertory                Joyful, Joyful!                             arr. Labenske 
 
*Doxology                                                                                         #606, Hymnal 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
O Lord our God, we give thanks for your many gifts offered so freely to the 
world. We offer you all that we are—heart and soul, mind and strength. Use 
these gifts and use our lives to share your love with our neighbors, 
showing mercy in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*Song of Sending                 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”         #611, Hymnal           
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                               In My Heart there Rings a Melody            arr. Nelson                   

 
 

The guest Pastor today is Rev. Cathy Young 
 

The lectionary reader today is Nancy Valentine 
 

The pulpit flowers today are provided by Sue Albright in honor of  
Cathy Young and in loving memory of Mary K. Williams 

 
 

First Church Staff 

Gabe Wagner, Sanctuary Choir Director 

Linda Wiles, Organist/Pianist; Handbell Choir Director 

Amber Gilles, Office Manager & Streaming Service Operator 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9:00am to 4:00pm; Closed Fridays 

info@firstpreswaterloo.org 

www.firstpreswaterloo.org 












