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The Colorado Towing Safety Checklist By Hitch Corner

10 Things to Verify Before You Haul
From the Certified Technicians at Hitch Corner | Littleton, CO

How to use this checklist: Print these 6 pages and keep it in your tow vehicle's glove box. Run through every item before each trip - not just at the start of the season. Most items take less than two minutes to verify. The whole checklist takes about 15 minutes - That 15 minutes could save your life on a Colorado mountain road.


✅ CHECK #1 - Verify Your Hitch Class vs. Your Trailer Weight

Why it matters: A hitch rated below your trailer's loaded weight can crack, bend, or fail completely - especially on mountain grades.

What to do:
· Find the hitch class label on your hitch receiver (usually stamped on the receiver tube)
· Weigh your trailer fully loaded - not just the dry weight from the sticker
· Confirm your hitch's maximum gross trailer weight exceeds your loaded trailer weight.  You need to make sure the trailer weight is less than what the hitch is rated for.
· Confirm your hitch's maximum tongue weight exceeds your actual tongue weight. You need to make sure the trailer tongue weight is less than what the hitch is rated for.


Quick Reference:
	Hitch Class
	Max Trailer Weight

	Class I
	2,000 lbs

	Class II
	3,500 lbs

	Class III
	8,000 lbs

	Class IV
	10,000 lbs

	Class V
	20,000+ lbs



Red Flag: Hitch class label missing, hitch has visible cracks or welds, or you're unsure of your trailer's loaded weight.








✅ CHECK #2 - Inspect the Hitch Ball and Ball Mount

Why it matters: A loose or worn hitch ball is one of the leading causes of trailer separation - the moment your trailer disconnects from your vehicle at speed.

What to do:
· Grab the hitch ball and try to wiggle it - zero movement is acceptable. Any wobble means the ball nut is loose or the ball is worn
· Check the hitch ball for rust, pitting, or flat spots from wear - replace if surface is compromised
· Verify the ball size matches your trailer coupler (common sizes: 1-7/8", 2", 2-5/16")
· Confirm the ball mount drop/rise is correct, so the trailer tongue sits level when hitched
· Torque the hitch ball nut to manufacturer specifications if you've recently reinstalled it

Red Flag: Any wobble in the ball, visible rust pitting on the ball surface, mismatched ball size, or trailer tongue that angles sharply up or down when hitched.



✅ CHECK #3 - Secure the Trailer Coupler

Why it matters: The coupler is the connection point between your trailer and your tow vehicle. If it's not properly latched and locked, the trailer can bounce off the ball - particularly on rough Colorado roads.

What to do:
· Lower the trailer coupler fully onto the hitch ball
· Latch the coupler lever completely - listen and feel for a definitive click or lock
· Insert the coupler pin or lock through the latch mechanism
· Attempt to lift the trailer tongue by hand - it should not be able to lift off the ball.  If not sure, use the trailer jack to jack the trailer up.  It should stay on the ball and lift up the back of the vehicle.
· Visually confirm the coupler latch is fully engaged from the side

Red Flag: Coupler latch feels loose, won't fully close, shows cracks or deformation, or the trailer tongue lifts more than a fraction of an inch when tested.



✅ CHECK #4 - Cross Your Safety Chains Correctly

Why it matters: Safety chains are your last line of defense if the trailer separates from the hitch. If they're not crossed correctly, the trailer tongue will drop and drag - potentially digging into the pavement and causing the trailer to flip.


What to do:
· Cross the safety chains in an X pattern underneath the trailer tongue - this creates a cradle to catch the tongue if the coupler fails
· Attach chains to the tow vehicle's safety chain loops - not to the hitch ball or receiver
· Leave enough slack for turns but not so much that chains drag on the ground
· Inspect chain links for cracks, stretching, or broken links
· Confirm chain hooks are fully closed and secured - twist-lock hooks should be locked

Red Flag: Chains attached straight across (not crossed), hooks not fully closed, chains dragging on the ground, any cracked or deformed links.



✅ CHECK #5 - Test All Trailer Lights

Why it matters: Non-functioning trailer lights are a Colorado moving violation AND a serious safety hazard - especially in the mountain corridor where weather and visibility change rapidly.

What to do:
· Plug in the trailer wiring connector and make sure it seats fully into the plug
· Turn on headlights - verify trailer running lights illuminate
· Press the brake pedal - verify brake lights on both sides illuminate
· Activate left turn signal - verify left trailer light flashes correctly
· Activate right turn signal - verify right trailer light flashes correctly
· If equipped, verify reverse lights function when shifted to reverse
· Check that the connector pins are clean - no corrosion, no bent pins

Red Flag: Any light that doesn't work, intermittent flickering, one side works but not the other, or visible corrosion on the wiring connector.



✅ CHECK #6 - Verify the Breakaway Cable

Why it matters: Colorado requires trailers over a certain weight to have a breakaway cable or chain. If the trailer separates from the vehicle, the breakaway cable activates the trailer's emergency brakes - preventing it from rolling freely down a mountain road.

What to do:
· Locate the breakaway cable on your trailer (usually a thin cable or lanyard connected to a pin on the trailer's brake battery box)
· Attach the cable to the tow vehicle's frame, hitch receiver, or designated attachment point - NOT to the safety chains
· Leave enough slack for turns but ensure the cable would pull taut if the trailer separated
· Check that the breakaway pin is fully seated in the breakaway box
· Test the breakaway battery charge if your trailer has a brake battery - should read 12V+

Red Flag: Breakaway cable missing, attached to the wrong point, too slack to activate in a separation, or breakaway battery showing low charge.







✅ CHECK #7 - Check Trailer Tire Pressure and Condition

Why it matters: Trailer tires are the most overlooked component in the entire towing setup. Underinflated trailer tires overheat on long mountain descents and can blow out - at highway speeds on a mountain pass, a trailer tire blowout is extremely dangerous.

What to do:
· Check tire pressure on all trailer tires with a quality gauge - inflate to the PSI listed on the tire sidewall (not the same as your tow vehicle's tire pressure)
· Inspect tires for uneven wear, cracking in the sidewalls, bulges, or embedded objects
· Check tread depth - if you can see the tread wear indicators, replace the tires before the trip
· Inspect the spare tire (if equipped) - verify it's properly inflated and accessible
· Check that all lug nuts are tight - torque to specification if you've recently had tires changed

Red Flag: Tire pressure more than 5 PSI below spec, visible sidewall cracking, bulges anywhere on the tire, tread worn to the wear bars, any lug nut that can be tightened by hand.



✅ CHECK #8 - Confirm Weight Distribution and Tongue Weight

Why it matters: Tongue weight that's too low causes trailer sway. Tongue weight that's too high lifts your front wheels and reduces steering and braking effectiveness. Both are dangerous on Colorado mountain roads.

What to do:
· Load your trailer with heavier items positioned forward of the axle and centered side-to-side
· Aim for tongue weight between 10–15% of your total loaded trailer weight
· Look at your tow vehicle from the side when hitched - the front and rear should look approximately level. If the rear squats significantly, your tongue weight may be too high
· If using a weight distribution hitch, verify the spring bars are engaged and tensioned correctly
· If your tow vehicle's rear squats more than 1-2 inches under load, a weight distribution hitch is strongly recommended or if using one, needs to be adjusted

Red Flag: Significant rear squat on the tow vehicle, trailer tongue angled sharply downward, trailer visibly heavier in the rear than the front, sway felt at low speeds even before reaching the highway.










✅ CHECK #9 — Test Your Brake Controller

Why it matters: Colorado requires independent trailer brakes on trailers over 3,000 lbs.  However, the law also states that if the trailer has electric brakes, they must work. A brake controller that isn't working - or isn't calibrated - means your tow vehicle's brakes are doing all the work for both vehicles on every mountain descent.

What to do:
· Power on your brake controller and verify it shows a functioning display
· Perform a slow (5 mph) manual brake test - press the manual override on your brake controller and feel for the trailer brakes to engage
· Listen for the trailer brakes activating (a slight mechanical sound or resistance in the trailer wheels)
· Check that the gain setting on your brake controller is set appropriately for your trailer weight - too low means under-braking, too high means trailer wheels lock up
· Verify the brake controller wiring hasn't been disturbed since your last trip

Red Flag: Brake controller display not functioning, no felt resistance when manual override is activated, trailer wheels locking up or not activating at all during test.



✅ CHECK #10 - Complete Your Pre-Departure Visual Walkaround

Why it matters: A final walkaround catches everything the individual checks might have missed and gives you one last opportunity to spot anything out of the ordinary before you're on the highway.

What to do:
· Walk completely around the tow vehicle and trailer - look for anything unusual
· Verify all trailer doors, hatches, and compartments are closed and latched
· Confirm all cargo inside and on top of the trailer is secured - nothing should be able to shift during turns or braking
· Check that nothing is hanging below the trailer that could drag or catch on road surfaces
· Fold in or confirm your tow mirrors are properly adjusted for visibility alongside the trailer
· Verify your trailer is not wider than your tow mirrors - if it is, extended tow mirrors are required
· Remove any wheel chocks or blocks before moving
· Confirm your load does not obscure any trailer lights

Red Flag: Any unsecured cargo, any open hatches or doors, any drag risk below the trailer, inadequate mirror coverage alongside the trailer.








🏆 Bonus: Know Your Numbers Before You Leave
Write these numbers down and keep them with this checklist:

My Tow Vehicle Max Tow Rating:    __________ lbs
My Trailer Loaded Weight:         __________ lbs
My Hitch Class & Rating:          Class ____ / __________ lbs
My Tongue Weight:                 __________ lbs
My Trailer Tire PSI:              __________ PSI
My Brake Controller Gain Setting: __________
Emergency Roadside Contact:       __________________
Hitch Corner Phone Number:        303-904-1558



If You Checked Any Red Flags - Stop and Call Us First

Don't talk yourself into it. Don't tell yourself it'll probably be fine. Don't think you'll get it looked at after the trip.
If any item on this checklist raised a red flag, your trailer is not road-ready for Colorado mountain driving.
The good news: most problems are fast and affordable to fix. 
The bad news: on a Colorado mountain pass, a preventable equipment failure has consequences that no camping trip is worth.



Hitch Corner | Littleton, CO
We work by appointment, usually within 2-3 days on most installations and inspections.
📍 10677 W. Centennial Rd. #103, Littleton, CO   80127
 📞 303-904-1558
 🌐 HitchCorner.com
 🕐 Open Monday - Friday: 8 Am – 5 PM
   	     Saturday: 8 AM - Noon (March – October) 

Bring this checklist with you and mention it at the counter —
🎁 Get $20 Off Your Purchase
compliments of the Hitch Corner team.


Services We Offer:
· Class I–V Hitch Installation
· 5th Wheel & Gooseneck Hitch Installation
· Wiring Harness Installation & Testing
· Weight Distribution System Setup
· Brake Controller Installation & Calibration
· Truck & Vehicle Accessories
· Towing Safety Inspections
· Bike Rack & Cargo Carrier Installation
· Fleet & Commercial Accounts


© Hitch Corner | Littleton, CO | hitchcorner.com

Share this checklist with a fellow Colorado tower - it might save their life.
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