


MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, April 1st  

Vigil: Palm Sunday 

4:00 PM David Altieri (Month’s Mind)  

 by his loving Family 

  

Sunday, April 2nd  

Palm Sunday 

8:00 AM Anne Zarrella 

 by her Family 

 Victor Triado (2nd Anniversary)  

 by Janey Medero 

10:30 AM Peter A. Gravelle 

 by Tim & Kayla Raheb 

 Joe & Rita Morizzo 

 by Mary, Elena & Willy 

  

12:30 PM Parishioners 

  

Monday, April 3rd  

8:00 AM Anne Zarrella 

 by Elena Valeri 

  

Tuesday, April 4th  

8:00 AM Frank Catalfamo 

 by Anthony & Joan Catalfamo 

7:00 PM LENTEN CONCERT 

  

Wednesday, April 5th  

8:00 AM Joseph R. Amico 

 by his Aunt & Uncle 

5:00 PM SIMPLE SUPPER 

  

Thursday, April 6th  

7:00 PM HOLY THURSDAY 

 Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

  

Friday, April 7th  

7:00 PM GOOD FRIDAY 

 Passion of the Lord 

  

Saturday, April 8th   

Vigil: EASTER SUNDAY 

7:00 PM Resurrection of the Lord  

  

Sunday, April 9th  

EASTER SUNDAY 

10:30 AM All Parishioners 

  

  

12:30 PM Parishioners 

  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Anthony Candle Intention: 

IMO Stanley Howe, Jr. (1st Anniversary) 

by his wife Nancy & Family 

 

 

 

April 1 - 2, 2023  
Palm Sunday 

 
“As they were marching out, they came upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by 

name; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross.” (Matthew 

27:32) The Lord calls us to love God and to love our neighbor. Every day 

we are presented with opportunities to love our neighbor and help him 

“carry his cross. “These opportunities aren’t usually big events, they are 

usually ordinary occurrences like helping someone carry their groceries 

or holding the door open for them. The key is putting the other person’s 

needs before our own and not expecting anything in return. 

 

READ AND PREPARE 

Next Week’s Scripture readings 

First Reading Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel John 20:1-9 

  

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS   EVENTS 
 

 
St. Anthony & Friends Choir Presents a Lenten Concert 

Tuesday, April 4 @ 7:00 pm in the church. 

What a peaceful way to finish Lent and start Holy Week. 

Light refreshments in the church hall to follow.  No charge. 

Simple Supper – All are invited to attend a Simple Supper here 

in the church hall, Wednesday, April 5th at 5:00 PM. The meal 

will consist of clam & corn chowder, salad & roll. There is no 

cost, but donations are gladly accepted. 

Holy Thursday    Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00 PM 

Good Friday        Passion of the Lord               7:00 PM 

Holy Saturday    Easter Vigil   7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday   Resurrection of the Lord 

                                                                       10:30 AM Only 

 

 

ST. ANTHONY NOVENA BEGINS TUESDAY, APRIL 18 

All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St. 

Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon, and Benediction with 

veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word! 

Come and bring a friend. List of preachers is as follows: 

 

April 18 Fr. Juan Ramirez 

 St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg 

April 25 Fr. Julio Granados 

 St. John’s Clinton 

May 2 Fr. Cleber DiPaula 

 Holy Family, Worcester 

May 9 Fr. Richard Lewandowski 

 Retired 

May 16 Fr. Daniel Mulcahy 

 St. Brigid, Millbury 

May 23 Fr. Javier Julio 

 St. Lewis, Webster 

May 30 Fr. Enoch Kyeremateng 

 Chaplain, African Ministry 

June 15 Deacon Salvatore Tantillo 

 St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg 

June 13 St. Anthony Mass 

 



  

Dear Friends, 
Today we begin Holy Week, the days during which we journey with Jesus on his way of the cross and 

anticipate his Resurrection on Easter. Today’s liturgy begins with the procession with palms to remind us of 
Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem. 

The events of Jesus’ Passion are proclaimed in their entirety in today’s Liturgy of the Word. Those 
events will be proclaimed again when we celebrate the liturgies of the Triduum—Holy Thursday’s Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper, the Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, and the Easter Vigil.  

In Cycle A, we read the Passion of Jesus as found in the Gospel of Matthew on Palm, or Passion, 
Sunday. (On Good Friday, we will read the Passion of Jesus from the Gospel of John). The story of Jesus’ 
Passion and death in Matthew’s Gospel focuses particularly on the obedience of Jesus to the will of his 
Father. As Jesus sends his disciples to prepare for Passover, he indicates that the events to come are the will 
of the Father.  In Jesus’ prayer in the garden, he prays three times to the Father to take away the cup of 
suffering, but each time, Jesus concludes by affirming his obedience to the Father’s will. Even Matthew’s 
description of Jesus’ death shows Jesus’ obedience to the Father. 

Another theme of Matthew’s Gospel is to show Jesus as the fulfillment of Scripture. Throughout the 
Passion narrative, Matthew cites that the events of Jesus’ Passion and death are in accordance with all that 
was foretold. And if the events were foretold, then God is in control. In addition, Matthew is particularly 
concerned that the reader does not miss the fact that Jesus is the Suffering Servant of the Old Testament. 

Jesus acts in obedience to the Father even in death, so that sins may be forgiven. Matthew makes this 
clear in the story of the Lord’s Supper. As Jesus blesses the chalice, he says: “. . . for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins.”  

While the Gospels of Matthew and Mark have many parallels in their narrative of the Passion, there 
are a few details worth noting that are unique to Matthew. Only Matthew indicates the price paid to Judas 
for betraying Jesus. The story of Judas’s death is also found only in Matthew, as is the detail that Pilate’s wife 
received a warning in a dream and that Pilate washed his hands of Jesus’ death. Finally, Matthew’s Gospel 
alone mentions the earthquakes and other phenomena that happened after Jesus’ death. 

Matthew places the responsibility for Jesus’ death on the Sanhedrin, the chief priests and elders who 
were responsible for the Temple. However, the animosity that those Jewish leaders and the Jewish people 
demonstrate toward Jesus is not to be interpreted in ways that blame the Jewish people for Jesus’ death. 
Throughout Matthew’s Gospel, the narrative reflects the tension that probably existed between the early 
Christian community and their Jewish contemporaries.  

There are many vantage points from which to engage in Jesus’ Passion. In the characters of 
Matthew’s Gospel, we find reflections of ourselves and the many ways in which we sometimes respond to 
Jesus. Sometimes we are like Judas, who betrays Jesus and comes to regret it. We are sometimes like Peter, 
who denies him, or like the disciples, who fell asleep during Jesus’ darkest hour but then act rashly and 
violently at his arrest. Sometimes we are like Simon, who is pressed into service to help Jesus carry his cross. 
Sometimes we are like the leaders who fear Jesus or like Pontius Pilate, who washed his hands of the whole 
affair. Jesus dies so that our sins will be forgiven. 

The events of Jesus’ Passion, death, and Resurrection are called the Paschal Mystery. No amount of 
study will exhaust or explain the depth of love that Jesus showed in offering this sacrifice for us. After we 
have examined and studied the stories we have received about these events, we are left with one final 
task—to meditate on these events and on the forgiveness that Jesus’ obedience won for us. 

Blessings, 
Fr. Juan 

 

 

 

Rice Bowls – If you took a Rice Bowl home, please remember 

to return it ASAP. All money collected goes to the Catholic Relief 

Services (CRS). Do NOT put the “bowls” in the collection basket, 

please bring them to the sacristy or to the office. I you are 

writing a check, please place it in a marked envelope. Thank 

you! 

 

 

Good Friday Holy Land Collection NEXT Week - Please be 

generous in this year’s Good Friday collection. The Bishop 

invites you to visit www.myfranciscan.org  to learn more about 

the good work made possible thanks to your response to this 

pontifical collection. With your help, the Franciscans can 

continue to be a light of hope to Christians who continue to 

struggle in the Holy Land. 
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Consider joining the Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
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