I Saint ARTRORNY OF Padta

L.
t‘l 87 SalemStreet s Eitclibulig, Massachilsetts
B WWMW,Stan thonyfitehbukig.net

Pastoral Staff Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor 978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net 978-342-8160 fax

church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Hours:

Saltantillo]l @gmail.com Monday — Wednesday 9-1
978-870-4167 Y (closed T/mi}’,sday & Friday)
Prayer Line Requests Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager

prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978 342 4706 ChurCh.OfﬁCC@stanthonyﬁtch urg,net

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES Saturday Vigil  4:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)
WEEKDAY MASSES Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM
HOLY DAY SCHEDULE Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of
RECONCILIATION Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
BAPTISM OF INFANTS All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.
SACRAMENTS OF RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
INITIATION FOR ADULTS Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.
MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our Parish Familg. We endeavor
to be a wc]coming, inclusive, charitable and socia”g res[:)onsiblc faith community. We offer our hearts, our giFts and
our time, as we strive to givc witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the examl:)!c of our Patron
Saint Antlﬂong of Padua, we desire to be Peaccma‘cers, living the gospel in word and action.



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 17t

Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent

4:.00 PM Frank & Letizia Pennetti
by the DiVito Family
Francesco Pennetti
by his Family

Sunday, December 17t

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Gillian Lambert
by her Parents
Diane Lomaglio
by her Mom, Dad & Brother
10:30 AM Louis Perla (Anniversary)
by his Family
Roger & Shirley Therrien
by their friend Elena
12:30 PM Parishioners

Monday, December 19th

December 17 - 18, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Advent

“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took his wife into his home.” (MATTHEW 1:24) Putting our
complete trust in the Lord without expecting anything in return. Striving
to put God first in all things and follow Him wherever He may lead us.
Joseph was a model of these pillars of our faith. As we prepare for the
birth of our Lord, pray for the strength and courage to be a model of
discipleship, just as Joseph was.

READ AND PREPARE
Next Week's Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 52:7-10
Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-6
Gospel John 1:1-18

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

8:00 AM Peter Gravelle
by MaryAnn Michaelian

Tuesday, December 20t

Parish Christmas Open House - Please stop by the church hall

8:00 AM J. Peter & Gerald Frances Regan
by George & Patricia Carpenter

Wednesday, December 21st

St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM Ann Lemmo
by Louise Lemmo

Thursday, December 22nd

8:00 AM Raymond & Mary Descoteaux
by their Family
Friday, December 23rd

St. John of Kanty, Priest
8:00 AM NO MASS

Saturday, December 24th

Vigil: CHRISTMAS - The Nativity of the Lord

4:00 PM All Parishioners Deceased & Living

9:00 PM All Parishioners Deceased & Living

Sunday, December 25th

CHRISTMAS - The Nativity of the Lord

8:00 AM All Parishioners Deceased & Living

10:30 AM All Parishioners Deceased & Living

12:30 PM Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

for a Christmas Open House this Sunday, December 18t from
11:30 - 2:00 pm. Great food and fellowship. Come, slow down
for a while and celebrate the Christmas Season with your parish
family!

LY 18

TO OUR CENTENARIAN!

Anna Pacetti turned 100 on September 2, 2022. How did we
miss that?! Please join us in wishing her a belated Happy
Birthday. Anna, may you feel the Lord’s loving presence every
day! God Bless You!

If you'd like to send Anna a card or note you can send it to, 188
South Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420

We are still waiting on 7 gifts for Catholic
Charities and 4 for ASNCM. If you are
someone that perhaps forgot, please
return the gift to the office no later than
Monday, December 19t so it will not miss
delivery to the individuals. Thank you.

T

Schedule of

Christmas
Masses

Saturday, December 24 'Sundav, December 25
Christmas Eve: 4 & 9 PM Christmas Day: 8 & 10:30 AM
4 PM Livestreamed on FB




Dear Friends,

Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading permits us to begin our contemplation of the
mystery of the Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas: “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about”

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective. Today's Gospel passage is
the second movement in this story. In the preceding verses of the first chapter of Matthew's Gospel, the Evangelist has
listed the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his lineage through King David to Abraham. In the chapter to follow, Matthew tells
of the visit from the Magi, the Holy Family's flight into Egypt, and Herod's massacre of the infants in Bethlehem. The
other stories which we associate with Christmas, the Annunciation, the Visitation, the angel, and the shepherds, are
found in the Gospel of Luke.

We must not gloss over too quickly the difficult circumstances described in today's Gospel. The way that Joseph
and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about these holy people and their faith in God. Joseph and Mary are
betrothed to be married. This is sometimes described as an engagement period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in
first-century Jewish culture was in fact the first part of the marriage contract. A breach of this contract was considered
adultery. Mary is found to be with a child. If adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. Joseph has rights under
Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage contract, so as to protect Mary. Then God
intervenes.

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much about the child that Mary bears
and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in Hebrew means “Yahweh
saves.” He will be the fulfillment of the prophecy heard in today's first reading from Isaiah: “...The virgin shall be with
child...and shall name him Emmanuel, God with us.”

Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts the child in her womb as
his own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God's plan. They are both models for us of what it means to be
faithful servants of God.

Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing. v
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection L@Vl
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested ltems Needed: /NI O
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small I'y
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste, Please pray for the soul of
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, J.P. Raymond Goguen
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion. May God grant his family peace.

Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis chapter of

St. Vincent de Paul is ongoing. Please bring any
nonperishable items when you can. If this is Fr. Juan sent out a letter to parishioners this past week. If you
something that you have never done before, do not receive it by mid-week, please pick one up at the
please strongly consider it. Even one or two entrance of the church next weekend and contact the office so
items a month makes a huge difference to the we can be sure we have your correct address.
people the pantry serves. The collection bin is Thank you and Merry Christmas!

located at the entrance of the church. The Food Pantry is open

every week to the public so there is always much needed.

Tax Information - Attention: Any donations to the parish,

Snow Policy - For weekday Masses, (Monday - Thursday) if including December weekly envelopes, that you want counted
Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there will be towards your 2022 contributions must be received by us
NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our parishioners BEFORE or on January 1st (it falls on a weekend). Anything
safe and off the roads. Please check your local listings. Thank received from January 2" on will be counted towards 2023.
you. Thank you.




(978) 343-4444
305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

PBrandon
FfFuneral Home

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

Gregory May

Funeral Director

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Ch
" Realty

www.champarealty.com

(978) 343-4414

Steven Champa
Anthony Champa

BELANGER HARDWARE
284 WATER STREET, FITCHBURG
Serving the people of St. Anthony’s

for many years.
342-2912

— Kimberly Morse
mms 800-350-4945
in printOand publishing

professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing
OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”
-~ /a Lunenburg, MA 01462
5.

David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

0.G- CROTEL v

Plumbiea#ing
since 1957 381 SUMMER STREET

(978) 342-3029 FITCHBURG, MA 01420

Rollstone
Bank & Trust.

Where you matter most.-

R8D

800.640.1166 * rollstonebank.com

CAULEY'S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER
A Full Service Florist

649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420

Member FDIC « Member DIF
@

Garden Center ~ 978-342-2239
Floral Department ~ 978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers ¢ Quality Plants ® Garden Supplies/Gifts

St Kﬁthon‘y of Padua Parish |
Celelarating Our

113th Anniversary
April 26, 1908 — April 26, 2021

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation - Hardscape

www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS

President

Cell: 978-815-4121
davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

Stephen L. DiNatale
Mayor

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962

If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come

Find us on
Facebook

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

check us out! (

S, Anthony
Pray for Us

MERCADANTE & MERCADANTE, PC
Certified Public Accountants
Anthony J. Mercadante, C.P.A.

29 Mechanic Street, P.O. Box 2125, Fitchburg, MA 01420
www.mercadante.com Tel: 978-342-0647

“Do Unto Others...”

Luke 6:31

' ISABELLE & ANDERSON

(-
0

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli

@ Joshua D. Hunt WWW.an

www.sarasinirrigation.com
Installed & Serviced

@ * e Fully Insured
SARASIN

75 Klondike Avenue IRRIGATION, INC. Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID

Fitchburg, MA 01420 978-345-0086

FUNERAL HOME

316 Clarendon Street, Ficchburg

dersonfuneral.com .

978.343.4407

“Praying Simply”
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

@

Expanded Parking

Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer

@
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