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Pastoral Staff Parish Office
Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor 978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net 978-342-8160 fax

church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Hours:

Saltantillo]l @gmail.com Monday — Wednesday 9-3

y ednesday
978-870-4167 (closed Thursday & Friday)
Prayer Line Requests Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager

prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978 342 4706 ChurCh.Ofﬁce@stanthonyﬁtch urg.net

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES Saturday Vigil  4:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)
WEEKDAY MASSES Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM
HOLY DAY SCHEDULE Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of
RECONCILIATION Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
BAPTISM OF INFANTS All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.
SACRAMENTS OF RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
INITIATION FOR ADULTS Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.
MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our Parish ?amilg. We endeavor
to be a wc]coming, inclusive, charitable and socia”g resPonsiblc faith community. We offer our hearts, our giFts and
our time, as we strive to givc witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the examl:)!c of our Patron
Saint Antlﬂong of Padua, we desire to be Pcaccma‘cers, living the gospel in word and action.



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, March 25t

Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent

4:00 PM Mike Orlando
by a Friend
(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
Sunday, March 26t
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM The Gawlik Family as they go through

many difficulties

by Salwek Gawlick

(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
10:30 AM Mary & John Manning

by their Family

Oreste & Carmela Guglielmi & Their Family

by Mary Morizzo

March 25 - 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday of Lent

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not tell you that if you believe you will see the
glory of God?’” (JOHN 11:40) Many of us say that we believe in God. We
attend Sunday Mass and participate in parish events. But when life gets
hard and the pressure is on, when things aren’t going our way, do we
really believe? Do we really put our trust in the Lord? When we live a life
of gratitude, recognizing all that we have been given, we really do see
that God is providing for our needs. Living a grateful and generous life
allows us to see God’s active presence in our daily lives and we become
“partakers of the divine nature.”

READ AND PREPARE
Next Week's Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel John 20:1-9

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

ATTENTION: ALL Masses will return to the church beginning on
Saturday & Sunday, April 1-2 just in time for Palm Sunday!
Please let your friends and fellow parishioners know that we will
be happy to have them join us again upstairs!

Rice Bowls - If you took a Rice Bowl home, please remember to
return it Palm Sunday weekend. All money collected goes to the
Catholic Relief Services (CRS). If you didn't take one, please
consider giving to the diocesan Catholic Relief Collection today.
Remember that a little goes a very long way to the poorest of the

(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
12:30 PM Parishioners
(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
Monday, March 27th
8:00 AM Open Intention
by
(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
Tuesday, March 28t
8:00 AM Frank Catalfamo
by Anthony & Joan Catalfamo
(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
Wednesday, March 29t
8:00 AM Sr. Vincent Rinaldi, MPV
by a Former Student
(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
Thursday, March 30t
8:00 AM Pat Pietila
by Joan Horgan
(MASS IN CHURCH HALL)
Friday, March 31st
8:00 AM NO MASS

Saturday, April 1st

Vigil: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
4:00 PM David Altieri (Month’s Mind)
by his loving Family

Sunday, April 2nd

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
8:00 AM Anne Zarrella
by her Family

10:30 AM Peter A. Gravelle
by Tim & Kayla Raheb
Joe & Rita Morizzo
by Mary, Elena & Willy

12:30 PM Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

poor to insure their dignity.
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HOLY WEEK

St. Anthony & Friends Choir Presents a Lenten Concert
Tuesday, April 4 @ 7:00 pm in the church.
What a peaceful way to finish Lent and start Holy Week.
Light refreshments in the church hall to follow. No charge.

Simple Supper - All are invited to attend a Simple Supper here
in the church hall, Wednesday, April 5t at 5:00 PM. The meal
will consist of clam & corn chowder, salad & roll. There is no
cost, but donations are gladly accepted.

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00 PM
Good Friday Passion of the Lord 7:00 PM
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 7:00 PM

Easter Sunday Resurrection of the Lord
10:30 AM




Dear Friends,

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward
Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, which we have come to know as
Hanukkah. The people have been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them
to look to his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some try
to stone him for blasphemy.

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to Jesus that his
friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays his journey for two days. The delay
heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s
resurrection. When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life.
Thomas declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus.

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying that if Jesus had
been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks.
Martha affirms her belief that there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister,
Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be
brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this sign, many come to
believe in Jesus, but others take the word of the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for
Jesus’ death.

Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of Lazarus
foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the conflict with the Jewish authorities,
acts in complete obedience to God. In raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus
dies, those who believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be
rolled away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb.

The Gospel today calls us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to
sin’s power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism, we join ourselves with Christ, who conquered
death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are
called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection and the life.

Blessings,

Fr. Juowv

Fish Fry in Fitchburg - St. Joseph Parish at Madonna of the Holy
Rosary Church,118 Theresa St., will hold a Fish Fry weekly,
Fridays of Lent (Feb. 24- March 31) starting at 4:30 pm, eat-in
or take-out Dinner/$12 and chowder or mac & cheese is $5.

Fish Fry in Gardner - A Traditional Fish Fry will be held weekly on
Fridays from 5-7 pm at Holy Spirit in the Hall. Eat in or take out.
Meals will be $12.50 for adults and $ 6 for kids. Menu includes
baked or fried fish, baked potato or French fries, clam chowder,

dessert and a drink. Italian Pastry for Easterl - Patty Vacca Martin, along with the
members of the Hospitality Committee are taking orders for
Special Lenten Service at Immaculate Heart of Mary, Spruce assorted ltalian cookies, pies & cannoli. Some of the coolie
Street, Winchendon on Wednesday evening, March 29, at choices include anise, lemon, pistachio, mostaccioli (dark
6:30pm. We will have Mass, Rosary, Adoration and chocolate with walnuts); filled: fig, raspberry, apricot; almond
Confessions. All are welcome to please join us for this Lenten biscotti. Cannoli, cream puffs & Zeppole. Pies: ricotta & ham.
service. Pizza Rustica (Italian Easter Pizza) & Pizzagaina (ltalian Easter
meat with ricotta cheese) any size! Easter egg baskets,
Opportunity for a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land - Fr. Nelson Rivera individual or multiple. The choices are dizzying! Deadline to
& Deacon Patrick Stewart (St. Denis, Douglas) Fr. Juan Herrera order is Thursday, March 30. Don’t be left out, call Patty at 978-
(St. Edward the Confessor, Westminster) and Fr. Javier Julio (St. 407-9385 to discuss selections and place your order. You can
Louis, Webster) are planning a pilgrimage to Holy Land & Jordan also see some selections on her FB page. Thank you for your
November 5-18, 2023. Fr. Nelson and Deacon Patrick are continued support. All proceeds go to St. Anthony Church!

planning an INFORMATIONAL MEETING at St. Denis in Douglas
on Sunday, Mar. 19 at 11:30 AM. Come and find out more and
meet some of the people who will be joining us.
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Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
@ Joshua D. Hunt

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Ch
" Realty

www.champarealty.com

(978) 343-4414

Steven Champa
Anthony Champa

FUNERAL HOME

316 Clarendon Street, Fitcchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com .

BELANGER HARDWARE
284 WATER STREET, FITCHBURG
Serving the people of St. Anthony’s

for many years.
342-2912

978.343.4407

ISABELLE & ANDERSON °

Expanded Parking

Also Serving You
in Townsend

& A

yer

&

— Kimberly Morse
mns 800-350-4945
in printOand publishing

professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing
OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”
-~ /a Lunenburg, MA 01462
5.

David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com
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Plumbiea#ing
since 1957 381 SUMMER STREET

FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

/‘j Rollstone
RBID Bank & Trust.
Where you matter most.-

800.640.1166 - rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC ¢« Member DIF

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center ~ 978-342-2239
Floral Department ~ 978-342-2300

@ CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER
Fresh Flowers ¢ Quality Plants ® Garden Supplies/Gifts

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
Celebraﬁng Our

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962

If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
Find us on

check us out!
Facebook

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

11 5ﬂl Anniversary
April 26, 1908 — April 26, 2023

Contact the church office
to advertise

your business here.

St Anthony
Pray for Us
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Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation - Hardscape

www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS

President

Cell: 978-815-4121
davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

Stephen L. DiNatale

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

MERCADANTE & MERCADANTE, PC
Certified Public Accountants
Anthony J. Mercadante, C.P.A.

29 Mechanic Street, P.O. Box 2125, Fitchburg, MA 01420
www.mercadante.com Tel: 978-342-0647

FBrandon

Afuneral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road Fitchburg, MA 01420

“Do Unto Others...”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

Please Patronize OQur Advertisers






