December 2025

Newsletter

oA
=
e

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

o
O i
L
s
e | o

<>
T o

=
it T

B1G THANKS to all the friends that were a
part of this years Friendsgiving. Tttook
many hands to make it so perfect, from

attending, and cleaning up. We thank you

It's almost time for the Cookie
Swap on Christmas Eve. Bring
some cookies, eat some cookies,
and take some home with you!!
Come be a part of a sweet
evening!!




As we enter December, we do so without one of our stalwart elders. I join you and many folks in the CSRA
grieving the death of Andy Reese; and yet, there is far more to celebrate about his life. (Which we’ll do officially
on December 6" at 4 PM.) Even as his lungs failed him, Andy remained optimistic until the end. The last time
we spoke was the morning of election Tuesday. We shared significant hope about the possibilities of the day,
hope which was affirmed by the eventual results.

Like many in this congregation, Andy was a humanist. An orientation which must have faith in the ultimate
potential for human goodness. It’s hard to maintain that faith sometimes when we seemingly, constantly witness
terrible behavior by humans. Against each other. Against this planet. Some might say against God (whatever
that means to you). And yet, without overlooking senseless tragedy along the way, we humans always seem to
do just a little bit better over time. Inspired by Unitarian abolitionist minister Rev. Theodore Parker, Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was convinced that the arc of the moral universe bends toward justice. I believe that to be
true, too. But that’s not a magical, supernatural process. MLK spent his life... he gave his life... to the cause.
And we were better for it. Andy believed the same thing. In ways, he did the same. Over time things get better,
but it is ultimately humans who must do the requisite work. Sure, we may have to revisit some stuff from time
to time, but the totality of the arc bends toward justice.

It’s very hard to observe this when life gets hard. It’s very hard to observe this amid a clear downward spiral in
the human story. When humanity is in a moment of regressive retrograde. Feelings of anger, fear, hope-lessness
are valid in this context. Yet, we’re still here. We’re alive. Like a tree breaking through a sidewalk, against the
weight and might of concrete, life finds a way. It must find a way. The same must be said of us. But, not just to
stay alive. We will die someday. And, when we have the immense privilege of being a small part of the human
story, we have an obligation to make it meaning-full - purpose-full.

For us, we’ve chosen to make creating Beloved Community and Justice our shared purpose. A purpose in which
Andy invested a tremendous amount of time, energy, and money. He didn’t see the ultimate results of that
investment. Yet he invested nonetheless. Like many of our ancestors... like us... he planted the seed not knowing
if it would sprout into a tree. He very well may have planted the seed that one day will burst through the
concrete slab of injustice and hate. Or at the very least, a blade of grass poking through a crack. If enough of us
plant that grass seed, too, that sidewalk doesn’t stand a chance.

Not knowing the end result of his efforts, Andy nonetheless chose hope. By choosing us, he chose hope. By
choosing to love Alice, he chose hope. As we enter December and then the new year — may we do the same. In
honor and respect to all our ancestors who got us through before - a list which now includes Andy Reese — may
we choose hope.

In good faith and good trouble,



Faith Formation News: December - A Season of Hope

As we step into December, the Faith Formation department is embracing the theme of Hope! We have many
exciting projects and opportunities for growth, connection, and fellowship this holiday season.

w2 Annual Holiday Pageant: Lights, Camera, Hope!

Get ready for our annual holiday pageant, which will once again take the form of a short film! This is a
fantastic chance for our creative tweens and teens (ages 11-17) to participate both in front of and behind
the camera.

e First Movie Meeting: Details regarding the first production meeting will be announced soon via email
through our Realm group for parents and registered youth. Keep an eye on your inbox!

/A Youth Con: Join Our Jr. High on the Mountain!

Our Senior High Youth (ages 14-18) had a wonderful time on their recent trip, and now it's the Jr. High
Students' (6th-8th Grade) turn to join us for a retreat at The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center in
Highlands, NC.

Dates: December 12th — 14th

Registration Deadline: You must be registered by December 2nd.
Scholarships: Financial assistance is available!

Questions: Please reach out to Ms. D with any inquiries.

() OWL Program Pause

Our Our Whole Lives (OWL) program has been going wonderfully! We will take a scheduled pause for the
holidays after December 7th and will resume sessions on January 10th.

® Youth Group Updates & Social Events

The youth had a blast at Skateland for November's social outing! Please vote during our December Youth
Group (YG) meeting to decide where we should go in January, as we will not have a separate social get-
together in December.



« RAD (Readers for Activism and Diversity) Presents: Banned Book Viewing
Party

The RAD high school group is hosting a thought-provoking event, inviting all high schoolers in the church and
the CSRA community:

e What: A Banned Book Viewing Party featuring the book and film, The Fault in Our Stars.

e When: December 20th, 6:00 PM — 9:00 PM

e Schedule: The first 30 minutes will be dedicated to a book discussion, followed immediately by a movie
viewing.

e Come Prepared: The initial discussion will focus on the themes and context of this powerful story.

Cost: $5.00 per person (can be paid online or at the door).

e Food: Warm soups, hot cocoa, teas, and desserts will be served!

Kids Night In (KNI) Update

Our popular Kids Night In program will be paused after our December 12th event.

e Inquiries: Please direct any questions or details regarding KNI to Trania Hamilton, our KNI Coordinator,
at

Thank You & Volunteer Opportunities

We extend a heartfelt thank you to our wonderful new volunteers! We could always use more helping hands for
our many youth and children events.

e Volunteer Inquiries: If you are interested in sharing your time and talents, please reach out to Desria at

Crossing Paths: Interfaith Exploration

We are deeply grateful to the Lighthouse Christian Fellowship Baptist Church for hosting our Crossing
Paths interfaith youth group this month. Our youth have had a valuable experience exploring Christian rituals,
history, and traditions. Next month, our journey continues as we delve into Catholicism.

Wishing you and yours a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from the Faith Formation Team!
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- 4:00pm - 8:00pm (Celebration of Life for Andy Reese

- 9:00am - 4:00pm Lifeline Screening Event (Look for flyers on the
bulletin board for more details)

- 5:30pm - 6:30pm Community Sing, led by Bill Webster (everyone

welcome)
- 6:30pm - 7:30pm Building &L Grounds Team Meeting
- 6:30pm Blue Christmas Worship with Bread &I Soup to follow
Youth Intermediate Fall Conference
- 12pm - 6pm Warm Wishes Winter Market
- 7pm - 8pm Christmas Sing a long at the Charter Senior Living
Augusta Gardens

- 6:30pm - 8:00pm Board Meeting
- Spm - 10pm Out &l Proud Holiday Party
- 6pm - 9pm RAD Watch Party-The Fault in Our Stars
- 12:15-2:00 PM Parents Group Potluck Lunch
- 5:30 PM Christmas Eve Service
- Affter Christmas Eve Service CooRie Swap
- Merry Christmas!!!

- Youth Pageant.. A Season of Hope



Gifts of Honor

Looking for a way to celebrate a
friend or loved one’s birth, birthday,
marriage, anniversary, graduation, or
recent achievement?

Consider making a Gift of Honor in
their name to the church!

This program is organized by the
Finance Committee.

A check or cash-in-an-envelope
should be clearly marked - Gift of
Honor —and be sure to tell us who or
what you are honoring.

All Gifts of Honor will support the
General Fund.

Make an online donation on the
church's website at UUAugusta.org or
use the QR Code.




December Worship Calendar - Choosing Hope
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Westhes 777

SHOP LOCAL. SIP COCOA. FEEL THE MAGIC!

& LOCAL VENDORS & CRAFTERS
G VISITS WITH SANTA & MRS. CLAUS
&3 BAKE SALE, COCOA, CIDER, COFFEE,
& AND SMORE’S KITS
® 3501 WALTON WAY EXT., AUGUSTA
' DECEMBER 13TH FROM 12:00 TO 6:00 PM



https://tinyurl.com/48y4w69n




RI RECOVERY
INTERNATIONAL

BETTER. MENTAL. HEALTH.™
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87672081428?pwd=ZUNFSkthNEMzSDJNNWFnR2lFZkh1UT09Passcode:%20324295
mailto:board.president@uuaugusta.org
https://zoom.us/j/97531579799?pwd=RUQrZEs5OFFpL2JhajFwbXJtOUNTdz09
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ROME.O.

RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT
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tel:706-267-9298

SUPPORT

Next Meeting: December 8th
@6:30pm in the Common Room

We’re inviting everyone to pick a rock from the
Labyrinth Garden, take it home, paint it, and then
bring it back to the garden. The kids have already

done a great job getting us all started. We would
love to see some more color out there



GENERAL INFORMATION
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