
2026 SHAV ANNUAL CONFERENCE

March 30 – 31, 2026
Downtown Richmond Marriott 

PROGRAM 



It is our pleasure to welcome you to the 2026 SHAV Annual Conference in Richmond, Virginia. This year’s theme,
Unlocking Potential: Inspire, Innovate, Integrate, reflects our shared commitment to advancing the professions of
speech-language pathology and audiology while strengthening the connections that support our work.

As we planned this year’s conference, our goal was to create an experience that inspires new thinking, highlights
innovative practices, and integrates learning across clinical settings, specialties, and professional roles. We are proud to
offer a diverse and dynamic program featuring sessions in swallowing and feeding, AAC, social pragmatics, language
development, audiology advancements, ethics, supervision, and interdisciplinary collaboration. Whether you practice in
schools, healthcare settings, private practice, higher education, or beyond, we hope you find content that is relevant,
practical, and energizing.

WELCOME TO THE 2026

SHAV CONFERENCE!

Warm regards, 

Emily Bromer, M.S. CCC-SLP
VP for Professional Development

M. Johanna Fox Klein, M.S. CCC-SLP
VP of Event Planning

We are especially excited to offer a dedicated Monday Student Track, designed to support and celebrate our future professionals. This track includes engaging learning
opportunities, the ever-popular Praxis Bowl, and our Poster Sessions, which showcase innovative research and emerging ideas from students and professionals alike.
Beyond our educational offerings, we have worked intentionally to create meaningful opportunities for connection and engagement. Monday evening will feature the CDF
Auction, a longstanding SHAV tradition that supports our Communication Development Fund while bringing colleagues together for an enjoyable and spirited event. On
Tuesday, we look forward to gathering for the Membership Lunch and Meeting, an important opportunity to reflect on our collective work and look ahead to the future of
our association. The conference will conclude Tuesday evening, closing out two full days of learning, collaboration, and celebration of our professions.

The Exhibit Hall will once again provide opportunities to engage with valued partners and explore resources that support your daily work. We encourage you to visit our
exhibitors and sponsors, whose partnership helps make this conference possible.

We invite you to take full advantage of everything SHAV 2026 has to offer—attend sessions that challenge and inspire you, connect with colleagues new and old, participate
in special events, and immerse yourself in the full conference experience.

Thank you for your dedication to the individuals, families, and communities you serve. Your commitment to excellence continues to move our professions forward. We are
honored to welcome you and look forward to an inspiring and innovative conference.
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SESSION ABSTRACTS
Want to know more about what our amazing presenters will cover in their session? 

CLICK HERE to view the full session descriptions, learning objectives, time-ordered agendas, disclosures, and more!

MEALS
Breakfast will be provided on both days of the conference for all attendees. 

Lunch will be provided for all attendees on Monday, and lunch will be provided for SHAV members who registered
for the Association Luncheon on Tuesday, March 31. Any attendees who are not registered for the Association

Luncheon will be responsible for obtaining their own lunch.

EXHIBIT HALL
The exhibit hall will remain open on both Monday, March 30 and Tuesday, March 31 from 7:00 am – 4:30 pm. Please

take a moment to visit our exhibitors and thank them for their support of SHAV! 

All SHAV attendees will receive a passport card at registration and will receive a sticker when visiting an exhibitor –
visit all Gold sponsors and any 14 additional exhibitors to be entered to win prizes!

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS FOUNDATION OF VIRGINIA
SILENT & LIVE AUCTIONS

The CDF Silent Auction will be held in the Monroe/Jefferson/Madison room on the lower floor of the hotel on
Monday, March 30 from 2:00 – 5:00 pm. The Live Auction will begin at 6:00 pm in the Shenandoah room.

POSTER SESSIONS
On Monday, March 29, student posters will be on display in the upstairs corridor from 1:00 – 3:30 pm, with poster

sessions beginning at 3:30 pm.

The Praxis Bowl will be held in Salon 1 – 4 on the lower level of the venue at 5:00 pm, followed by poster awards.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cNqjWxUUzu_lrqV2-2uye4JfOraq6TSgC95rs9NoP28/edit?tab=t.t0go126ilgz5
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10:15-10:30
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11:45-noon
noon-12:15
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12:45-1
1-1:15
1:15-1:30
1:30-1:45
1:45-2
2-2:15
2:15-2:30
2:30-2:45
2:45-3
3-3:15
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4-4:15
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4:30-4:45
4:45-5:00
5:00-5:15
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5:30-5:45
5:45-6:00

Salon A/B
AUDIOLOGY

BREAK - Visit Exhibit Hall

Lunch in Exhibit Hall (for all
attendees)

Salon C/D
SCHOOL

Salon E/F
EXHIBITS

Registration Opens @ 7:00 AM

Salon G/H
ADULT

BREAK - Visit Exhibit Hall

Salon I/J
PEDIATRIC

Lunch in Exhibit Hall (for all attendees)

Corridor
Poster Boards

Break - Visit CDF Silent Auction

Upper LOBBY Salon 1-4
PROFESSIONAL

Registration Opens
@ 7:00 AM

Salon 5-8
PROFESIONAL

Breakfast 7:30-8:30

BREAK - Visit Exhibit Hall

Lunch in Exhibit Hall (for all attendees)

Shenandoah
STUDENT

Silent Auction 
(2:00-5:00)

Mon/Jeff/Mad
CDFREGISTRATION
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1. KEYNOTE: Houston -
Clarity Under Pressure:
Burnout, Imposter
Syndrome, and
Boundaries

6. Benigas - Your Strengths are the Advocacy
Strategy

27. Salley, Rhoten, &
Tanner-Anderson -
Microcredentialing
Initiative at Longwood
University

11. Morse - Evidence-
Based Tinnitus 
Assessments  Current 
Best-Practices and 
Novel Applications

7. Taylor - AI in Hearing
Aids: Demystifying the
Black Box

2. Houston - Capacity-
Safe Audiology Teams:
Practice & Team
Management

17.Freeman - Cochlear 
Implants and Bone 
Anchored Hearing Aids

22. Walker - Vocabulary
Intervention to
Strengthen Literacy in
School-Aged and
Adolescent Students

12. Finke - Friendship is
not a social skill:
Reframing connection in
autism

8. Barton - Sorting Out
the Differences: Makeup
vs. Compensatory
Services 

3. Defazio & Johnson -
Help! I Need Somebody:
The Benefits of SLPAs

18. Vora & Morey - A
Pilot Study on
Respiratory Muscle
Strength Training

4. Garrett - Social
Determinants of Health
and the Importance of
Health Literacy

9. Angadi & Hess -
Dysphagia in Head and
Neck Cancer: Continuity
and Care Across Virginia

13. Angadi & Hess -
Communication After
Total Laryngectomy:
Challenges, Resources,
and Patient-Centered
Care

5. Monroe - SLPs, PD,
and AAC...Oh My!

23. Keyes - Identification
and Treatment of
Sensory-Based Dysphagia

24. Barton - Evaluating
the Whole School Age
Student: Putting the
Pieces Together 

10. Smallwood,
Childress, Meldrum &
Reynolds - Feasibility of
Perceptual Voice
Analysis in 2 Year Olds

14. VanDerwerker - F.U.
N. Fresh-Unique-New
Ways to Increase
Motivation in Therapy

19. Winder & Heavilon -
AAC Background and
Implementation

15. Bassard - Examining Social
Media Through an Ethical Lens

20. Ingram - AI in Speech-
Language Pathology: Thoughtful,
Ethical Use in Clinical Practice

21. Moss - 2026 ASLP Board
Updates

16. Ellis - Using Biostatistics to
Inform and Enhance Evidence-
Based Decision Making

26. Praxis Bowl 5:00-5:
45
AWARDS

Vora - MBSS

Miller - Pediatric 
FEES

A Day in the Life
Panel Discussion

Derry & Heck -
AAC and Feature
Matching

Student Posters in
Corridor

25. Student Posters

Transition from Silent
to Live Auction

Live Auction (6-7)
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1-1:15
1:15-1:30
1:30-1:45
1:45-2
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2:30-2:45
2:45-3
3-3:15
3:15-3:30
3:30-3:45
3:45-4
4-4:15
4:15-4:30

Salon A/B
AUDIOLOGY

BREAK - Visit Exhibit Hall

Salon C/D
SCHOOL

Salon E/F
EXHIBITS

Registration Opens @ 7:00 AM

Salon G/H
ADULT

BREAK - Visit Exhibit Hall

Salon I/J
PEDIATRIC

END OF DAY 2

Upper LOBBY Salon 1-4
PROFESSIONAL

Registration Opens
@ 7:00 AM

MEMBERSHIP LUNCH IN CAPITAL
BALLROOOM (11:45-1:00) - for SHAV

members who register

Salon 5-8
PROFESSIONAL

Breakfast 7:30-8:30

BREAK - Visit Exhibit Hall

Shenandoah
OVERFLOW

Mon/Jeff/Mad
OVERFLOWREGISTRATION
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28. PLENARY: Glade -
Advocating with ASHA

47. Taylor - The Social
Consequences of
Hearing Loss: Are
Hearing Aids
Enough?

29. Houston - The
Parent Load: Burnout,
Overwhelm, and
Sustainable Support

43. Kaul - Advancing
APD Services: Evidence-
Based Assessment and
Program
Implementation in
Audiology Practice

48. Lawson & Clark - My
Voice, My Life: AAC for
Work, Play & Beyond

44. Ellis - A Critical
Analysis of Those “New”
Speech-Sound Norms

30. Finke - When actions
speak: Understanding
autistic “behavior” as
communication

45. Benigas - Spaced
Retrieval Step by Step:
An Evidence Based
Memory Intervention

31. Garrett -
Communication Partner
Training: Techniques for
the SLP

49. Bruner & Gylling -
Building your Aphasia
Toolkit with Aphasia Duo

37. Garrett - Empowering
Caregivers Across the
Lifespan: The Role of the
SLP

46. Ingram - Technology
for the SLP You Already
Are

51. Dorn - Envisioning
Possibilities: Empowering Every
Clinician to Advocate for Our
Professions

55. Defazio & Defazio - Keeping
it FUNctional: Collaborating with
Recreation Therapy

33. Bassard - Incorporating Emergent Literacy Skills into Clinical
Practice

56. Power-deFur - Let's Think
About It! Group Considerations FitzSimmons-Olsen, & 

57. Reynolds, Purdy, 

of Ethical Scenarios Nocciolo - A Preliminary
Exploration of Work-
Related Vocal Changes in
SFWLs

34. Parrish - Are You
Listening? No, I'm Paying
Attention

41. Bruner & Gylling -
Supporting Language and
Literacy with AAC using
Grid

39. Pfeiffer & Lenhart -
Developmental Language
Disorder: Do's and Dont's

52. Miller - The Ins and Outs of 53. Whitfield - Swallowing
Evidence-Based Practice and Parkinson's Disease...
ImplementationWhat's in Your Toolbox?

54. Monroe & Salmon -
Putting the "Super" in
Supervision: Student to
CF too CCC'd!

35. Verdun & Sulllivan -
INTEGRATE & INSPIRE:
Applying Your Leadership
Superpower

42. Cassidy, Ferryman,
Hill, Miller & Spence -
Strengthening the Future
of EI: Interdisciplinary
University and
Community Partnerships

58. Harrigan - Cues for
language acquisition: The
learner and the input

32. Cassidy, Burks, DeHoff,
Hodges, & Wright -
Communication Connections:
Interprofessional Collaboration
Between SLP Students &
Childcare Providers

36. Taylor - Going from the
Test Booth to the C-Suite:
Practice
Management Skills Every
Audiologist Needs to
Become a
Top-Tier Executive

50. Cassidy, Billiris,
Burnette, Chalkley,
Frensley, Hairston, &
Hyburg - Building Bridges
with Communication and
Music: Supporting Young
Children Together

38. Seal - Parental Touch in
Infant-Directed
Communication: Lessons
from Deaf Parents with
Deaf and Hearing Babies

40. French, Angadi, Cassidy &
Gentry - Envisioning Inclusive
Care: Exploring Gender-
Inclusive Practices in Speech-
Language Pathology
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EXHIBIT HALL MAP

1.Ivy Rehab
2.Smartbox (2 tables)
3.Hearing Life
4.PRC Saltillo
5.Radford University
6.Parapharma Tech
7.Kids Care Health
8.Power Back Rehab
9.Bilingual Therapy

10.Prince William County
11.Lansinoh
12.Speech 4 Children
13.Harrisonburg City Public Schools
14.WPS
15.Aveanna
16.Fairfax County Public Schools

17.Pat Com Medical
18.Padapillo
19.New Kent Public Schools
20.Capital Dysphagia Group
21.Tobii Dynavoc
22.Richmond City Schools
23.Speech and Language Center
24.Floreo
25.The Listening SLP
26.SECEP
27.SHAV Honors Committee

Please CLICK HERE to complete your CE Submission
form at the end of the conference.  You can elect to

have your CE submitted to ASHA and/or have a
Certif icate of Attendance sent to you for self-

reporting.  SHAV wil l  report your CEUs on your behalf
within 45 days after the end of the conference,  and it
may take up to two more weeks for the event to show

on your CE Registry.  Please be sure to include your
ASHA number in the evaluation to ensure there are no
delays in reporting.  Evaluations must be completed no

later than April  14,  2026.

Please reach out to SHAV with any questions!

CLAIMING CEUS

Speech-Language-Hearing
Association of Virginia

Various Levels 

1.25 ASHA CEUs

https://app.asforms.net/api/as/x76v1v


Richmond

Fall Line (WGD)
Julep’s New Southern Cuisine (WGD)
Lillie Pearl (WGDA)
Mama J's (WA)
Casa Del Barco (DA)
Southern Railway Taphouse (DA)
Secret Sandwich Society (WGDA)
Perly's (WGDA)
Ay Caramba Mexican Food (WGDA)

"W": located within 5 blocks of the hotel 
"G": Google reviews are above 4.5 stars 
"D": Serves alcoholic drinks
"A": Multiple entrees available at $20 or less

EAT LIKE A LOCAL

Talk To Me Technologies provides AAC systems, vocabulary
software, and communication boards to make communication
accessible to everyone everywhere.

 

Communication is life

talktometechnologies.com

learn more

https://www.falllinerestaurant.com/
https://rva.juleps.net/
https://www.lilliepearlrva.com/
https://mamajskitchen.com/
https://www.casadelbarco.com/
https://srtaphouse.com/
https://www.secretsandwichsociety.com/
https://www.orderperlysrichmond.com/
https://www.aycarambamexican.com/


2025 – 2026

Ed Bice, M.Ed., CCC-SLP President

Heidi Miller, MS, CCC-SLP President-Elect

Erin Wallace, PhD, MS, CCC-SLP VP for Member Services

Melanie-Joy Dorn, MA, CCC-SLP, RYT-200 VP for Governmental & Professional Affairs**

Somer Stone, M.Ed., CCC-SLP, CAS VP for Speech-Language Pathology

Anoli Mehta, MS

*Denotes end of term

**Denotes renewal of term

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO SHAV!

SHAV BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Learn more at shav.org/board!

Emily Bromer, MS, CCC-SLP VP for Professional Development*

Juhi Vora, MA, CCC-SLP Member at Large

M. Johanna Fox Klein, MS, CCC- SLP VP of Event Planning

2026 – 2027 Incoming Board Members

Samantha Litz, MS, CCC-SLP, CNT VP for Professional Development

Board Appointed & Committee Chairs

Beth Johnson Secretary
Patrick DeFur Treasurer
Ed Vann Historian
M. Johanna Fox Klein, MS, CCC- SLP Honors Committee Chair

Sidorela Doci VP for Audiology**

VP for Public Relations & Communication

https://www.shav.org/board


THANK YOU TO OUR 
2026 SHAV CONFERENCE COMMITTEE!

2026 OUTSTANDING LEGISLATOR AWARD
Holly Seibold has been honored with the Outstanding Legislator Award  from the Speech-Language-Hearing
Association of Virginia in recognition of her exceptional leadership and advocacy on behalf  of communication health
professionals and the communities they serve.

Delegate Seibold represents parts of Northern Virginia and brings a strong background in public service and
community advocacy to her role in the General  Assembly.  Prior to her election,  she was widely recognized for her
work supporting children,  famil ies,  and equitable access to healthcare and education—priorit ies that continue to
guide her legislative efforts.

During the 2025 legislative session,  Delegate Seibold served as the patron of HB 2040 (Speech-Language Pathology
Assistants;  Licensure,  Qualif ications,  Scope of Practice;  Revocation or Suspension of License;  Continuing Education).
She worked closely with her constituents and SHAV to successfully advance and pass this important legislation,
strengthening standards for speech-language pathology assistants and supporting high-quality,  accountable care.

Through her leadership,  collaboration with stakeholders,  and commitment to evidence-based policymaking,  Delegate
Seibold has made a meaningful  and lasting impact on speech, language,  and hearing services across Virginia .

Delegate Holly Seibold,  M.Ed.
Virginia House of Delegates
12  Districtt h

Victoria Bhardwaj
Ed Bice

Kelsey Blake
Madison Brumbaugh

Melanie-Joy Dorn
Jessica Gebert
Judy Kaseloo

Alison King
Samantha Litz
Katrina Miller

Heidi  Mil ler 
Chila Nicholson

Meredith Puryear
Logan Ragland 

Gloria Ren
Victoria Reynolds

R.J.  Risueño
Somer Stone

Kenzie Vanderwerker
Juhi Vora

Emily Bromer (VP of Professional Development)
Johanna Klein (VP of Event Planning)



The Communications Disorders Foundation of Virginia proudly announces the
recipient of the 2026 Martha Mullins-Callender Award :  Rebecca Epperly,  MS, CCC-SLP

Rebecca Epperly is  honored in recognition of her extraordinary leadership,
mentorship,  and unwavering commitment to strengthening the profession of
speech ‑ language pathology in Virginia.  As Clinic Director of the Radford University
Speech ‑Language ‑Hearing Clinic and co ‑founder of the Radford University Brain Injury
Center,  she has expanded access to high ‑quality,  l ife ‑participation–focused services
in a medically underserved region while building sustainable cl inical  and educational
infrastructure.

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  D I S O R D E R S  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  V I R G I N I A
2 0 2 6  M A R T H A  M U L L I N S - C A L L E N D E R  A W A R D

Martha Mullins-Callender Award 2026
Rebecca Epperly,  MS, CCC-SLP
Clinic Director,  Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic
Co-Founder,  Brain Injury Center
Radford University

Scott D.  Rankins,  M.S. ,  CCC-SLP
President,  Communication Disorders Foundation of Virginia

She is  widely respected for elevating standards of care and fostering interdisciplinary collaboration,  as well  as for her transformative mentorship of both
students and faculty.  Rebecca cultivates a culture of excellence,  integrity,  and accountabil ity,  guiding graduate cl inicians to develop strong cl inical
reasoning,  ethical  judgment ,  and professional confidence.  Her mentorship further extends to faculty colleagues through collaboration,  program
development ,  and the modeling of thoughtful ,  principled leadership.Through vision,  perseverance,  and deep professional stewardship,  Rebecca Epperly
exemplif ies the enduring legacy of Martha Mull ins Callender and serves as a true champion of communication disorders services in the Commonwealth.

Congratulations Rebecca!
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	The Communications Disorders Foundation of Virginia proudly announces the recipient of the 2026 Martha Mullins-Callender Award: Rebecca Epperly, MS, CCC-SLP
	Rebecca Epperly is honored in recognition of her extraordinary leadership, mentorship, and unwavering commitment to strengthening the profession of speech‑language pathology in Virginia. As Clinic Director of the Radford University Speech‑Language‑Hearing Clinic and co‑founder of the Radford University Brain Injury Center, she has expanded access to high‑quality, life‑participation–focused services in a medically underserved region while building sustainable clinical and educational infrastructure.
	She is widely respected for elevating standards of care and fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, as well as for her transformative mentorship of both students and faculty. Rebecca cultivates a culture of excellence, integrity, and accountability, guiding graduate clinicians to develop strong clinical reasoning, ethical judgment, and professional confidence. Her mentorship further extends to faculty colleagues through collaboration, program development, and the modeling of thoughtful, principled leadership.Through vision, perseverance, and deep professional stewardship, Rebecca Epperly exemplifies the enduring legacy of Martha Mullins Callender and serves as a true champion of communication disorders services in the Commonwealth.
	Congratulations Rebecca!
	Scott D. Rankins, M.S., CCC-SLP President, Communication Disorders Foundation of Virginia
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