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Order of Worship 

 
*Please stand as you are able                                                                   
Prelude                                               Like A River Glorious                                      arr. Shockley    

 

Welcome and Announcements: 
CALL TO WORSHIP     -- Psalm 47:5-9; Hebrews 1:1,2   
God has ascended his throne amid loud shouts; the LORD has ascended his throne amid the 
blaring of trumpets. 
Sing to God! Sing! Sing to our king! Sing! 
For God is king of the whole earth! Sing a well-written song! 
God reigns over the nations! God sits on his holy throne! 
The nobles of the nations assemble, along with the people of the God of Abraham, for God 
has authority over the rulers of the earth. He is highly exalted! 
After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to our ancestors through 
the prophets,  
In these last days he has spoken to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom he created the world. 
The Son is the radiance of his glory and the representation of his essence, and he sustains 
all things by his powerful word, and so when he had accomplished cleansing for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
    
*HYMN                                         “All Creatures of Our God and King”                     #15, Hymnal 

(VERSES 1, 2, 4, 6 ONLY) 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all 
heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, 
according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the 
ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
O Lord, we often want to hang on to our sin; we find it hard to imagine a life without our 
favorite indulgences. 
 
Help us to see things the way you see them. 
When we confess our wrong doing and the things we should do, but don’t, God forgives 
our acts of rebellion; he heals the damage we do to ourselves.   
Let us confess our sins to God for he will abundantly pardon.   
 
“You have made us to be free, 
But we crave the cheap comforts of our chains.  
You have made us to serve others, 
But we have eyes only for ourselves. 
You have made us to love, 
But we only want to care for ourselves. 
You provide, that we may be generous, 
But we greedily hoard as if your well will run dry. 
You forgive time and again, 
But we hold fast to the sins of others. 
You offer light for our path, 
But we insist on making our own way.  
You are the God who saves. 
Lord, save us from ourselves. In your great mercy, restore and heal us, and grant us 
your peace.”1        
  
As far as the east is from the west, so far God removes our sins from us.  Through Christ 
we have been made free to a new life through the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
May the peace, love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 
 
Response to Grace:              Spirit of the Living God              #288 Hymnal 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, Fill me. use me. Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
 

Special Music                                                 At the River                                                                      Ives 

Soloist: David Kabel 

 

Scripture Reading:       Acts 1:1-11 
I wrote the former account, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach 

until the day he was taken up to heaven, after he had given orders by the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles he had chosen. To the same apostles also, after his suffering, he presented 
himself alive with many convincing proofs. He was seen by them over a forty-day period 
and spoke about matters concerning the kingdom of God. While he was with them, he 
declared, "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait there for what my Father promised, which 
you heard about from me. For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
  So when they had gathered together, they began to ask him, "Lord, is this the time 
when you are restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 

He told them, "You are not permitted to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the farthest parts of the earth." 

After he had said this, while they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. As they were still staring into the sky while he was going, suddenly 
two men in white clothing stood near them and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus who has been taken up from you into 
heaven will come back in the same way you saw him go into heaven."  

 

Sermon                                    “The Ascendant King”                     Rev. Tim Dyck 
 
*Song of Response          “Jesus Shall Reign Wher’er the Sun”                          #265, Hymnal 
 
 
 



 
 
 
A Brief Statement of Faith – Section 1 and 3   p. 37, Hymnal 
(In 1983, the United Presbyterian and the Presbyterian Church in the United States came 
together to form the PC(USA).  This statement of faith was intended to supplement the 
confessions already in the Book of Confessions and to remind that “we are bound 
together by a common faith and a common task.”)  
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                    pg. 35, Hymnal 
 
Presentation of Our Offerings 
God has shown us the meaning of generosity in the beautiful diversity of creation, in the 
overflowing love of Jesus Christ, in the never-ending gift of the Holy Spirit. God has 
abundantly blessed us and called us to be a community that honors each other, to serve 
others with joy, to share our love and material possessions. Let us rejoice in what we have 
been given and in what is ours to give.  Let us receive the morning offering. 2 
 
Offertory                                           Near the Cross                                                arr. Sorenson     
 
*Doxology                    “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High” #618, Hymnal   

VERSES 1, 5 Only 
1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, beyond all thought and fantasy, 
That God, the Son of God, should take our mortal form for mortals' sake. 
 
5 All glory to our Lord and God, for love so deep, so high, so broad: 
The Trinity whom we adore forever and forevermore. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication      
O God, you have given us mercy instead of judgment, grace instead of punishment and 
community instead of loneliness.  As your children, followers of Jesus Christ, we give to 
you our very lives and all that we have to you.  Use us and this offering as you see fit.  
This we ask because of your great love for us.  Amen.    
 
*Song of Sending                           “Joy to the World”                #266, Hymnal 
 

 
 
 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                  

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are his judgments and how fathomless his ways! 
For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? 
Or who has first given to God, that God needs to repay him? 
For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
To him be glory forever! Amen. 
     
Postlude                                       God’s Love Medley                                            arr. Hammerly 

 
1 Ecclesia Catholica (alt.) 
2 Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition, © 2013, Faith Alive 
Christian Resources. P.244 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Make a secure donation online 
      using your phone’s camera  

    to scan this QR code 
 
 
  
 

 
The lectionary reader today is Marsha Platt 

 

 

The pulpit flowers are provided by Craig and Lynda Cose 

 

 

 

 

First Church Staff 
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Linda Wiles, Organist/Pianist; Handbell Choir Director 

Amber Gilles, Office Manager & Streaming Service Operator 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thu 9:00am to 4:00pm; Closed Fridays 

info@firstpreswaterloo.org 

www.firstpreswaterloo.org 

 

**This service is being live streamed on our YouTube channel, bit.ly/firstpreswaterloo** 

 


