
Pastoral Staff
Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Parish Office  
978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours: 

Monday – Wednesday 9-1  
       (closed Thursday & Friday)

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor 
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community.  We offer our hearts, our gifts and   
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another.  Through the example of our patron 
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES Saturday Vigil    4:00 PM
 Sunday              8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

WEEKDAY MASSES  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE  Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION  Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS  All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF  RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith. 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS  Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF  MATRIMONY  Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

Saint Anthony of PaduaSaint Anthony of Padua
84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts

www.stanthonyfitchburg.net
84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts

www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg” 
or through our website.



MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 31st  

Vigil: The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

4:00 PM Patrick Papa (2nd Anniversary)  

 by his wife Anna & Family 

 All Deceased of the Rollo Family 

 by Annette & Family 

  

Sunday, January 1st  

The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

8:00 AM Mario (2nd Anniversary) & Grace Zarrella 

 by their daughter Angela & Family 

 To Holly Mother Mary, 

for Comfort & Prayers 

 by the Nogueira Family 

10:30 AM Pat DiNardo 

 by his wife Carol 

 Jessica McLaughlin 

 by Rossi & Jose 

12:30 PM All Parishioners 

  

Monday, January 2nd  

St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops 

8:00 AM NO MASS 

 Fr. Juan Away 

  

Tuesday, January 3rd  

The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

8:00 AM NO MASS 

 Fr. Juan Away 

  

Wednesday, January 4th  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

8:00 AM NO MASS 

 Fr. Juan Away 

  

Thursday, January 5th  

St. John Neumann, Bishop 

8:00 AM NO MASS 

 Fr. Juan Away 

  

Friday, January 6th  

St. Andre Bessette, Religious 

8:00 AM NO MASS 

  

Saturday, January 7th  

Vigil: The Epiphany of The Lord 

4:00 PM Salvatore Greco & Family 

 by Mary Altieri & Family 

 Joseph Altieri, Jr., & Family 

 by Mary Altieri & Family 

  

Sunday, January 8th  

The Epiphany of The Lord  

8:00 AM Michael Seretto 

 by his mother Helen 

10:30 AM Dominica (Buratti) Perla (4th Anniversary)  

 by her Family 

 Angelo Femino 

 by his wife Anna & Family 

12:30 PM Parishioners 

  

 

 

January 1st, 2023  
The Solemnity of Mary 

The Holy Mother of God 
 

“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” (LUKE 

2:19) After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. Her entire life 

was lived in obedience to God’s call. She heard God’s message, and 

immediately said “yes.” Mary teaches us to live with joy and gratitude for 

the many blessings God has given us. Just as the moon reflects the light 

of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ. Like Mary, we are called to 

reflect Christ’s light to the world. We do this through lives of gratitude 

and generosity. 

 

READ AND PREPARE 

Next Week’s Scripture readings 

First Reading Isiah 60:1-6 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3a; 5-6 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

  

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS   EVENTS 
 

**Father Juan will be away on vacation from Monday, January 

2nd through Thursday, January 19th. In Father’s absence there will 

be no weekday Masses. Please plan accordingly for your morning 

Masses.  Weekend Mases, Saturday & Sunday, will be celebrated 

as usual. The office will be open for regularly scheduled hours.  

 

The office is closed Monday, January 2nd in observance of New 

Year’s holiday. 

 

Next weekend a collection for Catholic University will be taken up 

at all Masses. Please do what you can. 

 

 

February Prize-a-Day Cash Calendar 

Fun Fundraiser for the Parish 

Help us with our heating bill by purchasing a $20 Prize-a-Day 

Calendar and for less than $1 a day you get 28 chances to win a 

cash prize including $25, $50, $75, $100 or $150. 

The best part is – if your name is picked, it will go BACK INTO the 

drawing up to two more times, so, multiple chances to win for less 

than $1 a day! 

We don’t have a special collection for heating like most parishes. 

Please help us with this fun way to raise money to defray our 

heating costs. 

We hope to have the calendars ready soon. Please consider 

taking one home. Ask your friends, relatives, neighbors, and if you 

work, please, your co-workers!  

Winners for the week will be drawn every Monday and announced 

in the bulletin the following weekend. 

You can submit your donation & ticket in a marked envelope via 

the collection baskets, the postal service or drop them in the 

secure mailbox just outside the church office door. 

Give it a try and spread the word. You will be helping us greatly! 

 

 

 

 

St. Anthony Candle Intention: 

For the special intentions of C.P. 

 



  

Dear Friends, 
Today’s reading is a continuation of the Gospel proclaimed at the Christmas Mass at midnight. In it, 

the shepherds act upon the message they receive from the angel and go to find Jesus in the manger in 
Bethlehem. In their visit to the manger, the shepherds find things just as the angel had said. The shepherds’ 
visit, therefore, is a moment of fulfillment, manifestation, and the beginning of the salvation we receive 
through Christ. 

In the context of today’s Solemnity, this reading also helps us focus on Mary as the Mother of God. 
The reading tells us at least three things about Mary as a mother. First, Mary is described as a reflective 
person, keeping the reports of the shepherds in her heart. Second, we are reminded of how obedient Mary 
was to God when she named the baby Jesus as the angel Gabriel had directed. Third, this reading shows 
Mary and Joseph faithfully observing their Jewish tradition by having Jesus circumcised. 

Mary’s faithfulness to God is evident in all three of these things. Her reflection on the events in her 
life indicates that she was a person of prayer. This prayer made possible her obedience to God and God’s 
will, even if the outcome was not clear. Finally, her faithfulness to a community of faith grounded her 
relationship with God and enabled her to participate in God’s plan of salvation. 

Because of Mary’s faithfulness to God, she was able to receive the gift of God’s Son and accept her role 
in God’s plan for salvation. By doing so, she models for us the path of discipleship and is also called Mother 
of the Church. 

Our call to discipleship also includes these three aspects. First, discipleship means prayer and 
reflection on the events of our lives so that we might see God’s presence and work in our lives. Second, 
discipleship means obedience to God and God's will. Third, discipleship includes fidelity to a community of 
faith. 

Blessings, 
Fr. Juan 

 

 

 

Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing. 

Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection 

bins at the entrances of the church.  Suggested Items Needed: 

Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small 

packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, 

diapers, baby wash, baby lotion. 

 

 

Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis chapter of 

St. Vincent de Paul is ongoing. Please bring any 

nonperishable items when you can. If this is 

something that you have never done before, 

please strongly consider it. Even one or two 

items a month makes a huge difference to the 

people the pantry serves.  The collection bin is 

located at the entrance of the church.  The Food Pantry is open 

every week to the public so there is always much needed.  

 

Reflecting on My Experience at the Boarder - Presentation 

Sister Yliana Hernandez, will share her experience of working 

with the Kino Border Initiative in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, 

where she served from October 11 to November 11, 2022. 

Sister was part of the first official cohort for the Catholic Sisters 

Walking with Migrants program. Come hear her tell of her 

experiences on Saturday, January 14 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 

Presentation Convent, 99 Church Street, Leominster, 

Massachusetts. There is no charge to attend this event, but we 

request that you RSVP to 978-537-7108 or 

presentationconvent99@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday) if 

Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there will be 

NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our parishioners 

safe and off the roads. Please check your local listings. If school 

is not in session – please use your judgement.  Be Safe! 

 

Want to learn about the Knights of Columbus? - If you are a 

Catholic man living in or near Fitchburg and want to deepen 

your faith, make new friends, and add value to our community 

then Knights of Columbus may be perfect for you. We are a 

small group of men who enjoy putting God first, laughing and 

helping others. We meet the 4th Wednesday of each month in 

the church basement of St. Camillus, 333 Mechanic St, 

Fitchburg. If interested, join us for a meeting or call Dave at 

617-981-1186.  https://www.facebook.com/fitchburgkofc/ 

 

NEW YEAR PRAYER 

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we 

hold dear: our health, our family and our friends. 

Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these 

are nothing but binding chains. Let us live each day in the most 

loving ways, the God-conscious way. Let us serve all who are in 

need, regardless of race, color or creed. 

Let us keep God of our own understanding in our hearts and to 

chant God's name each day. Let us lead the world from 

darkness to light, from falsehood to truth and from wrong to 

right. 

Let us remember that we are all one, embracing all, 

discriminating against none. 

May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May 

God's blessings shower upon you and bestow upon each of you 

a bright, healthy and peaceful new year. 

- Rev. Marcy Sheremetta 

mailto:presentationconvent99@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/fitchburgkofc/


www.champarealty.com

Lawn Sprinkler Systems-
Installed & Serviced

Fully Insured

www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
Fitchburg, MA 01420 978-345-0086

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in 
fellowship and being of service, come 
check us out!

“Do Unto Others…”
Luke 6:31
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“Praying Simply”
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

    on earth as it is in heaven.
Matthew 6:10
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St. Anthony of Padua Parish
Celebra� ng Our113th Anniversary

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us


