


MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, March 4th  

Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent 

4:00 PM Craig Madigan 

 by MaryAnn Michaelian 

 MASS IN CHURCH HALL 

  

Sunday, March 5th   

Second Sunday of Lent  

8:00 AM Marianne DiConza 

 by her daughter Suzanne & son-in-law Jared 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

10:30 AM In Thanksgiving to all past and current  

Pastors & Associates of St. Anthony Parish 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

12:30 PM All Parishioners 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

Monday, March 6th  

8:00 AM Rosina Amico 

 by her son Louis 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

Tuesday, March 7th  

Saints Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs  

8:00 AM Frank Catalfamo 

 by Elena Valeri 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

Wednesday, March 8th  

St. John of God, Religious 

7:00 AM Open Intention 

 by  

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

Thursday, March 9th   

St. Frances of Rome, Religious 

8:00 AM Open Intention 

 by  

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

Friday, March 10th  

8:00 AM NO MASS 

  

Saturday, March 11th  

Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent 

4:00 PM Gillian Smith  

 by her parents 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

Sunday, March 12th  

Third Sunday of Lent  

8:00 AM Katy Downing – for health 

 by her friend Adriane McDonald 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

10:30 AM Michael Quinn 

 by his Children 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

12:30 PM Parishioners 

 (MASS IN CHURCH HALL) 

 

 

 

St. Anthony Candle Intention: 

We will not be accepting any intentions 

until the church is back in full use. 

 

 

March 4 - 5, 2023  
Second Sunday of Lent 

 
“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to 

a land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1) God calls all of us to leave 

behind our old ways and to follow Him, placing our complete trust in Him. 

Some of the old ways that we struggle to leave behind might be 

materialism, selfishness and greed. Yet, God promises to show us a new 

land and a better way to live. Remember what St. Teresa of Calcutta said, 

“God does not call us to be successful, God calls us to be faithful.” 

 

READ AND PREPARE 

Next Week’s Scripture readings 

First Reading Exodus 17:3-7 

Second Reading Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

Gospel John 4:5-42 

  

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS   EVENTS 
 

 

The Hospitality Committee will meet on Monday, March 6th at 

6:00 pm in the church hall.  New members are always welcome! 

 

 

Lenten News: 
Due to the church painting, we will not be offering Stations of the 

Cross. Confessions will be heard every Saturday from 3-3:00 

before the 4:00 Mass or anytime by appointment.  

 

 

 

ATTENTION: Effective immediately, ALL Masses are now being 

held in the church hall until the painting is complete.  Please tell 

friends or neighbors that may not have attended the last few 

weeks so that everyone is made aware. It is projected that the 

work will be complete before the end of March.  Father will keep 

you updated on the progress.  

The church hall has steps leading down into it and therefore is 

not handicapped accessible. We are sorry for any disruption this 

may cause you while painting is in progress. 

 

 

ATTENTION! – As you now know, you did not receive any February 

or March envelopes due to our supplier’s paper shortage.  Please 

place your check/cash in a marked envelope. We are sorry for 

this inconvenience. Below is a list of the envelopes that would 

have been in your mail packet. We have been told that you should 

expect your April/May envelopes sometime after March 20th. 

Thank you for your understanding.  

 

Last call for Catholic Free Press  $39 

Remember that our subscriber list will be turned in to the Free 

Press this week. Please call the office immediately if you plan to 

resubscribe but have not sent in payment. 

 

March Envelopes 

4 Weekends 

Building & Maintenance 

 

Church in Latin America  March 5 

Catholic Relief    March 26 

Easter Flowers   March 26 or anytime in March 

 



  

Dear Friends, 
For the second Sunday of Lent, we move from Jesus’ retreat to the desert to his Transfiguration. Each 

year on the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. On the second 
Sunday of Lent each year, we hear the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration. 

The story of Jesus’ Transfiguration is told in the three Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In 
each of those Gospels, the Transfiguration follows Jesus’ first prediction of his death and his teaching about 
the costs of discipleship. Jesus’ Transfiguration is a promise of Jesus’ glory, his Resurrection. 

On a mountain in today’s reading, a voice affirms that Jesus is God’s Son in words reminiscent of the 
voice at Jesus’ baptism. In addition, the appearance of Moses and Elijah on the mountain connects this story 
with God’s relationship with the people of Israel. Moses and Elijah represent the Law and the Prophets, 
respectively. Together with Jesus, they represent God’s complete Word. 

The Transfiguration occurs in the presence of just three of Jesus’ disciples: Peter, James, and John. In 
Matthew’s Gospel, those disciples are among the first whom Jesus calls. The three men are identified as an 
“inner circle” among Jesus’ disciples when Jesus asks them to accompany him to the Garden of Gethsemane 
just before his arrest. 

 
Blessings, 
Fr. Juan 

 

 

Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing. 

Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection 

bins at the entrances of the church.  Suggested Items Needed: 

Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small 

packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, 

diapers, baby wash, baby lotion. 

 

Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis chapter of 

St. Vincent de Paul is ongoing. Please bring any 

nonperishable items when you can. If this is 

something that you have never done before, 

please strongly consider it. Even one or two 

items a month makes a huge difference to the 

people the pantry serves.  The collection bin is 

located at the entrance of the church.  The Food Pantry is open 

every week to the public so there is always much needed.  

 

Fish Fry in Gardner - A Traditional Fish Fry will be held weekly on 

Fridays from 5-7 pm at Holy Spirit in the Hall. Eat in or take out. 

Meals will be $12.50 for adults and $ 6 for kids. Menu includes 

baked or fried fish, baked potato or French fries, clam chowder, 

dessert and a drink. 

 

Fish Fry in Fitchburg - St. Joseph Parish at Madonna of the Holy 

Rosary Church,118 Theresa St., will hold a Fish Fry weekly, 

Fridays of Lent (Feb. 24- March 31) starting at 4:30 pm, eat-in 

or take-out Dinner/$12 and chowder or mac & cheese is $5. 

 

 

ST BERNARD’S HIGH SHOOL OPEN HOUSE will be held on 

Saturday, March 11th from 10-12:00 noon. If you are in the 8th 

grade or above, please plan to stop by to explore the many 

benefits of a Bernardian education! We are located at 45 

Harvard St., Fitchburg. "Since 1920, St. Bernard’s has prepared 

students to be life-long learners and leaders who embrace the 

world with courage, compassion, and a dedication to service.". 

For more information, please call 978-342-3212 

 

 

 

Chowder Fest in Leominster - Join us for our annual Chowder 

Fest on Friday, March 10 from 5 - 7:30 pm at Our Lady of the 

Lake, 1400 Main Street, Leominster. Menu includes Clam, Fish, 

or Corn Chowder, Macaroni & Cheese, corn bread, crackers, 

bread, water, soda, coffee, tea, and desserts. Tickets:  Adults 

$10, Children (6-12) $5.  Take out is available. 

 

The Theology of Pope Francis - Fr. Thiago Ibiapina, 

the  Associate Pastor of Annunciation Parish, has contributed to 

a collection of essays on the theology of Pope Francis, recently 

published in Brazil. On Monday, March 13 at 6:30 pm, the 10th 

anniversary of Pope Francis’ election, Fr. Ibiapina will share 

reflections based on his article. This presentation will be held 

at Holy Rosary 135 Nichols St. in the church hall.  

 

22nd Annual Catholic Men's Conference - Come and join us on 

Saturday, March 25 at Assumption University, Worcester.  For 

information check the new website: catholicmenworc.com. 

Looking forward to seeing you in person this year! 

 

 

 

February Prize-a-Day Cash Calendar 
 

The last two lucky winners this week are: 

February 27  Chester & Nancy Fantozzi $25 

February 28  Kristina Picariello $150 

 

Congratulations! You may pick up your prize money at the 

church office Monday – Wednesday 978-342-4706. 

 

Thank you for your support of our Prize Calendar! We collected 

$5,920 for 296 calendars sold! After the cash prizes were paid 

out, we realized $4,420 in profit. Additionally, we received cash 

donations totaling $1,625. We are blessed to have such a 

generous and committed community here. You truly care about 

your parish! Thank you so much for helping us to defray the 

rising cost of our heating bills. 

 

 



Expanded Parking

Also Serving You
in Townsend 

& Ayer

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli

Joshua D. Hunt

F U N E R A L  H O M E

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg
www.andersonfuneral.com  .   978.343.4407

ISABELLE & ANDERSON 

www.champarealty.com

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in 
fellowship and being of service, come 
check us out!

“Do Unto Others…”
Luke 6:31

Contact the church office
to advertise

your business here.

professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

Please Patronize Our Advertisers

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“� e Alarm Professionals”
  Lunenburg, MA 01462
  David A. Duval
  Ph. 978-582-7455  Fax 978-582-6697
  info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse 
800-350-4945

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
k m o r s e @ d e s i g n s i n p r i n t . c o m

Since 1874, families have depended on our funeral services.
SMITH-MALLAHY-MASCIARELLI FUNERAL HOMES

243 Water Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420  •  978 / 345-4151  • fax 978 / 343-2494
John F. Masciarelli, Cicely A. Carter & Walter Taylor

Funeral Directors
www.masciarellifamilyfuneralhomes.net

649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
      Garden Center 978-342-2239
Floral Department 978-342-2300

CAULEY’S
FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc
Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420(978) 342-3029

“Praying Simply”
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

    on earth as it is in heaven.
Matthew 6:10

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420

T: 978-829-1801

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121
davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape

www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
Celebra� ng Our115th Anniversary

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2023

Brandon
Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444
305 Wanoosnoc Road Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony
Pray for Us




